
By Judy Boyd-Persen, Newburgh Senior Master Gardener
As gardeners, we always need to be ready for whatever the 

weather throws at us.  Climate change has added even more 
challenges.  What can we expect to see in New York State?  
According to Cornell University we will see an increase in 
average temperatures, with more heatwaves.  There will be 
more extreme rainfall events with increased variability in 
precipitation rates in both summer and winter.  We will see 
more invasive species in our gardens and a decrease in 
biodiversity.  Plants such as lilacs, apples, and grapes will 
bloom earlier in spring.  We have already seen a longer growing 
season.

Not only must the gardener adapt but do so the plants, 
insects, birds, and animals.  For example, if fruit trees flower 
earlier but their usual pollinators haven’t yet emerged, fruit 
production will decrease.  According to NY Botanical Gardens, 
as hardiness zones change, we may be able to grow frost tender 
plants; however, wetter winters may make it more difficult to 
grow bulbs and tuberous plants.  Cold-hardy plants may not 
receive the chilling period of dormancy they require.  Not all 
our familiar plants may make the transition to a warmer 
climate.

So, what should we do?  Take steps to reduce your energy 
consumption.  Plant native trees.  Where possible reduce the 
amount of land devoted to lawn.  Use some drought tolerant 
plants but keep your garden diverse.  Plant pollinator and 
wildlife gardens that include nectar plants, berries, seed heads, 
shelter, and water.  Follow good gardening practices.

What are good gardening practices?
• Design gardens with proper spacing.  Overcrowding 

creates environments for diseases and pests.
• Use the right plant in the right place.  Don’t try to plant 

a shade loving plant in full sun.
• Water properly.  Use drip systems where possible.  

Only water from overhead sources in the morning.  Water 
established plants only when necessary.  Check the soil 
level to two inches to see if watering is required.

• Mulch to suppress weeds and conserve water.  Use 2 to 
3 inches of mulch.  Do not pile mulch against the base of a 
plant.  It can keep in too much moisture and encourage 
disease.

• Use organic fertilizers.
• Prune plants at the appropriate time to allow air 

circulation.  Remove dead, damaged, and diseased 
branches.

• Rotate crops in vegetable gardens to help replenish 
soil and deter diseases specific to certain plants.  Scout 
your plants frequently for insects.  Use non-chemical 
methods to control insects such as row covers, and hand-
picking of insects dropping them into soapy water.  Avoid 
chemical pesticides.

• Avoid monocultures which encourage diseases and 
insects.  Use companion planting.

• Create a compost pile.  Use kitchen waste and garden 
waste.

• Clean up your garden in the fall but be sure to leave 
some leaves, seed heads and other debris for the insects 
and birds.  Always dispose of diseased plants.  Do not 
place them in your compost pile.
One of the most important things you can do is keep a 

garden journal.  This allows you to see change over time and 
which plants worked and which plants didn’t.  When was the 
last frost?  When did you plant warm weather crops?  When was 
the frost that ended the growing season?  Track rain and 
snowfall, damage caused by storms and what impact it had on 
your garden.  Take note of when pollinators emerged and when 
your fruit trees bloomed.  When did certain pests emerge?  
These and many other observations reflect what is happening.  
Take pictures at the same time each year of each garden.  Map 
your gardens.  Keep tags of plants you purchased and 
document how they did.  It is surprising what you will learn and 
how it will help you develop an action plan for your garden.  
Note trends from year to year.  Review your plan in late winter 
for the coming season.  Adjust and make new plantings to deal 
with the changing climate.
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By Susan Irving, Sparrowbush Senior Master Gardener
Plants living in containers are captives.  Their well being relies 

on our understanding and satisfying their needs and monitoring 
their vigor.

Aside from positioning their ‘homes’ in sun or shade, our job 
is to provide their roots with a little fertilizer, optimal oxygen and 
nutrient-dissolving water.  This is achieved by gravity moving 
water through and out of the pot - good drainage.

If a plant is overwatered, or if water flows sluggishly through 
the potting soil, the availability of air is inhibited and plant roots 
will be deprived of oxygen. They can’t breathe, so they rot and 
collapse.  A warning sign of excessive watering is salinization - 
the build-up of a white crust of salts on a pot’s outside.

If water moves too quickly across the roots, it is due to hyper-
porous soil – the result is inadequate moisture retention.  Even 
with frequent watering, the plant will struggle.

