
By Nancy Faust, Cornwall Master 
Gardener

It is with personal pleasure and 
pride that this edition of Gardening 
in Orange County is dedicated to 
The Orange County Arboretum’s 35 
acres of magnificent pathways 
leading to ten specialty gardens, 
water features, woodlands, unique 
botanical wonders (that evolve 
seasonally), architectural structures 
(including 3 greenhouses), and 
features made from stone, granite, 
bronze, and metal - and to the staff 
and volunteers that share a 
passion for this precious jewel.  
The Arboretum is “an 
environmental resource and garden 
whose primary purpose is the 
display of tree collections.” It is an 
outdoor living laboratory and a 
sanctuary that nourishes our hearts 
and souls. 
Orangecountyarboretum.org

The development of the 
Arboretum has evolved through 
insight and an increasing need for 
preserving open space.  Through 
the perseverance of the late 
Graham Skea (Commissioner of 
Parks and Recreation), and the 
many residents, benefactors and 
philanthropists of Orange County, 
the Arboretum was born.  The 
Arboretum’s 35 acres are within Thomas Bull Memorial Park in 
Hamptonburgh, New York. In 1965, Orange County Legislators 
named the Thomas Bull Memorial Park after the descendants of 
Thomas Bull who donated 189 acres of land, which is adjacent 
to the original park, Hill Hold Museum.  In 1990, planning 
began for the thirty-five acre Arboretum on the eastern end of 
the Thomas Bull Memorial Park.  The Arboretum is operated 
and maintained by the Orange County Parks Department in 
cooperation with the Friends of the Orange County Arboretum 
Advisory Board, a non-profit 501-C.  By 1999, further 
development included the James and Ruth Ottaway Education 
Center.  A few years later Commissioner Graham Skea’s visit to 
Jim Taylor, owner of Taylor Recycling LLC, developed into the 

creation of the 9/11 Memorial 
that honors the 44 Orange 
County residents who died on 
9/11/01.  In 2004 donations 
were received and the Kosuga 
Greenhouse and classroom 
were completed.  Throughout 
this newsletter, additional 
benefactors will be 
mentioned following a 
reflection of the various 
gardens within the 
Arboretum.

On behalf of the Orange 
County Arboretum and as an 
Orange County volunteer, I 
personally wish to thank all 
those named and unnamed 
who have contributed their 
time, financial resources, 
creativity, and inspiration to 
our present day Arboretum.

In conjunction with the 
Commissioner of Parks and 
Recreation, James Brooks, 
management of the 
Arboretum is the 
responsibility of a very special 
person - Peter Patel, our 
Arborist, Greenhouse Nursery 
and Landscape Manager. No 
wonder we have such 
exceptional trees and 
landscape designs!  Peter is a 

husband and father of 2 boys and an avid diver.  He graduated 
from Paul Smith College and Colorado State’s Urban Forestry 
and Horticulture Programs.  During the summer he worked at 
Fort Collins Forestry Department in Colorado, which is a highly 
managed forest of 50,000 trees.  He was hired upon graduation 
to the City of Fort Collins Forestry Department and worked 
there for 5 years.  In response to family encouragement, Peter 
and his family returned to Orange County.  Peter has been with 
the Orange County Parks Department for 17 years now.  He is 
very knowledgeable and has an exceptional eye for garden 
design.  He is hard working, always willing to teach and answer 
our horticulture questions and is sincerely kind and grateful to 
all the volunteers at the Arboretum.
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By Nancy Faust Cornwall Master Gardener
The Greenhouse
Imagine yourself in late winter dreaming of spring and yearning for the glory of spring blooms.  Imagine no more - because in 

February of each year, following the volunteer training program held at the James and Ruth Ottaway Building, volunteers don their 
respective green and red aprons to begin their journey from potting soil to planting over 28,000 plugs into pots in the Kosuga 
Greenhouse.  To the new and veteran volunteer, this is a sight to behold and a process that will leave you amazed.  Take a few minutes 
and browse the Orange County Arboretum Facebook page.  Hit the link to Public Garden next to the pink flowers and then hit videos 
in order to watch Volunteers in Action during a cold February Day.

