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Our Educational Focus

• Increasing sustainability of local agriculture 
and the environment with changing 
weather conditions.

• Increasing agriculture capacity and 
consumer access to local products.

• Improving food safety through ag 
producers and consumer connections.

• Strengthening the vitality of communities 
through youth and families.

• Increasing nutrition education and 
decreasing childhood obesity.

Board of Directors

President, TJ Chamberlain, Palmyra

Vice President, Beth Kois, Macedon

Secretary, Kyra Yon, Newark

Treasurer, Fred Pickering, Ontario

Adam Hughes, Cornell University

Richard Lasher, Wayne County Board
of Supervisors, N. Rose

Shawn Youngman, Wolcott

Betty Hammond, Sodus

Mary DeSantis, Newark

Dan DeMarree, Sodus

James Weinschreider, Williamson

Colleen Sanson, Macedon

Shane Schultz, Marion

Income
County  $419,486
State & Fed  $75,958
State Benefits  $354,762
Grants/Contracts   $1,225,438
Other   $88,470
Program fees, donation, interest

Total   $2,164,114

Expenses
Salaries    $677,538
State Benefits  $354,762
Bldg/Gnd/Dep  $60,949
Program  $1,070,865

Total   $2,164,114

Finances

Budget 2021 

Mission Statement

The Cornell Cooperative 
Extension educational 
system enables people to 
improve their lives and 
communities through 
partnerships that put 
experience and research 
knowledge to work.
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Thank you to our staff, volunteers and participants as we finished 
another year under the precautions of COVID-19. We continued 
to follow guidelines of the CDC and local government as we 
started to have limited, in-person meetings and workshops. 
At the start of 2021, staff continued to operate in a “distance 
learning” environment, preparing videos and doing lessons on 
Zoom. (Everyone in the universe has become adept at using 
this technology!) We were also able to work with several people 
in our office, getting them connected when they did not have 
connections at home. Farmers were able to get credits and 
study for taking the pesticide certification exam. School children 
participated in after-school programs and received “Boredom 
Buster Kits” for out-of-school activities. Camp Beechwood and 
Agstravaganza took place in-person with modified activities. As 
the year progressed, we could have more in-person meetings, 
depending on the organizations and individuals whom we serve. 
We concluded the year with an in-person Annual Meeting, and for 
that, we are surely grateful! As you read this document and all of 
the impacts that we are having in the community, this info is just a 
small sample. If you have any comments or ideas, please reach out 
to staff or Board members. We value your input and want to make 
sure that we are meeting your needs. 

Record Soybean & Corn Harvests in the 
NYS Yield Contests
The NWNY dairy, Livestock and Field Crops Team hosts two 
yearly events, Soybean and Corn Congresses, as part of their 
educational efforts.  Grain growers learn the newest research on 
pest control, planting methods, harvest timing, etc. In addition, 
the team members work with growers on in-field research plots to 
showcase how changes work under local conditions. Growers who 
learn and improve production practices then participate in the 
NYS production contest and can continue to the national level.

The NY Corn and Soybean Growers Association (NYC&SGA) 
sponsors the annual NYS corn and soybean yield contests. 
It is an opportunity for farms to push their practices to the 
limits, experiment a little, learn a little and enjoy some friendly 
competition and bragging rights at the coffee shop.

The NWNY Team supervises the contest for NYC&SGA. There are 
cash prizes for the top three corn and soybean yields in the state 
and plaques for the top place winners in each of five designated 
regions (West, Finger Lakes, Central, North and East). 

In 2020, growers in NWNY made us proud at the state and 
regional levels. Pit Farms Inc. from Clyde, Wayne County, was the 
New York soybean champion with an impressive yield of 91.22 
bushels per acre. This was the first contest entry to break the 
90-bushel barrier since the contest began in 2011! This is the third 
time that they have won the contest. Pit Farms won an all-expense 
trip for two to the National Commodity Classic in February.   

The Corn Yield Contest is an opportunity for producers to 
try different products (varieties, day lengths, fertility rates, 

fungicides, herbicides, growth enhancers, and seed treatments) 
on a small scale that they might not normally use. These fields 
may not be the most economical when it comes to return on 
investment, but it may allow the producer to push their personal 
best on the farm and unveil future yield increasing strategies.  

