
By Deborah Cashara – Cornwall Master Gardener

I am trying to teach my child the concept of cause and effect.  
Allowing the natural consequences to unfold can be painful for a 
parent to watch as a child would rather remain in LaLaLand than 
take more responsibility. We all hope to apply our learned lessons 
to future decisions. What lessons are we learning about climate 
change? Some people change their behaviors and others do not. 
Regardless, we are facing the events of climate change.  

I am going to take us for a brief moment away from Orange 
County to the Republic of Kiribati. It is a sovereign state in the 
central Pacific Ocean. The state consists of 33 islands. Kiribati has 
the distinction of being the first place to be the casualty of climate 
change. Their home will be underwater. They live in standing 
water and the freshwater supply is being replaced by salt water. 
The people of Kiribati are refugees and are migrating to Australia.

Bear with me as we get closer to home, but we are making a 
stop in Vermont. We will travel back in time to 1864 when George 
Perkins Marsh published Man and Nature. At the time of its 
publication, it was as influential as Darwin’s On the Origins of 
Species, which was published just five years earlier. The core 
premise of Marsh’s book was “humans depend on soil, plants, 
and animals. But exploiting them deranges and may devastate 
the whole supporting fabric of nature. To forestall such damages 
we need to learn how nature works and how we affect it. And then 
we must act in concert to retrieve a more viable world.” Marsh 
lived during our country’s industrial revolution and he watched 
the mountains of his home in Woodstock, Vermont be almost 
entirely deforested. Those trees grew back and it is now the 
Marsh-Billings Rockefeller National Historic Park.

We are back in Orange County. I decided to look at the 
textbook that students are reading in ninth grade for Earth 
Science. The book is titled Earth and Space Science.  Its copyright 
date is 2018.  Students are learning that powerful computers 
models make it possible for people to study complicated 
interacting factors like volcanism, solar intensity, and the burning 
of fossil fuels, and how those factors affect the earth’s temperature. 
It is now possible to make models that accurately simulate real 
conditions and help predict future conditions.  The earth’s 
temperature is rising because the amount of carbon dioxide 
released into the atmosphere is not being absorbed by plants and 
the ocean. The consequence is that the carbon dioxide is being 

trapped in the atmosphere and causing the temperature to rise. 
Scientists are developing machines that capture the CO2 before it 
enters the atmosphere.  

Our last stop is Storm King Art Center. The current installation 
is called Indicators: Artists On Climate Change.  Seventeen 
contemporary artists present work that engages some of the many 
challenges – scientific, cultural, personal, psychological – that 
climate change has brought to humankind. Meg Webster has 
created a living sculpture that will change and grow throughout 
the exhibition’s season. Hara Woltz made an interactive weather 
station that refers to the disappearance of Arctic ice and the way 
scientists study its decline in a shifting climate. Jenny Kendler’s 
sculpture is reflective birds’ eyes that mimics the experience of 
seeing the glowing eyes at night. Each eye depicts a bird species 
considered threatened or endangered by climate change. “Dear 
Climate” is a collection that aims to guide audiences through a 
three-part process: meeting the climate, befriending the climate, 
and becoming the climate. The exhibition hopes to encourage 
creative thought, solutions, and ideas about this complex topic.

Now I can see why my child resists being responsible and 
wants to stay in LaLaLand. The world is a complicated place and 
wanting to have fun is not such a bad idea. He still needs to do 
his homework!

A Publication of 
Cornell 

Cooperative 
Extension 

Orange County

Vol. XXV, No.8

LaLaLand
August 2018



22

This month’s editors are Deborah Cashara, Cornwall Master Gardener and Bruce Rennie, Fort Montgomery Master Gardener.

