
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County 
Board of Directors  
July 22, 2021         
 
The July 22, 2021 meeting of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Board of Directors was called 
to order by President, Stuart Sammis at 4:33p.m.  
 
Members Present: Hilda Lando, Beth Walter Honadle, Stuart Sammis, Christine Towner, Bill 
Joint 
 
Members Absent: Amey Rusak, Fred Potter, Maria Strinni, Allison Lavine 
 
Staff Present: Tess McKinley, Robert Shirley, Anne Zschoche, Jenny Groen, Ainsley Owens 
 
Approval of June 24, 2021, minutes: Hilda made a motion to approve the June 24, 2021 
minutes. Second by Beth. There was no further discussion, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 
 
Public Comment Period:  None  
 
Staff Highlight:  
 
Staff introduced their self (4-H staff) 
 
Reports: 
 
Public Affairs Coordinator Report:   
Communications Report to the Board for July 2021   

1. Cooperative Extension Update  
a. The next Speaker Series is for next week At Autumn Mist Alpaca Farm. We currently have 48 

people signed up to attend this in-person event. Carla has coordinated with the owners regarding 
setting up their tents and has ordered additional chairs and will borrow some of Tess’ chairs to 
accommodate our guests. It looks to be a successful event 

b. We have narrowed down the information for the Annual Meeting on November 12. Again we are 
partnering with our FLXGives Day. We have selected Barrelhouse 6 Distillery in Hammondsport 
as our location. It is a new event space and has a beautiful room that we can use (see photo). Carla 
has secured Bob the Bulldog DJ for our trivia event and our speaker will be Kara Maekey, the 
owner of the distillery who will speak on opening their business and using local products. Carla 
has secured Timberstone as our caterer and are currently working on the menu. The cost for the 
event will be $45 and we plan to promote this event to the public to get some new people at our 
event to learn more about CCE. The invitation and web presence will be forthcoming.  

c. Carla and Ariel are working together to determine if a permaculture plot in Bath will be the 
subject of this year’s FLXGives. The plot of land is about 2 acres on Haverling Street in Bath. The 
land was donated to the town from Betty Langendorfer who was a long time CCE Master 
Gardener. She died in 2018 and gave that property to the town. Permaculture is a word that comes 
from “permanent agriculture” and means that a landscape is designed to be ecological and 
sustainable and offers a means to teach back or give back to the community. Our goal for this 
fundraising effort would be to create an education area on the order of Mossy Bank – but we 
would construct a pavilion for teaching 4-H children and others more about gardening. There 



would be community gardens there and food could be donated to the food pantries. We are 
currently working on verifying with the town that this project is viable.  

d. IHS asked for nonprofits to offer to do a Spotlight in their upcoming newsletters, and Carla 
contacted them and will be the first Spotlight in their series. She interviewed with them in early 
July. (See the attached sheet of the topics she discussed in the interview). 

e. We have had two submissions so far to the Edible Finger Lakes online magazine. Amy Barkley 
sent in an article on chickens for the July issue. Then the magazine asked CCE if we would write a 
story on one of our local farmers, Linwood Ford of Savona. Carla went out to his new farm 
location and did a video interview and will be writing the story, which will be a paid story. (see 
photo of Linwood attached). 

f. Now that the Women’s Financial Conference has settled on a location and the committee has 
determined all of the speakers, Carla has designed the 2021 flyer and updated the website with the 
new information. A few final details should be decided by next month. Carla updated the online 
landing page with the choice for people to attend either in person or virtually. (See attached flyer). 

g. Carla created a video to help promote the paid Roadmap to Financial Success series since we have 
not had any additional signups since the beginning of the year. The video was placed on our 
Facebook page  this week. The video can be seen here: https://youtu.be/SK_-fd51tHg. Carla also 
put together a video for Ainsley of three 4-H’ers who completed a 4-H Ag Innovators Project.  

h. Carla revamped the promotional language associated with several of Nancy’s classes offered by 
Patrick Roth in order to try and help gain better attendance. She also created a flyer for a brand 
new class that Nancy will be doing entitled Are You Part of the Sandwich Generation? (see 
attached flyer). 

i. Carla wrote up an article for the newspaper announcing the donation we are receiving from Amy 
Irvine following Nancy’s nomination for a national award.  Carla also posted it on facebook and in 
the current Women’s Financial Conference e-newsletter. (See the article attached). 

j. Carla created a HeatSmart FLX South webpage when working with Erica Herman of CCE 
Schuyler. Erica asked Carla to make that page clonable so other CCE county associations could 
use the same page on their websites. You can see that page here: 
http://putknowledgetowork.org/energy/heatsmart-flx-south. 

k. Carla is planning static displays for the Ag Building and at the CCE Booth in the 4-H Building for 
the 2021 County Fair. She is gathering information from staff and the regional teams to create 
posters.  
 

