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   CCEDC Online Auction: October 20-November 7 

Bid, Bid, Bid 

By Susan Kavy, Master Gardener Volunteer; CCEDC Chair Fund Development 
 
Hello fellow Dutchess Dirt fans, we are a week into our Second Annual Online Auction! 
 
The Master Gardeners have really stepped up and donated almost half of the auction items that 
will benefit the Extension including Weeding Teams, Mushroom Hunting, Orchid Repotting, 
Consults/Lessons: Shade Garden, Cutting Garden, Vegetable Garden, Permaculture, Native 
Plant Garden, Pollinator Garden, Vermiculture, Microgreens and more. 
 
The auction also has many other items to bid on—from how-tos (e.g. making fresh mozzarella 
or pizza) to all kinds of homemade delicious cakes and pies!  
 
You have one week left to participate, so put your finger on your computer button to bid and 
buy—there is something for everyone! 
 
http://ccedutchess.charitygrow.org/ 

 
All services and items being auctioned are the products of 3rd parties and CCEDC is not responsible for their content 
and not liable for their actions. The purchaser/s assume all risks associated with the services and/or items. 

http://ccedutchess.charitygrow.org/
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WHAT IS THIS BUG? IS IT BAD? 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
   
Inquiries arrive almost year-round.  I have this bug in my … perennial garden, vegetable patch, 
fruit tree, houseplant, patio, basement, window … (fill in the blank) What do I do?  Inquiries 
received via email often have photos attached and usually the photos are in focus enough to 
help answer the question. But few gardeners are trained entomologists; they don’t know what 
details are important in identifying insects. (Or that most insects are not true bugs … more later) 
 
When we shop for ornamental plants we look at flower color, shape and size, bloom time and 
duration, foliage color and texture, plant height, spread, and hardiness. When we grocery shop 
for fruit and vegetables our eyes are trained to look for color, firmness (or lack thereof), for 
absence of spots or bruising. Different attributes apply to shopping for clothing, furniture or 
artwork.   
 
What do we look for with insects? For one thing, we should not rely heavily on color which can 
change as the insect matures. Instead we primarily look at structure and shape. 
 
Pests that we should worry about are the insects, spiders, mites and ticks found in our 
residential landscapes and homes. In general some “bad bugs” cause damage to our health, 
food, structures and clothes. Most are “good bugs” and cause no harm other than feeding 
themselves and becoming food for others.    
 
Several of our Master Gardener Volunteers shared their photos and stories for this article. The 
two spiders below could be identified by their size and appearance. To determine the species of 
the bee, you’d need to see more details than the photo can provide, but it’s beautiful. 
 

 
 
MGV Sue Grumet reports from Hawaii on other spider interactions.  
 
“Just in time for Halloween: As far as spiders go, Maui has some real 
doozies. This guy/gal was devouring a bug on the rafters of our outside rain 
garden. It is quite large - think large peanut M&M.  
 

From MGV Philomena Kiernan: a goldenrod crab spider (Misumina vatia), a regal jumping 
spider (Phidipppus regius) and a striped sweat bee (Agepostemon sp.).    
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But the cane spiders are the ones that really stop you in your 
tracks. I had one in the house a few months ago and you can 
actually HEAR them walk. They are so large, maybe 4-5” 

across - and they hop!! 😱😱😱 Eeek!  

 
When my daughter saw this one on her beach chair and 
screamed, the spider proceeded to hop maniacally in the sand, 
alarming everyone around her. When the couple next to her 
saw her panic, the woman told her boyfriend to kill it. The guy - 

big and brawny - would not go near it! 😂😂. Enough said….” 

Note: some sources explain that the males display a courtship 
behavior by producing a vibration which is faintly audible to 
human ears like a humming or buzzing sound. While doing this 
they keep vibrating the abdomen with their feet firmly planted on 
the ground. 

Insects (like people) specifically have three parts: head, thorax and abdomen. There is usually a 
waist   between the thorax and abdomen. Spiders, ticks and mites are arachnids; they are not 
insects. Arachnids have two parts: cephalothorax (combined head and thorax) and abdomen.  

 
 
 

The insect head includes the eyes, antennae and 
mouthparts. Most insects have a single pair of compound 
eyes. Adult insects have a pair of antennae whose length, 
shape, placement and overall form is unique. Mouthparts 
are designed for feeding – either chewing or sucking – so 
their shape helps in identification too.  

