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To:  K through 5th Grade Teachers/Administrators/Librarians/PTO  

From:  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County 

Re:  2022 New York Agricultural Literacy Program 

This year Ag Literacy Week is March 21st-25th, but can schedule an Ag Literacy Program any 

time between March and May. 4-H members, Leaders and CCE Staff will be volunteering to read a 

high-quality storybook to grades K through 5th. The signature book for 2022 is, Farmer Will Allen 

and the Growing Table by Jacqueline Briggs Martin.  Agriculture is a unifying factor for 

communities all over. Whether you have 100 acres or a rooftop, there are opportunities for growing 

food and sharing the journey from soil to table with those around, as illustrated in Farmer Will 

Allen and the Growing Table. This book will take students on an explorative journey learn about 

community gardens and inspire them to build communities through food, even if they only have a 

pot on their porch to cultivate. 

All lessons, activities, and companion materials are aligned to the Common Core Learning 

Standards. It is estimated the time to provide the program will take about 30 to 40 minutes.  

We hope that your school will participate in this opportunity! 

If you have questions, and/or would like to set up a classroom or library visit for Ag Literacy, 

please call 518-272-4210 or email Kandis at kmf83@cornell.edu.  

 

Agricultural literacy is the basic knowledge about agriculture that all citizens need to make 

informed decisions impacting careers, health, and public policy.  Over 20% of our nation’s 

workforce is in some way involved in the Agricultural Industry.  New York Ag in the Classroom 

envisions a day when all students have the opportunity to understand the economic, social, 

historical, and scientific significance of agriculture to our society; explore food system career 

opportunities; and recognize the connection between agricultural production and the daily need for 

food and fiber products.  

Many organizations and agencies are partnering on this statewide educational effort, including NYS 

Department of Education, NYS Department of Ag & Markets, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NY 

Agricultural Educators, New York Farm Bureau and locally the Rensselaer County Farm Bureau.      

Additional information about Ag in the Classroom and this year’s program can be found on the NY 

Ag in the Classroom Website:  https://www.agclassroom.org/ny/index.php 

 

Thank you for your support of our efforts to help teachers integrate agricultural concepts into 

the curriculum to foster agricultural literacy! 
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