
By Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener

I remember when we bought our first home and experienced 
the warmth and glow of our first fireplace.  I must admit, we were 
pretty clueless on where to buy, or even how to stack, our 
firewood.  I hope these few tips and guidelines will help you 
through the winter season.

Purchasing  and Storing your Firewood

Hardwoods like maple, oak and cherry will provide more heat 
and energy, and burn longer, than softwoods.  Wood from pines, 
aspen, poplar, basswood, butternut, willow, and grey or paper 
birch may not be permitted to be advertised as hardwood by a 
seller.

Firewood is generally sold by a measurement called a cord.  A 
cord is equal to 128 cubic feet.  For example, a stack 4 feet high 
by 8 feet long is a cord.  Buyer beware - a cord of wood will not fit 
into a pickup bed.

To be sure you have purchased a cord, stack the wood neatly 
by placing the wood in a line or a row with individual pieces 
touching and parallel to each other, making sure that the wood is 
compact and has as few gaps as possible.  Then measure the 
stack.  Be aware that the dimensions will change a little because 
of the differing air spaces.  

It can take 9 months to a year for some firewood to properly 
dry.  Split wood dries faster because it has more area exposed to 
air than full logs.  Freshly cut firewood is up to 50 or 60% water, 
whereas the ideal moisture content is 25% or less.  Most of that 
moisture must be eliminated for the wood to burn properly and 
give off effective heat.  Seasoned or dry firewood has many 
benefits over green or freshly cut firewood.  Dry wood greatly 
reduces the potential of insect pest nuisances, is easier to light, 
and reduces creosote build-up in your chimney.  If the firewood 
seller advertises the wood as seasoned, the length of time and 
the manner of seasoning should be specified.  

Cover wood with a tarp or open shed to protect against rain or 
snow.  Leave the tarp loose enough so it does not interfere with 
air circulation.  Remove the tarp during periods when rain or 
snow is not likely, and expose the wood as much as possible to 
sunlight and heat to speed drying.

You should have your chimney cleaned once a year by a 
professional to insure your fireplace is safe for the season.

 Firewood and Invasive Pests -  
Protect our Trees and Use Local Firewood

A regulation is in effect that prohibits the import of firewood 
into NYS unless it has been heat-treated to kill pests.  The 
regulation also limits the transportation of untreated wood to 
less than 50 miles from its source.  Why should we care?  In 
recent years many of our trees have been killed by invasive 
insects and diseases such as European gypsy moths, chestnut 
blight, beech bark disease, Asian longhorned beetles, emerald 
ash borers, pine shoot beetles, Sirex woodwasps, oak wilt, and 
the most recent threat – the Spotted Lantern Fly. Some, like 
Dutch elm disease, have already ripped through our landscape, 
killing millions of trees, and continue to prevent the recovery of 
certain iconic tree species.  Others, such as the hemlock woolly 
adelgid, currently threaten to march through our state unless 
control activities are successful.  For decades, New York’s urban 
and rural forests have been under attack by invasive insects and 
diseases, and the firewood regulations are a step toward stopping 
the invasive advance. 

A Publication of 
Cornell 

Cooperative 
Extension 

Orange County

Vol. XXVI, No.1 February 2019

Home is where the Hearth is: 
Guidelines and Regulations for Purchasing and Storing Firewood



2

Directions:
Step 1: 
• Clean your terra-cotta pot if it has been used; let dry and set 

aside.  If you want, draw a simple design on the pot to guide 
your placement of the mosaic pieces.

• Put on safety glasses and gloves.  Wrap each dish separately in 
a cloth, or put in a heavy paper bag, and hit with a hammer to 
break it into smaller pieces.  You can also use tile nippers to 
get more exact shapes if you wish.

• Go through the pieces with gloves on, and organize them 
according to how 
you will be doing 
your design.  To 
cover the upper and 
lower edges of the 
pot rim, it is best to 
use the rim pieces 
of your dishes, as 
they will have a 
rounded edge. 