 
Arachnids do not have 
antennae. Arachnids have 
two kinds of eyes whose 
arrangement varies and 
helps with their identification. 
        

Adult insects typically have one or two pairs of wings. The unique arrangement of veins on the 
wings is sometimes used in identification. Adult insects have six pairs of legs. The leg shape 
and placement are indicative of the method of motion. For example, a grasshopper’s leg is very 
different from a tick’s. Arachnids have 8 legs (although ticks in their larvae stage have six) and 
no wings. 

Diagram courtesy of University of Nebraska-Lincoln  Diagram courtesy of University of Nebraska-Lincoln  Diagram courtesy of University of Nebraska-Lincoln  

Diagrams courtesy of Smithsonian Institution 
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MGV Terri Carriker-Thayer shared this photo of an insect with 
dramatic wing venation.  
 
“I was out in the garden one day and spotted this creature on the 
limb of a tree. Its form and pattern fascinated me and was a 
reminder of how beautiful nature can be.  With some research I 
discovered that it is a Giant Eastern Crane Fly, is a nectar feeder.” 
 
The question “What is this?” can often be answered more easily 
after other clues are collected.  

 Where was it found? Indoors or outdoors, on a plant and which one, on leaves, roots or 

fruit, or perhaps on people.  

 When was is found? Daytime or after dark, during a dry spell or after rain, spring, 

summer or fall. Insects display different stages and behavior throughout the year. 

 Who is affected? Specific fruit, vegetables, trees or shrubs, or many different types. 

Some insects rely on a single genus while others are more generalists.  

 What does it look like? A solitary or social bee, a stinging or parasitoid wasp, a fly, ant, 

lacewing, beetle, caterpillar, butterfly or moth?    

 What should be done and why? Once the pest is identified, an assessment can be made 

if it is a “good bug or bad bug” along with recommendations for action. Often no action is 

necessary.   

Note: entomologists, scientists who specifically study insects, are more precise than most of us 
in using the term insect or bug. True bugs are insects of the order Hemiptera and have two 
unique features: they have a long thin straw-like mouthpart called a beak that they use to ingest 
a liquid meal and their front wings are different. The wings are more hardened or leathery at the 
base and more membranous at the tip, sometimes transparent. True bugs ingest nectar but also 
pierce plants and ingest sap. A few bugs consume insect prey.  
 
Spotted Lanternfly is a bug. It is a plant hopper and is a bad bug. It causes harm especially 
when huge populations repeatedly weaken trees and vines by robbing them of their nutrients.  
 
Other true bugs are less harmful and can be tolerated.  

 
MGV Michelle Lam shared this photo of a little red-banded leaf hopper 
(Graphocephala coccinea), also called candy-striped leafhopper. It is a native, 
and feeds on many types of plants.  
 
Aphids are annoying.  MGV Rosemary Daniels 
shared this photo of black aphids on a Dahlia. The 

Heliopsis with red aphids 
and a bee fly is from our 
F&HC Demo gardens. 
MGV Grace Elder also 
reported them on several 
of her Heliopsis species. 
A hard spray of water will 
remove the aphids but 
you must be persistent.  
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MGV Linda di Gasper shared this photo of an Ailanthus webworm moth 
(Atteva aurea), which looks like a beetle until it is in flight. The caterpillars 
build communal nests bound by webbing, thus they are called webworms.   
 
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) is an invasive species first introduced 
to North America in the late 1700’s as an ornamental tree. In its native 
habitat Atteva pustulella, a tropical rainforest species, feeds on it. For years 
it was assumed that moth moved to North America, but research has 
confirmed that Atteva aurea, native to North America, is feeding on it here.  
Read More.  
 
Linda and MGV Gillina Leslie also shared these photos.  

    
Leftmost: Clearwing sphinx 
moth (Hemaris thysbe) “hard to 
spot, but wings are so cool”.  
 
Middle and Lower Right: 
Praying mantid. Probably 
Chinese mantid (Tenodera 
sinensis) but a key identify- 
cation detail on the inner leg is 
not visible in the photo. 
 
Upper Right: Saddleback 
caterpillar (Acharia stimulea).  
Note: do not touch! Its spines 
are venomous. 

 
MGV Pauli Gherardi shared this great story.  
 
