
Coming Around Again—Clover 
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I grew up in suburbia in the 1960’s. All of the cookie cutter houses were 
surrounded by neat and tidy lawns. All of these lawns had one thing in 
common- they were a mixture of turfgrasses and clover. Yes, we would 
occasionally get stung by bees, but the clover was pretty and it had a 
nice fragrance. Unfortunately, clover became the enemy. With the 
increased marketing of herbicides to the growing population of 
homeowners, clover was labeled as a weed in an effort to sell more 
products. Clover was vilified and monocultures of turfgrass became the 
goal. 

Today clover is fashionable. We have finally realized its benefits and it 
is once again becoming a component of lawns. In some cases, lawns made up entirely of clover are becoming 
commonplace. 

There are many species of clover and all are native to Europe (as are all common turfgrasses). Dutch white 
clover is the species that is usually mixed with turfgrass and it offers many benefits that turfgrasses can’t 
provide. 

First of all, clover is a legume. This group of plants (alfalfa, beans, peas) have the ability to take nitrogen from 
the atmosphere and move it into the soil where it is available to plants. This provides a source of nitrogen to 
the turfgrass partner, eliminating the need for chemical fertilizers. For the homeowner there is a savings in 
money and time. 

Clover outcompetes turfgrass weeds, again, saving time and money by eliminating the need for herbicides. It 
also grows well in poor soils and the seed is less expensive than grass seed. 

One of the greatest benefits of clover is the diversity it adds to lawns. Since clover is low growing, many of 
the flowers do not get cut off when the lawn is mowed. These flowers support our pollinators. Clover also 
serves as a food plant for the larvae of many attractive butterflies including the yellow clouded sulphur, and 
the eastern tailed-blue. 

Lawns composed entirely of clover are also becoming more popular. Clover is very soft to walk on, but it is 
not durable for high traffic areas. Since it only grows to about 6 inches tall, clover lawns require less mowing. 
Another plus to clover lawns is that they require less water. They stay green whereas turfgrasses tend to 
‘brown out’ during the height of summer. Keep in mind that clover lawns may need to be re-seeded every 2 
to 3 years in order to keep their density. 

Established lawns can be over-seeded with clover seed in the fall or early spring. Lawns that are entirely 
clover should be planted in the spring. 

Consider adding clover to your lawn to reduce the use of chemical products and to support our native 
pollinators! 
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