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CCE Cortland Behind the Scenes
Fall is in the air and CCE Cortland is busy developing programming that will help our farmers thrive.

Ag-education: 
In September we had a great discussion/farm visit at Cobblestone Valley with Maureen & Paul Knapp, of
Cobblestone Valley, and Bret Moris, of Main Street Farms. The focus of the discussion was direct markets:
CSAs, farmers markets, on-farm stores, and u-pick. The key takeaway was the importance of building a
loyal customer base - a community. This takes time, effort, and patience. While direct marketing your
farm's products isn't for everyone - especially if you find social interactions difficult or ungratifying - it can
be a rewarding way to connect with the people who share similar values and want to purchase items that
reflect their values. 

This month, coming up, we have 2 programs that might be of interest to you, or someone you know,
scheduled.

On Tuesday, October 26th we're offering a day-long workshop on
Utility-scale Solar for Landowners covering the topics of leases,
development, and regulations. This workshop was part of a state-
wide effort that will be offered both in-person and remotely. Learn
more & register here (if you are not located in Cortland County - I
recommend that you first reach out to your county's CCE office to
find out if they are offering this program before registering with
us).

Then on Saturday, October 30th, we hope you'll join us for
'Getting Started with Poultry'. This 1 1/2 hour workshop will cover
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the foundations of what you need to know to get started with
poultry. Then an additional 1/2 hour, covering showmanship, is
designed for 4-Hers that may be interested in showing poultry.
Learn more and/or register here.

Ag Promotion: 
What an exciting past month we've had regarding ag-promotion.

On September 25th, together with Cortland
County Soil & Water Conservation District and a
number of other contributors, we hosted the 2021
Legislative Farm Tour. With just over 22
government officials including town & village
supervisors, county legislators, and state
assembly members - we visited four farms
highlighting the diversity of farming in Cortland
County and the economic, civic, & environmental
contributions of agriculture to our community. You
can read more in this lovely article by Valerie
Puma at the Cortland Standard.

Then on the weekend of October 2nd and 3rd, together with CCE Broome, CCE Tioga, and CCE
Chenango, we helped to organize the 4-County Farm Tour. Four Cortland County farms opened their
doors to the public that weekend and invited folks to come in and learn firsthand about their operations - in
a fun and engaging way. This was the first year Cortland County took part in this tour, but it will surely not
be the last. You missed the tour this year? No worries, you can read this article by Valerie Puma at the
Cortland Standard and look forward to visiting with us next year. 

Finally, as I mentioned last month we welcomed Hannah & James last month as our journalism interns.
Hannah and James are seniors at SUNY Cortland in the Communications department.

Hannah Gropper, a self-described tomato fanatic who was born and raised
in Queens, New York, is currently a senior at SUNY Cortland where she
studies Journalism. "I’m incredibly grateful for this internship and
opportunity to learn more about the food system and farming in Cortland."

James Coleman is a SUNY Cortlandsenior studying Communications with
a concentration in journalism and a minor in management. "In my spare
time I love to cook, and a fun fact is that I am am currently creating a food
blog to share my passion with food onto others."

Hannah and James have been tasked with writing articles to be submitted to the Cortland Standard on
topics related to Cortland County agriculture. Is there something you'd like to learn more about or feel the
general population would do well to understand better about agriculture in our community - let us know
and maybe they'll write about it this coming semester? 

Statewide Efforts: 
CCE Cortland has been actively engaged in Cornell's statewide livestock team on the topics of livestock
processing and animal fiber production and marketing. 

The livestock processing team has developed a map of NYS livestock processors and can be found
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here. If you know of someone who isn't on the map please let me know. This map ONLY includes the
processors we were able to identify AND have agreed to be published.

In addition, on Thursday, September 23rd the
Animal Fiber Work Team hosted 'In Our Own
Backyard: stories from a shepherd, mill owner,
and weaver' - this presentation & Q&A discussed
the accessible, sustainable, traceable, and
responsible animal fiber supply chain that we
have HERE in New York State. They are also
currently developing a list of supply chain
components that will be housed on the
CCElivestock.com webpage - so stay tuned AND
if you know of a shearer, mill, fiber festival, or
organization that you think should be listed
please let us know by filling out this form.