Within weeks the greenhouse nourishes florets of annuals and perennials.  Seedlings of vegetables, herbs and succulents flourish.  
Hundreds of magnificent hanging plants with a diversity of textures and color combinations are ready for their journey to our Annual 
Plant Sale on the following dates: May 11, 18, and 25, 2019 from 10am-3pm.

The Majestic 14 Acre Fenced in Grove
Within the 35 acres of the Arboretum are the 14 acres of trees, shrubs, ten thematic gardens, raised beds, woodlands, and 

architectural structures surrounding plentiful patios and benches, fountains with stone, granite and bronze features.  There are 315 
species of plantings within the Grove and a fine collection of conifers, magnolia, maple, oak, and dogwood trees.

In addition to a world-class collection of plants, the Arboretum is home to animals large and small, insects and pond life.  Come 
and rediscover nature.  The Arboretum is open dawn to dusk and is free of charge.

The Arboretum as an Outdoor Living Environment

By Nancy Faust, Cornwall Master Gardener
Situated within the Orange County Arboretum are the Apiary, the James and Ruth Ottaway Education Center, and the Kosuga 

Greenhouse and Classroom.  These are the gathering areas for the GEM Program (Garden Exploration with Master Gardeners), a 
school group program for elementary students in Orange County.  Judy, a Cornell Cooperative Extension Master Gardener volunteer 
and a member of the Friends of the Orange County Arboretum Advisory Board has coordinated this environmental educational 
program for the past 16 years.  According to Judy, GEM is a very popular and successful program.  There are currently sixteen K-3 
schools participating in the educational program.  The program is 4.5 hours in length and occurs on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
during May and June.  The students are taught by Master Gardeners and rotate through the following educational topics: Beekeeping 
at the Apiary, Composting, Vermiculture, Recycling, and Good Bugs / Bad Bugs.  Plant Identification from seed to seedlings are shown 
in the Kosuga Greenhouse.  At the conclusion of the program each student pots up a flower or vegetable plant from the seedlings 
grown in the greenhouse, and then boards the bus for lunch and play at Sally’s Dreams Playground within Thomas Bull Memorial 
Park.  The GEM program offers hands-on experience and reinforces what the students are learning in their school and home 
environment.

Older students from Orange Ulster Boces use the Arboretum as a job-training site with their job coach under the direction of Peter 
Patel, the Horticultural Supervisor.  Three students a day develop horticultural skills twice a week during late winter and spring.

The Arboretum also serves students needing to fulfill their High School Community Service requirements for graduation.

The Arboretum as a Classroom
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By Nancy Faust, Cornwall Master Gardener 
Each year, in collaboration with the O.C. Parks Department, 

the arboretum sponsors a Holiday Lights in Bloom and a 
Holiday Boutique in November and December.  Inside the 
Education Center, with its ceiling-to-floor wall of windows, is the 
Holiday Boutique - surrounded by a view of the gardens that are 
transformed into a magnificent and magical display of lights.  
The Asian Maple Garden with peonies, a cherry blossom tree, a 
peacock and woodland fairies in decorative lights are just a 
sampling of the Lights in Bloom.  It is an event that is eagerly 
anticipated every year!

According to Debbie Eustance, coordinator of the boutique, 
shoppers and crafters alike will find beautiful knitted items 

ranging from mittens, scarves, hats, and baby sweaters to quilted 
table runners and placemats.  There are creatively prepared 
themed gift baskets, succulents for fairy gardens, and little fairies 
throughout the boutiques - just to mention a few of the 
hundreds of items for sale. 

The 2019 Holiday Lights in Bloom and Holiday Boutique are 
scheduled for the following Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays:

Friday, November 29 and Saturday, November 30: from 2:00 – 
8:00 pm 

Sunday, December 1: from 5:00 – 8:00 pm 
First 3 Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays in December:  from 

5:00 – 8:00 pm

A Conversation with Debbie Eustance, Crafter/Holiday Boutique Coordinator 

A Conversation with Judy Lawrence MG, Coordinator of Children’s Programs
By Nancy Faust Cornwall Master Gardener

The Friends of the O.C. Arboretum sponsor a variety of 
children’s programs and events.  According to Judy Lawrence, 
who is on the Friends of the Arboretum Advisory Board, the 
annual Fairy Festival, June 9, 2019, from 12-4 pm transforms the 
grounds into a fairy wonderland.  Visitors will find a variety of 
handcrafted fairy projects, storytelling and fairy house building, 
music, dancing, food, and a scavenger hunt. It all culminates 
with a fairy parade for adults and children through the gardens.  

