
By Joe Gregoire, Warwick Senior Master Gardener Volunteer

June is here and if you’re like I used to be, you’ve probably 
spent more time in your garden over the past two months than 
you’ll spend throughout the rest of the year. During the dark, cold 
days of winter, the seed catalogs inspire 
a longing for spring and a motivation to 
get out in the garden as soon as the 
snow clears and the ground thaws. 
Seedlings are started under grow 
lamps. The vestiges of the previous 
season are raked out of the beds along 
with the leaves and sticks blown in 
from neighboring trees. Compost is 
spread over the garden and smoothed 
with a rake in Zen garden–like 
precision. Planting rows are sculpted, 
and pea, radish, and spinach seeds and 
lettuce seedlings become the first new 
arrivals for this year’s garden during the 
still chilly days of March and April.

May comes, and seedlings from 
inside are gradually introduced to the 
outside environment to harden them 
off before they are nestled into their 
new garden home. Trips to local 
nurseries add excitement for new 
additions to the landscape. Mulch is 
spread on flower beds, the lawn looks 
thick and verdant, and each day gets 
longer and more productive.

June arrives and spring is in full 
swing. You’ve been busy planting and 
nurturing your young seedlings to help 
them get established while enjoying 
the first fruits of your labor with quick-
growing cool-season crops like lettuce, 
spinach, and peas. Your warm-season 
crops still have a month of maturing to 
go before you can begin to enjoy your 
first juicy tomato, crunchy pepper, and 
buttery zucchini. It’s still several 
months before your winter crops will be 
maturing, and the patient waiting and 
tending phase of the gardening season 
begins. Watering, weeding, and 
harvesting through the hot summer 
months fills that time in the garden. 

Until recently that was practically all I did after the first frosts of 
winter ended my gardening altogether for the year, and with it, 
sadly, both my greatest form of physical activity and my primary 

contribution to our kitchen.

As I’ve matured in my gardening, I’ve 
found ways to continue my outdoor 
activities for as long as possible and 
add more variety to our diet. I now 
spread out our harvest through as 
many of the warm months as I can, by 
using succession planting. As soon as I 
harvest one crop—the bed of spinach I 
sowed in late March which starts to go 
to seed in June, for example—I have 
something new ready to plant in the 
same bed, like Red Russian kale, which 
will mature and be ready to harvest in 
the fall.

And the peas I planted along the 
fence surrounding my garden in late 
March, which are beginning to look 
tired after feeding us pounds of their 
sweet pods, are now adding support to 
the quick-growing vines of the climbing 
beans and cucumber plants set in next 
to them in mid-May. Multiple harvests 
from the same spot in the garden 
within the same growing season save 
me time and effort. What I thought was 
not enough growing area is now more 
than enough space if I practice 
succession planting. Also, because I 
have living roots in the soil throughout 
the growing season, I have fewer weeds 
and my soil health benefits.

So as you work in your vegetable 
garden this year, think about what else 
you can plant and harvest in succession 
or in the open spaces between your 
other plants. You’ll find the time spent 
gardening in every season fulfilling and 
the variety of your garden’s produce 
very rewarding.

Happy Gardening!
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How to Use Squash Blossoms
By Ashley Justin, Circleville Master Gardener Volunteer

Squash blossoms are in season from May through September. 
These highly perishable flowers come from 
winter squash and summer squash. Squash 
blossoms are edible, flavorful, and 
beautiful. They contain vitamins A and C 
and also a relatively high amount of 
calcium and iron. Yet one cup of this 
delicacy is only five calories! They also 
have one gram of carbohydrates and only a 
trace (less than one gram) of protein. 

Growing squash blossoms is the easiest 
way to get them super fresh, but you can 
also purchase them from your local 
farmers’ market.

If you are growing your own squash, you 
need to know that each plant has both male and female flowers. 
The male flowers are only needed for pollination, while the 
female flowers actually produce the squash fruits. 

The male squash blossoms are more plentiful and the first to 

show up. They are leaner than the female flowers, which have a 
swollen ovary at their base. Pick male flowers in the morning 
when they are open and turned toward the sun. But don’t forget 

to leave some on the plant so that the 
female flowers will benefit from their 
pollen and produce squash. 