Step 2:
• Using the putty or 

plastic knife, spread 
some tile adhesive 
on the underside of 
a mosaic piece, and 

stick it to the pot.  Repeat to fill the pot surface, leaving 1/8 to 
1/4-inch between pieces.  Let set overnight.

Step 3:
• Mix sanded grout with 

water until it is the 
consistency of peanut 
butter.  Wearing 
protective gloves, 
work the grout over 
the surface of the pot 
with a slightly damp 
sponge, working it 
into the spaces 
between mosaic 
pieces, and onto the 
bottom and top edge 
of the pot.  Let dry for 
about 15 minutes, 
then wipe off excess 
with a damp cloth, 
being careful not to actually remove any grout that is between 
the tiles.  Allow to dry overnight. 

Step 4:
• Wipe off any grout or haze that is on the surface of the mosaic 

pieces, using a damp rag.  Allow to dry completely.  Seal with 
grout sealer if you will be using it outside.

2

This month’s editors are Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener and Lynne Snyder, Blooming Grove Master Gardener.

Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete, and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. 
Nevertheless, changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are still possible.  
These recommendations are not a substitute for pesticide labeling. Please read the label before 
applying any pesticide.  The information given herein is supplied with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied.  The 
Community Horticulture Program offers a wide variety of educational opportunities through our 
Master Gardener Volunteer program, diagnostic lab, gardening classes, Garden Helpline, 
horticultural fact sheets, Cornell Cooperative Extension bulletins, programs for community groups 
and resources for educators. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 
Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment 
opportunities. Please contact our office if you have any special needs. If you believe you have been 
discriminated against because of race, color, national origin, age, sex, handicap, political beliefs or 
religion, write immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250.

Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County Executive Director . . . . . . .   Lucy T. Joyce
Ag Program Leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maire Ullrich
Community Horticulture Educator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Nidaye
Association Temp. Admin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Honders
Ag Program Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Van Aken
Layout: Charlie Pane               Printer: Jerry Reinhardt                Proofreader: Jenna Ricker

Gardening in Orange County is a community service effort of the Master Gardener Volunteers of Orange County to provide practical and  
up-to-date, unbiased information for gardeners.  Ten issues per year are published for an annual fee of $20.00. Call 845-344-1234 for more info.

By Lynne Snyder, Blooming Grove Master Gardener

Here is an easy garden craft that is fun to do indoors in the winter, as you 
anticipate getting back into your garden.

Instead of crying over broken dishes, turn them into beautiful and 
functional garden art, by giving everyday terra-cotta pots a new look.  I 
feel better as I’m picking up the pieces, knowing that I’ll be able to see 
those bits come back to life.

You can ask friends and family to save broken dishes for you.  Maybe a 
future gift for them is in the shards.  Check out dishes in the clearance 
section of home stores, flea markets, garage sales.  If you have a broken 
dish with an interesting motif, try cutting around the design with tile 
nippers, and using it as a focal point, surrounded by smaller pieces.  

To cover one 12-inch terra-cotta pot, you will need approximately 6 
dinner-size dishes.

How to Make a Broken-Dish Mosaic Planter

Materials:
• Dropcloth or newspapers to cover work area
• Terra cotta pots
• Marking pen or pencil
• Safety glasses 
• Rubber gloves 

• Broken or chipped dishes
• Cloth or heavy paper bags
• Hammer
• Tile nippers
• Putty knife or disposable plastic knife 

• Ceramic tile adhesive
• Sanded grout 
• Container for mixing grout; mixing stick
• Sponges and rags 
• Grout sealer



By Lynne Snyder, Blooming Grove Master Gardener

Beets, Beta vulgaris, are related to Swiss chard, spinach and 
quinoa.  Beets are low in calories, a great source of fiber, and 
loaded with heart-healthy vitamins and minerals. They can be 
eaten raw, cooked or pickled.  Whether you grow or buy beets, 
please do not discard the leaves - they are mild and delicious, 
and are very similar in taste and texture to Swiss chard.