Larry and Roger Arliss and Paul Wilsey accept the NY Soybean 
Champion trophy. Photo credit: Kevin Keenan

Industry Support for a New Gas 
Chromatograph for the Harvest 
Maturity Program for Wayne County 
As part of their seasonal education, the Lake Ontario Fruit (LOF) 
Team published the weekly Harvest Fax. Info in this newsletter is 
compiled from data collected and analyzed from local growers. 
A gas chromatograph (GC) is used to measure internal ethylene 
measurements of apples. Ethylene is the ripening hormone that 
signals apples are entering the maturation phase. No other tests 
show this. Internal ethylene measurements are critical to time 
harvest in nearly all apple varieties. Each Tuesday, team members 
test apples using the GC at K.M. Davies Storage Facility in 
Williamson.

LOF Team has offered maturity testing in the form of 
comprehensive harvest maturity reports for decades, and the 
apple industry helps pay for the cost of doing this. This is a service 
that the industry (in program priorities surveys, and via general 
stakeholder feedback) has prioritized. The GC are also used 
occasionally by companies such as AgroFresh,  in their research. 
If LOF did not use GC in their maturity testing, we would not be 
able to quantify the threat of preharvest drop. Apple varieties 
such as Honeycrisp, McIntosh, and Red Delicious are susceptible 
to preharvest drop. Hundreds of thousands of dollars would 
be lost in unharvested fruit should they drop before they can 
be harvested. The use of the GC allows us to measure risk and 
report this to the growers and other stakeholders. All farms and 
companies have access to this data.  

This year a new machine was needed and support was received 
from industry members. AgroFresh and Hess Brothers agreed 
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to put up sizable sums of money towards the purchase, and 
K.M. Davies graciously agreed to pay the balance owed. This 
much needed machine was over $14,000 and showcases the 
great collaboration between local businesses, farms and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension – Lake Ontario Fruit Program, for the 
benefit of the entire industry. 

Finding the Best Early-Warning Spotted 
Wing Drosophila Monitoring System 
Spotted wing drosophila (Drosophila suzukii, SWD) is an invasive 
insect pest that affects soft-skinned fruits including raspberries, 
blackberries, cherries, and wine grapes. Females are able to lay 
eggs in intact fruits (unlike other drosophilids), meaning that, if 
uncontrolled, this pest will very quickly destroy an entire crop. 
Best management of SWD includes cultural practices such as 
picking fruit every 2 days, as well as carefully timed chemical 
controls. It is very important to catch the first SWD in a planting, 
in order to begin these expensive and time-consuming control 
methods as soon as specifically necessary. 

Currently, researchers typically use “Scentry” brand jar traps, 
which have a commercial lure and a drowning solution of water 
and unscented soap (see picture at right). These traps need to be 
collected weekly, and require a microscope to look through the 
floating trap contents and determine if there are any SWD in the 
trap. It is also fairly messy. Trécé Inc. has developed an alternative, 
red sticky trapping method, with the goal of making SWD 
monitoring simpler and more practical for on-farm monitoring. 

However, research is needed to determine if these Trécé brand 
red sticky traps are useable and if they are comparably effective 
to the jar traps. 

Members of the Lake Ontario Fruit Team helped trial the red 
sticky card traps this summer, with a complete block design trail 
using 4 treatments and 3 replicates per treatment, at 5 sites. 
Traps were monitored from May 3rd through early July. The 4 
treatments were: the traditional Scentry jar traps with a Scentry 
SWD lure, the Trécé brand jar trap with a Trécé brand lure, the 
Trécé red sticky trap with a Trécé brand lure, and the Trécé red 
sticky trap with no lure. 

Our impressions of the red sticky traps are that, in their current 
format, they are not more useable or grower friendly than the 
traditional jar traps. That is because the sticky products stick 
to vegetation, clothing, fingers, hair, etc, and the SWD are 
fairly difficult to see without magnification on the dark red trap 
background. Furthermore, it is difficult to hang the traps in the 
zone where SWD is most abundant – inside the canopy – because 
that leads to the trap sticking to the foliage. 

Although the data has not yet been analyzed, trap count numbers 
tended to be higher in the jar traps than on the red sticky traps, 
and in general, first trap catch at most locations was in the jar 
traps rather than on the sticky traps. 

Unfortunately, our trial did not lead to positive results this year. 
However, our impressions and feedback will inform growers of 
the challenges (and ways to overcome them) of this new trapping 
method, as well as helping the manufacturer to improve the 
lure and the trap in order to be more effective in future years to 
monitor and control SWD.

Composting for Earth, Plants,
and the Future 
What would 50 households need to do to keep 28,756 pounds of 
compostable kitchen scraps out of the landfill? Participants in our 
Master Gardener’s “Composting for Earth, Plants, and the Future” 
project found out!

Each year, our Master Gardeners receive questions about 
composting due to problems with compost piles smelling bad, 
attracting animal pests, or because people want to learn about 
composting. 

