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Using Ugly Veggies to Fight Hunger
in Mid-Hudson Valley

By: Sarah Wolpoff The Times Union recently interviewed our own
Stiles Najac about our Gleaning Program.

Stiles Najac at a recent gleaning event at
Pennings Orchard on Veterans Day.
“Farmers hate seeing their produce, which
they cared for all season and nourished,
just thrown away.”

What does a curvy cucumber and an
eggplant with a nose-like appendage
have in common?

They’re “ugly” vegetables — produce
that never makes it to the grocery
stores and farmers’ markets due to
their unappetizing aesthetic, though
they hold the same nutritional value
as their attractive counterparts.

These are also vegetables that Stiles
Najac covets in her pursuit to feed
thousands of people in her capacity
as Food Security Community Liaison
with the Cornell Cooperative
Extension.

Based in Middletown, Orange County’s Cornell Cooperative Extension
provides a plethora of educational and needs-based programs revolving
around agriculture, food, nutrition and community vitality.

Najac describes her primary responsibility with the organization as running its
gleaning program, which means collecting excess or unmarketable crops from
farmers and getting them to the shelves of area food pantries.

“Before the pandemic, 10 to 13 percent of our neighbors were living with food
insecurity. During the pandemic, the numbers went haywire,” Najac said. “The
numbers have dipped, but it’s still not pre-pandemic levels. So, if now it’s 15 to
20 percent, that means one of every five or six people in our community
doesn’t have enough resources to meet the needs of their family.”

Click here to continue reading!

https://www.timesunion.com/hudsonvalley/makers/article/gleaning-ugly-veggies-to-fight-hunger-mid-hudson-16642375.php
http://cceorangecounty.org/fundraising/1923-fundraising-campaign-for-4-h
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E190538&id=1
https://eden.cce.cornell.edu/coronavirus-response/
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension/news-stories/extension-out-loud


The holiday season is here!

Making good decisions at potlucks and
celebration meals is done one serving at

a time.

Click here for the tips!

Neuhaus Reminds Residents about
Homeowner Assistance Fund

Program will help eligible homeowners with funds for
delinquent mortgage payments, property tax payments

and certain utilities

Orange County Executive Steven M. Neuhaus has announced that New York
State has launched its Homeowner Assistance Fund (HAF), which will help
eligible homeowners prevent foreclosure by providing up to $50,000 per
household for delinquent mortgage payments, property tax payments and
certain utilities.

“Many in our community are struggling to get out from bills that have mounted
during the COVID-19 pandemic,” Neuhaus said. “These funds can provide a
fresh start for homeowners who have fallen behind on mortgage payments and
will allow families in Orange County to remain in their homes. Owning a home
is part of the American dream and working families should not have to worry
about losing their house.”

Eligible applicants may receive financial assistance to catch up on missed
housing payments, to reduce mortgage debt to make monthly mortgage
payments more affordable, and for homeowners who are unemployed,
assistance with up to six months of future housing payments. Applicants must
have household incomes at or below 100 percent of the Area Median Income
(AMI) and must be at least 30 days delinquent on monthly housing payments
for their primary residence. Awards will be capped at $50,000 per household.
Assistance will be structured as a five-year, non-interest, non-amortizing
forgivable loan. If the homeowner remains in the home for a period of five
years, the loan will be fully forgiven.

Karin Hablow, Orange County’s Commissioner of Finance, encouraged
residents to apply for HAF as soon as possible because funds will be allocated
on a first come, first serve basis until they run out, or 30 days after the start of
the program.

HAF applications will be accepted beginning Monday, January 3rd, 2022. To
learn more about the program, go to www.nyhomeownerfund.org or call
1-844-77-NYHAF.

https://www.snapedny.org/2021/03/prepping-for-potlucks/?fbclid=IwAR2qHfoVsnt0ZipB9y6z_dWx_l6dvldyTMV8E01G7JZ8ckv20wwBM7xg3YQ
http://www.nyhomeownerfund.org/


Check Out Our Upcoming Programs!

FREE to register!

Virtual Statewide Esports
4-H Club
All are welcome! This program is for youth
ages 13+

Esports is a growing platform for youth to
meet and play video games with friends.

Join the NYS 4-H club to learn new games,
skills and make new friends. Guest
speakers will discuss the gaming industry,
healthy gaming and much more.
Competitive gaming opportunities.

Call 845-344-1234 Ext. 259 for more
information.

Get Outside Nature
Challenge for Youth
Every Friday for ten weeks (started 10/22)
there will be activities posted on our 4-H
Get Outside Blog that will encourage you to
get outside and explore nature.

Click here for more details and to
visit the Get Outside Blog!

This program is FREE,
but preregistration is required!

Cat Club for Kids
Meetings will be held the third Thursday of
each month from 6 - 7:30 PM.

Join us as we explore domestic cats. You
do not have to own a cat...the only thing
required is a love and curiosity about cats!

Click here for more information!

Rabbit Science Club for Kids
Meetings will be held the first Friday of
each month beginning in December from
6:30-8:00 P.M.

Do you love rabbits? Would you like to
learn more about them? Well, here is your
opportunity to do that! We are starting a
brand new Rabbit Club!

http://cceorangecounty.org/events/2021/10/22/get-outside-nature-challenge
http://cceorangecounty.org/events/2021/10/21/cat-science-club


Click here for more information!
NO fee to participate!

All youth age 8+ are welcome to join!

This program is FREE,
but preregistration is required!

Orange County 4-H Hour of
Code December 2021
Thursday, December 9, from 6:00 - 7:00
PM

Hour of Code is an introduction to computer
science, designed to demystify “code” and
show that anyone can learn together the
basics to be a maker, a creator, an
innovator!

This program is for youth ages 7-12 and
requires an adult chaperone to join.

Click here for more information and
to register!

Cloverbud Holiday Craft
Thursday, December 16,
from 5:30 - 6:30 PM

This adorable craft will make you smile
throughout the holiday season! This
program is for 5 - 7 year olds.

All you need to bring is a small picture (1-
in. x 2-in.) and we'll supply the rest!

Click here for more information and
to register!

Fee: $3/Youth (Cash Only)

http://cceorangecounty.org/events/2021/12/03/rabbit-club-for-kids
http://cceorangecounty.org/events/2021/12/09/orange-county-4-h-hour-of-code-december-2021
http://cceorangecounty.org/events/2021/12/16/cloverbud-holiday-craft


Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County
18 Seward Avenue, Suite 300
Middletown, NY 10940
845-344-1234

Visit our CCE Orange County website!

       

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities

and provides equal program and employment opportunities. Please contact our office if you have any special needs.

http://cceorangecounty.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cceorangecounty
https://twitter.com/CCEOrangeCtyNY
https://www.instagram.com/cceorangectyny/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5nY3wer4ojJtTjPf3_SWrw