New York State is the second largest grower of beets in the 
US.  The most common varieties grown commercially are Ruby 
Queen, Red Ace and Red Atlas.  There are many varieties of beets 
available to the home gardener in a range of reds, as well as 
orange and golden, even striking red and white candy-striped.  
Leaf colors range from greens to deep burgundy.

Beets are easy to grow in the home garden.  A cool-season 
hardy vegetable, they can be direct-seeded in a sunny, well-
drained area of the garden in early spring or in the fall.  Plant at 
three-week intervals for a steady supply.  Plant seeds 1/2-inch 
deep and one to two inches apart.  It is common for more than 
one seedling to emerge from a single seed planted; thin the 
seedlings as they emerge to at least three inches apart.

Weed by hand, as beets are shallow-rooted and can be 
damaged by tools.

Most beet varieties need about 50-60 days to reach maturity 
and be ready for harvest, when the roots are 1-1/2 to 3 inches in 
diameter.  To store, cut the greens off the roots and store 
separately in plastic bags in the refrigerator.  Do not wash until 
you are ready to use.  Use the greens within a few days; roots 
harvested in late fall can be stored well into the winter.

Deep red, sweet and earthy—what more could we want to 
express our love on Valentine’s Day?  Here are beet recipes to 
warm your heart and maybe even fan a flame in your sweetheart.
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Heartbeets

Roasted Beet Soup
Makes 6 Servings

• 2 pounds beet roots, not 
including greens (about 8 
medium, save greens for 
another use!)

• 1 medium onion, peeled 
and cut in quarters

• 2 tablespoons olive oil

• ¼ teaspoon dried thyme

• Salt and freshly ground 
black pepper to taste

• 1-½ cups vegetable stock

• ½ cup orange juice

• 2 tablespoons red wine 
vinegar

• 2 teaspoons honey 

• ¼ cup chopped fresh dill

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  
Scrub beets well but do not peel.  
Trim the stems and long root 
from the beets.

2. Place beets and onion in an oven-
safe pan with raised sides.  Add 
the olive oil, thyme, salt and 
pepper.  Toss well.  Cover the pan 
tightly with aluminum foil.

3. Roast in the oven until beets are tender (a paring knife will 
slide in easily), about 40-60 minutes depending on size of 
beets.  Uncover the pan and let the beets cool for 20-30 
minutes.

4. Rub the skins off the beets; discard the skins.  Working in 
batches, add the beets, onion, any pan juices, vegetable 
stock, orange juice, red wine vinegar and honey to a blender 
or food processor.  Blend until very smooth.

5. Transfer to a large saucepan.  Heat over medium heat until 
simmering.

6. Stir in chopped fresh dill.  Taste and adjust seasonings 
before serving.

Chocolate Beet Cake
Makes 10-12 Servings

• 4 ounces unsweetened 
chocolate

• 1 cup mild-flavored vegetable 
oil, divided

• 3 large eggs

• 1-3/4 cups sugar

• 2 cups puréed cooked beets 

(from about 3-4 medium 
beets)

• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract

• 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour

• ½ cup whole wheat flour

• 2 teaspoons baking soda

• ¼ teaspoon salt

• Powdered sugar for dusting

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.  
Grease and flour a 10-cup Bundt or 
tube pan.

2. Put the chocolate and ¼ cup of the 
vegetable oil in the top of a double 
boiler.  Heat just until the 
chocolate melts; remove from heat 
and stir until well combined.

3. Combine the eggs and sugar in a 
large bowl and beat until fluffy.  Slowly beat in the remaining ¾ 
cup oil, chocolate mixture, puréed cooked beets, and vanilla.

4. In another bowl, sift the all-purpose flour and the whole wheat 
flour.  Stir in the baking soda and salt.  Gently stir the flour 
mixture into the egg and chocolate mixture just until mixed.