For “just right” moisture retention, avoid using outdoor 
garden soil.  Look for a growing medium with an optimum pH 
between 5.5 - 6.2, and with a mixture including perlite, coir, 
compost, bark, vermiculite, or dolomitic limestone (often added 
to offset the lower pH of peat moss and bark).

Theoretically, drainage is aided by putting gravel at the 
bottom of a pot.  In fact, this is not true – gravitational water will 

not move from a fine soil texture 
into a coarser material until the 
finer soil is saturated.  So adding 
gravel or pebbles to the bottom of 
a container actually induces the 
soil to become water-logged.

If a plant is root-bound and is 
in need of a larger pot, select a pot 
that is larger by only one or two 
inches in diameter.  Without root mass filling your pot, extra soil 
stays soggy longer, leading to inadvertent over-watering.

No-hole containers are for drought-resistant plants only and 
are not for use outdoors. Plants in no-hole containers should be 
watered sparingly to avoid pooling. If a plant appears to be 
struggling, clip off any roots that look damaged - black, brown, or 
mushy - and re-plant it in a pot with drainage holes, keeping it 
barely moist until it recovers.

To cut down on weight in very large pots, place several inches 
of a weightless substance in the bottom: packing peanuts, small 
pieces of house insulation, or plastic bottles.  Cover with 
landscape cloth and add medium (this technique seldom works 
when installing plants in smaller pots.)

How Best to Keep Healthy Container Plants?

By Betsy Hawes, Blooming Grove Senior Master Gardener
June is a fine month to start planting your garden!  Many of 

growers’ favorite crops have just been waiting for warm weather 
to get a good start.  

Although some people try to get tomatoes planted in May, 
they are a tropical fruit that loves the warmer temperatures of 
June.  Many varieties are still available in garden shops: slicers, 
cherries, or pastes;   determinate (shorter vines, shorter season), 
and indeterminate (tall vines, continuous fruiting); red, yellow, 
orange and dark purple/brown.  My favorites are Sungold, 
Striped German, Valencia and Amish Paste.

Like tomatoes, peppers should go in the garden in June as 
started plants.  Bell Peppers come in many colors.  Hot peppers 
come in many grades of heat.  Frying peppers are also popular.  
Be sure you don’t over feed your peppers or you will have 
wonderful foliage and very little fruit.

Potatoes are started from “seed potatoes” which are certified 
to be free of diseases.  By waiting until June to plant the 
potatoes, you may skip the season of potato bugs.  Seed 
potatoes are available much earlier, but there should still be 
some for sale in early June.

Corn loves warm weather.  
It is usually seeded directly 
into the soil and must be 
planted in blocks for wind 
pollination…3-4 rows across.

Zucchini and other 
summer squash will do just 
fine waiting until June.  You 
will only need one or two 
plants per family and they 
can be started from seed 

directly in the soil.  You might also want to try a pumpkin if you 
have enough space.

Don’t forget to add a few flowers to the vegetable bed: 
alyssum, calendula, marigolds, sunflowers and zinnias.  Basil can 
also be added throughout the month.

Carrots and beets can be started from seed for Fall harvest.  
Cabbages, broccoli, and cauliflower can go in as plants for Fall 
harvest also.

Have fun with your June garden!

Is June too late to plant a garden?

Addendum to the May GOC
The GEM (Garden Exploration with Master Gardeners) children’s program at the O.C. Arboretum was founded 18 years ago by MG 

Dora Wright and past MG coordinator Diana Weiner.



By Susan Irving, Sparrowbush Senior Master Gardener
It may seem there are impenetrable secrets embedded in a 

plant’s scientific, foreign-sounding, two names.  Happily, they 
frequently refer to a plant’s unique or outstanding attribute, 
origins or namesake.  Once one gets the hang of it, the Latin/
Greek name can awaken an ‘ah ha’ moment of recognition, a clue 
to what’s special about that plant.

By the 1700s, plant and animal discoveries were piling up.  
Many had a similar appearance or were so extraordinary and 
exotic that Aristotle’s 2000-year-old system for naming organisms 
fell short of precise identification.  He put animals into 
subgroups: ‘Land, Water, Air’, and plants into subgroups: ‘Small, 
Medium and Large.’  Un-specific for sure.  Confusion reigned.  
Something had to be done.