It is easy to store your squash 
blossoms. Male blossoms keep for 1 week 
at 50°F or for 2 to 4 days at 40°F. Cooked 
squash blossoms can be frozen for 6 to 8 
months. My favorite way to handle them, 
though, is to gently wash and arrange the 
blossoms on a paper towel–lined tray, 
place them in the refrigerator, and use 
them the very same day. 

Squash blossoms can be used as a 
garnish to brighten any dish or placed atop a pizza. You can stuff 
them with goat cheese and herbs or cooked sausage and then 
lightly fry them for a delectable treat. You can also slice them 
and toss them into a fresh salad, or add them to your favorite 
rice dish, soups, or even a grilled cheese sandwich. Enjoy! 

By Susan Ndiaye, Community Horticulture Educator

On a hot sunny day in July you may notice that your summer 
squash plants / zucchini are starting to wilt. What could it be?  

Your plant is thirsty 

It is really important to regularly watering your squash plants.  
During flowering and fruit development, they need at least an 
inch of water a week.  It is best to water deeply and less 
frequently to encourage good root development. During a hot, 
dry spell that would mean watering deeply three or four times a 
week.  If you are unsure whether your plant needs water, use a 
trowel to dig down about two inches and see if the soil is moist.  

If it isn’t, it is time to 
water!

Bacterial wilt

This disease is 
transmitted by 
striped cucumber 
beetles. Initially the 
leaves will appear a 
dull green and wilt 
during the day but 
recover at night. As 
the bacteria 
reproduces, it clogs 
the vascular system 

of the plant preventing the 
movement of water—hence, 
the wilting.  There is a simple 
test for this disease.  Cut a 
vine close to the crown of the 
plant.  Press two cross 
sections of the vine together 
and gently pull them apart.  If 
the plant is infected, you will 
see thread-like strands of bacteria ooze between the two pieces. 
If the test indicates infection, remove the plant to help prevent 
the spread to surrounding plants.

Squash bugs

Young plants are most vulnerable to these bugs. You can find 
their shiny oval-shaped bronze eggs on the undersides of leaves. 
Their nymphs are light gray with black legs and the adults are 
large, dark brown, flat, oblong bugs that are sometimes confused 
with stink bugs. Eggs are easy to remove. Nymphs and adults 
can be trapped by placing boards near squash plants. Lift up 
boards in the morning and destroy bugs.

Squash vine borer

Check the base of the stem for borer holes.  For more 
information about this pest and several management strategies, 
check out the Pest Watch article on page 7. 

Get out there and scout your squash before it is too late!

Why is My Squash Plant Wilting?

Summer Squash Plant with Bacterial Wilt
Edward Sikora, Auburn University, Bugwood.org

Female Squash Blossom, Gerald Holmes, Strawberry 

Center, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Bugwood.org

Positive Bacterial Ooze Test                        
Gerald Holmes, Strawberry Center,                             

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, Bugwood.org



By Ashley Justin, Circleville Master Gardener Volunteer

To produce garlic scapes, you must, of course, first plant 
garlic! Garlic takes eight months to mature and does best when 
planted in the fall between the first frost and early November. 

There are three main types of garlic: softneck, hardneck, and 
elephant.  If you want scapes, you need to plant a hardneck 
garlic. It is best to source your garlic from a national or local 
garlic seed producer.  We do not recommend planting garlic from 
the supermarket.  This garlic is usually softneck, so you will not 
get the desired scapes.  It may also carry disease, may have been 
treated to discourage sprouting, and is likely not well-adapted to 
New York growing conditions.

Before planting your garlic, it is a good 
idea to get your soil tested.  Garlic grows 
best in soil with a pH between 6.0 and 7.0 
and is a moderate feeder.  Add compost or 
aged manure to improve your soil’s organic 
matter content and fertilize according to your 
soil test results.  

To prepare for planting, separate the 
cloves from each bulb, leaving the papery 
husks on each individual clove. Plant garlic 
two inches deep with the tip of the clove 
facing up. Plant cloves 4–6 inches apart in 
rows with 15–24 inches between rows. Cover 
the beds with at least 3–4 inches of leaf or 
straw mulch.  This will protect the cloves and 
help control weeds. Remove mulch in the 
spring after the threat of hard freezes has passed to allow the soil 
to warm up.  Make sure to continually weed your garlic beds, so 
your garlic is not competing with weeds for nutrients and water.