 
 

 Media Contacts: 
 ENEWS 

i. The July E-news had a 34% open rate, and a 11% click through rate.  The most popular 
links were for link to the alpaca commercial video and a link to the main CCE Steuben 
webpage. 
 

 WOMENS CONFERENCE ENEWS 
i. The June E-news had a 49% open rate, and a 12% click through rate.  There has not been 

enough time to report the data from the July edition yet.  
 

 AG NEWS ONLINE 
i. The July Ag news had a 35% open rate, and a 13% click through rate.   

 
 4-H ONLINE 

i. 4-H has sent out 5 emails over this past month. The open rate for the biweekly Monday 
Memos remains at about a 22-32% open rate. 
 

 The Radio Community Focus (Listen to these podcasts at: 
https://wvinbath.com/podcasts/community)  

i. In July Jenny is talking about the upcoming county fair projects. 
 

https://youtu.be/SK_-fd51tHg
http://putknowledgetowork.org/energy/heatsmart-flx-south
https://wvinbath.com/podcasts/community


 Social Media –  
i. Late June (since last Board report) – 5 Facebook posts – most engaging was a post about 

the Sandwich Generation class. 
ii. July (through July 14) - 6 posts – most engaging was the article about Amy Irvine’s 

award followed by one on the alpaca event commercial.  
iii. Instagram Posts:  Since the last Board meeting there have been 3 Instagram posts with the 

most liked being one about MyPlate’s 10th birthday..  Our Instagram has 294 followers (a 
gain of 9 since the last report) and 195 are following. 
 

 Advertising 
i. We did one facebook ad for the Alpaca Speaker Series for $40. It had a reach of 4,701 

and 50 responses. 
 

 
Executive Director: 
Tess McKinley reported the following to the board:    
 
4H  
Fair – Will have County fair but NYS 4-H will not be participating in the state fair.  Working on 
preparing youth for fair via workshops, paperwork and more. 
Shooting Sports – Working on getting donations of equipment through a fundraising letter. 
 
Agriculture 
Chairman’s Meeting – Working on scheduling a group of farmers to meet with county 
legislators in July in conjunction with the Steuben County Farm Bureau.  The purpose is to share 
the importance of agriculture and how CCE supports it.   
Community Grower Grant – Received the grant to distribute 1,000 container gardening kits in 
5 counties.  Steuben has started to distribute 200 kits at food pantries, WIC clinics and at various 
events. 
ARC Grant – Allegany CCE is writing a grant and is including Steuben, Cattaraugus and 
Chautauqua counties to provide free education for people to get their CDL and to become 
livestock processers. 
Alpacas 101 – Very popular event happening after board meeting on July 22.  Have a lot of 
people signed to learn about how to start an alpaca and/or fiber mill business.  Over 50 people 
have registered.  Will be held at Autumn Mist Alpaca Farm. 
 
Regional Teams – 
Finger Lakes Grape Program – Busy with growing season.  Weather has been good for grapes 
this year so far.  Doing in person and online “Tailgate” meetings. 
Cornell Vegetable Program – Farmers are very busy with their crops, so far season has been 
good for most crops.  The rain has been good for growth, however hard for harvest. 
SWNY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops – Have hired a new Dairy Specialist - Camila Flavia 
de Assis Lage.  She is moving from California and will start in August.  Looking to hire a new 
Field Crops Specialist still.  It has been tough to find a Field Crops Specialist at this time. 
 
Nutrition  
SNAP-ED - Have increased amount of education doing (had decreased during pandemic). 