At the annual Fairy Tea Party, July 14, 2019 from 1-2:30 pm 
families are invited to partake in a fairy tea party with edible 
delights.  The children make a garden / fairy-themed craft prior to 
the tea party. 

Additional events for children are available during various 
weekends throughout the year and have included such activities 
as Building a Children’s Garden, Backyard Bird Feeding, Stone 
Soup (which includes reading the story of Stone Soup and 

preparing the soup for the children to enjoy), and Seed Starting. 
Additional information on children’s programs can be found on 
the events page at orangecountyarboretum.org

Both the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of America have the 
opportunity to earn badges at the Arboretum under the direction 
of their scout leader and/or their families. Daisies (young Girl 
Scouts) can earn their Eco Learner, Bugs, Flower, and Tree 
Badges - just to name a few.  There are additional opportunities 
to earn the Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.  Recently Girl Scouts 
worked on their Silver award and completed their Geocaching 
Badge at the Arboretum.  A Gold award went to the Girl Scout 
who created a Connect Four Game for the Children’s Garden.  
Boy Scouts (from Tiger Cubs through Eagle Scout) have the 
opportunity to earn My Tiger, Call of the Wild, Furs, Feathers and 
Ferns, Into the Woods, Geology, Forestry, Geocaching and 
Naturalist merit badges.  For additional information contact 
girlscouts.org and scouting.org.

By Nancy Faust, Cornwall Master Gardener 
It was in the middle of January when Wilma and I (editors for 

this month’s Gardening in Orange County) had the pleasure of 
interviewing Peter Patel and Pat Threm.  Each of them had 
already been preparing for the 2019 season.  Peter has added a 
new greenhouse.  Soil mixes are being prepared, pots are 
cleaned and stacked, and the greenhouse is ready for the 
upcoming season.  Pat has already met with her horticulture 
team and has made their recommendations known to Peter.

Pat is one of the five “red apron ladies” who directs all the 
green-aproned volunteers - no easy task.  Peter has ordered 
28,000 plant plugs, and each plant species needs to be identified 
with a specific soil mix, pot size, and a color-coded plant tag. 
And then there is the task of pruning, which is taught to the 
volunteers and reinforced each year. Pruning is one of the skills 
that create the lush, beautiful, and healthy plants that are sold 
each year at the Arboretum’s annual plant sale.  Also through the 
direction of Peter and the red apron ladies, the volunteers check 
the plants for insects, and learn about proper watering and 
bio-control. 

It’s through the knowledge, expertise and guidance of Peter 
and Pat that the plants (and the volunteers) at the O.C. 
Arboretum thrive.

A Conversation with Peter Patel, O.C. Arboretum Horticultural Supervisor
and Greenhouse, Nursery and Landscape Manager and Pat Threm,

Volunteer Greenhouse Coordinator
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The Nellie Mazur Perennial Garden
The Nellie Mazur Perennial Garden is a lovely 

mix of shrubs and herbaceous perennials. 
Recently added to this garden is a magnificent 

piece of Agrisculpture made by collaging (welding) found vintage and antique 
metal with new steel to create an entirely new form.  The piece, entitled 
“REMEMBER Agrisculpture: Seed Plates - Lovingly Rethought”, is a 40 square-
foot steel piece made from antique seed planter plates and gears.  It was 

commissioned by the arboretum to honor the 
late Farmer Mazur and his passion for seed 
distribution.

Highlights of the Gardens of the Orange County Arboretum

The Alpine Garden

Anemone coronaria

Itoh Peony ‘Morning Lilac’

By Nancy Faust, Cornwall Master 
Gardener

The Alpine Garden 
Explore the Alpine Garden and 

its varieties of succulents, 
spruces, perennials and grasses, 
surrounded by rock formations 
and waterways.  If you take time 
to look around at all the different 
colors and textures, you will 
notice a very delicate plant known 
as the crown anemone or Spanish 
marigold (Anemone coronaria).