5. Pour the batter into the prepared pan.  Bake until a toothpick 
inserted near the center comes out clean, about 45 minutes.  
Remove the pan from the oven and set it on a wire rack to cool 
for 30 minutes.

6. Carefully remove the cake from the pan and let cool on the rack.

7. When completely cool, dust with the powdered sugar.
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By Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener

I am a self- proclaimed succulent lover always in search of the 
most exotic, colorful, and unique plants.  My cousin Denise lives 
in California where succulents thrive in the sunny dry climate.  
She is a member of the Contra Costa Garden Club and has been 
my go-to person when I need to find out about a particular 
succulent variety or care.  My visits with my cousin in California 
consist of visiting succulent gardens and many mind-blowing 
greenhouses that grow only succulents.  I have been known to 
buy dozens of plants, shake off all the soil and transport back in 
shoe boxes in my luggage to replant once I get home. (Check 
rules for your own state for transporting plants)

Cacti (members of the family Cactaceae) and succulents 
(members of many different families) all have one thing in 
common- - they all are adapted to conserving water.  All cacti are 
succulents but not all succulents are cacti.  The name “succulent” 
is derived from “succulentus”, a Latin word which means sap or 
juice.  Succulent plants are found in about 60 plant families and 
thousands of hybrid cultivars that differ in color, texture and size.  
Most people are familiar with succulents such as Jade, Kalanchoe 
and the popular Aloe.  Not only do succulents come in many 
varieties and colors, they have the added benefit of blooming if 
they are happy in their space.  

Succulents are known for their low maintenance and long 
lifespans, which makes them perfect for people who work all day, 
are on-the-go or just aren’t great at taking care of plants.  
Another distinction is that succulents are native to most parts of 
the world and love hot, dry weather.  Because they store water in 
their leaves, they can withstand quite a bit of neglect.  These 
plants are great for adding structure and vibrance to container 
gardens outdoors.  However, even though these drought-resistant 
plants are simple to maintain, they still have preferences when it 
comes to location.  

I am frequently asked how to keep succulents alive since there 
are thousands of different succulent cultivars, all growing with 
different care requirements and sizes. 

Here are a few simple steps and tips so you can enjoy your 
succulent garden for years to come:

Treat your succulent garden as living art.  Don’t be afraid to 
pull out a plant that has overgrown the planter or has died.  Just 
replace with another succulent.  Succulents are a great gift for a 
non-gardener.  Decorate with flowers, berries, shells, or 
pinecones to theme up your succulent containers or vertical 
gardens.  You can just pull out flowers once they have wilted or 
brown out and still have a beautiful creative piece.

OUTDOOR DO’S AND DON’TS 

Containers

The best pot/container for a succulent is a shallow terra cotta 
or clay pot with a large drainage hole.  The deeper the container, 
the more susceptible the plant is to rotting from wet soil.  A 
13-inch or smaller shallow garden dish is the perfect container 
and can hold a nice selection of succulents.  This type of 
container is shallow enough that it won’t become waterlogged if 
left outside in the rain all summer.  Pictured is my shallow dish 
placed on an empty decorative clay base container.  If you have 
created a vertical garden (one that hangs on the wall), keep it flat 
for at least one month until the roots have established 
themselves.  Once the succulents have rooted you can hang it on 
wall.  

Some of my many favorite succulents are Echeveria, 
Sempervivum, Sedums, Haworthia and Kalanchoe.  Move outdoors 
early to mid-June.  Most succulents can tolerate night temps of 
50 degrees.  Some varieties of Sempervivum and Sedums are cold-
hardy and can survive our harsh winters.  

Rock Garden walls, crevices or slopes

Winter/cold hardy Sedums are best for this type of planting as 
they have shallow root systems and spread easily.  My favorite is 
a sedum called Angelina which has beautiful yellow flowers, and 
some varieties change leaf colors from green to gold in the fall.