Along comes Swedish biologist, Carolus Linnaeus (1707 – 
1778), the father of taxonomy, who devised a two-name system 
dedicated exclusively to each living thing.  Its Genus (capitalized) 
– is the name for the group whose physical characteristics - often 
their sexual parts - are permanent, similar and confined to that 
group.  The second name is the specific epithet (never 
capitalized) – it’s an adjective - either with a meaning or a playful 
invention.  These two names form the species name - it’s 
binomial – bi (two) and nomial (name).  The species name 
indicates what sets it apart from another within the genus.  
Common names, confusingly, can refer to as many as 12 different 
species across many different genera.   Using binomials makes 
communication between far-flung gardeners and scientists 
precise and not influenced by the vernacular.  

Here are a few names “decoded”: 
• oides = resembling;  Asteroides - like an aster
• annua = annual
• atropurpureus - atro = dark; purpureus = purple
• acutifolius = sharp leaves 
• arborescens = tree-like
• candidus = white 
• elatus = tall
• elegantissumus = most elegant 
• fistulosus = tubular
• integrifolius = with entire leaves 
• macrophyllus = large leaves
• palustris = swampy places
• Montpeliensis = from Montpelier
• Davisii = Mr. Davis
• spicata = spiked
• spinosa = spiny
• sativa = cultivated
• sylvestris = of woods 
• vernalis = of spring
• nudiflorum = flowers coming before leaves.

Knowing even a handful of these prefixes and suffixes will give 
you confidence when nursery shopping and will assure that what 
you “think” you are buying is, in fact, that specific plant you 
researched.

What’s in a Latin Name?

Starting a Veggie Garden: Tips 
By Betsy Hawes, Blooming Grove Senior Master Gardener

If you are new to growing your vegetables, start small!  After 
finding a location with at least 6-8 hours of sunlight, a source of 
water, and a fence to keep out critters you are ready to start 
planning.  What do you like to eat?  Do some research on the 
plant that produces that food.  How much space does it require?  
Will you want to start with small plants from a nursery or seeds 
directly into the soil?  When can you start to plant?  How much 
space should there be between plants?  Some easy to grow 
plants for the beginner are beans, potatoes, lettuce, tomatoes, 
and peppers sweet or hot.  Beans and potatoes are planted as 
seeds right into the garden soil while tomatoes and peppers are 
usually put in as young plants that have been started inside, on 
your windowsill or in a nursery.  Lettuce can be started either 
way.

You might want to start out with a plot in a community 
garden.  There the sunlight, water and fencing have already been 
supplied for you.  Start by removing weeds and rocks, perhaps 
putting wood chips down on the path beside your plot.  You do 
not want to walk where you will be planting!  Measure out the 
spacing you will need for whatever you want to grow to see how 
many individual plants you can use.  Planting a whole packet of 
lettuce seeds in one spot will not get you a nice big lettuce plant, 
just a whole lot of crowded seedlings.  You will want to feed your 
plants for best growth.  Most community gardens use organic 
methods instead of chemical fertilizer.  Be aware that over-
feeding prevents the formation of female, vegetable-producing 
flowers.

June is a great month for starting a garden, at least if you start 
early in the month. Small plants are still available in the 
nurseries; the soil is warm.  Others may plant earlier, but your 
garden will catch up.  Observe your community garden 
neighbors.  Some of them will have experience that can help you 
and most gardeners are willing to share ideas and even plants.  
Did you buy a pack of 4 bell peppers, but only need two for your 

own garden?  Offer to share or trade!  Your neighbors can also 
help you know when and how to harvest your veggies or to 
transplant those which have managed to get too close together.

Renting a bed in a community garden gives a lot of 
advantages but also gives you some responsibilities.  You will 
need to keep your veggies weeded regularly.  People growing 
their own vegetables seldom use weed killers and most 
community gardens will have rules against them.  There may 
have been no weeds when you prepared the bed and put in your 
plants and seeds, but they will appear.  This continues to the end 
of the season when you have a responsibility to return your bed 
to the state in which you started it, without those dead plant 
remains - either veggies or weeds.  There may also be a 
responsibility to help occasionally with the communal parts of 
the garden, perhaps in a flower or herb area.  And while you may 
trade produce or give yours away, it is never correct to help 
yourself to something another member has grown.

Remember where these tips began, start small and you will 
enjoy caring for your plants and the produce they provide.
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By Susan Irving, Sparrowbush Senior Master Gardener
Even though there are almost 400 species of native bees in New York, these bees usually zoom right under our radar.  