Insect Identification

Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete, and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. 
Nevertheless, changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are still possible.  
These recommendations are not a substitute for pesticide labeling. Please read the label before 
applying any pesticide.  The information given herein is supplied with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied.  The 
Community Horticulture Program offers a wide variety of educational opportunities through our 
Master Gardener Volunteer program, diagnostic lab, gardening classes, Garden Helpline, 
horticultural fact sheets, Cornell Cooperative Extension bulletins, programs for community groups 
and resources for educators. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 
Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment 
opportunities. Please contact our office if you have any special needs. If you believe you have been 
discriminated against because of race, color, national origin, age, sex, handicap, political beliefs or 
religion, write immediately to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250.

Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County Executive Director . . . . . . .   Lucy T. Joyce
Ag Program Leader  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maire Ullrich
Association Temp. Admin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kate Honders
Ag Program Administrative Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Van Aken
Layout: Lynn Bartolotta               Printer: Jerry Reinhardt              Proofreader: Kerry Dowling

Gardening in Orange County is a community service effort of the Master Gardener Volunteers of Orange County to provide practical and  
up-to-date, unbiased information for gardeners.  Ten issues per year are published for an annual fee of $20.00. Call 845-344-1234 for more info.

3

By Bruce Rennie, 
Fort Montgomery Master Gardener

There are insects all around us and 
they are easy to find.   It is estimated that 
over 80 percent of all animal life on earth 
is insects. 

In addition to satisfying our curiosity, it 
is often important to correctly identify 
insects to determine if they are desirable 
or if they are a potential problem.  
Desirable insects include our pollinators 
as well as those that prey on undesirable 
pests in the garden. Undesirable insects 
include those that damage our gardens 
and homes, as well as those that can carry 
pathogens that may threaten our health.

Keen observation and patient analysis 
are required to make an accurate 
identification. All the animals without 
backbones, but with jointed legs, are 
called arthropods. Millipedes, centipedes, 
crustaceans and arachnids, as well as 
insects, are all arthropods.  Understanding 
the specific characteristics that separate 
insects from the other animals included 
the category of arthropods is key.   

Insects can be further divided into 
groups that include pollinators like bees, 
wasps, ants, hoverflies, midges, mosquitos 
and some beetles. Insect pests include 
aphids, Japanese beetles, sawflies, 
earwigs, cucumber beetles and potato 
beetles. Beneficial insects, often just 
called beneficials, include ladybugs, 
praying mantis and assassin bugs. Some 
insects can be beneficial as well as pests. 
For example, the praying mantis does not 
discriminate. They’ll eat bad bugs and 
caterpillars but they also eat ladybugs and 
hover flies.

Entomology is the study of the animal 
kingdom which focuses only on insects. 
Entomologists employ the scientific 
taxonomy system of Kingdoms and 
Phylum, and divide specimens into sub 

categories called Classes, Orders, 
Family, Genus and Species. For example, a 
butterfly is in the Animal Kingdom, 
Arthropod Phylum, Insect Class. For more 
precise identification, insects are further 
broken down into those with wings and 
without, and finally by their mouthparts 
(chewing, sucking, siphoning, piercing, 
etc.) So using a butterfly as an example, it 
is an arthropod insect with paired wings 
and a siphoning mouth – the Lepidoptera 
Order. Identifying the Family, Genus and 
Species will require additional research 
into the exact characteristics of the butterfly.

We often use the word “bug” as a 
handy label for many of the insects we 
encounter; however, the word “bug” is 
actually a specific taxonomic Order 
(Hemiptera) that describes only particular 
insects that have piercing and sucking 
mouthparts. Insects such as grasshoppers, 
termites and cockroaches are, therefore, 
not true bugs. The Class of Insects is vast. 
As a result, most entomologists specialize 
in a smaller group (or Order) such as 
beetles (Coleoptera) or butterflies 
(Lepidoptera) or flies (Diptera).  

Insects always have three distinct body 
parts (head, thorax and abdomen) and all 
insects have six legs. Some have no wings, 
some have a single pair of wings and 
some have two pairs of wings. Some are 
furry like bumble bees, smooth like wasps, 
hard like beetles or soft like flies. Insects 
can range in size from a sixteenth of an 
inch to several inches.

A microscope is invaluable in 
examining your specimen. Many 
identifications are based on functions of 
the mouthparts. True bugs have sucking or 
piercing mouthparts, most others have 
chewing mouthparts.  