This year, our Master Gardener Program received a grant from 
The Genesee Finger Lakes Chapter of Air and Waste Management 
Association (AWMA) to fund our new outreach project 
“Composting for Earth, Plants, and the Future” for adults or youth 
with an adult partner. During the 3-month project, we provided 
50 participants/households with a composting kit, participants 
completed activities and surveys designed to augment learning 
objectives, and they received guidance as needed from our 
Master Gardeners. 

Youth participants from our Master Gardener’s Composting 
Project Add Browns and Greens to their Compost Unit.  

Activities included weighing compostable kitchen scraps for 
one week, viewing our Master Gardener produced videos, 
“Composting- How it all works” for adult participants and 
“Compost Stew” for youth, and 3 check-in surveys that reinforced 
composting basics and provided an opportunity for them to ask 
questions and give feedback about their composting progress. 

Results from our kitchen scrap activity survey questions showed 
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they could keep out of the landfill if they continued composting 
and that provided them with incentive to continue.

50 households participating in our recent Composting for Earth, 
Plants, and the Future project composted an average of 11.06 
pounds of kitchen scraps weekly. If they continue at that rate for 
one year, 28,756 pounds of compostable kitchen scraps will be 
kept out of the landfill! If 1,000 households did the same (11.06 
pounds each week for 1 year) that number would increase to 
575,120 pounds! Just imagine how much larger those numbers 
would be if yard and garden waste was included or if even more 
people composted!!!

As our project concludes, Earth Helper certificates will be mailed 
to 32 youth participants, participants who submitted a picture 
of their compost in process will be entered into a drawing for 
a kitchen scrap collection pail, and our Master Gardeners will 
continue to support them in their efforts to reduce what they 
send to the landfill.

“This composting project put in place a shared experience with 
my grandchildren. Thank you for making it possible to pass on the 
benefits of composting to the next generation. The composting 
kits have made this process a more tangible experience for 
the children. Also, the video and book, Compost Stew were 
delightful.” – Judy Buckley, Adult Partner for Youth Participant.

We invite you to join in. Contact us to see how easy it is to 
Compost…For Earth, Plants, and the Future.

Master Gardeners impact Wayne County by…

…Answering 778 garden and home landscape 
questions over a 9 month period.

…By teaching 122 students about plants and 
the creatures they support through our Master 
Gardener’s “Tales and Tails – Flowers are Calling” 
summer reading project. The children received a 
backpack kit to take home that included a link to the 
video reading from Master Gardener Lorraine Rieck, 
seed, and instructions for planting so they could grow 
their own plant to support wildlife.

SNAP-Ed NY 2021
SNAP-Ed NY worked with 5 schools in Wayne County in 2021, 
using online and in-person classes. Two-hundred (200) students 
were reached through direct education at Newark, Lyons, 
North-Rose Wolcott, and Clyde-Savannah schools using CATCH 
(Coordinated Approach to Child Health) Kids Club curriculum.  
SNAP-Ed nutrition educators were successful in providing 
physical activity, facilitating awareness of healthy vs. unhealthy 
foods, and teaching the energy balance between food and 
play.  Activities reflected energy outputs by associating less 
healthy foods with more physical activity time. Students loved 
the activities and committed to both eating more fruits and 
vegetables as well as spending more time playing outside.

Jill Harper has been a tremendous help in connecting resources 
and partners with SNAP-Ed. Jill is a school health integration 
specialist with Community Schools of Wayne County and after 

working with us throughout 2021, acclaimed that, “SNAP-ed 
at CCE Wayne is committed to the counties it serves and is a 
dependable, enthusiastic partner”.

For SNAP-Ed NY resources, recipes and food demos,
visit www.snapedny.org

For SNAP-Ed NY local workshops,
visit www.snapedny.org/nfl-region/

SNAP-Ed of the Northern Finger Lakes Region 
impacts citizens by…  
…Delivering 760 nutrition workshop sessions (272 
one-time sessions and 101 program series, which 
include 2+ sessions).
…Providing $14,355 Fruit & Vegetable Prescription 
(FVRx) vouchers distributed to FVRx patients. 65% 
vouchers have been redeemed at this point at local 
farm markets, farm stands, private and commercial 
grocery stores. 

Onion Industry Back Together Again at 
In-Person Twilight Meeting
It sure felt good for the New York onion industry to be back 
together again at the Cornell Vegetable Team’s Twilight 
Meeting on June 24th. The event drew a crowd of 51 people, 
including muck-onion growers from Wayne County, and private 
industry representatives from the pesticide, seed, fertilizer 
and distribution businesses. CVP Onion Specialist Christy 
Hoepting began the educational program with a comprehensive 
review of the research highlights from her 2020 on-farm 
fungicide trials and rolled out the new research-based fungicide 
recommendations for 2021 for control of foliar leaf diseases 
Botrytis and Stemphylium leaf blights.