They work and nest on our property yet are often unrecognized and unnoticed (let alone understood) as the crucial 
pollinators of our flowers and food crops.  Most natives are not aggressive and sting only if provoked. Unfortunately, they 
often get mistaken for bellicose wasps or hornets and, sadly, are obliterated.

Bees evolved from insect-devouring wasps 100 million years ago.  Bees are wasps that went vegetarian.  They evolved 
away from hunting insects to bee species adapted for efficiently gathering more nutritious pollen to feed their larvae.  

Three-fourths of our native Orange County bees are ground-nesters that dig tunnels or take over beetle or mouse 
burrows.  The rest nest above ground in straw-like stems, twigs, stonewalls, or in hollowed-out deadwood.  Most of them 
are solitary - meaning the queens build, gather, provision, and care for their nests all alone.  Males often look like a 
smaller version of their queens.

Mining Bees – Andrena nigrae
These strong bees dig deep ground-nests leaving volcano-shaped mounds in 

sand, clay, grass or under fallen leaves.  Often their nests are aggregated and 
detectable when the female flies in figure eights in greater and greater distances 
to orient her own “door”.  Males can be seen swarming around the complex 
looking for an opportunity to mate.  Although one hole leads to many 
underground “apartments”, each queen lives separately with her brood. The 
communities’ females exhibit an orderly morning exodus one at a time.

Our most numerous native bees, miner bees fly only from late April to July. 
They emerge to the surface at around 40 – 50°F, absorb the sun’s warming rays, 
and get going when temperatures reach 50 – 60°F.  They fly fast and are valued for 
pollinating early morning flowers that bloom before honey bees wake up.

Which Native Bee Is That?

Bumblebees – Bombus 
Closely related to foreign honeybees, these charismatic bees have an 

iconic stocky, round shape and small wings that defy the aerodynamics of lift 
and drag.  The distinctive flat shiny spot on female’s back legs is surrounded 
by hairs to form a pollen basket.  They use this basket to transport pollen 
wetted with nectar, but, unlike the honeybee, they never stockpile it.  
Bumblebees live in ground dwellings, not hives, and are distinguishable by 
their waist-less anatomy covered in black and yellow hair, especially on the 
abdomen.  Queens make their nests in animal tunnels or tussock grasses.  A 
queen will travel up to a mile for pollen to feed her young, usually referred 
to as her brood. The more flowers available for pollen, the larger her brood.  
Colonies last only one season - compelling swift, and prodigious pollen 
collection -15 times that of the honey bee.  Males leave the nest and do not 
normally return, spending their time feeding on nectar and trying to mate.  

Bumblebees are flower generalists and are the preeminent tomato 
pollinators.  They clutch the flower and vibrate their abdomens to shake out 
the pollen found inside tomato 
flowers.

Carpenter Bees - Xylocopa virginica
Common in Orange County, carpenter bees are the largest of our native 

bees.  Females resemble bumblebees - only they are larger and have a 
hairless shiny black abdomen. Males’ faces are yellow while females’ faces 
are black.  They are named “carpenter bees” because they cut precise round 
galleries for nests inside sound, undecayed soft wood.  They avoid wood 
covered with paint or bark and have been known to cut their galleries in 
fence posts, wooden benches and houses leaving what some would 
consider unsightly holes and stains.  Males are attracted to sudden 
movements and conspicuously hover closely to people or in front of nests.  
They also engage in aggressive territorial battles for mating opportunities.  
Males cannot sting and females rarely sting - only when molested.  Adults 
emerge during the summer and fall and can live up to three years.  
Females will sometimes cohabitate with their daughters and, unlike most 
native bees, carpenter bees will reuse old nests. Carpenter bees are 
beneficial and important pollinators, especially of open-faced flowers.

Bumble Bee, Bombas pensylvanicus 

B. Merle Shepard, Clemson University, Bugwood.org

Mining Bee, Andrena nigrae

Allan Smith-Pardo, Bees of the United States, 

USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org



FYI - Wasps    
Although wasps are usually considered pests, adult wasps are considered 

beneficial since they capture insects and spiders for their developing larvae.  They 
also feed on sweet nectar (and can annoy picnics in late summer by scavenging 
on human food).  