Water

Overwatering is the main reason succulents die.  The key to 
watering is restraint!  Remember they are filled with water.  They 
are the camels of the plant world.  If the leaves are plump, don’t 
water.  If they look slightly shriveled or puckered it is time to 

Spectacular Succulents 
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water.  Rain water is preferable to tap water. Water-softened tap is 
not recommended because of excessive salt content.

Light

Succulents like bright light, but most cannot tolerate intense, 
direct sunlight outdoors all day.  Morning or late afternoon sun is 
ideal.  Most succulents need only 3 to 4 hours of sun a day.  
Never place in a southern exposure outdoors. The intensity of the 
light that a plant prefers depends on the species.  Keep in mind 
that succulents have very different growing habits, some grow 
very slowly and others will double in size in a season. 

While optimal lighting conditions depend on species, there 
are some general signs that indicate your plant is getting either 
too much or too little light:

Too much light: appears “off color,” “bleached out”, or turning 
yellow.  Your plant can scorch on a dark wall in full sun and will 
likely not recover.

Too little light: stretches out and appears leggy and will 
weaken plant.

INDOORS - YEAR ROUND OR WINTERING OVER

Light 

If your succulents were outside, place them in the sunniest 
location in your home in winter.  Best indoor location is an east, 
west or south windowsill.  I also have a number of my succulents 
indoors under lights.  I have 2 types of lights – the typical white 
grow- lights are fine, but I prefer the red and blue spectrum grow-
lights specifically for succulents. 

Water

When your succulent garden is very dry, water it thoroughly.  
Every one or two weeks should be sufficient indoors depending 
on time of year.  Succulents should be given just enough water so 
that they show no sign of shriveling. 

 

PESTS

Mealybugs: These soft oval insects shroud themselves in a 
cottony covering.  The presence of these cotton masses indicates 
infestation.  Mealybugs dine on plant sap reducing plant vigor, 
distorting growth, and causing premature leaf shed.  Minor 
infestations can be handled by dabbing the offending individuals 
with an alcohol soaked cotton swab. The alcohol dissolves their 
waxy protective coating leaving them susceptible to desiccation 
and other environmental stressors.

Spider Mites: Spider mites are all but invisible to the 
unaided eye.  These pests are often found on the underside of 
leaves shrouded in their whitish webs.  Spider mites also dine on 
plant sap and cause a distinctive stippling pattern on infested 
leaves.  Copious amounts of webbing indicate a large infestation, 
which means drastic measures must be taken such as removing 
all infested leaves.  If the infestation is minor a strong burst of 
overhead watering can help eliminate the mites.  Mites are not 
insects, so insecticides are ineffective. 

Scale: These pinhead-sized insects appear as raised brown 
spots resembling marine shells.  Like many other pests, they dine 
on the plant’s sap.  Outbreaks of scale can be treated similarly to 
mealybug infestations.

FERTILIZER

During the growing season, a balanced fertilizer (10-10-10), 
which has been diluted to 1/4 strength, can be added to the water 

for each watering; or use specific fertilizer (foam) for succulents.  
Only use fertilizers on soil and not on the plant itself.  My favorite 
is worm castings which will not burn the succulents and seem to 
cut down on pest infestations as well.

Propagating your succulents

Sometimes it is very easy to identify the best way to 
propagate your succulents and other times it is not as obvious.  
However, before you start, the first thing to ask yourself is: What 
kind of plant do I have?  If you don’t know, the easiest way to 
learn is to organize the information you know about your plant 
into categories.  How is it shaped?  Is it tall and thin, short and 
round?  How does it grow?  Does it grow all by itself, or are there 
similar tiny plants that poke up out of the soil near it? 

Questions like these are the first ones to ask yourself when 
considering propagation.  Some species can be propagated by 
separating pups from around the base of the plant.  With others 
you can start a new plant by just placing one of the leaves on top 
of soil.  If succulents start stretching and getting leggy, try 
pinching off the top, let dry out for a few days to callus over the 
end and then replant. 

