
What to Do in November 2021 
 

By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 

 

 

Nov. 8 

 

Perennials: It’s chrysanthemum season! Garden mums, not florist types, are hardy perennials that shine in a 

sunny spot with rich, well drained soil. By contrast, so-called florist or pot mums are annuals; one season and 

they’re done. Fall-planted perennial mums may be challenging to keep over winter. If you have a successful 

planting and want to give it a go, you can cut the flower heads off so the plants aren’t ragged looking, but don’t 

cut stems back to the ground until next spring. The dead tops help insulate the plants during winter. You can 

also protect hardy mums with a couple of inches of loose mulch and evergreen branches after the ground freezes 

to increase their potential for survival over winter.  

 

Flowers: For fabulous blooms at Christmas, try potting an amaryllis bulb. Choose a pot no more than two 

inches wider than the bulb. (Make sure the pot has drainage holes.) Add a little potting soil, then the bulb, then 

more potting soil until the bulb is covered halfway. Water the bulb well and put it in a warm place (70° to 75° 

F). From then on, keep the soil moist but not wet. When the plant begins to grow, move the pot to a sunny 

window and fertilize the amaryllis every two to four weeks depending on your fertilizer’s labeled instructions. 

Turn the pot every day to keep the flower stalk straight. (Stake it if needed.) Flowers appear four to six weeks 

after potting.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Continue to remove and compost healthy vegetable plants that have finished 

production. Harvest frost-tolerant vegetables such as broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cauliflower and carrots. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Looking to buy a tree that will be stunning next fall? Browse the supply of local nurseries 

and make your pick. There’s still time to plant deciduous trees (those that lose their leaves), the sooner the 

better. Wait until spring to plant evergreens. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice on successful 

planting. 

 

Lawns: Dry leaves can generally be shredded in place with a mower to give the lawn a little extra organic 

matter. Mulching leaves in place can also be a time saver if the shredded leaves disappear into the grass in one 

or two passes. But if you have masses of leaves, or wet leaves that are hard to shred, rake some up so they don’t 

smother the grass. Use as mulch or add them to a compost pile. 

 

Houseplants: Stop or greatly reduce fertilizing houseplants until spring.  

 

General: Put up a bird feeder and keep it filled. Birds also like a source of unfrozen drinking water.  

 

Nov. 15 

 

Perennials: To help prevent pest insects and reduce disease spores from overwintering in your perennial 

garden, remove and bury or discard diseased or insect infested plants. Some butterflies and caterpillars spend 

the winter in leaves and other dried plant remnants, so you may leave some healthy plant parts as shelter for 

these beneficials. Add extra debris from healthy plants to the compost pile. Shred it for faster decomposition 

 

Flowers: If you didn’t get a chance to plant tulip bulbs last month, you can still do it now. And don’t be stingy: 

Tulips look better en masse, rather than just a few flowers here and there.  

 

https://www.thespruce.com/growing-brussels-sprouts-1403442
https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-grow-carrots-in-the-vegetable-garden-1403472


Fruits and Vegetables: If you’ve had trouble with insect pests on the vegetables, a rough tilling can expose 

them to predators and expose pests that spend the winter underground to the cold. This can help to reduce their 

numbers in next year’s garden. For more information on vegetable gardening, contact your local Cooperative 

Extension. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: If the roses have suffered from winter injury in the past, consider winterizing them after a 

heavy frost when the leaves have dropped. This can help to keep the plants’ roots at a uniform frozen 

temperature to prevent injury from freezing and thawing, which can damage the plant. You may pile up to 10 

inches of mulch over frozen soil around each plant (take loose soil from another location). Prune canes 

judiciously, just enough to keep long canes from breaking in windy or icy conditions.  

 

Lawns: Resist the urge to fertilize now. If you haven’t applied fertilizer yet this fall, save it for next year in late 

spring. Fertilizer is likely to run off rather than absorbed by roots at this time. New York State law prohibits 

lawn fertilizer application between December 1 and April 1. 

Houseplants: The placement of plants indoors is key to their success. Do not expose plants to a draft or put 

them on or near a radiator or other heat source.  