Some of the more common wasps found in our area are yellow jackets, bald-
faced hornets, and paper wasps.  Yellow jackets usually build their nests in the 
ground or in voids found in buildings.  Their colonies last only one season and 
nests are not reused.  Bald-faced hornets are actually not true wasps, but a type of yellow 
jacket.  They are large black and white wasps that make the grayish papery, pear-shaped 
hives (mistakenly illustrated as Winnie the Pooh’s “honey bee hive”) found hanging from 
trees or shrubs.  Bald-face hornets also do not reuse their nests.  Like the bald-faced hornets, paper wasps also make 
papery nests, but their nests have open combs.

Just remember that wasps are considered beneficial, so unless their nests are in an undesirable place, they should be 
left alone. One way to dissuade wasps from nesting near your home is to use an imitation wasp nest. (These can be 
crocheted or purchased.)  As visual creatures, when they see another “wasp” nest in the area they assume it’s another 
competitor and do not build there.  

It’s clear - bees are good for our gardens and our gardens are good for the bees – as long as our gardens provide 
reliable pollen and nectar sources. Our native bees, once common, are in decline due to loss of habitat, residual 
pesticides in their food sources, pathogens, mites and diseases.  Our first step in helping them is understanding them 
and their ways.  Protect their livelihood by proliferating their only food source – flowers – which renew and sustain them 
year-after year.  Here are a few things to keep in mind: plant in swaths; modified, doubled-petaled cultivars have less 
nectar than natives; choose diverse flowers, preferably natives species; plant decorative flowers among vegetables; let a 
few herbs bolt (so flowers are produced); minimize use of neonicotinoid pesticides - they move systemically into plant 
pollen and nectar and can weaken bees’ immune systems.

Flower Power!  More flowers = higher bee numbers.  
In the bargain, humans get free pollinating labor assuring healthy vegetation and reliable fresh foods – and we get to 

revel in Nature’s door-prize of life – the magnificent, ravishing, inestimable flower. 
For more information about Wild Bees of New York visit Cornell’s Pollinator Website (https://pollinator.cals.cornell.edu/

wild-bees-new-york/).

Sweat Bees – Agapostemon virscens
Sweat bees make up for their minute size with their incredible numbers and are 

among the most abundant and commonly seen bees in North America.  They are 
attracted to the proteins, moisture and salt on sweaty arms, legs, and necks.  Don’t 
swat!  Females will sting if brushed against or agitated, and they will release 
pheromones attracting more bees.

Up to twenty-four solitary females dig deep burrows in banks or on flat or 
sloping soil – they then share the entrance into the nest.  They are most active in 
late spring and summer.

Sweat bees have short tongues which makes it difficult for them to extract 
nectar from deep flowers.  For this reason, they are attracted to open-face flowers.
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Mason Bees – Osmia lignaria
New York’s several species of Mason bees choose above-

ground nesting sites in preexisting cavities such as twigs, 
hollow stems, and beetle burrows.  Child and pet-friendly 
Mason bees are far too busy to be aggressive. They only sting 
as a last resort, and the venom they release is very mild.  If 
you’re allergic to honeybees, this solitary, docile pollinating 
rock star is easy to keep and a great alternative.  They cross-
pollinate a wide variety of trees and plants instead of focusing 
on stripping pollen and nectar from one location.  You can help 
protect them in winter by leaving standing hollow-stemmed 
plants.

Leaf Cutter Bees – Osmia ribifloris
The female leaf cutter bee makes small circular cuts in 

living or dried leaves or petals.  She curls them up to carry 
back and line her nest.  Attracting these gentle yet 
vigorous pollinators requires growing plants with thin-

walled leaves, such as roses, hostas, peas, and lilacs.  Because they build their 
nests near one another and are 15 times more valuable as pollinators than honey 
bees, they aid farms and gardens where lots of bees are needed. Solitary leaf cutter 
bees lay their eggs in existing holes and no damage is done to structures.

They are more round, cigar- or submarine-shaped than other bees and carry 
collected pollen on their abdomen.  Distinguishable from honeybees, they have no 
brown/yellow stripes on their abdomen.

Leafcutting bee, Osmia ribifloris 

Jack Dykinga, USDA ARS, Bugwood.org

Sweat Bee, Agapostemon virscens 

Susan Ellis, Bugwood.org

Mason Bee, Osmia lignaria 

Scott Famous, DoD, Bugwood.org
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Got Bugs?
By Betsy Hawes, Blooming Grove Senior Master Gardener

Master Gardener Barbara Stewart wrote in 2006: “Like us, 
plants are more prone to disease and other problems when they 
are stressed.”  She was thinking particularly of indoor plants, but 
this also applies to the vegetable and outdoor flower gardens.  
Make sure your plants have the light, space and water that they 
require.  Feed and water them but don’t overdo it.  Even when 
you pay attention to these requirements, the “bad bugs” may 
show up.  Remember, you do want the “good bugs” there to 
pollinate your plants.  It is important to inspect your plants 
regularly to stop the bad bugs before they do too much damage.