Garlic scapes, which are the plant’s flower stalks, will begin to 
appear in late-May / early June.  They are ready to harvest as 
soon as the scape starts to curl. Just snap off the scape close to 
the base of the plant.  You can also use a scissors or clippers. By 

removing the scape, you are diverting the plant’s energy from the 
flower stalk into the bulb. This will allow for the garlic bulb to 
increase in size and produce a larger bulb.

There are many ways to store your fresh-picked garlic scapes 
and have them last for up to two weeks. You can store them in 
the refrigerator in any upright container with fresh water, making 
sure to freshen the water daily. You can also place them with a 
moist paper towel in a closed plastic or glass container in the 
refrigerator. Garlic scapes can even be left on the table as a 
beautiful floral arrangement for a few days with fresh water. 

For longer storage, you may want to freeze your garlic scapes. 
To do this, first cut them into 2-inch lengths. 
Then blanch them in boiling water for about 
30 seconds, and then immediately plunge 
them into an ice bath. Place your prepped 
scapes onto a lined cookie sheet in the 
freezer. Once frozen, they can be stored in a 
sealed plastic bag. They should last for 
about a year when preserved this way. 

Now comes the best part of all—
showcasing your garlic scapes by using them 
in delicious culinary treats. There are as 
many ways to use garlic scapes as there are 
to use mature garlic. You can prepare this 
seasonal delicacy by sautéing, oven roasting, 
adding them to brine and pickling, 
dehydrating, baking, or grilling. Add them 
chopped to any rice dish, stir-fry, veggie dish, 

or pesto. Top a pizza, cook them into scrambled eggs or quiche, 
or add them to butter for a mild garlic butter. Garlic scapes have 
a mild and sweet flavor, similar to chives or scallions but with the 
defined flavor of garlic that offers just a hint of the pungent garlic 
bulb it grew from. 

There are so many ways to go with this versatile delight. Have 
fun exploring your creativity with the diversity of garlic scapes!
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Growing, Harvesting, and Using Garlic Scapes

By Kimberly Marshall, Washingtonville Master Gardener Volunteer

If there were only one vegetable gardening book I could use throughout the 
gardening year, it would be The Week-by-Week Vegetable Gardener’s Handbook by Ron and 
Jennifer Kujawski. This dynamic father-and-daughter gardening duo have made an 

indispensable resource that should grace the bookshelves of vegetable gardeners everywhere.

It provides week-by-week vegetable gardening how-to’s that coincide with each planting season. A 
chart at the beginning of the book helps you identify where you are in your own area’s growing season, 
using your first and last frost dates as a guide. For example, if your last frost date is mid-May, as it is for 
many of us here in Orange County, you enter that date in the calendar’s “Week 1,” which starts your 
weekly to-do’s (first week, two weeks out, three weeks out, etc.).

Based on these dates, the book explains which week to start seeds indoors, plant cover crops, look for pests, harvest your crops, 
and fertilize each and every vegetable you can think of, with plenty of gardening tips and tricks along the way. There are even steps for 
gardening in the winter, with instructions for planning gardens and ordering seeds, so you can work on or think about your garden all 
year long. The book also includes space for journaling your thoughts and experiences. There is ample room for notes in each section 
to remind yourself of what you planted and any issues you might have experienced, helping you to avoid making the same mistakes 
the following year.

If you’re looking for a step-by-step vegetable gardening book that tells you exactly what to do and when to do it, give this one a 
try—especially if you find the idea of vegetable gardening a bit overwhelming, like I do. It breaks everything down into easy steps, 
making even the scariest parts of gardening seem effortless while helping you realize what’s truly possible for your garden along the 
way.

BOOK BOOK 
REVIEWREVIEW

The Week-by-Week Vegetable Gardener’s 
Handbook by Ron and Jennifer Kujawski



44

Building a Hoop House
By Joe Gregoire, Warwick Senior Master Gardener Volunteer

I love to garden. I wouldn’t have become a 
Master Gardener if I weren’t passionate about 
getting my hands dirty and growing food for 
my family and friends. My favorite time of 
year is the growing season, and I sure don’t 
like winter much. If not for the fact that I was 
born in the Northeast and all my family and 
friends are here, I’d probably move to 
another part of the country with a more 
favorable, Mediterranean climate for year-
round growing, like Southern California—or 
even my dream retirement, to a home in 
Tuscany! Who knows, maybe someday I will.

