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     SURPRISING GARDEN SUCCESSES 
By Sharon Gagne, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer and other MGVs 

  
There are so many ways we have been surprised by successes in our gardens.  We may have 
planted a perennial with the thought that it would take 3 years for it to bloom beautifully and it 
bloomed spectacularly the first year.  We may have planted a perennial one year never to be 
seen the next and just when we forgot about it, it showed up in all its splendor 2 years after we 
originally planted it.  We may have planted one beautiful specimen plant and ended up with 5 or 
planted 5 and barely ended up with a single plant!   
 
We may have planted seeds, forgot to label them and were shocked when they appeared.  We 
may have mislabeled them and instead of a small groundcover were rewarded with a colorful 
mid-sized plant.   We may have forgotten completely despite keeping a garden journal, that we 
even planted anything.  We may have misunderstood the planting blurb in the garden catalog 
and ended up with something completely different than what we expected.   And, of course, best 
of all, we may have planted something consistent with a plan in our head, and it turns out even 
better than what we planned.   Following are some 
surprising successes of our Master Gardeners proving 
that even with the best knowledge, Mother Nature often 
has a plan of her own and in most cases, it proves 
infinitely better than ours. 
 
The impetus for this line of thought was that I stuck a 
moonflower start that I was gifted near a trellis already 
full of climbing hydrangea and a climbing rose and then 
forgot about it.  I had no other place for it and felt guilty 
letting it rot in the pot.  After the rose bloomed gloriously 
this June, I cut back the way overgrown climbing 
hydrangea.  No revelations there but come mid-late 
August the moonflower which I had completely forgotten 
about took off hiding the ugly worn out rose whips and 
shorn back limbs of the 30-year-old climbing hydrangea 
completely hiding everything and producing beautiful, 
fragrant moonflowers at about 4 pm daily.  What an 
unplanned and ongoing show! 
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From MGV Victoria Rolfe:  About 7 or 8 years ago, while in Kentucky I visited a nursery and 
found myself continually drawn to a fascinating little bright green fuzzy plant. Being a very frugal 
gardener, I don't ordinarily buy plants at all, except maybe on a bargain table. This tiny plant in a 
3" pot was an exorbitant (in my mind) $8.  When I came back the next day eying that plant again 
the lady at the register finally told me to just take it. For free? Yes! So, I did. (I think I later found 
out why she was so quick to give it away).   
 
I took the cute little baby home, planted it and christened it "Garfunkel Fuzzy Bush". The tiny 
thing grew to be about 3 feet tall with a perfectly round oval shape. It was really quite beautiful. 
And then in fall it surprised us again by turning a lovely magenta color. Wow! I did finally look 
this plant up at some point and found it was Kochia scoparia grass, nicknamed "Burning Bush" 

and that some consider it invasive in the Great Plains and 
the western states.  Uh-oh!  
 
The following year there were a few more Kochias in my 
bed. Still pretty, I left them. Fast forward a few years and 
each spring my ground is literally covered with them. 
Being an annual, the new little seedlings are easy to 
remove. And I try to limit how many I allow to develop. But 
I am a bit of a softy for my "Garfunkel Fuzzy Bush" so I 
think I overdo. 
 
Now I have created what looks like an alien landscape out 
there. I get plenty of comments and questions about it and 
some have even asked me to give them some. I do warn 
them of its aggressive nature, before sharing. I guess I will 
have to eradicate it at some point, but I will always have a 
soft spot in my heart for my surprising fuzzy Garfunkel. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From MGV Deborah Smith:  I was pleasantly surprised to 
have grown this dwarf buddleia butterfly bush, Buddleia 
Humdinger® 'Lavender Cupcake' from the MG plant sale.  It 
is the perfect plant for the garden.  I watered it when first 
planted.  It’s in poor soil but seems to love where it is in direct 
hot sun. I removed the spent flower heads a couple of times, 
but the unremoved flower heads seem to disappear into the 
plant. Truly a no work perennial that I 
loved growing this summer.  You must 
give a try. The foliage is a silver gray-
green color blooms are a soft purple or 
lavender and its shape is perfect without 
pruning.  It grows among lavender and 
Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’ also known as 
silver sage or wormwood.    
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From MGV Gail Strydio Naked Lady Lily (Amaryllis belladonna): 
I had a beautiful surprise when this flower just appeared -- no 
leaves at all just a long stem and flowers.  It eventually had 5 
open blooms on top of that stem.  I had forgotten that several 
years ago a friend had given me several (can't remember if they 
were bulbs or plants).  She mentioned when hers bloomed this 
September on her FB page and it jogged my memory.  I have to 
move one of mine as it is now in the deep shade and they prefer 
full sun.   

 

 
 
 

 

From Joyce Tomaselli, Community Horticulture Resource Educator: The CCEDC Master 

Gardener greenhouse is used each year from February to June to grow plants for our annual 
Spring Plant Sale. It is equipped with a heater and with exhaust fans but does not have an 
additional cooling system so is too hot to be used to grow plants in the summer. Once it’s 
cleaned up and closed in early June no one pays it much attention. Imagine our surprise last 
week when we discovered this “volunteer” tomato plant, growing beautifully!  
 