EFNEP – Working with WIC clinics as WIC participants have received an increased amount of 
money for fresh produce.  Have been working with participants to help teach them how to 
prepare and store fresh produce.  
Community Foundation Grant – Applied for a grant to help create meal kits for our Cooking 
Matters curriculum participants.  Our participation has been low for our nutrition classes, as 
many of our normal sites were not allowing outsiders there.  We plan to use the meal kits as an 
incentive to get people to attend our classes.  This would be for both the SNAP-Ed and EFNEP 
programs.  We will learn if we get the grant in September. 
 
Finance 
Women’s Financial Conference – Planning on doing in person at the Center. 
 
Strategic Plan – Next meeting is in August.   
 
 
Legislature – Will be presenting to the AIP Committee (Agriculture and Industrial Planning) in 
August with a level budget ask of $409,000.  County funding pays for the 4-H program, 
Agriculture teams, local agriculture program and part of our financial health and consumer 
wellness staff position. 
 
Annual Meeting – November 12 at Barrelhouse 6 Distilling in Hammondsport.  There will be 
trivia, dinner from Timberstone and the owner of Barrelhouse 6 will present on how she distills 
as a farm to distillery designation of using 70% local product. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Theresa (Tess) McKinley 
 
Tess asked if the board would like to continue receiving the Public Affairs report, and board 
agreed it was helpful and would like to keep receiving it.  
 
Program Area Reports: 

• Ag & NR Program Advisory Committee:  No report presented 
• 4-H Youth Development Committee the committee met earlier this month. Christine 

Towner reported the following to the board: 
o Met last week 
o Discussed fair  
o Looking at acquiring horse ring equipment (drag has been bought per Robert 

since) 
 Also looking into using County Tractor to use for the horse ring drag as 

In-Kind 
o Looking to promote volunteerism 

• Community Health and Financial Well Being Committee: No report presented  
• State Extension Rep: Adam was not in attendance, but Tess stated her review would be 

coming in September.  
• Finance: Robert presented monthly financial report. Finance Committee will meet in 

August 



o Approved First: Christine 
o Second: Bill  

 
Old Business:  

• FLX Gives: Looking for project to fundraise for. Ideas were discussed such as public 
garden with pavilion 

o Idea of putting together a Development Committee that would be comprised of 
staff and BOD members.  

o They would make a list of fundraising ideas 
o Figure out planned projects to put the fundraising towards 
o This way a list would be ready and if something comes up, ideas would already be 

in place.  
• Annual Meeting: November 12 at Barrelhouse 6 Distilling in Hammondsport.  There 

will be trivia, dinner from Timberstone and the owner of Barrelhouse 6 will present on 
how she distills as a farm to distillery designation of using 70% local product. 

 
 
New Business:  

• Approval of Constitution:   
o First: Beth 
o Second: Hilda 

• Motion to let public vote on it (Annual meeting) 
o First: Beth 
o Second: Hilda 

• Hilda let board know there is some money available through the American Recovery Act. 
There is restricted and unrestricted funds. Restricted are COVID related. It should be a 
one-time thing. Ideas were discussed as a large new printer for posters that would help 
the county as well, as we do posters for them as well. Another idea was to cover the cost 
of the bathrooms due to the change in lumber prices. Tess will investigate the ideas and 
get a letter wrote up.  

 
 
Executive Session if applicable 
 
The next board meeting will be August 26, 2021, at 4:30p in Conference Room C&D  
 
Adjourn: Motion by Stuart to adjourn at 6:22p First by Christine. Second by Hilda.  There was 
no further discussion, and the motion was carried unanimously.  



Speaker Series 

Alpaca Farm 

July 22, 2021 



Site for the 

pavilion and 

permaculture 

plot we wish to 

construct for 

our FLXGives 

Project in 2021 

Staff put 

together the 

container 

gardening 

kits 



CCE Steuben booth at 

the county fair 



 
 

Syble Solomon will be keynote at 2021 Women’s Financial Conference 
 
The 7th annual Southern Tier Women's Financial Conference scheduled for October 23, 2021 will 
feature keynote speaker Syble Solomon in person.  The event will be offered both in person and online 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at The Center on Park Avenue in Corning. Syble is a speaker, educator and 
coach who specializes in the psychology of money. She developed Money Habitudes, a money 
personality profile that helps people talk about money and understand what motivates their money 
behaviors.  

