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Nassau County Executive-
elect Bruce Blakeman has se-
lected state Supreme Court Jus-
tice Thomas Adams to serve as
Nassau County attorney, in-
stalling a longtime Republican
jurist in a key role in his admin-
istration.
Adams, 72, of Rockville Cen-

tre, is a former Nassau County
administrative judge who over-
saw more than 100 judges and
1,200 court employees.
Adams “not only has an excel-

lent command of the law, but

he has extremely good adminis-
trative skills,” Blakeman told
Newsday.
“In addition, when it comes

to the law, he served as an asso-
ciate justice of the appellate di-
vision, where you have to make
determinations about issues
concerning whether or not
there was accordance with the
law, and the decisions that
judges made, whether there
were errors,” Blakeman said.
“So, he’s got an extremely

smart legal background and he
also has superlative administra-
tive skills, and basically he’ll be
running a law firm for the
county,” Blakeman said.
In a statement to Newsday,

Adams said: “I thank County Ex-
ecutive-elect Blakeman for plac-
ing his trust in me to serve the
residents of Nassau as County
Attorney. I look forward to help-

ing the County Executive-elect
deliver on his pledges to move
Nassau forward while protect-
ing residents’ wallets.”
The county attorney defends

Nassau against lawsuits, includ-
ing civil rights cases against po-
lice officers and property as-
sessment challenges.
Adams’s legal career spans

four decades, beginning with a
stint as an assistant district at-
torney in the Nassau County
District Attorney’s Office.
He was elected subsequently

to District Court and later to
state Supreme Court.
In 2001, Republican Gov.

George Pataki appointed
Adams as an associate Justice
of state Supreme Court’s Appel-
late Division, Second Judicial
Department.
Adams has presided over sig-

nificant criminal and civil

cases, including some involving
Nassau County government.
In a 2018 ruling, Adams up-

held an agreement with leaders
of five county unions over mil-
lions of dollars in “longevity”
pay.
Longevity pay rewards em-

ployees for their years of ser-
vice, and some county employ-
ees said they were owed thou-
sands of dollars in back pay.
The ruling upheld a “memo-

randum of agreement” that Rob
Walker, the top aide to Republi-
can County Executive Edward
Mangano, made in 2017 with
union leaders.
The administration of Laura

Curran, a Democrat, chal-
lenged the ruling in 2018.
This year, an appellate court

said an arbiter should decide
the merit of the longevity pay
cases.

State Supreme Court Justice
Thomas Adams in 2015.

Vanessa Pino Lockel talks about how La Placita Supermarket in Glen Cove is promoting healthy eating.
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A Glen Cove grocery store
has become a healthy oasis as a
program fights against food
deserts in underserved commu-
nities.
At La Placita Supermarket,

shoppers can walk out with
healthy recipes in their bags, in
addition to food and drinks.
The recipes, printed in Eng-

lish and Spanish to reach the
Latino community the store
serves, are part of the “Healthy
Corner Store” initiative orga-
nized byCornell Cooperative Ex-
tension of Suffolk. La Placita is
the eighth store to join the pro-
gram since Cornell Cooperative
Extension of Suffolk, a nonprofit
organization affiliated with Cor-
nell University, started it in 2015.
“We provide education of

not only why to eat it but also
how to prepare it and to pre-
pare it in a way that you are cul-
turally comfortable to eat it,”
Marta Blanco, lead bilingual nu-
tritionist at the organization,
said while walking through the
store Friday.
The program promotes

healthy eating in underserved
communities that often live in
“food deserts,” Blanco said.
“They may have a Wendy’s

and a Dunkin’ Donuts, they
may have the fast-food chains,

but they may not always have
those options of healthy alterna-
tives,” Blanco said.
The strategy to promote bet-

ter diets is a mix of product
placement, education, recipes
and information highlighting

different fruits and vegetables.
The differences at La Placita

Supermarket, which has oper-
ated on Glen Street for nine
years, can be subtle. To pro-
mote drinking more water and
avoiding sugary soft drinks,

stacks of bottled water have
been moved upfront and with
new signage. Bilingual informa-
tion signs in the produce sec-
tion tell shoppers the differ-
ence between varieties of fruits
and vegetables.

Store manager Salvador Diaz
said the organization ap-
proached them at the begin-
ning of the summer about
being part of the program.
”They had some suggestions

and then I started working with
them on the suggestions that
they had,” Diaz said. “It’s been
a process.”
Diaz said it’s too soon to tell

whether the program is inspir-
ing healthier eating choices, but
he said “signage is always good.”
The supermarket offers Span-

ish-speaking immigrants some
foods that might be harder to
come by in larger chains.
“We try to cater to anyone

who’s in the community,” Diaz
said.
People who take an online nu-

trition workshop through the
program get a $10 coupon to
buy food at the store.
Jose Bonilla, a 57-year-old

landscaper originally from El
Salvador, had picked up a
2-foot-long succulent aloe vera
leaf and pieces of cactus to use
in a smoothie, and watercress
for tuna salad, as he passed by
the new signage describing dif-
ferent types of broccoli.
Blanco said customers like

Bonilla exemplify why the store
was chosen for the program.
“This store is able to provide

culturally relevant foods,”
Blanco said.
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Glen Covemarket an oasis in food desert
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