In a year when fungal diseases seem to be the norm, this plant is pristine. Why? Well, it’s been 
protected from rain and no one has watered it all season (we didn’t know it was there) so the 
leaves are always dry. The exhaust fans turn on when the temperature reaches 80 so it has 
constant air circulation. We are diligent when using the greenhouse to keep soil-less potting mix 
from falling to the floor of stones and garden soil is never brought inside, so no soil-based fungi 
are present. There are also 
no weeds in the structure to 
attract any pests. The plant 
has created its own staking 
system too. And yes, that is 
one plant.   
  
We think it’s the variety 
Jasper. It certainly is an 
indeterminate cultivar. Sadly, 
although the plant has a lot 
of flowers there are only a 
handful of ripe tomatoes. 
Probably few pollinators can 
find their way to the plant. 
 
 
What a surprisingly good way to grow a disease-free tomato plant.  
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Speaking of “volunteers” these Canna 
are pretty happy in the compost display 
at the Farm & Home Center. They’re 
nearly 8 feet tall. Tubers which were 
composted because they were judged 
unviable or too small to be grown for the 
plant sale obviously proved otherwise.  
 
If you look closely there are also some 
smaller ones to the right, spread 
perhaps by squirrels? 

 
 

 
 

From MGV Gwen Davis:  My vegetable garden just 
wasn’t working for me and I wanted to get more out of it.  
Since my husband’s mother was Italian and he grew up 
on pasta, it became a no brainer. So I planted 16 paste 
tomato plants, Firminio, Speckled Roman, San Marzano 
and Roma. I grew basil (way too much basil) and 
harvested over 100 garlic bulbs I planted last fall.  
I canned whole tomatoes, canned tomato sauce and 
roasted casserole trays of tomato, basil, onion and 
garlic to freeze. I am set until next year!  

 
 
 
From MGV Marge Arnold, MGV Gillian Leslie, two happy dahlia growers: They both sent 
beautiful photos of sports that happened to appear on otherwise normal dahlias.  The word 
'sport' in botany means a natural genetic mutation that is distinctly different from the parent plant 
in appearance (phenotype) and genetics (genotype).  

 
 
 
Left: Marge's dahlia parent 
was peach and yellow.  
 
 
 
Right: Gillian's dahlia parent 
was yellow with red stripes.  
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From MGV Mary Nisley, Tithonia = Monarch refueling station: Last year I received a 'bonus' 
packet of Tithonia rotundifolia seeds with a vegetable seed order. The common name of 
Tithonia is Mexican sunflower and it is in the Asteraceae family. I figured I should plant some 
before the seed got too old to grow. 
 
I chose a spot right outside my vegetable garden gate in the Vassar College community 
gardens.  In late May I sowed 5 seeds in a 1' space, hoping 1 would grow. Four seedlings 
emerged. I transplanted 2 seedlings to other spots in the garden. 
 
The plants grew slowly at first, but as the weather 
warmed they got bigger and bigger. By August, the two 
plants by the gate were 5' tall and spanned a 6' width. 
The showy orange flowers started opening around 
August 1 and haven't stopped yet. 
 
Tithonia flowers are extremely attractive to bumble bees 
and monarch butterflies.  Often there are a dozen 
bumblebees on the flowers, sometimes 2 to a flower. At 
any given time, there are 3-4 monarchs refueling on the 
nectar and sometimes I must duck under the butterflies 
to get through the garden gate. 
 
Although Tithonia can be grown from transplants, the 
two I transplanted didn't do nearly as well as the 2 plants 
left by the gate.  One seedling was moved 10' down the 
fence to a nearly identical spot. It is about a half the size of the unmoved plants and started 
blooming a month later. The fourth plant was moved to an area with packed soil and is even 
more dwarfed. It didn't produce its first blossom until mid-September. 
 
Now people stop by my garden regularly to watch the butterflies. The Tithonia is providing fuel 
for the monarchs during their long migration to their overwintering spot in Mexico. 
 
From MGV Nancy Swanson: I have lived in my house for 35 years and have never known 
exactly what grows in my two acres other than the abundant tree of heaven, Japanese 
honeysuckle, buckthorn, multiflora rose, greenbriar, garlic mustard, Japanese stilt grass, 
Norway maple, Oriental bittersweet, burning bush and the native but despised  poison ivy.  I 
spend February through November trying to eradicate them all without chemicals, keeping me 
busy outdoors.  As I tell my colleagues, who get to spend their outdoor time encouraging their 
hydrangeas to turn blue, if it is growing in my yard, it's a volunteer 
invasive alien plant.  
 
This summer I noticed two small trees growing along my driveway 
which had previously escaped my attention.  They were presumed 
invasive aliens and needed to be eradicated.   But first I had to make 
sure that my presumption was correct.  So I headed to the 
bookshelf.  What could be better than "The Tree Identification Book" by 
George W.D. Symonds,1958, and "Identifying Trees" by Michael D. 
Williams, 2007.   
 Celtis occidentalis, hackberry.  