New Cornell Weed Scientist Lynn Sosnoskie brought in plant 
samples of new species of invasive pigweeds and cautioned the 
growers to be on the lookout for them. CVP Specialist Elizabeth 
Buck used her animated teaching style to explain herbicide 

Cornell Weed Scientist Lynn Sosnoski shows onion growers how to 
identify new invasive species of pigweed at Oswego Onion Twilight 
Meeting. Photo credit: C. Hoepting.
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mode of action, and CVP technicians Emma vander Heide and 
Sarah Caldwell gave enlightening talks on a couple of weed 
management projects from 2020. Hoepting then finished the 
educational program with a tour of a 26-treatment herbicide trial. 
The herbicide trial featured programs and strategies for both 
pre- and post-emergent herbicides for controlling heavy weed 
pressure from lamb’s quarters, ragweed, lady’s thumb and marsh 
yellowcress.  

Hoepting also shared exciting new results for improved control of 
volunteer potato in direct seeded onion that was generated from 
a trial hosted by Johnson Potato Farm in Wayne County.  Ninety 
percent of the attendees rated the meeting as excellent with new 
pigweed species and novel approaches to weed control being 
most commonly cited as new information learned and techniques 
that will be implemented on the farm. 

Regional AG teams impact Wayne County growers 
by…

…providing training for more than 300 farm owners 
and employees who participated in online training on 
topics such as pesticide training for certification and 
farm food safety training for selling produce through 
wholesale.

Testing New Innovation in the 
Grape Industry
As Grape and Wine Production increases in Wayne County, 
the Finger Lakes Grape Program is helping these farmers be 
successful. The FLGP will be participating in a newly-funded 
project from USDA that will be working with grape growers to 
help them begin to use the MyEV digital viticulture tool developed 
by colleagues in the Lake Erie Region of NY. This is the second 
successful grant that the FLGP is part of that will focus on helping 
growers to become familiar with some of the ideas and tools 
used in digital viticulture. The use of new sensors and online tools 
that can analyze their data has the potential to make significant 
improvements in vineyard managers’ ability to understand the 
variability in their vineyards and how to operate them more 
efficiently and sustainably. 

This project, titled, “Cost Effective Spatial Data Visualization and 
Decision Support for Small and Medium-Sized Vineyards,” is a 

collaboration of the Finger Lakes Grape Program, Cornell Lake 
Erie Research and Extension Lab (CLERAEL), Cornell AgriTech and 
the Lake Erie Grape Program.

This project will continue the development of the “MyEV” digital 
viticulture tool developed by Terry Bates (of CLERAEL) and 
his colleagues as part of the recently completed SCRI-funded 
Efficient Vineyard project. The goal of the project is to enable 
the adoption of precision viticulture technology and practices by 
expanding the capabilities of the MyEV tool, allowing growers to 
easily upload their own vineyard data and receive prescription 
management maps based on that data. The FLGP and LERGP will 
be working with a small group of growers in each region to begin 
using spatial data from their own vineyards in order to address 
issues of importance on each of their farms.

Strengthening our Area Residents with 
Increased Physical and Social Health 
Activities
SOAR (Strengthening Our Area Residents) is a neighborhood 
health status improvement initiative, funded by a grant through 
the Greater Rochester Health Foundation and administered by 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wayne County. In the Galen-
Savannah-Clyde Community, SOAR collaborates with residents, 
organizations, businesses, institutions, and municipalities to bring 
positive changes to our health, economic status as well as beautify 
our villages and make Clyde, Savannah and Galen healthier places 
to live, learn, work, and play.

When COVID hit, we had to think ‘outside the box’ to still interact 
with the residents safely, which continued well into 2021. Our 
monthly Check-ins with residents went virtual, and Facebook 
Live Check-ins became our reality. Our live ‘meetings’ were fun, 
educational, well attended and often received 300+ views. We 
also continued sharing posts from businesses, menus and flyers 
from area restaurants, and our posts reach collectively was at 
almost 43,000: way beyond our local town borders!

As one of SOAR’s focus areas is physical health, we joined 
“Tuesdays on the Towpath” at Lauraville Landing for a guided 
bike ride along the Empire State Trail down to newly finished 
Brown’s Crossing Bridge over the Erie Canal, down to Black 
Sheep Farm and back again. Bike riding is a great, low-impact 
way to improve respiratory health, cardiovascular health, sleep 
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to mention reducing your carbon footprint if used as a mode of 
transportation. 