With a little help and persistence, an 
amateur could probably get an 
identification attempt down to the correct 
Order. A more exact identification would 

require a good field guide, or access to 
research tools available at a library or 
online. These tools can assist in breaking 
down the specific characteristics of the 
specimen. Insect identification tools use 
what is called a “dichotomous key” which 
is based on a series of questions between 
alternative characteristics. Based on the 
responses, they will guide you to the next 
level and continue until you have reached 
an end point, after which precise 
identification may be possible.  An 
example of a series of dichotomous key 
questions might be: Has wings? Yes / No. 
If yes, one pair or two? If no, see next question.

As you can see, a photograph, while 
helpful, may not be sufficient for an exact 
identification. An expert will certainly ask 
for a euthanized specimen to examine 
prior to making a definitive ID.

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map Changes 
By Lynne Snyder, 
Blooming Grove Senior Master Gardner

The United States Department of 
Agriculture’s Plant Hardiness Zone Map 
was first issued as a printed poster in 
1960. Revisions were issued in 1965, 1990, 
and 2012. To access the map, visit the 
website: planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/
PHZMWeb/, and enter your zip code.

It was, and remains, a color-coded map 
of the United States depicting zones, or 
geographical areas, whose climate conditions 
allow a specific plant to grow, including 
whether it is able to withstand the 
minimum temperatures within that zone. 

The hardiness zones are based on data 
that recorded the lowest daily minimum 
temperature for each year. The map doesn’t 
tell us the coldest temperature an area 
has ever had; it shows the average lowest 
winter temperatures for a certain location.

The plant hardiness zone map covers 
all 50 states and Puerto Rico, separated 
into 13 regions. The regions are numbered 
1 to 13. Each region (zone) represents a 
10-degree F difference in average low 
temperature. Each of the 13 hardiness 
zones is further broken down into “a” or 
“b” sub-zones of five degrees F.  This new 
version of the map includes for the first 
time zones 12 (50 – 60 degrees F) and 13 
(60 – 70 degrees F), encompassing Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico.

The lower the zone number, the colder 
the average low temperature range in 
winter. The higher the number, the warmer 
the temperature range.

For example, a plant that is described 
as “hardy to zone 10” means that the plant 
should be able to withstand a minimum 
temperature of 30 to 40 degrees F.  New 
York State runs from Zone 3b farther north 
(-35 to -30 degrees F) to Zone 7b farther 

south (5 to 10 degrees F.) Depending on 
where you live in Orange County, you will 
be in Zone 6a (-10 to -5 degrees F) or 6b 
(-5 to 0 degrees F.)

Nursery plants are sold with zone 
ranges listed on the plant labels. This is 
important information to help gardeners 
choose trees, shrubs, grasses and 
perennials that have a good chance of 
thriving in their particular location.

The current 2012 version of the USDA 
Plant Hardiness Zone Map is an 
interactive online-only tool. GIS 
(Geographic Information System)-based 
for the first time, users can examine plant 
hardiness zones in much greater detail 
than previously possible, in higher levels 
of resolution. Variations in local 
geography such as elevation, slopes and 
bodies of water that can impact average 
temperature are taken into account.

(Continued on page 5)
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Echinacea: Passing the Purple Boundary USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 
Map Changes Purple Boundary

The 1990 version covered a 12-year period, 
from 1974 – 1986.  The updated version of the 
map gathers data from a longer period of 
time, analyzing temperatures for almost 30 
years, from 1976 – 2005.

The most notable change in the 2012 map 
is that the zones have shifted northward. The 
new map is generally one 5-degree F half-
zone warmer than the previous map 
throughout much of the United States.  In 
other words, the new map shows that across 
much of the country, winters are warmer than 
they used to be. (The frigid winter and 
delayed start of spring warming we recently 
experienced might lead us to incorrectly think 
that we are getting colder, not warmer!)