Until then, though, I have to enjoy the 
four seasons we’re blessed with in Orange 
County, New York. I’ve tried a number of 
strategies over the years to extend my 
growing season. Using row covers in the 
garden gives my cold-weather crops an 
earlier start in spring and extends my late 
harvest until the deep freeze sets in. I start 
my seedlings each February inside, under 
grow lights, and I grow sprouts and 
microgreens in the kitchen to add to salads 
in December and January. And I always do 
have houseplants to tend year-round. But I’ll 
admit I’ve found all these off-season 
activities underwhelming as they provide 
only the faintest scratch for my gardening 
itch.

One of my favorite winter road trips is a 
visit to the New York Botanical Garden. No 
matter what cold winds blow or rain or snow 
falls during my wintertime visits, a walk 
through the conservatory instantly transports 
me to a tropical paradise. I’ve always dreamt 
of building my own conservatory onto my 
home, but as our tall house casts a deep 
shadow over the back where we could build a 
conservatory, it just doesn’t make sense 
where we are (not to mention the high cost 
of such an addition).

During my last winter visit to my favorite 
local nursery, a different idea came to mind. 
Walking into their hoop house to look at 
poinsettias, that same tropical paradise 
feeling covered me like a blanket fresh from 
the dryer. Nice! “What if we build a hoop 
house in our backyard?” I asked my wife. And 
since she understands me well enough to 
know what makes me happy, she encouraged 
me to pursue the idea and call it my 
Christmas present. Yes, I also have a habit of 
giving myself big projects as my “gifts”. The 
pizza oven I built for my last birthday is proof 
of that.

So, online I went to learn as much about 
hoop house construction as possible to 
understand what’s involved and how much it 

would cost. There are many, many videos on 
the topic on YouTube, and some of them are 
very useful. My research taught me what the 
pros and cons are for various shapes and 
sizes, and if a single poly layer would work for 
me or if I should use a double layer with an 
air space blown in between the layers. And 
many of these YouTube videos contained 
useful links to suppliers of hoop house 
construction materials, from complete kits 
that ship to your home with assembly 
instructions to more DIY solutions. I was 
willing to spend some money to achieve my 
goal, but not too much. As this is a passion 
and not a profession, I’m not looking to make 
a return on my investment and, as I was born 
in Connecticut, my Yankee frugality also 
tends to restrain my spending.

I settled on a solution offered by a 
company called “Bootstrap Farmer,” which, as 
their name implies, promised to equip me 
with a smart solution worthy of a farmer 
without emptying my bank account. (I have 
to state here that this is not an endorsement 
of their products. I am sharing my personal 
experience so you can see what is involved in 
building a hoop house, regardless of the 
company you choose.) Since I’m a DIYer, the 
options they provided allowed me to source 
some materials from them and the rest from 
local retailers, saving money on shipping 
costs. Their website has useful tools that 
helped me plan my hoop house build and 
budget my project before I was committed to 
placing an order. Their instructional videos 
and manual made what I imagined would be 
a complex process very doable.

In late December I placed the order for my 
own Christmas present (my wife is great!), 
and within a week our friendly UPS driver 
dropped off a few large boxes. One box was 
filled with nuts, bolts, screws, metal joints 
used to connect the hoops, and the gear 
boxes for the roll-up side kit I chose. The next 
box contained the tool I’d need to bend the 
10-foot metal poles that I’d use to make the 
hoops, and the third and heaviest box 
contained the polyethylene cover I’d stretch 
over the erected hoops. And with that 
delivery, I was ready to order the rest of my 
supplies from my local retailer. As those 
consisted of large and heavy poles and 
lumber, I chose to have them delivered as 
well.