Syble’s keynote topic is entitled  H.O.T. F.L.A.S.H. This isn’t what you are thinking….HOT FLASH can help 
you take control of your life today whatever your age! Forget about the guilt that your life isn’t in 
balance. Pay attention to these eight areas of life and all will work out! You can live your fullest life 
today and be prepared to have choices in the future. The eight areas she will cover include Health, 
Others (relationships with others), Transition (how to you manage change), Finances, Legal issues, 
Activities of life, Spirituality and Self-development, and Housing. 

Syble’s eclectic background has prepared her to look at life through many lenses. She has been quoted 
in over 100 publications including the New York Times, Washington Post, Redbook and Morningstar. She 
has appeared on TV and radio shows and has spoken internationally at women’s conferences and 
financial planning conferences. Her favorite audiences are conferences like this one for women who 
share her passion to take control of their lives and prepare for a future with options for themselves and 
their families 

Other topics to be covered at this year’s event are: 

• Consumer Lending Know How (Scores, Credit Reports, and more!) 
Marleah Brenning 
AVP of Consumer Lending, ServU Credit Union 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cWeB-ew3MzVtgC5mt9beyGkQnHfNgz0VsWH-6Uxhd825K_GQcByggNoo8r0n5_9VXnz3cw2pLg3rh9x7Xa7GG5qemszH92kLjCj81PuM5GIVcKCJQm00BevjXtGSC1CAQAodWLjWtjw_gi5BBjSeUoMLdhxSby2m&c=DrwbK4ybWY9Ki675z540Gfc-3UbDmxajDtFNM4R-xWeYLEqbh76bhw==&ch=rjltSPvGxI_ePcEVVV-IXyWLYGX-jJmVOISMzqUxveDDLwsMoDRkkw==


• Calming the Storm: Find Your Productivity in a Turbulent World 
Lisa Zawrotny 
Positively Productive Systems 

• Support Your Immune Focus! 
Sophie Alexander, MS 
Owner, Leader Practitioner Nutrition Wellness Center 

• Retirement Journey Roadmap (from your 20’s and beyond) 
Amy Irvine CFP®, EA, MPAS℠ 
Rooted Planning Group 

• Discover Your Money Personality 
Nancy Reigelsperger 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County, Financial Educator 

• Low Tech Explanations of High Tech Threats 
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)                                 

The vision behind the Southern Tier Women's Financial Conference is to gather a diverse group of 
women to not just learn, but to share their financial and life experiences. This one-day conference was 
established because there is a need to empower and educate women in our area about financial 
matters. Statistically women are a powerful financial force! Many women serve as chief financial officers 
of their households, and we want to make sure these women are prepared for this position. Professional 
women have been invited to lead the conference on a broad array of financial issues, such as budgeting, 
credit, investing, retirement, social security and identity theft. 

To join other women as we learn how to improve our mind, body, and checkbook, register for the 
conference at bit.ly/womensfinanceconf21. The cost is $25 per person (ages 16 and up) if registered by 
September 25 and includes lunch, networking, conference materials, and conference gift. Each attendee 
will receive a deck of Syble Solomon's Money Habitude cards as a gift. There will also be door prizes and 
exhibitors. 

For additional financial information, sign up for the conference’s short monthly email highlighting 
current money topics such as dealing with cash flow, navigating the digital world, stress and anxiety, and 
other topics crucial to women.  Sign up for Money Moments by visiting  bit.ly/ STWFCMoneyMoments. 

The Southern Tier Women’s Financial Conference is coordinated by Amy Irvine CFP®, EA, 

MPAS℠, Rooted Planning Group; Nancy Williamson, CEO, ServU Credit Union; and Nancy 

Reigelsperger, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County, Financial Educator. Stay up to 

date with conference details at bit.ly/womensfinanceconference, on facebook at 

@SouthernTierWomensFinancialConference and on Instagram at 

@stwomensfinancialconference. For more information on the conference call 607-664-2573. 
 

http://bit.ly/STWFCMoneyMoments


Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County provides equal program and employment opportunities.  
Please contact the CCE-Steuben Office at least a week in advance if you have any special needs. 

PutKnowledgeToWork.org 

Owner 
Head Distiller 

B6D 
Challenges of procuring heirloom/

organic/native grown raw materials 

20 E. Morris St, Bath, New York 14810 

607-664-2300 

2021 $50 
Per 

person This 
fundraiser 

benefits our 
four 

program 
areas in 
Steuben 
County. 