Ever wonder why some die after blooming?  Some succulents 
may be monocarpic. “Mono” means “once”, and “carpic” means 
“fruit”.  Therefore, once the single flower has come and gone, fruit 
or seeds are set and the parent plant can die. A monocarpic 
succulent flowers only once and then dies.

Monocarpic is, in fact, a strategy of many plants to produce 
progeny.  Most monocarpic succulents produce many new plants 
before they bloom.  So by the time they are ready for the bloom, 
they’ve already created enough plants to replace themselves.
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Callicarpa - the Purple Berry Beauty Bush 

By Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener

If you are looking for an unusual colorful shrub, look no 
further.  Callicarpa is a genus of shrubs in the mint Lamiaceae 
family.  This beautiful plant may be found under the names of 
Bunchberry, French Mulberry, Pearl Glam, Purple Beauty-Berry 
and Sourbush.

Callicarpa comes from the Greek meaning “beautiful fruit”.  
Callicarpa is a fast-growing, lovely ornamental shrub used in mass 
plantings, borders and containers.  It starts with a showy display 
of summer flowers and the fall berries put on a spectacular show 
with glamorous bright violet, pearl-sized berries adorning dark 
purple foliage.  Pearl Glam is an advanced hybrid between 
Callicarpa dichotoma and C. kwangtungensis, with an upright form, 
purple-tinged foliage and an early, prolific fruiting display.  The 
seeds are not fertile, so no new plants will germinate in your 
yard.  

Native American tribes used the native (Callicarpa americana) 
plant’s roots, leaves and branches for medicinal purposes.  In the 
early 1900’s, farmers would crush the leaves and place them 
under the harnesses of horses and mules, or rub the leaves on 
their own arms to repel mosquitoes and biting insects.  Studies 
have shown that two compounds, callicarpenal and intermedeol, 
are responsible for the repellant properties.  

Callicarpa is also a wonderful plant for wildlife.  In spring and 
summer, the white or pink flowers attract bees and other insects.  
The summer display is exceeded by fall’s eye-popping violet 
berries that have a high moisture content and are a food source 
for many birds.  This plant is seldom damaged by deer and is 
relatively insect-resistant.  Some diseases that may affect 
Callicarpa include leaf spot and black mold.

Callicarpa is easily grown in average, medium-moisture, well-
drained soil in full sun to part shade.  Best flowering and fruiting 
is in full sun.  Stems can become leggy in too much shade. It is 
best suited to zones 5 to 8 and is somewhat drought tolerant.   
Flowers bloom on new wood.  Most gardeners prefer to prune 
stems back to 6” in late winter to early spring each year.  Such 
hard pruning tends to promote shrub compactness and good 
flowering.  In harsh Zone 5 winters, stems may die back to the 
ground with new growth emerging from the roots in spring.  Best 
cross-pollination and fruit production occur when shrubs are 
planted in groups.  For an interesting fall berry display, plant in 
combination with other fall berry-producing shrubs such as Ilex 
verticillata (red berries) and Pyracantha (orange berries).

The Pileated Woodpecker
By Lynne Snyder, Blooming Grove Master Gardener

Once you spot a pileated woodpecker, you will not soon forget 
it.  With its flaming red crown, black-and-white striped neck, black 
body and slow flight, you might think you’ve spotted something 
from prehistoric times.  The pileated is similar in coloring to the 
smaller Downy Woodpecker and Hairy Woodpecker, but 
significantly larger.  Adults can reach up to 19 inches long.

The word “pileated” means “having a crest covering the 
pileum” (the top of a bird’s head, from the bill to the nape).

Pileated woodpeckers are among the largest birds in North 
American forests, and the largest of the woodpeckers.  They are 
non-migratory and can be found in deciduous or deciduous/
coniferous woods, where they make their nests in dead trees.  
They can also be found in partially wooded suburban areas 
containing large trees.  On occasion, they may even be spotted at 
a backyard bird feeder in search of suet.