Community members can continue to host activities and special 
projects and apply for a Resident Health Project grant. More 
than $40,000 has been distributed to projects in the Clyde/
Savannah area.  Reach out to the SOAR office if you are interested 
in learning more.  

Neighborhood Health Improvement Program (NHIP 
= SOAR locally) impacts residents in Galen and 
Savannah by….

… providing funding opportunities to new and 
established local businesses.  Last year more than 
$18K was provided in loans and grants for local 
businesses to expand online and home based 
businesses into storefronts, building renovations and 
one-time help with rent.

Through the Looking Glass of 4-H, 4-H 
member Abby 
When I was ten, I pledged my head to clearer thinking. That was 
also the year I joined my first 4-H club and received my first and 
only star award. The year after, I would start Hippology. Through 
4-H and Hippology specifically, I learned how to stay calm under 
pressure and sort through panicked thoughts to find the answers 
I need. I may have pledged my head to clearer thinking, but 4-H 
taught me how.

When I was ten, I pledged my heart to greater loyalty. Ten is also 
when I started showing miniature horses. When I was twelve, I 
got my first miniature horse. And even though years have passed 
and I’ve seen a dozen 4-Her’s go through the show circuit, I’ve 
still shown. I’ve been showing so long I remember years with May 
shows. I even remember previous Horse Teen Leader Hannah. I 
remember Matt, and I remember the struggle to run the 2020 
Bummer of a Summer and the 2021 Agstravaganza. And even 
though I’ve tried out and competed in other areas of 4-H, the 
horse section has always been my favorite. I don’t remember 
what loyalties I held before 4-H, but over the years, I’ve definitely 
learned where my greatest ones lie.

When I was ten, I pledged my hands to larger service. When I was 
thirteen, I got my first volunteer position, one I still hold and have 
expanded to include a seat on the Granger Carriage Committee. 
I use my knowledge and experience from my years of showing to 
help other 4-Her’s get their start in the ring. Being a Teen Leader 
has been amazing, and I loved every sweat-soaked, stressed-out 
minute of it. Paying forward the wonderful experiences I had as 
a child has been one of the driving forces behind my past year in 
4-H and is my goal going forward. These hands were pledged to 
larger service, and that’s what they’re going to do until they can’t 
anymore.

When I was ten, I pledged my health to better living. For the 
longest time, this was the “H” I thought I had the least connection 
to. For all the benefits I received, I never really liked Hippology. 
For all I love showing, I once showed sick and almost passed out. 
For all I love service and volunteering, I can’t say standing on my 

tired feet for 13 hours was a highlight. And looking at those things, 
can I really be blamed for not thinking I’d lived up to “health”? But 
when I looked through my eight years of project record sheets 
this year while making number nine, I realized something. When 
I was eighteen, I had my first day of college...in a program I chose 
because of what I’d learned and experienced in 4-H...to enter a 
job field where the resilience I learned in 4-H would be crucial. I 
got through that first year of college thanks to the endurance 4-H 
gave me. When I was nine, I was just a horse-crazed, little girl with 
no real plans or hobbies. While I write this, I am the owner of three 
horses and nine years of ribbons, trophies, and plaques, with half 
a college degree completed for a profession I love and enough 
hobbies to fill seven project area description slots. I never cared 
much for my health, but 4-H has given me a better life, and for 
that I’ll always be grateful.

I pledged these for my club, (Walworth Robotics, for which I will 
be serving next year as a Junior Club Leader), for my community 
(in which I will continue to volunteer and will soon serve as a 
Veterinary Technician), for my country (for which I will continue 
to help shape the upcoming generation), and for my world, (4-H, 
for which I will serve in whatever way I can for as long as I can). 
Although I may be aging out of membership, I don’t think I’ll ever 
really age out of 4-H.

4-H impacts Wayne County by…

...providing 30 youth the opportunity to explore 
nature though hands-on learning at 4-H Camp 
Beechwood, back in person this year! Participants 
engaged in hands-on science for one week through 
activities planned and taught by teen leaders focused 
on natural resources and the great outdoors. 

…building confidence in verbal communication. 80 
Wayne County 4-H members participated in the 
public presentations event, increasing self-confidence 
when speaking in front of a group and gaining 
knowledge in their subject area through preparing 
for the presentation. ¾ of the youth participated via 
Zoom while another ¼ opted to wait until Mid-May 
and do their presentation in person. The total number 
of presenters represented 84% participation from 
the 2020 pre-Covid event!
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