Youth Education: 
From 2019 through June of 2021 we were lucky
enough to have an amazing Farm-To-School
Americorps Member, Emily Fusco. Emily worked
with Cortland County schools and the community
to educate about the role of our local farms in
creating healthy and nutritious diets. In her role,
she developed a series of videos and helped to
create a garden guide. We are hoping to build
upon the work she began by hiring another
AmeriCorps Member. To learn more contact
Dana at dmh353@cornell.edu and you can apply
here. 

Sign-up for our Ag Alert texting system. Emails are often overlooked, and when important information
comes around (such as disaster recovery information for farms) people need a way to learn about these
pertinent items quickly and efficiently. A text alert system has been developed to meet that goal, but you
must sign-up to receive them. To sign up please fill out this questionnaire (you do not need to fill out
everything if you don't want to, but to get the text alerts we at least need your cellphone number and
service provider). 

Of course one of my (Dana) favorite aspects of my work with CCE Cortland is meeting you - our farmers!
I enjoy learning and hearing about what you do, and more importantly what you need. So thank you to
everyone who I've had the opportunity to talk with and learn from. If you haven't heard from me please do
reach out, I'd love to hear about you and your farm or farm-related business. You can reach Dana at
(607)391-2664 or via email at dmh353@cornell.edu

Other Cortland County Ag-related organization news
CCE Cortland is not the only organization in Cortland County that serves the farm community and we
want to do our best to keep you up to date on some of the other institutions in our community working for
you! 

Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District (follow on Facebook). 
"SWCD has numerous programs and services designed to enhance, protect, and preserve Agricultural
Land. Our programs are dedicated to providing agricultural landowners with the assistance they need to
plan for future generations. Water quality protection and improvement are a primary goal in all areas of
environmental and agricultural planning. SWCD utilizes the Agricultural Environmental Management
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(AEM) Program to assist agricultural producers in inventorying and identifying potential on-farm water
quality risks. Through AEM, SWCD identifies other programs that may help to address concerns identified
on the farm and may provide technical assistance for the planning and implementation of Best
Management Practices (BMPs) that will reduce or prevent the impacts of potential pollutants. Examples of
BMP’s are; barnyard runoff management, milkhouse waste collection and treatment, nutrient
management, silage leachate collection and treatment, stream buffers, and prescribed grazing
management." 

Please contact Cortland SWCD at 756-5991 if you have any questions.

Seven Valleys Health Coalition 
(follow on Facebook) Do you have extra produce
that will go to waste? Seven Valleys Food
Rescue, a program of Seven Valleys Health
Coalition, works to connect edible food donations
to those who need them in Cortland County. Visit
www.sevenvalleyshealth/svfr to learn more or
contact Gabrielle DiDomenico at
gabrielle@sevenvalleyshealth.org or (607) 756-
4198

Cortland County Farm Bureau (Follow on Facebook) 
The Cortland Farm Bureau Board is looking forward to 2021 as our community slowly pushes beyond the
2020 challenges with COVID19. We still need to stay safe and be careful, but there is room for optimism
as we look towards spring and another growing season. Cortland County Farm Bureau is working
tirelessly to push policy that addresses the issues facing Cortland County Farmers. 

If you have any questions or want to sign-up to be a member contact Jeff Perry (president of the Cortland
County Farm Bureau) at jap255@cornell.edu

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  
NRCS "provides farmers with financial and technical assistance to voluntarily put conservation o the
ground..." To learn more about NRCS's services and opportunities. 

Please Contact Justin Olson at justin.olson@usda.gov or 607-218-3504 with any questions.

We have a Farm Service Agency office (USDA-FSA) in Cortland County. Farm Service Agency is
equitably serving all farmers, ranchers, and agricultural partners through the delivery of effective, efficient
agricultural programs for all Americans. 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and provides programs and
loans to help farmers provide food, fuel, and fiber to millions of people worldwide. 
  
The New York FSA staff works hard every day to ensure that New York farmers have the information they
need to participate in federally funded agricultural programs and loans. FSA-administered programs
benefit all Americans by providing stability for our agricultural producers, thus helping ensure a safe,
abundant and affordable supply of food and fiber. 

You can find their contact information here.
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Do you like what you're reading? Please share with your friends and if you're not a
subscriber already click here to subscribe

Items of Interest and Other News

SAM & DUNS: Register Your Business Now So You Don’t Miss a
Funding Opportunity Later
(reposted from CCE Livestock PWT website)

It is common for a business to miss out on a grant opportunity simply because they could not get their
SAM or DUNS registration completed in time for an application deadline. Registering only requires a little
of your time, but it can take weeks to receive your number. If you intend to apply for federal grant funds
anytime in the future, we strongly recommend registering your farm or business now, so you’ll be prepared
for grant opportunities that may come your way.