“This garden spider became a sort of pet last summer.  I had never seen one like this before so 
was taken aback by its size, beauty and intimidating appearance.  

 
When I approached the web it would start shaking it (click here to see 
video) which I read is to scare off predators. I thought it viewed me as 
a gigantic bug that would make a great feast. The web suddenly 
looked like a trampoline that its feet were stuck to.   
 
I had a guy working on my house and forgot to tell him about the 
spider. One day the worker told me to be careful and pointed to the 
listless spider on the driveway. He had power washed the web!  I 
almost cried as I realized I forgot to tell him about the spider. I carefully 
placed the spider under a shrub in the yard where she temporarily 
experienced homelessness. Lo and behold within a week the spider 
reappeared about 6 feet from where I placed her. She made a new 
web under the faucet so she’d have a constant water supply or catch 
the bugs that came looking for water.  
 

https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1335
https://cornell.box.com/s/i2gz1q5da35w41aoxilxwyyycqncl841
https://cornell.box.com/s/i2gz1q5da35w41aoxilxwyyycqncl841
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Sorry I don’t have good photo of her eyes. Seems her vision was not good because when I was 
in plain sight she wouldn’t move.  Movement would start when I was close enough to cause a 
vibration of the pachysandra or the ground.  I assume she felt the movement in her feet through 
the web.”  
 
The spider can be identified as a garden orbweaver, Argiope sp. not only because of its 
appearance but also because it spins a web of concentric circles with spokes to anchor points 
and a zig-zag pattern in the center. Read more at BugGuide. Female spiders are the primary 
web builders. Males spend most of their time travelling around looking for females. Both are 
harmless to people unless threatened. As with all spiders, it’s better to just look and not touch.     
 

From MGV Cathy Poluzzi “I have no idea if I should love or hate 
this, I saw it while I was walking today.”  
 
This is probably the larvae of a sawfly but it’s hard to tell from 
any photo. Many sawfly larvae look 
like caterpillars, but they are not 
Lepidoptera – they do not grow into 

butterflies or moths. One hint is the 
large head. The next thing to look at 
would be its legs. A caterpillar (left) 
has three true or thoracic legs and five prolegs. Sawfly larvae 
have six to seven pairs of prolegs. 

 
Sawflies can be specific to a plant genus. If this had been found on a plant it would have helped 
to identify it. When sawfly larvae feed on a plant, they are voracious and can totally defoliate it. 
Often the plant can leaf out again, but these are usually 
considered “bad bugs”.  
 
MGV Grace Elder (and this author) share a special dislike 
for Lily leaf beetles. My stand of Lilium regale is attacked 
every year. This is a bright red “bad bug” which can  

totally defoliate the plants. They are easy to hand pick and destroy. If they are disturbed, they 
drop to the soil upside down, using their black underside color to blend in with the soil. Just 
catch them on the way down and squish or drown them.   

Another “bad bug” shared by MGVs Linda Di Gasper and Sandee Ritchie is the spotted 
cucumber beetle (Diabrotica undecimpunctata howardi). Its also called the Southern corn 
rootworm in its larval stage. It is a pest in home gardens and also of agricultural crops. Adults 
will attack the tender young growth of stems and leaves, and the buds and petals on mature 
specimens. They also carry and spread a  bacterial wilt organism Erwinia tracheiphila and 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/1972
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erwinia_tracheiphila
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cucumber mosaic virus. Eggs are laid in clusters on the undersides of host leaves and hatch 
into larvae 1⁄2 inch (13 mm) long. The larvae often tunnel into the soil to attack roots.  

Although this pest is especially harmful to Curcurbits such as cucumbers, melons and squash, it 
is not as harmful as the striped cucumber beetle (Acalymma vittatum) 
and will feed on many other plants. These examples were found in 
Linda’s Chrysanthemum ‘Sheffield Pink’ and Sandee’s Dahlia.  

 
Floating row covers can be used in early spring to 
protect cucurbits, but they must be removed once 
blossoms appear to allow pollination. 
  
Scout for the pest throughout the summer and 
handpick where possible. Cucumber beetles can 
overwinter in crop fields or in compost or trash piles 
so clean up thoroughly in autumn.   
 
 

 
 
Last but certainly not least, MGV Gillian Leslie shared a cute 
garden visitor, an Eastern grey tree frog, probably hunting for 
insects for lunch. 
 