In the vegetable garden I 
watch for cutworms, potato 
beetles, squash bugs, tomato 
hornworms, 4-lined plant 
bugs, and cucumber beetles 
in particular.  I look on the 
underside of leaves for bug 
egg masses and sometimes I 
can keep ahead of the bugs 
by removing those before 
they develop.  That takes 
almost a daily check once 
they appear.  One could keep 
a covered container of soapy 
water right in the garden and 
drop any found adults into it.  
In other cases, I use barriers to 
prevent those bugs from reaching my plants.

When putting out young seedlings I use a plant collar to 
prevent cutworms from killing those babies overnight.  Collars 
can be made of cardboard, metal cans, or plastic drink cups cut 
into rounds and pressed about an inch into and above the soil.  

For cabbages or broccoli 
or others in that family I 
protect from the Cabbage 
White Butterfly 
caterpillars by putting a 
tent of floating row cover 
over the plants from the 
day I put the seedlings 
into the ground.  Unlike 
the tomatoes and 
cucumbers, the plant 
parts I want from these 
do not come from the 
flowers, so they do not 
need to be pollinated.  
This year I will start a 
zucchini under row cover, 

uncover and hand pollinate 
the flowers, then recover in hopes of avoiding the squash bugs.  
Spraying for bugs is pretty much a waste of time.  Look for seeds 
that are pest or disease-resistant for the best luck.

Love Me, Don’t Squish Me
By Betsy Hawes

Who Am I?
I’m the larva of the ...

Swallowtail Butterfly  
• Pollinator
• Food source
• Ecosystem health 

indicator

Who Am I?
I’m the larva of the ... Hover Fly  

• Adult pollinators
• Voracious in larval 

stage on 
aphids,Mealy bugs, 
and scale

Who Am I?
I’m the larva of the ...

Who Am I?
I’m the larva of the ...

Ladybug 
• Predator of aphids, 

mealy bugs, & scale

Pipevine Swallowtail 
Butterfly  
• Pollinator
• Deters other garden 

predators

Black Cutworm, Agrotis ipsilon,

W.M. Hantsbarger, Bugwood.org

Cutworm Collar

Good Bug? Bad Bug?
Bring it to our diagnostic lab

for identification for $7
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PLANT OF
THE MONTH

BAPTISIA AUSTRALIS
By Judy Boyd-Persen, Newburgh Senior Master Gardener

Baptisia australis, commonly known as false blue indigo, is a 
native of North America.  It blooms in the spring between April 
and June and is a favorite of our native bumble bees as well as 
other pollinators.  This sturdy plant is between two and five-feet-
tall and three feet wide.  The plant prefers full to part sun and 
well-drained soil.  Baptisia is deer- resistant.  The plant is hardy in 
zones 3 to 9.

The beautiful blue flowers are a stand-out in the perennial 
garden.  Baptisia is a member of the pea family as evidenced by 
the shape of the flower and the seedpod that forms as the seeds 
dry.  The plant may be propagated by seed but won’t bloom for 
the first three years.  Once established the plant does not like 
being disturbed.  The dried seed pods are a great addition to 
flower arrangements.

THE SPOTTED LANTERN FLY
By Judy Boyd-Persen, Newburgh Senior Master Gardener

PEST
WATCH

New York State remains on high alert to prevent the spread of the Spotted Lantern 
Fly (SLF).  It remains a significant threat to New York’s agricultural and forest health.  It 
is an invasive pest from Asia that feeds on a variety of plants including grapevines, 
hops, maples, and fruit trees.  The adult’s choice for egg laying is the tree of heaven 
(Ailanthus altissma), but it will lay eggs on almost anything.  The SLF has not yet been 
found in significant numbers in New York State, but the agricultural community remains 
vigilant.   We are asking the community to be on alert for this destructive insect.

Nymphs are black with white spots and turn red before becoming adults.  Nymphs 
have been spotted beginning in April.  The adults are about 1 inch in length and ½ inch 
wide while resting.  The adults emerge in July.  In fall they lay 1-inch long egg masses on 
tree trunks, rocks, firewood, vehicles, and even patio furniture.