Cortland County Legislative Farm Tour: Lessons in Agriculture
(reposted from Cortland Standard)

Since 2017, Cortland County has lost nearly 20% of its farms because farmers just couldn’t make ends
meet, farm experts say. Donning rubber boots and denim jeans, nearly two dozen legislators and
municipal leaders spent Saturday touring farms to learn about agriculture and the effect their policies can
have.

They watched chickens made ready for sale, learned how technology helps farmers milk 40 cows at once
and explored gardens of fresh flowers and fields of fall pumpkins.

“Essential Employee” Definition Expired: Quarantine Orders Apply to
Unvaccinated Farm Employees

(reposted from Cornell Ag Workforce)

Farm employees remain essential to farms and to the food supply but the term “essential worker” as used
during the COVID-19 pandemic has now expired. As of June 25, 2021, most of the COVID executive
orders were rescinded, including all exemptions for essential workers. This is important for farm
employers because under the executive orders, “essential workers” could continue to work even when
under quarantine restrictions due to a COVID exposure.

How Much Should You Charge?
Pricing Your Meat Cuts
(reposted from Penn State Extension)

It doesn't matter if you are selling halves,
quarters or single cuts, you need to know your
cost of production first. What are your costs of
raising that animal from day one until the day of
slaughter? In any business endeavor, keeping
good records is essential to knowing if you are
going to be profitable or not. Once you know your
cost of production, there are some tools you can
use to help you determine what price you may
want to attach to your fine, farm-fresh product.

USDA Invests $700 million in Grants
to Provide Relief to Farm and Food
Workers Impacted by COVID-19
(reposted from USDA-FSA)

The program will provide relief to farmworkers,
meatpacking workers, and front-line grocery
workers for expenses incurred due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. This relief is intended to defray
costs for reasonable and necessary personal,
family, or living expenses related to the COVID-
19 pandemic, such as costs for personal
protective equipment (PPE), dependent care, and
expenses associated with quarantines and
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Get counted in the next Ag Census
(2022)
(reposted from NOFA-NY)

If you’re a new farm and haven’t filled out the
United States Census of Agriculture before, the
National Agricultural Statistics Service invites you
to make sure your farm is counted in 2022 by
filling out the form. 

Contact NYAAC to Create Your Next
Farm Newsletter
(reposted from NY Farm Bureau)

The New York Animal Agriculture Coalition
(NYAAC) is ready to help you connect your dairy
farm with your community members. NYAAC staff
offers a complete neighbor newsletter program to
farmers in New York State where the content is
created, personalized and designed to meet a
farm’s individual needs. Autumn is a busy time of
year for farmers and harvest crews. Your
community might be seeing more farm equipment
on the roads and seeing less of you at local
events. Reach out to those who surround your
farm with factual and relevant information about
dairy farming and your efforts to be good
neighbors. What’s even better? We have funding
to support you! For the remainder of 2021, any
dairy farmer who participates will be reimbursed
up to $500 for the costs associated with printing
and postage of their farm newsletter. 
   
Please reach out to Hannah to get started:
hannah@nyanimalag.org or 585-356-6331.

USDA FSA has factsheets on
everything from pollinators to
underserved farmers
(reposted from USDA-FSA)

testing related to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
aligns with the Administration’s efforts to
revitalize the economy and provide relief to
historically underserved communities. 

New York Minimum Wage to
Increase at Year's End
(reposted from Cornell Ag Workforce Development)

New York state government passed minimum
wage legislation during the 2016 budget process.
The law mandated a schedule of annual
increases, heading toward $15 per hour, that
differed somewhat between New York City, Long
Island and West Chester, the remainder of
upstate New York. The City reached $15 fully at
the end of 2019, Long Island and West Chester
arrived there at the end of this year. Upstate’s last
scheduled increase, to $12.50, occurred on
December 31, 2020. It was somewhat unclear to
many if or how much upstate’s minimum wage
would increase, but the law did indicate that
upstate would also reach $15 at some time. Now
we know that upstate’s minimum wage will be
$13.20 for 2022.