9558 Middle Rd. 
Hammondsport, NY 

5:00-5:30 p.m.    
Hors’Doerves 
5:30-6:15 p.m.    

Dinner 
6:15-6:30 p.m.    

Annual Meeting, Awards 
6:30-7:00 p.m.    

Speaker  
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.    
Trivia Program 

 

FRIDAY 
Putting 

 
to Work  

(and  
Play!!) 

Bring your team  
or join others once 

you are here! 

at: 

SPEAKER 

 

Purchase 
Tickets 
online: 

bit.ly/ccedinner21 



Habitat Enhancement 

20 East Morris Street 
Bath, New York 14810 
Phone: 607-664-2300    

Fax: 607-776-9103 
steuben@cornell.edu 

Open 
to all 
youth 
Ages  

PutKnowledgeToWork.org 

4-H  
Shooting 
Sports 

Firearm safety 

Marksmanship 

Hunting principles 

Enjoying outdoor 

activities 

20 East Morris Street 

Bath, NY 14810    

607-664-2300   

steuben@cornell.edu 

PutKnowledgeToWork.org 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben 
County provides equal program and 

employment opportunities.  Please contact the 
CCE-Steuben Office at least a week in advance 

if you have any special needs. 

The mission of the  

4-H Shooting Sports Program 

is to assist youth in  

acquiring knowledge, 

developing life skills, and 

forming attitudes so they  

may become self-directing, 

productive, and contributing 

members of society. 
The 4-H Shooting Sports Program is an 
educational activity to teach firearm safety 
to 4-H youth, help them improve their 
marksmanship, and to enjoy outdoor 
activities. The program encompasses the 
initiative goals of volunteer leadership, 
capacity building for youth and families, 
and environmental stewardship with 
commitments from the land grant 
universities. 
 
Shooting Sports is an active program that 
is attractive to both youth and adults. It 
uses positive learning and interaction with 
youth and adult role models. The 
disciplines are modeled after the National 
4-H Shooting Sports Program and are 
administered by nationally certified state 
leaders consisting of extension personnel 
and volunteers. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Anne Zschoche    Jenny Groen 
Coordinator     4-H Program Leader 
amz65@cornell.edu  jmg422@cornell.edu 

20 E. Morris St., Bath, N 14810 
607-664-2300 

 



Habitat Enhancement 

Building Life Skills!   Learn by Doing! 

The Program Includes: 

Firearm Safety 

Riflery 

Muzzleloading 

Air Pistol 

Archery 

Ages 8 and up.  

Some disciplines have age requirements 

Conservation 

Shotgun 

Hunting 

Wildlife 

Air Rifle 

Get Involved! Focusing on Youth 
Development! Members 

Each year local 4-H Shooting Sports clubs 
teach a shooting sport to more than 500,000 
boys and girls. Shooting sports can be 
gratifying for youngsters, especially those 
who are not interested in team sports. The 
program provides a supportive environment 
in which young people can experience  
hands-on and fun learning experiences.  
 
Volunteers 
Volunteers are needed to coordinate county 
programs and to work at the local level. 
Individuals who are interested in shooting 
sports and are willing to learn about them 
can become involved in an existing program 
or club.  
 
4-H members have opportunities to test 
their shooting, hunting and sportsmanship 
skills in county, regional, state and national 
competitions. In fact they could ultimately  
set Olympic competition as their goal. There 
are 17 Olympic shooting sports events,  
which continues to draw the third greatest 
number of countries.  

Specific objectives for the program are to 

enable youth to: 

⚫Find and explore passions and interests 

⚫Engage in an effective 4-H program setting 

⚫Develop positive relationships with adults, 

 youth, and peers 

⚫Explore a vast array of 4-H educational,         

 recreational, and competitive activities 

⚫Thrive in multiple settings 

⚫Enhance developmental and long term 

 outcomes 

⚫Practice safe and responsible use of 

 firearms and archery equipment, 

 enhancing existing shooting, conservation, 

 and hunter education programs 

⚫Explore the three National 4-H Mission 

 Mandates (STEM, Healthy Living, Civic 

 Engagement) 

⚫Model safety, sportsmanship, and ethical 

 behavior 

⚫Strengthen knowledge and life skills 
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