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Putnam County Food System Coalition Announces Food System Map  
 
Use of food pantries has increased nationwide from 4.4% in 2019 to 6.7% this year, according to the USDA. Exacerbated 
by the pandemic and rising cost of living in the lower Hudson Valley, 28% of Putnam County residents find it hard to 
make ends meet. To understand where the needs are greatest, the Putnam County Food System Coalition conducted a 
food systems needs assessment last summer. Funded by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), the 
coalition is finding ways to address these needs. One resource developed by the group is set to launch: The Putnam 
County Food System Map. 
 
Coalition partners surveyed more than 200 individuals accessing food pantries, soup kitchens, as well as homebound 
adults receiving supplemental food deliveries. Respondents reported that the most limiting factors to accessing the food 
they need included adequate income, reliable transportation to or, nearby grocery stores and food pantries. While 
there are often stores within walking distance, many smaller, convenience stores do not accept SNAP/EBT (formerly 
known as food stamps). 
 
With nearly 40 farms, farm stands, farmers markets, and CSAs in Putnam offering local produce, fresh foods are close to 
home. Survey respondents found it both difficult to get to these locations or found the cost of produce too high. These 
data and other facts about food security in the county are summarized in an interactive map which can be found at the 
Putnam County Food System Coalition page hosted by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County, and on some 
coalition partners’ webpages or through this short URL https://arcg.is/b08em. 
 
Other solutions being spearheaded by the Putnam County Food System Coalition include developing funding to expand 
local food processing and storage. This endeavor will provide long term storage and refrigeration, extend the harvest by 
processing and distributing locally grown foods, offer stipends to food pantries to purchase local foods, and offset the 
cost of locally grown produce.  
 
Putnam County Food System Coalition partners include SPACE on Ryder Farm, Second Chance Foods, Putnam 
Community Action Partnership, ,Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of NY, Department of Health, Putnam County NY, 
Glynwood Center for Regional Food and Farming, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County, NY. 
 
 
For information about Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County’s community programs and events go 
to putnam.cce.cornell.edu/. Stay connected to CCEPC on Facebook at Facebook.com/cceputnam, and Instagram 
at Instagram.com/cceputnam and Twitter/@CCEPUTNAM. 
  
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
Please contact our office at 845-278-6738 if you have any special needs. 

 
### 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with 
Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. If you have a disability and are having trouble accessing this 
information or need materials in an alternate format, contact putnam@cornell.edu for assistance. 
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Photo caption: Volunteers at Second Chance Foods process 
produce for distribution.  
Photo credit: Second Chance Foods 


