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The Beauty of Bats  

by Carol Ann Harlos

Karen Slote, a wildlife veterinarian and licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator who works in the SPCA wildlife department 
and Wildcare WNY Rehabilitation gave a truly interesting 
talk (The Beauty of Bats) on an often misunderstood 
group of animals. Bats are mammals that belong to 
the order Chiroptera  .  Their forelimbs are adapted to 
be used as wings for sustained flight.  Their geological 
history is difficult to study as their bones are fragile and 
don’t easily fossilize.

Bats live as insectivores (insect-eating), frugivores 
(fruit-eating), or vampire (blood-eating).  They are also 
classified as megabats which don’t use echo location to 
locate prey and microbats that do.  They range in size 
from the bumblebee bat to the large flying fox which 
reaches about 5 feet across! (Bats are not blind… their 
calls can be used for identification!  Bat detector devices 
convert their inaudible ultrasonic calls into sounds we 
can hear.)

Karen spoke about several types of bats found in different 
places in the world.   These included:

• the dawn bat – a megabat that drinks nectar.
• the spotted bat – a western United States bat with 

the largest ears of any bat in North America, white 
spots on a black back.

• the yellow wing bat -a monogamous vampire bat 
with very large ears.

• the ghost bat  - in north Australia that eats birds, 
other mammals.

• the grey-headed flying fox – a megabat  , a keystone 
pollinator in Australia.

• Harwick’s woolly bat – in Borneo , form a relationship 
with pitcher plants.  The plant provides shelter and 
the bat supplies nitrogen in its feces.

• The pallid bat – which can eat scorpions as it seems 
resistant to the venom.  It ranges from British 
Columbia to Mexico.

• The greater bulldog bat – uses echolocation to fish.  
It is in Latin America.

• The spectral bat – a large carnivorous bat that eats 
birds, rats, … in Central and South America.

• There are 3 species of  vampire bats live in Central 
and South America.  Their saliva contains an anti 
coagulating compound.

Bats can be found in a variety of places: sticking to a 
curled leaf, on the walls of shower stalls, in caves….. Less 
than 1% carry rabies!  Here in WNY they hibernate as 
there is no food available for them in the winter. They 
are important for insect control and as pollinators.

You can help bats by eliminating insecticide use, 
providing a source of water, building bat houses, and 
using humane exclusion techniques.  

White nose syndrome caused by a fungus has decimated 
the little brown bat, the northern long eared bat, 
and the tri-colored bat in NYS.  It harms the bats as it 
causes them to awaken from hibernation which uses 
up fat stores which the bats need to survive .   Be a bat 
ambassador.  “Unless someone like you cares a whole 
awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not” ….from 
The Lorax by Dr. Seuss.


