
 Minutes of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County 

Virtual Annual Meeting  October 18, 2020  at 12 noon 

 

 

CCE Board President John Merrell opened the virtual meeting and welcomed the attendees.   

This meeting was advertised in the Journal News, and announced on the CCE website, in CCE 

newsletters and in invitations to all members of the association. 

 

President Merrell explained the voting procedures using the chat box, raise hand function, and 

Q&A function. 

 

President Merrell presented the first item of business as approving the Minutes of the 2019 

Annual Meeting.  Approval was moved by Terry Hanson and seconded by Amy Albam.  

Unanimously approved. 

 

The second item of business was approval of the new (revised) constitution which has been on 

CCE’s website for the public to view.  Adrienne Mecca moved its approval and Ken Almstead 

seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

President Merrell announced the results of the Board elections which were recently conducted 

by the Nominating Committee.  Deb Taft was re-elected to a second 3-year term.  Peter 

Grunthal was newly elected to the Board.   

 

President Merrell gave the annual “State of the Association” report.  Highlights included new 

2021 funding for the EFNEP program, agriculture and environmental education for 1,051 local 

youth, 2,474 youth education contacts including 4-H clubs, responding to 1,933 call for 

horticulture and pest management advice and guidance, 1,849 horticulture and pest 

management diagnoses performed by us for Westchester businesses and residents, 7,284 

volunteer hours donated, and the donation so far this year to a local food pantry of over 900 

pounds of fresh produce raised in our demonstration garden by our volunteers.   

 

President Merrell summarized our efforts to keep going and serving our community throughout 

the pandemic.  He indicated that funding is always short and we hope everyone will let their 

representatives know what CCE means to them.   



 

 

President Merrell thanked the staff for all their hard work.  He then announced that we are 

saying “goodbye” to Board Member Ellen Lewis after 6 years of dedicated Board work and 

advocacy.  We are also saying “goodbye” to employee Jerry Giordano who is retiring on 

November 5 after 28 years of leading our Horticulture, Pest Management and Environment 

program to great heights. 

 

President Merrell indicated that we hope to be meeting in person next year, and thanked 

everyone for taking the time to attend the virtual annual meeting.   

 

Meeting was adjourned after unanimous vote to adjourn.   