Its favorite foods are carpenter and other ants, followed by 
termites, beetle larvae, caterpillars and grasshoppers.  It also eats 
wild fruits and nuts.  You will be able to identify holes created by 
pileated woodpeckers in standing dead trees, stumps and fallen 
logs by their large oblong shape (most other woodpeckers create 
round holes).  The foraging holes can reach up to foot long and 
go deep into the wood, following the tunnels of carpenter ants 
they are pursuing.

To be able to do their work, they have long tongues and very 
strong and powerful bills, head muscles and claws.  The sounds 
of their digging, as they make each powerful strike against the 
wood, are quite heavy and loud.  Their calls are loud and 
whinnying.

Pileated woodpecker 
pairs stay together year-
round.  One pair covers 
a large territory, so it is 
rare to see more than 
two pileated 
woodpeckers together.  
The male does the 
initial work on the nest, 
carving out a cavity in a 
mature dead tree up to 
two feet deep.  The 
male and female work 
together to use the 
wood shavings from 
their digging to line the 
nest.  Digging out and 
building the nest takes 
from 3-6 weeks.  After 
the pair uses the nest 
for one year, it does not 
return, and other birds and animals often take up residence.

You may not want to rush to remove dead standing trees on 
your property if they are not a danger to existing structures, or 
rush to clear fallen trees or remove stumps.  The pileated 
woodpeckers rely on them for their food and nests; other birds 
and animals rely on the cavities they create.

It is estimated that there are currently 1.9 million pileated 
woodpeckers in the world, with 67% of them in the United States.  
Cornell University’s Lab of Ornithology has audio files of the 
Pileated Woodpecker’s sounds at http://www.allaboutbirds.org/
guide/pileated_woodpecker/sounds.



PLANT OF
THE MONTH

Anthurium - the SweetheArt PlAnt
By Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener

Do you give roses to your loved ones on Valentine’s Day?  Looking for 
something different this year?  What can be finer than a heart-shaped red 
Anthurium?  Anthuriums are exotic houseplants with glossy, green heart-shaped 
leaves topped by heart-shaped pink, red, or white long-lasting blooms.  
Anthuriums bloom almost all year long if they get enough light, fertilizer, and 
moisture.  Anthuriums can grow up to 18” tall.  When healthy, this long-lasting 
plant blooms year-round, and its flowers can last approximately eight weeks.  
The brightly colored flowers make Anthuriums perfect plants for centerpieces 
and tabletops.

Anthurium is a natural air purifier as well.  It’s been scientifically proven to 
eliminate harmful chemicals and indoor air pollution from homes.  Anthuriums 
are poisonous to both pets and people when ingested.

More than 800 species of anthurium are native to tropical regions.  
Anthuriums are able to tolerate moderately low light, but if the plant gets too 
dry it may suffer root damage. Rehydrate the root ball by soaking the entire pot 
in water for about 10 minutes, then allow to drain thoroughly.  Anthuriums can 
fall victim to the same sort of pests that attack other indoor plants.  
Periodically give them a good spray under your faucet to keep leaves looking 
glossy and dust-free.  Fertilize only when the plant is actively growing. 

Succulent PeStS
By Michele Luisi, Cornwall Master Gardener

PEST 
WATCH

A Picture is worth a thousand words. These pictures will assist you in identifying the pests noted in the 
Spectacular Succulents centerfold on page 4 and 5.

Practical Permaculture for Home landScaPeS, Your communitY,  
and tHe WHole eartH
bY JeSSi bloom and dave boeHnlein
Reviewed by Lynne SnydeR, bLooming gRove maSteR gaRdeneR

BOOK 
REVIEW

Interest in permaculture (a contraction of the words “permanent” and “culture”) is 
increasing, but is still a concept not well understood by many.  “The idea behind 
permaculture is simple:  Take care of the earth, and the earth will take care of you.”

Now more than ever, we are having to look at the choices that we make for ourselves, and 
how they affect the future for all of us.  How can we have a garden full of life and beauty that 
also helps us become stewards of sustainability?