Shifting zones means that recommendations 
for plants for certain areas are already 
changing. Even a 1 degree F change has a big 
impact on habitats. Generally, some varieties 
of plants are now able to be grown in areas as 
far as 100 miles farther north than were 
indicated by the 1990 map.

With warming, it is possible that some 
plant and animal species may disappear from 
regions where they have been prevalent. We 
may see invasive plants and insects move 
into areas whose winters would have previously 
been too cold for them to survive. Expanded 
habitats, increases in numbers, and earlier 
emergence are all possible. We may have 
more mosquitoes and ticks, over a larger 
area, and may have them for longer periods 
in the year, which means more opportunities 
for bites that could spread disease. 

Although the zone map could appear to 
support evidence of climate change, the 
USDA’s website specifically asks people not to 
make the connection. The Plant Hardiness 
Zone Map represents 30-year averages, not 
the 50 – 100 years required to scientifically 
support climate change. The USDA official 
stance is that the changes in zones are not 
evidence of global warming, but of greater 
accuracy in recording and interpreting data 
due to improved technology.

For gardeners, the zone map is one of 
many tools regarding plant choices and 
maintenance. Gardeners must consider the 
conditions of their actual planting locations, 
including first and last frost dates, with the 
needs of the plants they want to grow. These 
include sun and water needs, soil quality  
and drainage, summer heat, humidity and 
other factors.

By Jim Scharfenberger, 
Warwick Master Gardener

What’s not to like about the hardy, 
drought-tolerant, long-blooming, 
butterfly-friendly purple coneflower? As a 
renowned medicinal herb, echinacea has 
few rivals. The Native American coneflower 
was a favorite remedy for the Great Plains 
Indian tribes for over 400 years. Widely 
used as an anti-inflammatory drug, 
additional health benefits cited for 
echinacea include pain alleviation, 
common cold prevention, even cancer 
treatment. Not surprisingly, echinacea 
supplement sales hover around $28 
million today.

Sources at Plant Delights Nursery in 
North Carolina reveal that the original 
Echinaceae purpurea was first discovered 
by European explorers in the forests of the 
southeastern United States during the 
17th century and was first sent to England 
in 1699 by the natural historian, Reverend 
John Banister, who had been dispatched 
to Virginia to study American flora and 
fauna. The genus derives its name from 
the Greek echinos, meaning hedgehog or 
sea urchin, an allusion to the blossom’s 
spiny, brownish central disk.

The breeders got busy over the past 
decade to reward gardeners with a 
remarkable palette of tones, forms, and 
fragrances. Jamie McIntosh at The Spruce 
remarks that it’s possible to design an 
entire landscape centered on this flower. 
Today’s coneflowers are sure to land you 
in Echinacea euphoria. 

Cheyenne Spirit

Sporting shades of pumpkin, cream, 
primrose, and rosy-red, this 2012 
Fleuroselect Gold Medal winner was 
cultivated to bloom the first year. Among 
its many attributes, ‘Cheyenne Spirit’ tops 
out at a mid-height of 18 to 30 inches and 
maintains a compact shape throughout 
the season. A virtual garden in itself.

Double Scoop Cranberry

The Double Scoop series introduces 
lush and inviting, multi-petalled pom-pom 
style true-to-color blooms with tags like 
‘D.S. Bubblegum,’ ‘Orangeberry,’ 
‘Raspberry,’ and enticing rich red, non-
fading ‘Double Scoop Cranberry’.

Intense Orange

Some years ago, orange entered many flower borders, including mine, as the 
new color darling. ‘Intense Orange’ debuted in 2017 as part of the Kismet series. 
Compact and upright, the multiple blossoms glow in deep orange to rich 
pumpkin atop dark emerald green foliage.

White Swan

Bring on the butterflies and bees! The show begins first year from seed, with 
ivory- white daisy-like umbrellas atop four-foot stems all summer. White Swan 
tolerates drought, heat, humidity and poor quality soil. The sweet honey fragrance 
is a bonus.

