
 

What does 4-H Participation look like? 

  Traditional Member in Good Standing    Independent Member in Good Standing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are we outlining what 4-H  participation looks like? 

“Structured out-of-school time learning, leadership experiences, and adult mentoring that young people receive through 

their participation in 4-H plays a vital role in helping them achieve success.”-  
The Positive Development of Youth: Comprehensive Findings from the 4-h Study of Positive Youth Development Richard M. Lerner, Jacqueline V. Lerner, and Colleagues 

There are key pieces of 4-H interaction and participation that are the distinct identifying parts of the 4-H structure that 

makes it successful in positive youth development. 4-H is a community that its members and their families are part of 

and as part of that community; consistent interaction and partnership are key to the development of positive 

relationships within our community.  

To make this happen we need to see our members, our members need to be part of the full picture and feel a level of 

ownership over the success of the program. Attaining the finer parts of 4-H such as out of county activity, fair 

participation, scholarships, awards and special activities are earned. That old saying, you get out- what you put in. To 

develop 4-H life skills we are asking the minimum to take place. Adjustments can always be made to accommodate the 

abilities of our families and their members.  
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Fundraising  
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Presentation or Demonstration 

 
County Clinic Participation- 4 Activities 

 
Community Service- 2 Hours 

 
Member Record 

 
General Projects Judging 

 
Fair Participation 

 
Fundraising  

 

Assisting with 4-H Programs and 
Promotion 

  

 Expected 

 Suggested/Asked 

What is a Traditional Member?  

Traditional members are those that belong to a 

one or more specific clubs where they attend at 

least 50% of those club meetings.  

 

What is an Independent Member?  

An Independent Member is one that does not 

specifically belong or identify with any specific club. 

These members then must participate more actively 

at the county level.  