So when you see a “bug” look very carefully before you squish it. 
It might be a good insect just going about its own business 
pollinating flowers and providing food for others.  

  

 
 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 

BugGuide: Spider Identification by Eye Pattern  
MassAudubon Hummingbird Moths  
Saddleback Caterpillar 
Example of Sawflies 
CCE Lily Leaf Beetle 
Cornell Lily Leaf Beetle Control Research 
CCE Striped and Spotted Cucumber Beetles 
Praying Mantis Identification 
Eastern Gray Tree Frog Identification 
NYS IPM: Silly Rabbit! Ticks are for Kids!  
NYS IPM Map of SLF Confirmed Locations 
New York State Asks Residents to Help Combat Spotted Lanternfly 
What do Spotted Lanternfly Look Like? 
Spotted Lanternfly Lookalikes 
Pandemic Vegetable Gardening Series by Cornell Horticulture Chair, Steve Reiners. 
 
 

Photos courtesy of the MGVs unless otherwise noted.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cucumber_mosaic_virus
http://bugguide.net/node/view/84423
https://www.massaudubon.org/learn/nature-wildlife/insects-arachnids/hummingbird-moth
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/urban/medical/saddleback_caterpillar.htm
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/trees/sawfly/redheaded_pine_sawfly.htm
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/23294/May_2_2017_lily_leaf_beetle.pdf?1494857105
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2017/07/parasitizing-wasps-offer-hope-against-devastating-lily-beetle
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/factsheets/Cucurbit_Beetles.htm
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ent-67
http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Hyla_versicolor/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2021/10/05/silly-rabbit-ticks-are-for-kids/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://agriculture.ny.gov/news/state-department-agriculture-asking-residents-help-combat-spotted-lanternfly
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2021/09/03/what-do-spotted-lanternfly-look-like/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/slfposter2.pdf
https://cals.cornell.edu/school-integrative-plant-science/school-sections/horticulture-section/outreach-and-extension/pandemic-vegetable-gardening
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday November 2, 7:00 pm, Pawling Free Library online, “Four Seasons of Shade” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit 
pawlingfreelibrary.org  

Wednesday, November 3, 6:00-8:00 pm. CCEDC Energy & Environment online, “What’s 
the Buzz: Creating Pollinator Friendly Communities” a forum on the topic of creating 
pollinator friendly communities. Presenters include Kerissa Battle, Community Greenways 
Collaborative, Susan Karnes Hecht, Town of Poughkeepsie Climate Smart Communities Task 
Force and Conservation Advisory Commission, Cathy Lane, Town of Hyde Park Visual 
Environment Committee and Dutchess County Master Gardener, and Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC 
Community Horticulture Resource Educator. Pre-registration is required. For more information 
and to register go to http://ccedutchess.org/events 

Wednesday, November 3, 6:00-7:30 pm, Dutchess County Land Conservancy online, Earth 
Matters: Virtual Winter Speaker Series “Native Landscaping 101” by Kim Eierman, founder of 
Ecobeneficial, LLC. Registration is required. For more information and to register go to 
https://dutchessland.org/events/ 

Wednesday, November 3, 7:00 pm, Poughkeepsie Public Library District online, “Deer 
Defense” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://poklib.org/   

Tuesday, November 16, 10:00 am Stanford Free Library online, “Nature in Winter” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Johanna Tomik. For more information, visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Tuesday, November 16, 6:30 pm, East Fishkill Library online, “Bonkers for Begonias” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://eflibrary.org/ 

Tuesday, December 7, 7:00 pm, Pawling Free Library online, “Power of Purple” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information visit pawlingfreelibrary.org  

NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS  
 
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 
    

LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials.  

https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
http://ccedutchess.org/events
https://dutchessland.org/events/
https://poklib.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
https://eflibrary.org/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
This ringed assassin bug (Pselliopus sp.) is 
beneficial in our gardens. It preys on other 
soft-bodied pests like flies, mosquitoes, 
earthworms, and aphids by injecting them 
with a venom.  
Photo courtesy of MGV Michelle Lam 

What happened to this crop of ‘Bodacious’ 
sweet corn?  
 
 
 
Photo Courtesy of Leah C. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, is closed for the season. Dagnostics questions can be left for Joyce 
Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. 
Questions can also be emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is included, please 
ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.    
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