Secret Passion

The secret is out that Echinacea is opting to join the lucrative Valentine’s 
Day cut flower market. Others in the Secret series include ‘Secret Glow,’ 
‘Secret Desire,’ and ‘Secret Romance’. ‘Passion’ sports fully double deep rose 
pink cones over baby pink rays on compact, well-branched 27-inch stems.

Sunrise

‘Sunrise’ is part of the Big Sky hybrid 
series and features citron yellow petals 
surrounding green maturing to copper 
cones on sturdy free-branching 30” – 36” 
plants that do not require staking. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The Food explorer: The True AdvenTures oF The Globe-TroTTinG 
boTAnisT Who TrAnsFormed WhAT AmericA eATs  
by dAniel sTone 
Reviewed by Bruce Rennie, Fort Montgomery Master Gardener

BOOK 
REVIEW

Home Invasion
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This book follows the true adventures of David Fairchild, a 
late-nineteenth-century food explorer who traveled the globe 
and introduced diverse crops like avocados, mangoes, seedless 
grapes, and thousands more, to the American plate.

In the nineteenth century, American meals were about 
subsistence, not enjoyment. But as a new century approached, 
appetites broadened, and David Fairchild, a young botanist 
with an insatiable lust to explore and experience the world, set 
out in search of foods that would enrich the American farmer 
and enchant the American eater.

Kale from Croatia, mangoes from India, and hops from 
Bavaria. Peaches from China, avocados from Chile, and 
pomegranates from Malta. Fairchild’s finds weren’t just limited 
to food: from Egypt he sent back a variety of cotton that 
revolutionized an industry, and via Japan, he introduced the 
cherry blossom tree, forever brightening America’s capital. 
Along the way, he was arrested, caught diseases, and bargained 
with island tribes. But his culinary ambition came during a 
formative era, and through him, America transformed into the 
most diverse food system ever created. 

Stone builds suspense 
while describing the trials and 
tribulations associated with 
global travel of that period. He 
also investigates the inner 
working of Washington politics 
while detailing the battles 
between Fairchild, who wanted 
a free hand to import plants to 
boost the country’s economy, 
and those who thought that 
such introductions might do 
grave damage to native species. 
Stone also uses some of 
Fairchild’s experiences to 
discuss the way colonization 
was perceived at the onset of the 
20th century.

Foodies, gardeners  and scientists alike will appreciate 
Stone’s informative and entertaining book.

By Deborah Cashara – Cornwall Master Gardener

I know that what I am about to write might sound like a 
science fiction story but it is not. In 2015, a couple from South 
Carolina left a screen door cracked open 
to let some cool night air into their 
bedroom. Upon returning to the room, 
they found hundreds and hundreds of 
stinkbugs.  The stinkbugs covered every 
visible surface of their bedroom. They 
were in the drapes, behind pictures, and in 
their dresser drawers. It took them several 
hours to make the room habitable. Since 
that night, they have not been free of 
stinkbugs. If you are interested in reading 
about this couple, you can find their story 
in the March 12, 2018 issues of the New 
Yorker. Another quick story about how 
invasive the stinkbug can be is in the 
accounts of farmers having to use their 
windshield wipers in order to see as they tended their crops. 
Personally, I have found a few in my home over the last several 
years. Do you have stinkbugs in your home?

For the homeowner, the stinkbug is a nuisance.  It does not 
bite, sting, transmit disease, or gnaw through foundations.  For 
the agricultural community, it is disastrous.  In 2010, 
Pennsylvania peach growers lost almost half their crops to stink 
bugs.  In New Jersey, losses ranged from sixty to ninety percent 
of the harvest.  This posed devastating consequences and the 
stinkbug attracted enormous amounts of scientific attention.

Let me formally introduce the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
(Halyomorpha halys).  It is native to East Asia, where it was 
kept in-check by various natural predators; it coexisted with the 
rest of nature in relative tranquillity for hundreds of years.  Like 
many others things, the stinkbug problem is the product of 
globalization.  It most likely arrived in the United States via a 
shipping pallet from China. The stinkbug was first reported to 
the Pennsylvania State University’s Extension Service in 1998.  
At that point, it was a mystery insect. (In both number and 
variety, insects dwarf all other animals; there are some nine 
hundred thousand known species, while between two million 
and thirty million more have yet to be catalogued.)  It took 
about three years for the stinkbug to be named, and it was the 
first to be identified in the Western Hemisphere.