The crown anemone’s dark-
centered flowers can be found in 
an array of colors from purple-
blue, red, pink or white.  They are 

a perfect addition to rock gardens, flower bed, and containers.  They do well in 
full sun, but will tolerate light shade in very hot areas.  Soil preference is sandy 
loam. Crown anemones are propagated by underground storage structures 
called corms, which are similar to bulbs and tubers.  Corms can be planted after 
the danger of frost, which is usually mid-May here in Orange County, New York.  
For continuous bloom throughout the summer, they should be planted every 
two or three weeks. (Note: The small corms should be soaked for several hours 
before planting).  For those people who garden in containers, you can create a 
stunning display by combining crown anemones with tulips and grape 
hyacinths.

The Asian Maple Garden
One of the numerous attractions in the Asian Maple Garden is the intersectional Itoh 

Peony ‘Morning Lilac’.  This stunning flower was created by crossing a tree peony with the 
more common herbaceous peony.  Intersectional peonies have strong, short woody stems 
and large flowers like a tree peony, but die down to the ground in winter like an herbaceous 
peony.  These plants prefer a neutral to alkaline soil pH, and need good drainage.  Autumn is 
the best time for planting peonies.

Remember Agrisculpture

The Al Durland Memorial Pond
Surrounded by grass and woodlands, the Al Durland Memorial Pond is a peaceful aquatic 

sanctuary. One can enjoy its beauty and serenity on the large deck that runs along one of its 
sides.

The Ceremony Garden
The Ceremony Garden is a large open field surrounded by a beautiful rose garden, raised 

garden beds, and towering trees.  This popular venue is available for rental through the 
Orange County Parks Department.

The Veteran’s Garden
The Veteran’s Garden at the Arboretum is dedicated to our Veterans of the past, present 

and future and hosts a yearly ceremony to honor our Veterans.
Veteran’s Garden plaque



The Raised Garden Beds
The Raised Garden Beds developed in 2002 are located throughout 

the Arboretum and are home to 
a spectacular seasonal display of 
annual and perennial companion 
plantings.  Every year visitors 
anticipate the arrival of the 

colorful spring display of numerous tulip varieties found 
throughout the grounds.  The plants for the raised beds are grown in the 
arboretum’s Kosuga Greenhouse.  This greenhouse houses 28,000 plants which 
includes plants for the raised beds as well as plants for the Arboretum’s annual 
plant sale.  The purchase of new plants is made possible through the generosity of 
the Friends of the Arboretum and the patrons of the arboretum’s annual events.

Two of the plants that are highlighted in the raised garden bed for their 
uniqueness are cardoon and cotton.  Cardoon ( Cynara cardunculus), also known as 
the artichoke thistle or globe artichoke, is an herbaceous perennial in the aster 

family and is hardy in zones 7-10.  Unfortunately, Orange 
County, New York is in zones 5 and 6, so here it usually can 
only be grown as an annual.   This plant requires full sun in 
a sheltered location with fertile, well-drained soil.  The plant 
reaches 5 feet tall and 4 feet wide and is an architectural 
splendor. Its large, thistle-like flowers are quite ornamental.  
The violet-purple flowers are produced in a heavily spined 
capitulum (head).  Choose companion plants that contrast 
with the blue to silver color of the foliage such as annuals 
with blue, purple or burgundy flowers.

The second plant highlighted in the raised garden beds is the cotton plant (Gossypium 
hirsutum). The hibisicus-like bloom is initially white in color and later turns pink.  The flowers 
stay on the plant for a few weeks, before they wither and fall leaving behind seedpods known as 

bolls. Fibers inside the boll continue to develop until the boll bursts open exposing white 
fluffy cotton. This annual grows three to five feet tall and enjoys full sun and moist soil. 

The Apiary
The Apiary is buzzing with bee activity this time of year.  

Our new beekeeper is starting classes for beginner 
beekeepers.

The Apiary is also a favorite site for the elementary 
school students visiting the arboretum with their classes 
to participate in the Garden Exploration with Master 
Garden (GEM) program.  During the bee portion of this 
program, the students learn about the three different 
types of bees found within a hive - queen, worker and 
drone bees. They also learn all about honey production 
and the important role bees play in our environment.  The 
arboretum sells its honey at their Holiday Boutique that 
is open from the end of November until the end of 
December.