Now that I had all the materials, it was 
time to start my build. In hindsight, I 
probably should have timed the project 
differently. As you can imagine, building an 
outdoor structure in January is not what 
you’d call great planning. But passionate as I 



am, I didn’t let darkness and subfreezing 
temperatures prevent my dream from 
coming to life. So outside I worked, using a 
pickaxe to break through the frozen topsoil, 
leveling the perimeter where I’d be 
pounding in the 4-foot-long ground posts—
22 in all for the 20’ × 40’ hoop house. 
Spaced every 4 feet, the ground posts are 
pounded 2 feet into the ground to leave 
2-foot lengths sticking up above the surface. 
These 1-5/8” steel ground posts are the 
same as those used for the posts of chain-
link fences, and they enable the steel hoops 
to slide into the 2-foot portion rising above 
the surface, which are each then secured 
with a through bolt.

Once the perimeter was leveled, a very 
good workout for my winter-softened 
muscles, I spent another day pounding in 
the 22 ground posts using a level to 
maintain perpendicularity and a string to 
ensure all posts were the same 2-foot 
height above ground. Then it was time to 
bend my hoops. Using the hoop bender I 
ordered, which I mounted to my woodshed, 
I was able to bend all of the hoops within a 
hour. Each of the 11 hoops consist of 
10-foot-long 1-3/8” steel poles, normally 
used as the top rail of a chain-link fence. 
The end of one 10-foot bent pole fits into 
the other end to create a 20-foot arc that 
matches the 20-foot width of my hoop 
house. A self-drilling screw holds them 
together.

After the hoops were bent and 
assembled, the magnitude of the structure I 
was building dawned on me. With the 
placement of each hoop, I began to see 
clearly the bones of the “house” I was 
building over my garden. 20 feet wide by 40 
feet long, with a ceiling height of 10 feet, 
made for a very spacious indoor growing 
area indeed. I was really getting excited 
now. And then it came: the dreaded 
snowstorm I had been racing against. I had 
hoped to get the poly covering on before 
the snow, but I was unfortunately not able 
to beat Mother Nature on that one. My 
progress slowed for about a month until the 
deep snow melted, with my activity limited to framing the end 
walls and building the door in my workshop.

Once the snow finally cleared in March, I was back at it, 
bolting in place the base boards and hip boards that serve as a 
solid frame around the base of the structure and provide a 
surface on which to attach the poly. Now, there are a variety of 
ways to attach the poly, as the many YouTube videos I watched 
demonstrated, but I didn’t have to puzzle out my choice, because 
the Bootstrap Farmer kit I purchased included Wiggle Wire that is 
“wiggled” into a metal channel to set the poly in place. I screwed 
the Wiggle Wire along the hip boards and end wall frame boards, 
and arched it over the hoops at both ends of the structure. Once 
the poly is pulled over the hoops, the Wiggle Wire sandwiches 
the poly into the channels and holds the poly taut without 

puncturing it like staples or nails would. 
This is how the professional farmers do it, 
so it seemed like the best option for me.

Then came the hardest part of all, 
stretching the poly over the hoops and 
securing it with the Wiggle Wire. Sometimes 
I wish I was not a DIYer, as doing it yourself 
is literally impossible if your objective is to 
lift 100+ pounds of polyethylene film over a 
10-foot-tall, 20-foot-wide, and 40-foot-long 
hoop house. At times like that I wish I had 3 
or 4 clones of myself. So back I went to my 
sainted wife again for advice and assistance. 
And sure enough, she had a great idea: we 
could use the winch on our ATV to pull the 
poly sheeting over the length of the 
structure and then unfurl it down both 
sides. Genius! I built a large “spool” 
contraption at one end, tied a long rope to 
the end of the spooled poly, and—with my 
wife as the winch operator and me on a 
ladder to prevent the poly from snagging on 
anything—we pulled the poly, stretched it, 
and secured it with Wiggle Wire in just a 
couple of hours. (And all, I might add, 
before the wind had a chance to blow it off.)

After a few additional hours of trimming 
the end wall poly and installing the door, 
our new hoop house was complete. And the 
next day, with temperatures in the 30’s, my 
tropical paradise was a reality, with 
temperatures inside in the upper 60’s. The 
soil went from being frozen solid to holding 
steady temperatures above 50° within a 
week, and my first seedlings were in the 
ground as of early March. A variety of 
lettuce, kale, mustard greens, Swiss chard, 
beets, and Chinese broccoli started filling 
our kitchen in mid-April. And as my plans 
are to succession plant this space through 
the summer and grow my heat-loving 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and zucchini, 
I’m hoping to have a banner year. 