Banned Chlorpyrifos drop-off
scheduled for Oct. 14th in Oneonta,
NY
(reposted from CleanSweepNY)

CleanSweepNY services are provided to farmers
and owners of former farms, all categories of
NYS certified pesticide applicators, cemeteries,
golf courses, marinas, schools, landscapers and
lawn care providers, nurseries, greenhouses, and
other entities possessing unwanted or unusable
pesticides and other waste chemicals. Each
participant is responsible for transporting their
materials to the collection site.

 

African Swine Fever Preparedness and Preparation
PIPESTONE, MINN, Oct. 12, 2021 - African Swine Fever is the most important disease of pigs worldwide.
The virus first originated in Africa, and largely remained there until 2007, when the virus made an
incursion in Europe. In 2018, the virus was found in China and has had a devastating impact to the world’s
leading pork producing country. The last time the disease was found in the Western Hemisphere was
almost 40 years ago. However, in July ASF made its way back to the Dominican Republic and, more
recently, was diagnosed in Haiti. Due to the finding of the virus in the Western Hemisphere, there is a
heightened awareness and the threat to United States farmers has never been more real.  

Although many precautions are being taken to stop the spread of ASF into the United States, it is
important for producers to be prepared. PIPESTONE recommends you establish a Secure Pork Supply
Plan for each farm site location. This plan is a heightened biosecurity plan to protect your farm from
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disease, including a foreign animal disease like ASF.  In the event of a credible foreign animal disease
concern in the US, health officials will issue a stop movement order for all swine. At the conclusion of a
stop movement order, any movements will likely require permits by state animal health officials. In addition
to protecting the health of your farm, having a Secure Pork Supply Plan will better position your farm to
resume normal activities, including pig movements.  PIPESTONE also encourages farmers to maintain 30
days of swine movement records for all farm sites and report any suspicious clinical signs or mortality
immediately to your veterinarian.  

As a result of providing veterinary and management services to pig farmers in China, PIPESTONE has
been forced to deal with ASF directly. Because of this experience, we are exploring ways to help
producers in the Dominican Republic who are facing this devastating disease in their own country.  We
hope that sharing our experiences and what we have learned first-hand will help to minimize the impact of
the virus in the Dominican Republic and prevent it’s spread to other countries.  

To develop a Secure Pork Supply Plan, please contact your Veterinarian. 

Join the Farmer-to-Farmer Discussion Group Cortland Area on
Facebook

"A group for local farmers, created by local farmers. This is an information exchange page for the
commercial farming community in and around Cortland, NY. Market gardeners and Homesteaders are
also welcome. To join the group, please message an administrator, and answer a few questions about
why you wish to join, your location and the type of farming you do. Please note that the members are
screened solely for farming interest and membership does not reflect an endorsement of their goods or
services. All members should exercise reasonable caution when interacting within the group just as you
would with anyone you meet whom you do not know. This group is not directly affiliated with any
organization"

What is NY FarmNet? 

NY FarmNet offers 100% free, and confidential consulting in:  
• Financial analysis and decision making  
• Personal well-being  
• Business planning  
• Business transfers  
• Retirement and estate planning  
• Interpersonal dynamics and communication  

How They Can Help  
NY FarmNet can help you identify problems facing your business and family, brainstorm solutions, and
evaluate options to develop a plan of action. All consultations are free and take place in the privacy of
your own home.  

How They Work  
Any farmer in New York can contact 1-800-547-FARM or complete the online web form at
www.nyfarmnet.org with basic contact information, farm details, and a brief description of your goals,
concerns, or questions. NY FarmNet’s staff will respond to you by either starting a case or referring you to
another organization. Once a case has been started, two FarmNet consultants, a financial consultant and
a farm family consultant, will contact you directly to schedule the first meeting at your farm. Some cases
may be resolved over the phone or with one visit, others may continue for more than a year, free of
charge.  

NY FarmNet’s 1-800-547-FARM (3276) line is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. There is also a
webform at www.nyfarmnet.org where farmers can fill out a form requesting NY FarmNet’s assistance.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/310544497345037


Upcoming Workshops

CCE Presents: Income Tax Planning for Farms that File a Schedule F 
(re-posted from CCE) 

10/20 & 10/27 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Online

As part of CCE’s Farmer Tax School Series, a three-part course for farms to learn more about tax planning
and goals, handling farm profits/losses, and strategies to improve tax positions will be offered in October.
This will feature a session with a tax preparer who will share more about tax planning strategies and a
timeline for implementing those. Sign up soon!