The Children’s Garden
The Children’s Garden was designed to get children 

outside and give them an opportunity to connect with nature.  The Children’s Garden is 
both beautiful and educational.  It hosts a myriad of children’s events throughout the year 
from backyard bird feeding to its annual Fairy Festival.

For more information about the Orange County Arboretum and upcoming events check 
out their website: http://www.orangecountyarboretum.org/.

The Remembrance Walkway and Garden
The Remembrance Walkway and Garden “honor[s] those who 

lost their lives and those whose lives have been altered by the 
tragic events of the September 11 attack on America”.  The 
September 11th Memorial features a stunning rotating granite 
sphere of the earth surrounded by bronze plaques with the names 
of the 44 Orange County residents who perished that day.  A 
ceremony is held every year on September 11 to honor those that 
we lost.

Remembrance Garden

Cynara cardunculus

The Rill 
During the warmer months, a bronze statue of Pan, the god of woods, fields and flocks 

is surrounded by running water.  The Rill was a developed by John and Connie Vanderberg 
in 2005 and the Pan sculpture was donated by Ruth Ottaway.

a bronze statue of Pan

Gossypium hirsutum

Bee hive
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Management of a Small Greenhouse for the Homeowner
By Wilma Amthor, Bloomingburg Master Gardener

Close your eyes – do you imagine yourself sitting in a wicker 
rocking chair with a cup of tea and your favorite gardening 
magazine, dreaming of someday having your own sunspace 
surrounded by greenery?  Making your dream come true requires 
research and planning, so let’s get started.

First, you must decide how your space will be used.  Will it be 
for enjoyment during warm weather or will you use it year-round 
for growing and perhaps harvesting some vegetables in the 
winter?  It is important to decide what size will fit your budget.

Choosing a site with a southeastern exposure will ensure the 
best light available for photosynthesis and strong plant growth.  
Generally, plants need 10 hours of light a day.  Take a walk 
around your home, look at the trees that are growing and pay 
attention to their current size and how long it will take for them 
to block the light you are presently experiencing.  If some need to 
be removed, it is best to do it before construction begins.  Look 
at bushes that are nearby and remember they may become larger 
and block light.  Are there buildings that will cast shadows on 
your greenhouse?  Shadows can cause plants to become leggy 
and weak decreasing their yield.  

There are 2 important considerations.  First, do you want the 
space to have solar or conventional heating?  Second, do you 
want the structure to be free-standing or attached to your home 
for inside access?

Now you can move to the construction phase.  You will need 
to build a strong foundation to anchor the framing.  Insulate the 
foundation walls to at least 12 inches below soil level to prevent 
the cold from outside being conducted inside. The floor should 
be soil to facilitate drainage.  Pathways can be stone or 
landscape fabric secured in place.  The framing can be plastic 
piping, metal or wood.  Wood doesn’t conduct heat to the 
outside but will require regular maintenance.  Aluminum doesn’t 
rust or corrode, but make sure it is strong enough to hold glazing.  
Glazing can be glass, polycarbonate, fiberglass or plastic film.  
Each choice will require yearly cleaning to allow the optimum 
amount of light for growth.

Depending on the plants you choose, your greenhouse space 
will have several microclimates that are the result of sun, 
shading, and proximity to walls and the ceiling.  Supplemental 
lighting may be needed at certain times or in some sections of 
your space.

If you have chosen to build solar, there are many ways to store 
heat.  Stone walls and large drums painted black can be filled 
with water and placed on the north side to collect sunrays.  
Benches made of wire (to help with drainage) can be placed over 
the drums so heat will rise around the plants.  The use of 

planting beds helps conserve heat better than 
small pots that will lose heat more quickly.  A 
turning compost barrel can even be used inside 
the greenhouse to add heat.  The resultant 
decomposing organic matter added to your 
beds will increase CO2 that also helps raise 
plant yields. 

Heating is an important consideration.  
Fossil fuels such as gas, oil, kerosene and 
wood must be vented to the outside to prevent 
harmful ethylene gas from damaging plants 
and humans.  Ventilation and air circulation 
are important year-round.  When air moves, it 
limits diseases caused by moisture sitting on 
plant leaves and it moves pockets of CO2 that 
is needed for the growth cycle.  Temperatures 
should be in the range of 50-60 degrees to 85 
degrees for steady growth.  Be especially 
mindful of potential power outages and 
incorporate a good backup plan for heating and 
ventilating your sunspace.