My ultimate goal is to follow the lessons 
learned in Eliot Coleman’s excellent book 
Four-Season Harvest and to continue 
gardening right through the winter. Wish me 
luck! 

For more information about extending the gardening season, 
check out ‘Gardeners on the Web’ at the back of this mpnth’s issue.
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As more of us try to incorporate native 
plants into our landscapes and home-
gardening plans, it’s easy to overlook the 
benefits of planting native trees. Just like the 
flowers and shrubs we tend to think about as 
being great food for 

pollinators, birds, and other native 
animals, trees native to our area provide 
all these benefits too (and more).

Take, for example, the native sweet 
crabapple tree, or Malus coronaria (which 
is part of the Rosaceae family). Other 
than providing food and nesting areas 
for native birds, this small- to medium-
sized tree (usually around twenty to 
thirty feet tall, with a broad top) also 
attracts a number of native bees and 
feeds other creatures, like turkeys, 
rabbits, and deer. The tree tends to 
flower about two weeks later than the 
domestic apple—generally from March 
to June—and it holds onto its fruit long 
after it sheds its leaves, providing food 
for local critters long into the autumnal season.

The sweet crabapple 
can be typically identified 
by its grey- to reddish-
brown bark, separated on 
the surface into scale-like 
fissures. When fully 
mature, it’s a bushy shrub 
with contorted branches 
that some people say 
resembles the bonsai tree 
because of the way the 
branches tangle and jut 
out at strange angles.

In the spring, the tree puts forth cheerful, rosy-white blooms 
that can sometimes be more white or pink, depending on the 
tree. Its fruit, small (about two inches in diameter) and bitter, 
contains high amounts of malic acid. These crabapples are not 
usually eaten straight off of the tree, but are cooked and used to 
make preserves (as 
they’re naturally full of 
pectin), apple cider, pies, 
and vinegar. They can 
also be buried 
underground to 
neutralize their acidity 
over the winter, or you 
can sweeten them with 
sugar. Some people dry 
the apples over a fire or 
in the sun, and store 
them for later use.

Since they are native to 
our area, it should come 
as no surprise that these trees were greatly utilized by Native 
Americans and early English settlers. Since the tree is on the 
smaller side, the wood—which is heavy and dense, but also 

close-grained and flexible—was mainly used to craft into 
handles for tools, for woodcarving, or to burn as fuel for fires. 
The bark could be used to make a yellow dye, but it was also 
prized for its medicinal properties. It was used to treat 
gallstones, sore mouths, malaria, and tuberculosis, among other 

common ailments.

When these trees grow in the area 
naturally, they tend to stick to the edges 
of our forests, open pastures, old fields, 
and streambanks. And while the tree’s 
main region is centered in and around 
the Great Lakes, Malus coronaria also 
grows in other areas, mainly along the 
Ohio River Valley, southern Ontario, and 
several adjacent states.

Since these trees are extremely 
susceptible to rust, it’s recommended 
that you plant them at least 500 feet 
from any cedars you might have on your 
property (especially the Eastern red 
cedar, Juniperus virginiana), as the 
proximity of these trees can cause 

cedar-apple rust to wreak havoc on your crabapples. This is a 
fungus that needs two hosts—both the apple and the cedar—to 
grow. On the crabapple, the cedar-apple rust tends to manifest 
as small, rust-colored spots on 
the leaves, while the fungus takes 
an entirely different form on the 
cedar, growing large, round, and 
orange, gummy-looking 
structures that look like they’re 
growing gooey orange tentacles.

Although the Malus coronaria is a 
beautiful tree, especially when its 
fragrant flowers bloom in the 
spring, many people tend to shy 
away from this crabapple because 
of its susceptibility to pests and 
diseases. But gardeners who do 
want to grow these trees can do 
so from seed, which can produce 
some different-colored flowers. 
The tree can also be used as 
rootstock for grafting cultivated 
apples and is revered for its 
hardiness.