The stinkbug is unusual in that it is polyphagous, meaning 
that it will eat a stunning range of things.  Most species eat a 
small variety of food – that’s not true of the Brown Marmorated 
Stink Bug. It will eat ash trees, birch trees, maple trees, cherry 

trees, magnolias, hemlocks, elms, and 
oaks. The bug eats broccoli, asparagus, 
tomatoes, collards, eggplant, bell 
peppers, and cucumbers.  It will eat 
pecans and hazelnuts.  It will eat hops 
and grapes. It will eat apples and pears, 
raspberries and blackberries, apricots 
and peaches and nectarines.  So far, 
scientists have discovered more than 
two hundred and fifty plants that the 
Brown Marmorated Stink Bug will 
consume. The stinkbug presents serious 
problems for American crops. In 2010, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
formed a task force to study and to 

develop environmentally and economically-sustainable 
strategies for managing the stinkbug.

Peter Jentsch, an entomologist with Cornell University’s 
Hudson Valley Research Lab calls the stinkbug the Hummer of 
insects; it is exceptionally hard to kill with pesticides. The only 
pesticides that are reliable are broad-spectrum compounds that 
kill beneficial species too. Further study is needed. For that 
reason, many collaborative partnerships have been formed that 
include the federal government, land grant colleges, universities, 
environmental groups, farmers, agribusiness and extension 
programs. One solution is the introduction of the Samauri 
Wasp as a native predator.  The wasp deposits its eggs inside 
those of the stinkbug, leaving its larvae to emerge and consume 
the host.

For indoor stinkbug control, use a vacuum to collect the 
insects and dispose of them. The bugs should not be left in the 
vacuum bag, as it is possible for them to crawl out of the bag. 
Some people are freezing the bugs to ensure that they are 
killed.  A licensed Pest Controller can be called if the bugs are 
too numerous.

For more information, you can call the Hudson Valley 
Research Lab. The telephone number is (845) 691-7151 and the 
email address is ek538.cornell.edu.

PLANT OF
THE MONTH Viburnum
  By Deborah Cashara  
  Cornwall Master Gardener

Viburnum is a genus of about 150 species and contains 
numerous cultivars. They range in size from 2 to 3 feet to 30 
feet. Many species of viburnum have become popular as garden 
and landscape plants because of their showy flowers and 
berries, fragrance and good autumn color. Some popular 
species, hybrids, and cultivars include the following examples.

Viburnum carlesii ‘Korean Spice’ Viburnum

This shrub is valued for its spicy-sweet fragrance. The 
flowers are pink to reddish in bud, and open to a white semi-
ball flower.  The shrub blooms late April to May. The leaves turn 
to a reddish wine color in the fall. The Korean Spice Viburnum 
grows 4 – 8 feet high and wide.  

Viburnum dilatatum ‘Linden’ Viburnum

Certainly one of the best fruiting shrubs for the garden.  This 
deciduous shrub grows 6 feet high and 9 feet wide, with 
upright, dense habit. The flowers are creamy white and grow in 
a flat-topped manner. It blooms in May and June.  The real 
show follows in the fall when the fruit ripen to bright red, 
cherry-red, or scarlet. The fruit often persists into winter.  
Another positive attribute is that the shrub is highly resistant to 
diseases and insects.

Viburnum plicatum var. tomentosum (Doublefile Viburnum)

This is an outstanding flowering shrub. It is strongly tiered 
and the branches grow in a horizontal habit. This characteristic 
makes for winter interest. The entire shrub is almost covered in 
flowers in the spring. The color in the fall is wine-red.  The 
bright cherry-red fruit ripen in July and August. The berries 
change to black and become food for the birds. This shrub 
grows 8 to 10 feet high and 9 to 12 feet wide.

