
 

 

100 Eaton St.   

Morrisville, NY 13408 

TEL: 315-684-3001 

FAX: 315-684-9290 

madison@cornell.edu 
May 27, 2021 

Cornell in our Community Column 
Title:  It is Growing Season! 

Submitted by: Cornell Cooperative Extension Madison County – Myron Thurston III 

As we continue forward in 2021 and the COVID pandemic seems to be abating in many ways, we 
will have our normal options for fresh food this summer. Over the next few weeks all the 
strawberry plants we have in Madison County will be available and everyone knows how much 
better a strawberry taste when it was picked the day before you eat it. Just think about that 
juicy, sweet, and slightly sour sensation you get when you pop a fresh strawberry in your mouth.  

Most of our traditional farmers’ markets will be open for normal business this year as well which 
means over the course of the summer residents of Madison County can find just about any type 
of food you can imagine. From fruits and vegetables to meats and cheeses. The CCE Madison 
County website has an up to date listing of all farmers markets in the area and what their 
schedule is for this summer (http://madisoncountycce.org/ag-economic-development/buy-
local/find-a-farmers-market). Most markets will follow CDC and New York guidelines that give 
vaccinated consumers the ability to visit the market without a mask. We will be able to walk 
through the stalls and smell the amazing scents of a farmers’ market again this summer.  

You will also see many different farm stands popping up around the county over the course of 
the summer. Due to the diligent work of an outstanding summer intern, Rachel Lines from 
Northeastern University, in 2020 we have an excellent food map of where you can find fresh 
food in Madison County (http://madisoncountycce.org/agriculture/ag-economic-
development/buy-local/madison-county-local-food-map). These farm stands help support your 
local farmers and often have food that was picked or harvested that day. You cannot get much 
fresher than that.  

We encourage you to buy local this year. Though the COVID pandemic is thankfully receding 
from the public health nightmare it was in 2020, many of our community farmers are still trying 
to get back to where they were before the world changed. Each time you make a purchase from 
a local farmer that money is going directly back into the community as our farming neighbors 
spend it on everything from household goods to the fuel for their tractors.  
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