If you’re interested in growing 
this ornamental tree, plant it in 
an area of your yard that has well-
drained, loamy soil. It does best in a sunny to partially shaded 
location. Again, make sure there are no cedars close by, and 
remember to check often for any signs of disease, such as small 
rust-colored spots on the leaves or a blackish canker on the bark, 
stem, or branches. If you find any of these symptoms, you will 
have to prune the affected areas before the disease spreads to 
save the tree and treat it appropriately before the disease gets 
out of control. However, if you’ve given your crabapple tree the 
proper growing conditions, it should remain relatively pest- and 
disease-free and bring you many years of enjoyment.

Sweet Crabapple Tree
By Kimberly Marshall, Washingtonville Master Gardener VolunteerNATIVE NATIVE 
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Cedar-Apple Rust Gall on Cedar

Cedar-Apple Rust on Apple
George Hudler, Cornell University, 

Bugwood.org

Sweet Crabapple
T. Davis Sydnor, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org

Pink Sweet Crabapple Blossoms

Crabapples



Ah, the peony! A showstopping bloom that is just as easy to grow as it is to “wow.” These cheerful perennials 
boast delicate petals resembling fluffy tissue. When you see them, it’s difficult not to cup those magnificent heads 
with both your hands, pull them to your face, and breathe in their intoxicating aroma. 

Just as beautiful as their fragrance and shape is their color. Peonies can be grown in almost every pigment you could imagine—
from soft creams, dusty roses, and fuchsias, to crimsons, golds, and everything in between.

Peonies are truly nature’s gift to gardeners everywhere. As our June plant of the month, 
here are some interesting tidbits and growing how-to’s for these charming perennial tubers:

Peonies are generally pest- and disease-resistant. Not many pests will munch on 
your peonies; they are deer- and rabbit-resistant. They are also mostly disease-free. As long 
as you properly care for your specific variety, harmful diseases—like those caused by 
funguses, bacteria, or molds—should be fairly nonexistent.

Peonies can be long-lived. It’s not uncommon to hear of gardeners proudly dividing 
and gifting parts of their hundred-year-old peonies to family and friends. These plants can 
thrive almost anywhere. And what could be more special than knowing Grandma’s beloved 
blooms can be passed down to your own grandchildren? That’s pretty cool, I’d say.

You can plant peonies throughout the year. The growing season has come and gone, 
and you forgot—again—to plant peonies. Go to your nursery anyway! Peonies come in early-, mid-, and late-season varieties sure to 
save the day (and also the season!).

Peonies are simple to grow. Plant peonies where they’ll get lots of light in well-drained, neutral soil with plenty of room to 
spread (about three feet in each direction). Don’t plant them too deep, and be sure to give them support when fully grown—the 
flowers are heavy, especially in the rain. Once they’re established, peonies are low-maintenance—so all you’ll have left to do is sit 
back and enjoy them, season after season.
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Squash Vine Borer
By Kimberly Marshall, Washingtonville Master Gardener VolunteerPEST PEST 

WATCHWATCH Nothing feels worse than seeing your squash wilt and die—especially after months of watching those leafy 
green beauties thrive in your garden. Although the culprit may be many things, it often turns out to be the 

squash vine borer (Melittia cucurbitae)—an odious insect that nestles into the squash’s stem. Whilst making a lovely home for itself, it 
chokes off the plant’s nutrients and kills those crops you’ve so carefully chosen, planted, and reared. 

How to identify the squash vine borer and the damage that it does:

Look for

• black moths with orangey-red markings on the head, legs, and 
abdomen

• flat eggs resembling tiny brown ovals around the plant’s base

• fat and white worm-like larvae at the base of the stem

• wilting leaves and rotting stems

• holes at the base surrounded by “frass” (which looks like sawdust)

How to prevent squash vine borers from ruining your yield:

• rotate your crops (as borer cocoons overwinter in the soil)

• clear away squash plants immediately after harvesting, removing 
any and all plant debris

• use row covers early in the growing season (must be removed to allow for flower 
pollination), or protect stem bases by wrapping them in aluminum foil

• grow borer-resistant varieties, like ‘Cocozella di Napoli’ or ‘Costata Romanesco’. Butternut squashes are also highly resistant.