General: Adult spotted lanternflies (SLF) may still be present now. These insects lay egg masses, present 

through spring, on many surfaces. Keep an eye out for these before you travel, transport outdoor furniture or 

other items. See a map of known SLF populations, checklist of items, learn more about this invasive pest and 

what you can do to help stop its spread at https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/spotted-lanternfly/  If 

you find SLF in New York, snap and send a photo to spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov.  Outside of counties 

known to be infested, capture the insect(s) and save to submit for verification. (Inside known infested counties 

other than NYC, report and squash insects and egg masses. In NYC, just squash them). 

Nov. 22 

 

Perennials: You may continue to plant hardy perennials. Plan to cover them with a light mulch, such as pine 

boughs after the soil freezes to keep the roots from heaving out and drying during a thaw.  

 

Flowers: Remove frost-damaged foliage or flowers. Add healthy expired plant parts to a compost pile. Lift and 

store tender bulbs and corms after the tops have died back. You can also force crocus and hyacinth bulbs for 

blooms on the windowsill in mid winter. Pot them up now and set them in a protected place to chill where you 

can retrieve them after approximately 12 to 16 weeks. At that time, give them water and gradually expose them 

to warmth and light. Keep flowering forced bulbs in a cool, bright place to prolong the show. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: For Thanksgiving, weave a wreath of chili peppers, garlic, herbs, shallots, etc., to share 

with a friend. If you have an excess of homegrown vegetables, enjoy the fruits of your labor! Consider sharing a 

surplus with those less fortunate, now and throughout future harvests. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: To protect broad-leaf evergreens (azaleas, boxwood, holly, inkberry, rhododendron, etc.) in 

an exposed location or planted within this past 3 seasons from harsh winter winds, consider a burlap screen. 

Place the screen stakes before the ground freezes.  

 

Lawns: Don’t allow friends and relatives to park on the lawn during Thanksgiving Day festivities (or at any 

other time, for that matter). Tires tracks compact the soil, kill grass and make room for weeds and crabgrass.  

 

Houseplants: Many houseplants peter out during winter, often because of low light and low humidity. Supply 

supplemental lighting or move suffering plants to a brighter source of natural light. Dry leaf tips can be an 

indication of low humidity. Consider using a humidifier if the room is very dry. Resist the inclination to perk 

the plants up by overwatering or fertilizing them.  



 

General: If you are planning a new garden next spring or concerned about soil pH and nutrient levels, you can 

still collect soil samples for testing now. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice. 

 

Nov. 29 

 

Perennials: When well-established mums and other hardy perennials finish flowering, cut them to 

approximately four inches above the ground. This can improve air circulation while providing some insulation. 

Remove spent flowers but leave the tops intact on recent chrysanthemum plantings. After the ground freezes, 

apply a 2 inch layer of loose mulch for added protection, or better yet, cover the crowns of the plants with 

evergreen branches. 

 

Flowers: If you plan to store but haven’t lifted half-hardy plants such tuberous begonia, calla, canna, dahlias 

and gladiolus, do this now.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Maintain mulch several inches away from the trunks of fruit trees so mice and other 

critters don’t damage the bark. If there is pressure from mice and rabbits, wrap the trunk in ¼ inch hardware 

cloth. Bury the barrier a few inches deep and extend it above the possible snow line. Remove this in spring to 

allow the trees to expand as they resume growth. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Remove dead or damaged wood from trees and shrubs to minimize damage in winter 

storms. Oaks may be pruned at this time and through March. Contact an arborist to work on large trees. 

  

Lawns: As long as the grass is growing, continue to mow. Continue to remove leaves, sticks and other debris, 

and make sure family and visitors are gentle with the lawn in its dormancy.  

 

Houseplants: Aphids and other small pests that escaped detection when houseplants plants were returned to 

their indoor locations have the potential to multiply over winter. Sticky deposits and stippling on leaves are a 

telltale sign. If there are too many to wash off or remove by hand, contact your local Cooperative Extension for 

advice.  

 

General: Time to drain and put away your garden hoses. Do this on a warm day, when they’re more pliable and 

able to coil tightly. Remember to turn off and drain any outdoor water pipes or irrigation systems that may 

freeze during winter.  

  