“Permaculture is a process of holistic design that forces us to think in systems…a number 
of different elements to accomplish some essential function.”  Interconnected systems—soil, 
water, waste, energy, shelter, food and animals—are discussed in individual chapters. The 
book is full of recommendations, helpful photos and diagrams, and resource listings.

Practical Permaculture guides us in understanding our land, whether it is backyard, 
community garden or farm.  The book offers ideas that can improve any site. Use what will 
work for your own level of expertise, income and time available.

Spider MiteS Mealybug infeStation Scale



GARDENERS  
ON THE WEB:

CALL OR EMAIL US WITH YOUR GARDENING QUESTIONS 
E-mail: mghelpline@cornell.edu Phone: 845-343-0664 

April – November: Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 am – 12:30 pm. All other times, please leave a message.

GARDEN HELPLINE

GARDENER’S CHECKLIST 
FEBRUARY

• If you have not done so already, do a thorough inventory 
of all your seed packets to be sure you have what you 
need when it’s time to start seeds, whether indoors or in 
the garden.  Seeds will last a few years if you keep them 
cool, dark and dry in your refrigerator.

• Wash, sanitize and air-dry your seed-starting containers.  
When dry, organize so they will be ready when you need 
them.  Start seeds indoors for early spring crops.  Start 
seeds for slow-growing annuals.

• Promise yourself that this will be the year that you step 
outside of your comfort zone and grow something in your 
garden that you previously had been too intimidated or 
unsure of yourself to try.  Try it anyway!  Life’s an 
adventure.

• Prune grapes, and train onto an arbor.  Prune apples and 
pears before buds begin to swell.

• Repair, sharpen, clean and oil garden tools if you did not 
get around to it at the busy end of the last garden 
season.

There are many websites for succulents on both 
Facebook and the Web.   One of my all time favorites is 
www.worldofsucculents.com.  The site covers just about 
any question you may have about cultivation, 
propagation and a comprehensive list of types of 
succulents.  You can browse by common name as well 
as scientific name, genus, family or origin. They also 
have a world of succulent Facebook page. 

   WHAT’S HAPPENING
Sat., Feb. 2 Backyard Maple Syrup  9:30 – 11:00 am at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Learn how to 

make real maple syrup as we touch briefly on the history of syrup production, discuss tree identification, 
learn about tree tapping and the collection and processing of sap into syrup.   $10 ($8 GOC Subscribers)
[Snow date: Feb. 9]

Sat., March 2 Shitake Mushroom Cultivation  9:00 – 11:00 am at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. This 
class will introduce the methods for growing Shitake mushrooms on a small scale at home.    $10 ($8 GOC 
Subscribers)[Snow date: April 6]

Tues., March 5 Philadelphia Flower Show  8:00 am – 9:00 pm $75/peRSon. muSt RegiSteR by 2/15/2019

Tues., March 5 Pruning Shrubs 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Pruning can be easy 
when you can identify how a plant grows, the purpose for pruning, and pruning techniques.  Avoid torturing 
and misshaping your lovely shrubs! $10 ($8 GOC Subscribers)[Snow date: March 12]

Tues., March 19 Shade Gardening  6:30 – 8:30 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. One of the most 
commonly asked questions is: “What can I plant in the shade?”  In this presentation, you will see the myriad 
of choices that are available. $10 ($8 GOC Subscribers)

Thurs., March 28 Starting a Vegetable Garden  9:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. 
Learn the best, tried and true methods for selecting the best varieties, planting, maintaining, harvesting and 
sustaining a productive vegetable garden.   $10 ($8 GOC Subscribers)[Snow date: Feb,. 9]

* - Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Subscribe  
to Gardening In  

Orange County Today!
Ten issues of this award-winning newsletter written       

specifically for Orange County costs only $20!  
Subscribe ONLINE at cceorangecounty.org 

 or call 845-344-1234 to start your  
subscription today!