The long distance spread of the insect is facilitated by humans.  As a result, NYS AG 
and Markets has implemented a quarantine on materials from Delaware, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.  Regulated materials include firewood, logs, stumps, packing 
crates, plants including nursery stock, mulch, outdoor household items, and any other 
outdoor material that could be harboring.  Check all outdoor materials you bring in 
from the quarantined states.

The adults can be difficult to spot as their gray color blends in to tree trunks.  They 
can be spotted near dusk moving up and down tree trunks.  If you think you have seen 
them take a picture, note the location, and email NYS DEC at spottedlanternfly@dec.ny.gov.

GARDENS OF THE HIGH LINE
BY PIET OUDOLF AND RICK DARKE
REVIEWED BY JUDY BOYD-PERSEN, NEWBURGH SENIOR MASTER GARDENER

BOOK 
REVIEW

For anyone who frequents the High Line in NYC, or wishes to visit, this 
book is a must.  Each of the thirteen gardens is reviewed in beautiful detail 
and stunning photographs.  The book takes you through the design for all 
four seasons.  It explains the process of using both native plants and exotics 
to create gardens that combine the natural with the man-made structure of 
an elevated railway in the heart of New York City.

The book focuses on the horticultural aspects of the garden.  It provides 
information on the plants used in each garden and the four-season 
approach.  I found the book to be a great teaching tool to help gardeners 
design their own four-season garden.  For anyone who is interested in Piet 
Oudolf’s design, I would also recommend a documentary titled Five 
Seasons: The Gardens of Piet Oudolf.



CALL OR EMAIL US WITH YOUR GARDENING QUESTIONS
E-mail: mghelpline@cornell.edu Phone: 845-343-0664 

April – November: Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM. All other times, please leave a message.

GARDEN HELPLINE

GARDENER’S CHECKLIST
JUNE

• Weed, weed, weed.  Make sure to keep up with the weeds in all 
your gardens on a weekly basis.

• Mulch to keep moisture in and weeds out.

• Water new trees and shrubs weekly.

• In early June, finish planting tomatoes, eggplants and peppers.  
Water new plants frequently.

• Remove suckers on your indeterminate tomato plants.  
Provide support cages and stakes.

• For continuous harvest plant green beans, radishes, and 
heat-tolerant greens every two weeks.

• Plant summer bulbs such as cannas, callas and gladiolas.

• Check your plants frequently for unwanted pests.  
Check under leaves looking for eggs and nymphs.  Avoid the 
use of pesticides.  Use methods such as row covers, hand 
picking and soapy water.

• Deadhead lilacs and rhododendrons along with other spring-
blooming perennials.

• Prune broken and diseased branches from trees and shrubs.

• Place houseplants outside in a protected location.

• Encourage pollinators and birds to your yard by planting 
native plants and providing a water source.

   WHAT’S HAPPENING
Tuesdays, June 11 & 18 Creative Leaf Casting 

 10am – 12 pm This is a 2-part class.  Leaf casting is a wonderful way to preserve the shapes and textures of 
leaves.  We will explore the basic technique, and then each participant can choose to do simple leaf casting 
(beginners) or a deeper casting using larger or multiple leaves.  All materials are supplied, but participants 
are welcome to bring materials to personalize their creations.  Dress for a mess!  $35. ($31.50 GOC 
Subscribers)

Thursday, June 13 Working with Willow 

 9:30 am-12:30 pm Learn about the uses of the many varieties of willow.  You will learn the technique of 
weaving willow and craft a plate to take home that can be used as a trivet or as a decorative item.  $35 ($31.50 
GOC Subscribers)

Saturday, June 15 Make a Flower Press 

 9 am – 12 pm Participants will construct their own wooden 9” x 12” plant press, and begin the process of 
preserving their own personal flower collection or prepare pressed plants for craft projects.  $25 ($22.50 GOC 
Subscribers)

* - Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Subscribe 
to Gardening In 

Orange County Today!
Ten issues of this award-winning newsletter written specifically for 

Orange County costs only $20!  Digital subscriptions are $12!
Subscribe ONLINE at cceorangecounty.org

 or call 845-344-1234 to start your 
subscription today!

Subscribe 
to our Blog Gardening In Orange County Today!

https://blogs.cornell.edu/master-gardeners-cce-oc/


