
By Christopher Yarnall, 4-H Youth Development Educator  

It is never too early to start thinking about next year’s 4-H Livestock Auction! The 
2021 4-H Livestock Auction at the Jefferson County Fair was the first 4-H market 
auction program held in Jefferson County in over ten years. The auction included 
animals raised by local 4-H members, as well as donated items which were auctioned 
off to support 4-H livestock programming. 4-H member Katie (pictured) sold her goat 
for more than $500! If you know of a child who is interested in raising an animal for 
the auction, it is never to early to start planning! Even if you do not currently live on 
a farm, we have leasing options available to ensure this opportunity is possible for all 
youth who want to participate and are committed to responsibly raising an animal. 
All participating youth will be registered in a livestock auction readiness education 
program to help them learn about properly raising their animals and preparing to 
bring them to auction. For any questions or to get involved with our 4-H Livestock 
Club, contact Chris at cy328@cornell.edu or 315-788-8450 ext. 244.  

New! 4-H Cloverbud Animal Science Program 

Introducing the 4-H Cloverbud Animal Science Program! This exciting new program is 
open to youth ages 5-7. Meetings will be held on Mondays from 6-7pm November 
29th through January 10th at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County’s main 
office location (203 N. Hamilton St. Watertown, NY). Throughout the program, 
participants will learn about animals such as ducks, lambs, snakes, and rabbits and 
how best to care for each species. Each meeting will include a presentation about the 
animal given by either an experienced 4-H youth mentor or a CCE staff member. Also 
included in the program is time for the youth to interact with the animal (if 
appropriate), and a supplemental activity to help reinforce what they’ve learned. The 
4-H Animal Science program is designed to provide participants with mentorship on 
animal care as well as what it takes to raise an animal and show it in the Jefferson 
County Fair!  

By Kathryn Ripstein, 4-H Program Educator   

Is your family looking for a new and fun way to get outside and explore the beauty of winter this year? If so, 
look no further! The 4-H Cross Country Skiing Club is back by popular demand! Members of the club will 
explore the beautiful woodland trails of Jefferson County all while learning the skill of cross-country skiing. 
Throughout the program, youth will have the opportunity to explore local trails while developing friendships 
with youth from other school districts. This year’s program will also include cooking smores and other 
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delicious snacks on biofuel stoves and a warm cup of hot 
cocoa to conclude each trail exploration. 

The 4-H Cross Country Skiing Club will kick off on 
December 29th at Thompson Park where youth will get 
the chance to get used to the ski’s before we hit the 
trails! Following the December 29th event, the club will 
meet every other Saturday from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
starting on January 8th and ending on March 19th. Youth 
participants will need to come prepared in warm winter 
clothes and sturdy winter boots; all other equipment is 
provided! Upon registration, club members will receive a 
full schedule of all meeting dates, times, and locations. 
Youth will need to be dropped off and picked up at the 
trailhead at the start and end of each meeting. This club is open to youth ages 10 and up. Registration is 
open and space is limited! To register, head on over to https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Crosscountry_222. If you 
have questions on the program, contact Kathryn Ripstein at ker99@cornell.edu or 315-788-8450 ext. 232. 

Hello! My name is Tiffany Quarles and I am Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County’s new Youth 
and Family Engagement Specialist for the My Brother’s Keeper program. I am a graduate of North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical State University with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Psychology. I am currently in an 
Applied Psychology master’s program at Liberty University with a concentration in Industrial and 
Organizational Psychology. These studies have specialized courses and teachings on leadership studies as 
well as motivation and engagement. Originally, I am from southeast North Carolina where I grew up with my 
parents and siblings. We were a sports family, so I have played softball from the age of five all the way up 
until I graduated college. Being a student-athlete has prepared me for this role more than I could have ever 
imagined. I was a part of a team and organization but more importantly it also allowed me to meet 
individuals from all over the country. I am now living locally with my husband, who is stationed at Fort Drum, 
and my daughter. I am very excited to be here and in this role. 

The My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) Initiative is a task force that was 
established by Barack Obama in 2014. MBK is a collaboration between 
Watertown City School District (WCSD) and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. MBK is a family engagement program for students in grades K-
12 who attend WCSD. This program is an effort focused on bridging and 
eliminating the opportunity gaps that are faced by boys and young men 
of color and ensuring that all students of WCSD can have the same 
opportunity to succeed and reach their full potential. Although the 
funding opportunity is primarily focused on young minority boys, all 
minority children, including girls and young women of color are also eligible for the program offered by 

By Tiffany Quarles, Youth and Family Engagement Specialist   
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WCSD. This program will engage and assist any disadvantaged youth regardless of their ethnicity, race, 
gender, or sex, along with their families. 

The Youth and Family Engagement Specialist will focus on developing and sustaining effective relationships 
with families in order to achieve student success. This will entail acquiring and sharing with teachers, 
students, and parent’s knowledge of implicit biases, advocate for parents and families, coordinate events 
that promote connectivity and communication with the families, and provide mentorship to and for the 
students, just to name a few of the program activities. We are excited to get know you as a community, as 
well as to foster important and meaningful relationships. 

Hello! My name is Leanne Dornan, and I am Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County’s new 4-H 
Youth Development Educator! I am a graduate of the California State University of Monterey Bay with a 
Liberal Studies Degree and minor in Kinesiology.  After college, I joined the AmeriCorps VISTA program which 
led me to Alaska in 2009. Throughout my career, I have worked with youth in grades K-12 and gained 
experience in youth education that led me to Cornell Cooperative Extension. I am a military wife and a 
mother of 2 children who are active members of the 4-H community. Together we have traveled across the 
country! I am an outdoor enthusiast who also enjoys being home-bound and can handle cabin fever in any 
weather. I pride myself on my creativity and I am looking forward to bringing that creativity into my work 
with CCE.   

As the 4-H Youth Development Educator I will be working under the Comprehensive Adolescent Pregnancy 
Prevention (CAPP) program which is a partnership between Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County and the North Country Prenatal and Perinatal Council. Under the CAPP program, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension will provide healthy living programming for youth ages 10 and up in five target school districts: 
Alexandria Bay, LaFargeville, Gouverneur, Indian River, and Watertown. To develop programs, we will be 
collaborating heavily with the five target schools, teachers, and the local community with a goal to provide 
youth opportunities to learn life skills in the areas of healthy living, self-esteem, self-efficacy, confidence, and 
much more. Youth in CAPP programs will gain knowledge from hands on experiential learning and exposure 
to new opportunities they otherwise would not have been able to participate in! I am excited to put my 
passion for healthy living, creativity, and experience to use as a member of the 4-H team! 

By Leanne Dornan, 4-H Youth Development Educator   
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