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It’s that time of year again. Temperatures are dropping and the snow is 
already starting to fall. If you are a long time resident of the North Country 
this is nothing new to you. This just means it’s time to break out the big 
fuzzy socks and those heavy winter coats, but how do you prepare your 
home for the coming cold?  

Most homes have lots of leaks that let cold air in during the winter. If you 
could add up all the leaks in your home and bunch them together into one 
area, what would that look like? In the average home those leaks would add 
up to a basketball sized hole in the side of your house. I don’t know about 
you but that sounds like a lot of dollars going out the window to me. So 
what can we do to seal up the leaks in our homes and save money on our 
energy bills?  

The best course of action is to get a home energy audit to identify the areas 
in your home that may need improvements. The good news is that home 
energy audits are easy to have done and depending on your annual income can be free thanks to programs 
run through the NYS Energy Research and Development Authority. Lower to moderate income customers 
may even be eligible to receive improvements to their home at little to no cost to them. Improvements such 
as new insulation and air sealing, replacement or repair of inefficient heating equipment, installation of high 
efficiency lighting, or even replacement of inefficient appliances such as refrigerators.  

As a Community Energy Educator, I can work with you one-on-one to find and access the programs that are 
right for you and your family, regardless of whether you rent or own your home, the fuel you use, or your 
level of income. To learn more about how you can better prepare your home for the winter this year call  
315-788-8450 ext. 232 or email me at ker99@cornell.edu and I would be happy to advise you and your 
family on the best options for you!   
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