• plant extra—just in case

How to minimize damage if borers have found your garden anyway:

• plant the pest’s preferred crop—Hubbard squash—as a ‘trap crop’

• fill a yellow dish or bucket with water to attract moths. While this won’t totally divert them from the plants, it will provide an 
indication of their presence so you know to be extra vigilant about looking for eggs

• if you notice frass, immediately cut lengthwise up the squash’s stem, remove all of the larvae, and then bury the cut in 
nutrient-rich soil to re-root

In general, you should look for the squash vine borer early and often. After all, it’s always better to be safe than sorry!

Peonies
By Kimberly Marshall, Washingtonville Master Gardener Volunteer

Squash Vine Borer Larva
Jim Jasinski, Ohio State University,     

Bugwood.org

Squash Vine Borer Adult 
Ansel Oommen,        

Bugwood.org
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Keep up with Gardening in Orange County New York on the web! 

Subscribe to our blog!
https://blogs.Cornell.edu/master-gardeners-cce-oc/

Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/gardening.cceorangecounty

GARDENER’S CHECKLIST: 
JUNE

WHAT’S HAPPENING

• Water in the morning, allowing plants to dry before nightfall.  

• Finish planting tomatoes, eggplants, and peppers in early June. 

• Remove suckers from tomato plants and provide cages and 
stakes for support.

• Plant green beans, radishes, and heat-tolerant greens every two 
weeks.

• Prune out old berry-fruiting canes after harvest is complete.

• Check plants for pests.  Instead of pesticides, use row covers or 
hand-pick pests and drop them into soapy water.

• Plant summer bulbs, such as cannas, callas, and gladiolas.

• Provide water and native plants for birds and pollinators.

• Reapply mulch, conserving moisture.

• Let dry lawns be; they’ll turn green again when it rains.

• Leave nitrogen-rich grass clippings on the lawn.

• Continue to remove weeds, which compete with your garden 
plants for water, sunlight, and space.

• Water newly planted trees and shrubs at least weekly.

GARDENERS ON THE WEB

If you’re interested in extending the gardening season and 
making the most of your limited space for as much of the year as 

possible, here are a few great websites to explore: 

Four Season Farm Book List - A list of excellent books to read 
about year-round growing in hoop houses.

http://fourseasonfarm.com/read-our-books/ 

Bootstrap Farmer - Learn all about hoop house design 
options and watch useful instructional videos.

https://www.bootstrapfarmer.com

Charles Dowding on YouTube - Learn about succession 
planting and inter-cropping growing techniques from a leading 

practitioner of no-dig gardening:

https://youtu.be/9yl8LIs5t2A

https://youtu.be/iGL1Lh1cusw

https://youtu.be/JCYULMSy1gQ

You’ll find plenty of other material on the web and YouTube to 
fill hours of your time, but these are just a few recommended 

places to start.

Tuesday, June 8   Creating a Fragrance Garden & Extracting Fragrances (Virtual Workshop) 7:00 – 8:30 pm. Learn how to  
   select plants for your fragrance garden, how to harvest them, and how to extract their fragrances. 

Saturday, June 12 Village of Otisville Centennial Celebration Family Fun Day with Cornell Cooperative Extension   
   9:00 am – 3:00 pm @ Old School Community Center, School Street, Otisville (Rain date: Sunday, June 13th).
.
Tuesday, June 15 Tick Blitz! (Education Center & 4-H Park, 300 Finchville Turnpike, Otisville) 6:00 pm. This program is for youth  
   ages 8–14. We will be joining citizen scientists around the Hudson Valley collecting ticks in order to gain a  
   better understanding of where different tick species are present and to track the northward expansion of  
   two tick species that have recently been found in New York. 

Sunday, July 11  Orange County Ag & Family Festival (Education Center & 4-H Park, 300 Finchville Turnpike, Otisville)   
   10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  Fun for the whole family with animals, activities, displays, and more!

For more information call Susan D. at (845) 344-1234 (ext. 240) or 
check out these events on our website: http://cceorangecounty.org/events 

For the past 25 years the Master Gardener Volunteers of Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County have been 
writing for and editing the Gardening in Orange County Newsletter.  Sadly, due to declining subscriptions, reduced 

resources, and budgetary considerations, our last issue will be in September 2021.  We want to thank you for 
subscribing throughout the years and hope that you will continue to be a part of our community through our blog 

and our many other programs!  Thank you for your understanding!

Ward Upham, Kansas State 
University, Bugwood.org