Prioritizing Farm Business Analysis 
(re-posted from Penn State) 

10/22 at 1:00 pm 
Online

What is Farm Business Analysis and how can this tool help you in decision making? Join us to learn from
experts during the Agriculture Viability Series: Prioritizing Farm Business Analysis event. 

Paula Ledney and Anne Miller, along with other Penn State Extension staff, will explore how and why to
make this a high priority for your operation.

Cover Crop Field Day 
10/22 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

9787 Route 96, Trumansburg, NY

34 cover crop plots with various monocultures and mixtures of different species/cultivars –Rod Porter and
Tracy Neff, Kings AgriSeeds 

•Cover crop root differences –Joseph Amsili, New York Soil Health 
•NY Soil Health Trailer –Fay Benson, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
•Soil Pit investigations –Soil Scientists, USDA-NRCS

The Landowner & Solar Decision 
10/26 from 9:30 am - 3:00 pm 

online and in-person (at the NYS Grange Building)

In order to reach the state’s goal of 50% renewable energy by 2030, New York State is providing many
benefits for solar developers since solar is a feasible way to achieve this goal. The push for solar
development in NYS makes farmland and other ‘open’ landscapes located near transmission lines rather
valuable. This increase in value has the potential of benefiting the landowners who are being approached
by solar developers with options to purchase or lease land for utility-scale solar development, but it does
not come without questions. Utility-scale solar development is a new arena with many unknowns leaving
these landowners feeling as if they do not have enough information to make an informed decision –
specifically pertaining to 1) leasing, 2) development concerns and 3) regulations. 
 

Co-sponsored by Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District

Getting Started in Poultry 
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10/30 10 - 11:30 am 
Albright Grange, East Homer NY

Back in July, Homer Town residents interested in raising chickens and other fowl received exciting news –
a new local law, permitting landowners in residential neighborhoods, to own chickens and other fowl was
passed. The next question these same folks might ask is ‘how’. To answer that question Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Cortland County invites folks interested in raising poultry to join us on Saturday,
October 30th from 10:00 am – 11:30 am (with an additional ½ hour for 4-Hers interested in learning
poultry showmanship) at the Albright Grange in East Homer NY.

This 1.5-hour workshop, led by Dana Havas, CCE Cortland Ag Team Leader, and Sarah Champion, a
long-time farmer who raises broilers, layers and turkeys, will cover all the basics including pros & cons,
how to choose the right bird, health and management, housing requirements, legal requirements, and
processing and pricing poultry products. In addition, other Cortland County town and village laws that
define poultry ownership will be covered. Folks are encouraged to come with plenty of questions and
attendees with numerous resources to get them started in poultry.

Tree to Table: Turning Your Trees Into Usable Lumber 
(re-posted from NY Forest Owners Association with support from Cornell Cooperative Extension) 

10/30 from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Cornell’s Arnot Teaching and Research Forest; 611 (Schuyler) County Road 13; Van Etten. 

Experts will demonstrate and share advice for the process of selecting and harvesting trees, and sawing
and caring for “do it yourself” project-ready lumber. The morning will include a demonstration of small-
scale logging equipment by Cornell Cooperative Extension foresters, a portable sawmilling mini-clinic by
Mike Grover of Saw it Coming (www.sawitcoming.net), and a discussion of post-milling care and use by
Ben Hobbs of Stanton Hill Studios (https://www.stantonhillstudios.com) who has 20 years of experience
with “tree to table” projects. 

Space is limited and pre-registration is required by emailing Brett Chedzoy at Schuyler CCE:
bjc226@cornell.edu before noon, Wednesday October 27th. 

Introduction to Sheep Production Series 
(re-posted from CCE CNY LD& FC Team) 
11/01, 11/08, and 11/15 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

online

We are excited to offer an intro to sheep production series for our sheep producers. This series will be
offered remotely and run weekly starting Monday, November 1st, November 8th, November 15th from
5:00 pm- 6:30 pm EST. This series will cost $15 per registrant and registration is required. This will allow
you access to our workshops for the three-week series.  

Nov 1-Week 1- Basic Sheep Production Featuring Guest Speaker - Dr. Brady Campbell, The Ohio State
University 

Nov 8-Week 2- Sheep Nutrition Featuring Guest Speaker - Dr. Dan Morrical, DVM, Premier 1 

Nov 15-Week 3- Solar Grazing Featuring Guest speaker - Niko Kochendoerfer, Cornell University Animal
Science Dept. 