What flowers will you grow in your 
greenhouse?  Many annual plants grow in response to day length 
and are not suitable for the winter greenhouse.  Flowering plants 
that will do well in the lower temperature in winter are: 
Ageratum, Alyssum, Amaryllis, Christmas cactus, Cyclamen, 
Geranium, Impatiens, Nasturtium, Primrose, Snapdragons and 
Sweet peas.  These will add color and enjoyment to your winter 
days.

What vegetables will you grow in your greenhouse?  Cool-
loving plants will do well in the winter greenhouse if enough light 
is available.  Among those that will be productive are many 
lettuce varieties: spinach, Swiss chard, kale, radishes, summer 
squash, cucumbers, green beans, peppers and tomato varieties. It 
may be necessary to hand pollinate tomatoes, peppers and 
squash with a small paint brush if there isn’t any insect activity.  
If tomatoes or pepper plants seem to be struggling, move them 
to a warmer microclimate within your space and give some 
supplemental lighting with broad spectrum bulbs.

Always remember sanitation rules: keep debris cleaned up, 
maintain good air circulation, and disinfect and power wash the 
room in the off season.  Remember to test before you water - 
wilting leaves can be a sign of too much water as well as too little 
water.  Use the Integrated Pest Management system to control 
insect populations.  Information can be found at https://www.epa.
gov/managing-pests-schools/introduction-integrated-pest-
management



PLANT OF
THE MONTH

THE BEAUTIFUL DOGWOOD TREE
By Wilma Amthor, Bloomingburg Master Gardener

Dogwoods are one of the earliest spring-blooming trees.  Europeans used their 
bark to cure mange in dogs, hence the name Dogwood.  They don’t suffer frost 
damage like some other early trees do.  When several varieties are planted in a 
landscape, their beauty can be breath-taking, especially with a backdrop of 
evergreens.

The dogwood species Cornus florida is native to America, grows in zones 5-9, and 
is available in white, pink or red.  Cornus kousa in an oriental species from China, 
Japan and Korea.  It has beautiful white star-shaped flowers.

Most dogwoods grow 15 to 25 feet tall and provide 4 season interest.  They 
produce long-lasting flowers in early spring (adding contrast to spring-blooming 
flowers), then red berries develop that the birds and squirrels love to eat.  In the 
fall, the leaves turn a  gorgeous red or burgundy, and some leaves can stay on 
throughout the winter leaving some winter interest.  They are relatively carefree 
except to clean up broken branches from winter snow and wind.

Dogwoods have shallow roots which make it important to use mulch to prevent 
them from drying out during droughts, especially when they are becoming 
established.  The Orange County Arboretum has several varieties that bloom in 
early spring.  Take a spring trip to see dogwoods in bloom - you’ll be glad you did.

TWO-SPOTTED SPIDER MITES
By Susan Ndiaye, CCE OC Horticulture Educator

PEST
WATCH

No matter how many precautions you take, two-spotted spider mites (Tetranychus urticae) always 
seem to find their way into your greenhouse.  These tiny creatures are about the size of the period at 
the end of this sentence and usually found after populations have exploded and their webbing 
becomes noticeable.  Although pesticides can be an effective way to get rid of them, a great and 
effective alternative to pesticides is augmentative biological control.  

Augmentative biological control is the release of natural enemies into a system to help manage 
pest populations.  There are several different species of commercially available predatory mites that 
can be used to manage spider mite populations.  Some species, such as Phytoseiulus persimilis, feed 
exclusively on spider mites and can be used to quickly gain control of outbreaks.  Other species, such 
as Neoseiulus fallacis and Neoseiulus californicus, have a broader diet consisting of spider mites, pollen and 
other arthropods.  These species can be used to inoculate a greenhouse against spider mites.

Besides predatory mites, the predatory midge, Feltella acarisuga and the tiny black lady beetle known 
as the spider mite destroyer, Stethorus punctillum, can also be used to manage spider mite populations in 
a greenhouse.