Photo courtesy Cornell Woody Plants Database. 
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The 2021 surprise for me was that my two trees, growing next to 
the Japanese honeysuckle, the buckthorn, etc., etc.  were in fact 
native trees--hackberry Celtis occidentalis and Eastern hornbeam 
Carpinus caroliniana also known as ironwood.  Hackberry is a 
medium tall tree ranging from the Great Lakes south through 
Tennessee. The fruit is berry-like, sweet and juicy, and favored by 
wildlife.  Ironwood is a small tree found from Maine to Minnesota 
and south to Florida and East Texas.  Its wood is hard and has 
been used for making resilient tools.  How and why these visitors 
chose my two acres I do not know, but I am thrilled to have them. 

 

 
 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
NYS IPM Map of SLF Confirmed Locations 
What’s Happening to our Maple Trees by Ralph Gardner on NPR 
Penn State: Seasonality of Defoliation and Refoliation Matters  
New York State Asks Residents to Help Combat Spotted Lanternfly 
What do Spotted Lanternfly Look Like? 
Spotted Lanternfly Lookalikes 
Pandemic Vegetable Gardening Series by Cornell Horticulture Chair, Steve Reiners. 
 
 
  

SAVE THE DATE!  

 

 

CCEDC will host its 108th Annual 
Meeting via Zoom on October 
20th, 2021 from 8am -10am.  

The meeting will also launch the 
online Silent Auction.   

More information, including how 
to register for the meeting and 
how to participate in the annual 
silent action will be shared soon 
at CCEDutchess.org/events 

  

. 

 
 
 

Carpinus caroliniana, ironwood  
Photo courtesy Cornell Woody 
Plants Database.   

Photos courtesy of the MGVs unless otherwise noted.   

 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://www.ralphgardner.com/
https://ecosystems.psu.edu/research/centers/private-forests/news/timing-is-everything-seasonality-of-defoliation-and-refoliation-matters
https://agriculture.ny.gov/news/state-department-agriculture-asking-residents-help-combat-spotted-lanternfly
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2021/09/03/what-do-spotted-lanternfly-look-like/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/slfposter2.pdf
https://cals.cornell.edu/school-integrative-plant-science/school-sections/horticulture-section/outreach-and-extension/pandemic-vegetable-gardening
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2021/10/20/cornell-cooperative-extension-dutchess-county-108th-annual-meeting-silent-auction
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The Big Takeover - Concert in the Garden 
 

Saturday October 2, 4:00 – 5:15 pm, the Beatrix Farrand Garden hosts a celebratory concert 
featuring Hudson Valley's own The Big Takeover! Come and enjoy the positive sounds of this 
acclaimed reggae/soul sensation. Bring a blanket, your friends, and refreshments to enjoy on 
the lawn! The concert requires no RSVP and is for all ages. 
  
After a postponement of our event in August, we’ve rescheduled the concert from our Third 
Thursdays series! This event is made possible in part by funds from the Decentralization 
Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature and administered by Arts Mid-
Hudson. Where: 4097 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538. For more information: 
info@beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org.  
845-444-2809 
 
Cost: Free 
 
 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 
Thursday, October 7, 7:00 pm, Pawling Free Library online, “Pollinator Paradise” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information visit 
pawlingfreelibrary.org  

Thursday, October 14, 7 pm, Clinton Community Library online, “Putting Your Garden to 
Bed in the Fall” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more 
information, visit clinton.lib.ny.us  
 
Tuesday, October 19, 10:00 am Stanford Free Library online, “Become a Garden 
Detective” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more 
information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Tuesday, October 19, 6:30 pm, East Fishkill Library online, “Home Composting” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://eflibrary.org/ 

Thursday, October 21, 3 pm, Tivoli Free Library online, “Putting Your Garden to Bed in the 
Fall” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information, visit 
http://tivolilibrary.org/ 
 
Thursday, November 2, 7:00 pm, Pawling Free Library online, “Four Seasons of Shade” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit 
pawlingfreelibrary.org  

Wednesday, November 3, 7 pm, Poughkeepsie Public Library District online, “Deer 
Defense” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://poklib.org/ 
 
Monday September 27, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library online, “Putting Your Garden to Bed in 
the Fall” by CCEDC  Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information, 
visit http://www.laglib.org/ 

https://www.bigtakeoverband.com/
mailto:info@beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
https://eflibrary.org/
http://tivolilibrary.org/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
https://poklib.org/
http://www.laglib.org/
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NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS  

 
 
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, which can be a challenge as cooler weather 
arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and registration 
    
 
 

LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials.  
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

 
 

This quiz is more “Why” than “What”.  
Specifically, why is this an ideal place to grow 
a tomato? Net: Its protected from pests and 
diseases and has great air circulation. Read 
more on page 3 and see the updated photo.  
 

Also known as a “kissing bug” this insect is 
a welcome one in our gardens. Do you 
know what it is?  
 
Photo courtesy of MGV Michelle Lam. 

 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is staffed on Wednesdays, 9 to noon. Diagnostics 
questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134. Written questions can be 
submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select 
the topic of Gardening. Questions can also be emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is 
included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  

 
 

Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