Viburnum rhytidophyllum (Leatherleaf Viburnum)

This shrub is evergreen and has interesting texture. It grows 
10 to 15 feet high and wide. The flowers are formed the 
previous summer and appear as small brownish spheres in the 
fall and winter. The fruit will dazzle onlookers.

All proceeds benefit Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County Education Center & 4-h Park

Sat., Sept. 15, 2018 
Social Hour at 5:00 pm

Contact Kathi Webber at 845-344-1234 
or email kw389@cornell.edu

300 Finchville Turnpike
Otisville, NY

 Sumptuous Farm-to-Table Dining
 Horse-Drawn Wagon Site Tours
 Local “Celebrities” Milking Contest
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    WHAT’S HAPPENING
Fri., Aug. 17 Seed Harvesting and Saving  11:30 am – 12:30 pm at Pine Bush Library. Call 845-744-4265.

Thurs., Aug. 23 Healthy Grab and Go Breakfasts  10:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. 
Must be 18 years or older. Cost is $20 per person. Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 
845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Thurs., Sept. 13 Create an Herbal Wreath  10:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Cost is 
$25 per person. Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Sat., Sept. 15 Terrariums 10:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Cost is $30 per person.  
Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Wed., Sept. 26 Cooking with Garden Veggies  6:00 pm – 9:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Cost is 
$20 per person.  Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Wed., Sept. 26 Fall-scaping: Plants with Autumn Interest  7:00 pm – 8:00 pm at Newburgh Library.  Call 845-563-3619.

Tues., Oct. 16 Botanical Papermaking  10:00 am – 12:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Learn the 
ancient art of making paper using a variety of botanical additives and recycled materials. Cost is $30 per 
person. Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Sat., Oct. 20 Milk Soap  9:00 am – 1:00 pm at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, NY. Learn the basic techniques for 
making soap using milk in this workshop. Must be 18 years or older. Participants will make soap to take home. 
Cost is $45 per person. Register online at cceorangecounty.org, or call Jill at 845-344-1234, or email jd863@cornell.edu.

Subscribe  
to Gardening In  

Orange County Today!
Ten issues of this award-winning newsletter written       

specifically for Orange County costs only $20!  
Subscribe ONLINE at cceorangecounty.org or call 

845-344-1234 to start your subscription today!

CALL OR EMAIL US WITH YOUR GARDENING QUESTIONS 
E-mail: mghelpline@cornell.edu Phone: 845-343-0664 

April – November: Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30 am – 12:30 pm. All other times, please leave a message.

GARDEN HELPLINE

Summer Landscaping at the Education Center and 4-H Park
Volunteers from the Tri-County Nurserymen donated their time and 
materials to beautify the Education Center and 4-H Park. Pictured from 
left to right are: Bob Waltenberg, (CCE Staff ); Jim Presutti, (Hudson 
Valley Horticultural Services); Dave Miller and Meldardo Duarte, 
(Precision Landscaping); Jan Jansen, (E. P. Jansen Nursery); Tom 
Wright, (Masseo Landscape); and Edgar Sandoval and Erik Samayoa, 
(Precision Landscaping).

GARDENER’S CHECKLIST 
AUGUST 2018

• Replant fall produce and cool-season plants. (For example, 
carrots, turnips, beets, spinach, lettuce, peas.)

• Water Evaluation – evaluate your drip system.  If you don’t 
use one, now is a good time to start with a small unit, 
especially if you are planting new crops in this dry month.

• Freeze or dry – fall is not too late for harvesting herbs for 
the winter.

• Consider NOT deadheading flowers – leave the seed 
heads for the birds; leave the stalks for the overwintering 
of pollinators.

• Install pollinator hotels – try two or three locations. 
Take notes and photos.

• Divide iris.

• Divide Asiatic lilies.

• Divide peonies if it hasn’t been done for four or five years 
(they should be divided infrequently.)

• Now is the time of abundance – try new recipes for your 
harvest, make new soups.

• RELAX – you’ve done all the hard work!