Please call 315-866-7920 for registration questions.

Annie’s Project: Risk Management for Farm Women 
11/01 - 12/16 6:30 - 8:30 

online

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScAdMlurcRupj8GeHV2B3T321iAaNrJQiQogjg6g5w993nyfg/viewform
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Are you a woman engaged in farming in NYS? Would you like to learn and network with other farm
women, and learn how to strengthen your farming operation? Join Cornell Cooperative Extensions of
Allegany, Broome, Oneida, Steuben, and Seneca counties, along with the Central NY Dairy, Livestock &
Field Crops Team, for our first virtual Annie's Project this winter!  

Annie's Project is a six-week online experience designed especially for farm women to help them develop
their management and decision-making skills for their farms. Annie’s Project is designed for farm women
who have been in farming, or agri-business, or part of the food system for three to five years, and want to
develop their understanding, interpretation, and opportunities in sustainable agriculture. Annie’s Project
gives farm women the opportunity to learn from female agricultural professionals and network with other
women in similar situations.

Design Your Succession Plan 
11/02 - 12/14 evenings 

online

More than 80% of farm families hope to pass the family farm on to the next generation, but research
shows only 30% of family farms survive to the second generation, and only 12% survive to the third
generation. A successful transition to the next generation takes careful planning. 

To help NYS farm families start their succession planning process, Cornell Cooperative Extension
educators will be utilizing a new interactive program designed by North Dakota State University Extension:
Design Your Succession Plan. This program provides tools and resources for producers who want to
begin the succession planning process. 

Participants will have an opportunity to open the lines of communication with family to create a shared
vision for the family business. They will also learn to choose and work with professionals such as
attorneys, accountants, lenders, insurance agents and tax experts to construct a plan and documents that
put the family's vision into action. Attendees will learn through scenario-based learning how to relate real-
life experiences to the farm transition process. This webinar series will utilize a "flipped classroom" which
requires that attendees complete pre-work prior to each session. This could include watching videos,
visiting websites, or completing a handout/worksheet. This pre-work should not take more than 15-20
mins each week, but will enrich your experience during each of the weekly webinars. 

"The program will prepare you to envision, communicate, plan, write and shape the legacy of your family
farm, as well as save hundreds of dollars by completing these crucial planning steps before visiting with
professionals," said Bonnie Collins, Farm Management Educator, CCE Oneida.

Southern Tier Maple School 
11/06 from 8:30 - 12:00 

Arnot Forest Maple Lab; 611 County Rt 13; Van Etten, NY

Join Cornell Maple Specialists, Aaron Wightman and Dr. Catherine Belisle, for an informative morning on
all things maple. The day will begin with a tour of the brand-new Arnot maple laboratory and sugarhouse.
This facility, constructed with funds from NY State and the Appalachian Regional Commission, will be
used to demonstrate best practices for syrup production, conduct cutting edge research, and develop new
maple products. The second half of the morning will feature workshops on best practices for maximizing
sap yield and improving syrup quality, followed a confections workshop and introduction to new product
opportunities.  

No registration is required, but RSVPs are appreciated by emailing Brett Chedzoy of Schuyler County
Cornell Cooperative Extension at: bjc226@cornell.edu or call/text: 607-742-3657

Beef processing workshop at SUNY Cobleskill this fall 

https://tinyurl.com/z5ujstpw
https://cobleskill.formstack.com/forms/micro_credential_registration_form


(reposted from SUNY Cobleskill) 
11/11 from 1:00 - 4:00 

SUNY Cobleskill

Beef Processing $315 - Thursday, November 11 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM & Friday, November 12 from            
         8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

This course will focus on developing skills necessary to effectively retail cut, complete primal fabrication,
safety, sanitation, and packaging. Individuals will learn the accuracy of cutting, knife handling, and portion
control. Limited to 10 participants

Be Well Farming: A Retreat Experience for Farmers 
(reposted from Cornell Small Farms) 

12/01 - 12/03 (virtual) OR 12/10 - 12/12 (in-person) 
Arnot Forest Maple Lab; 611 County Rt 13; Van Etten, NY

Farmers face stress and uncertainty in many aspects of their businesses and livelihoods. Yet with animals
to feed, crops to tend, and products to sell, it can be hard to rest, to set aside time to invest in one’s own
well-being, and cultivate supportive relationships within a community. This attentiveness toward personal
resilience is important, as the entire system is dependent on the vitality of the farmers and farm
employees.