When deciding which predator is best for your situation, make sure that you look into the optimal 
environmental conditions of each species. Some prefer drier environments while others perform well in 
a more humid environment.  Whatever you decide, make sure that you purchase your predators from a 
reputable source.

GREENHOUSE GARDENER’S COMPANION, REVISED AND EXPANDED 
BY SHANE SMITH
REVIEWED BY WILMA AMTHOR, BLOOMINGBURG MASTER GARDENER

BOOK 
REVIEW

Greenhouse Gardener’s Companion, revised and expanded, by Shane Smith includes 
information pertinent to the hobbyist and the serious year-round gardener.  You will enjoy 
his humorous side while you are learning.  He tackles choosing a site, materials needed, how 
to build potting benches, and heating and ventilation systems giving the pros and cons of 
each one.  It details the gases released with heating systems and their effect on the plants 
and humans.  Mr. Smith educates on the importance of good sanitation to prevent the 
spread of insects and disease.  He includes recommendations for using the Integrated Pest 
Management System (IPM) and notes some of the common pests and diseases.  This book is 
also useful to a gardener who chooses to build a solar greenhouse.  Mr. Smith doesn’t stop 
with the greenhouse itself but delves into information about a great number of plants, 
vegetables and also tropical plants.  You will enjoy having all the information you need in 
one volume.



CALL OR EMAIL US WITH YOUR GARDENING QUESTIONS
E-mail: mghelpline@cornell.edu Phone: 845-343-0664 

April – November: Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM. All other times, please leave a message.

GARDEN HELPLINE

GARDENER’S CHECKLIST
MAY

• It’s not too late to order perennial plants.

• Put out your hummingbird feeders.  The first birds arrive 
around April 21-28th when the bleeding hearts are in bloom.

• Rake winter debris from yards, flower beds and vegetable 
gardens.

• Spray fruit trees with dormant oil spray before bud break.

• For the vegetable garden, plan crop rotation and amend the 
soil with compost.

• Plant cool-season crops like cabbage, broccoli, brussels 
sprouts and cauliflower.

• Remove winter mulch from roses, strawberries and spring 
flowers.

• Keep bird feeders clean to prevent spring rains from causing 
mildew and spread disease that could harm birds.

• Inspect plants in the greenhouse and gardens daily for disease 
and insects.

• Clean debris that collects on greenhouse floors and benches 
to prevent disease or insects.

• Mulch between planting rows for weed control and to prevent 
soil from drying too quickly.

• Don’t forget to enjoy the fruit of your labor.  Have tea in the 
garden with a friend and enjoy the beauty of spring.

   WHAT’S HAPPENING
Saturday, May 4 Homemade Dog Treats 9am–12pm. Your furry friends will 

appreciate you learning how to make treats just for them to enjoy.  
$20.

Saturday, May 11 Make a Native Pollinator Hotel 9am–12pm. In this family-
friendly workshop you will learn about our native pollinators and 
how to attract them with native plants.  You will learn how to 
create winter habitat “hotels” for beneficial pollinators, bats and 
other critters and construct your own native bee house to take 
home.  $10.

Friday, May 17 Salvage Art Workshop 1:30pm–3:30pm. One person’s trash can 
become another’s work of art.  Come create a unique piece of art 
using salvaged materials.  $20.

Saturday, May 18 Making Homemade Soap 9am–1:00pm. Homemade soap-
making entails special ingredients, precise measurements and 
timing, as well as simple safety measures.  Learn the basic 
techniques for making soap, and make soap to take home.  Must 
be age 18 or older.  $45.

Wednesday, May 29 Container Gardening 6:30pm–8:30pm. In this presentation and demonstration, you will learn how to select 
and arrange plants to make a unique and stunning container display.  $10 ($8 GOC Subscribers)

* - Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Subscribe 
to Gardening In 

Orange County Today!
Ten issues of this award-winning newsletter written specifically for 

Orange County costs only $20!  Digital subscriptions are $12!
Subscribe ONLINE at cceorangecounty.org

 or call 845-344-1234 to start your 
subscription today!

An informative article from Cornell University 
about greenhouse Integrated Pest Management 

(IPM) can be found at: 

https://bit.ly/2Ghj1Js


