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The summer of 2021 was a summer like never before! There were 
many changes we had to implement to reopen safely and ensure 
that we were still providing a meaningful summer camp experience 
to all our campers. From new check-in and check-out procedures, 
to COVID-19 testing of all staff and campers, to programmatic 
changes, there was little at camp that was unaffected by the COVID-
19 pandemic. What didn’t change though was the spirit of camp: 
the camaraderie between campers and staff, the friendships that 
were created, and the memories that were made that will last a 
lifetime. After such a tough year for the youth in our community, it 
was quite amazing to see our campers’ smiling faces, hear their 
laughing, and to see them learn to be kids again!  

A Few Highlights From This Summer:  

This summer we were fortunate to host three separate low-cost-no-
cost camps for military youth at 4-H Camp Wabasso. The 
Environmental Expeditions Military Teen Adventure Camp was 
focused on wilderness survival skills and at the end of the week the 
teens participated in a 4-H Survivalist Challenge to test out all their 
skills. The Nature Investigators Camp was focused on environmental 
stewardship and campers participated in citizen science projects as 
well as learned to be environmental stewards by practicing the 
leave no trace principles. The Outdoor Adventures Camp focused 
on wilderness survival skills like wild edible identification as well as 
mindfulness programming.  

Overall, we were able to provide a meaningful 4-H Camp 
experience to nearly 400 campers this summer. Although 
programming was limited, we were able to add in a new Wild 
Edibles class that was the most popular class of the summer. We 
had a few important visitors this summer, including visitors from 
Kansas State University, the state 4-H office, and the American 
Camp Association. Through all of this, we were able to operate 
with zero known cases of COVID-19. We couldn’t have done this without the support and flexibility of all our 
campers, camper families, and staff members! 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