Funding Opportunities

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for Organic Certification
(re-posted from USDA-FSA) 

deadline: 11/01/2021

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of
obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible
producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-
accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed for expenses including application fees,
inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses
for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage 
 

Pandemic Response and Safety Grant Now Open 
(re-posted from NOFA-NY) 

deadline: 11/22/2021

Food processors, distributors, farmers markets, and producers may now apply for the Pandemic
Response and Safety (PRS) Grant from the USDA. Eligible individuals, nonprofits, and businesses can
receive up to $20,000 in grant funds to cover COVID-related costs incurred between January and
December 2020. This includes everything from workplace safety measures, market pivots, retrofitting
facilities, transportation, housing, and medical costs. All applicants require a DUNS number to apply (read
article above). It can take 5 days to process your DUNS number. Once you have your DUNS number,
submit an application. The application process will take 5-10 minutes to complete. The deadline for
submitting applications is by 11:59 pm EST on Monday, November 22, 2021.  
 

Farmland Protection Implementation Grants Program 
deadline: ongoing

In Cortland County, you can apply through the County Planning Department or a land trust such as NY Ag

https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/be-well-farming/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda
https://www.nyalt.org/


Land Trust and the Finger Lakes Land Trust.
--

Round 18 FPIG continues New York State's commitment to providing financial assistance to locally-led
farmland protection efforts. The Farmland Protection Implementation Grants Program provides financial
assistance to counties, municipalities, soil and water conservation districts, and land trusts to enable them
to implement farmland protection activities consistent with local agricultural and farmland protection plans.
The most frequently funded activity is the purchase of agricultural conservation easements on individual
farms. However, the program may also award funding to enable other implementation activities, such as
amendments to local laws affecting agriculture, option agreements, and covering the transaction costs of
donated agricultural conservation easements. 

All farmland protection project applications must be submitted electronically through the New York State
Grants Gateway. More information regarding the Grants Gateway can be found here.

Municipalities, counties, Soil, and Water Conservation Districts, and land trusts are eligible to apply for
grants of up to $2 million each to help offset the costs of individual conservation easement projects that
protect viable agricultural land from being converted to non-agricultural use. 
  
Eligibility criteria for the program have been adjusted to include the agroforestry, equine, and wine sectors,
reflecting New York's diverse agricultural industry.  In addition, other closely aligned State goals have been
integrated into the eligibility criteria to allow multiple objectives for certain projects, including food security,
climate resiliency, and source water protection.  Another first for the program, an incentive payment is now
available to participating landowners whose project specifically incorporates climate resiliency or source
water protection. Soil health assessments are also now an eligible project cost. 
  
There is no application deadline and applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until available funds
have been awarded to eligible projects.  
  
This funding opportunity continues the state's commitment to providing financial and technical assistance
for farmland protection on a predictable two-year cycle and builds on the recent additions of the
successful FPIG Dairy Transitions Farmland Protection Initiative and the FPIG Farm Operations in
Transition Farmland Protection Initiative.

National Rollover Protective Structure (rollbar) Rebate Program 
(re-posted from ROPS4U) 
rolling rebate opportunity

  
"The National ROPS Rebate Program (NRRP) is a voluntary program that provides rebates for
approximately 70%* of the cost of purchasing and installing a ROPS (Rollover Protective Structure;
rollbar) kit. This rebate covers the ROPS kit (rollbar and seatbelt), shipping, and professional installation, if
desired"

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(re-posted from USDA-FSA) 

 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and
handling trucks.

Farm Credit East Grants & Incentives for NE Agriculture Report 
(re-posted from Farm Credit East)

https://www.nyalt.org/
https://www.fllt.org/
https://www.ropsr4u.org/national-rebate-program.php
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/knowledge-exchange/Reports/2020-grants-report


  
This is a comprehensive list of grants and other incentives for agriculture throughout the northeast,
including NY State, where you can find funding opportunities by state or by region.

Do you like what you're reading? Please share with your friends and if you're not a
subscriber already click here to subscribe

We welcome your donations to help support our efforts

We'd greatly appreciate any feedback. Feel free to contact us at any time 
(607)391-2664
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