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CCEDC MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER FAVORITES  
 
Master Gardener Volunteers are trained, experienced gardeners who help other home 
gardeners be successful. We love to learn, and we love to teach. Some MGVs are experts on 
growing vegetables, others focus on ornamental plants. Many grow both. We happily share our 
successes and at times admit our failures including what we learned along the way. Some 
projects are large; some pleasures are simple.  This issue will highlight some of our favorite 
garden successes in 2021.  Photos are all courtesy of the authors.   
 
MGV Linda Bail: This plant, Vinca ‘Tattoo Papaya’ (Catharanthus roseus) was purchased in 

2020. Also known as Madagascar periwinkle, it is excellent 
for bedding or borders, grows in sun to part sun, is drought 
tolerant and attracts butterflies but is only hardy to Zone 10. 
I loved the colors all 
last summer. At a 
friend’s suggestion, I 
brought it inside for 
the winter. To my 
surprise, it survived 
and is once again 
producing those 
beautiful shades. 

  
MGV Rosemary Daniels: I have been very successful 
this year in growing cucumbers I think because of all the 
rain. I planted them with sunflowers, corn, and beans with 
some nasturtiums thrown in as well. They are taking over 
the garden and growing up the sunflowers!  I can’t believe 
the size of their leaves. I topped up this bed with raised 
bed soil bought at Tractor Supply but otherwise have 
done nothing special.  



August 2021 Page 2 
 
 
 

 
Today we enjoyed our first garden grown cuke, the Salt and Pepper 
variety from the CCEDC plant sale this year described as “White-skinned 
pickling cucumber with 3-5" fruit; black spines; improved flavor and 
diseases resistance over previous cultivars; created by Cornell University; 
can spread 6 feet or be trained up a trellis; intermediate resistance to 
angular leaf-spot and powdery mildew.”  
It was greenish inside. The flavor was mild but good.  
 
MGV Linda DiGasper: This is Lychnis coronaria, rose campion, a grouping of plants that I grew 
from seed in 2020. It often doesn’t bloom the first year after seeding, and it didn’t in my case. So 

this is my first blooming year. They are not a long-lasting 
perennial but will reseed. I love the color contrast of the neon 
magenta pink flower and the gray green foliage.  
 
This is my mailbox 
container planter with just 
foliage plants for color all 
season. It was the first 
time that I used only 

foliage plants and it worked well! Pictured are Ipomoea 
batatas Proven Accents® Sweet Caroline Bewitched 
Green with Envy™, Ornamental Sweet Potato Vine, 
Celosia argentea plumosa 'China Town', Plumed Cocks- 
comb and Tradescantia pallida ‘Purpurea', Spider Lily. 
 
MGV Paula Gherardi: Recently, I expanded a planting of Sempervivum tectorum, aka hens and 
chicks (HNC) or houseleeks. Their main soil requirement is good drainage. Beyond that they 
pretty much take care of themselves. I even have some growing on top of rocks with almost no 
soil. HNC and I both love stones so the idea came easily. I planted them on a mound with lots of 
stones, to further facilitate drainage while creating a focal point.   
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Years ago, my mother-in-law gave me a few HNC. They brought to mind 
a childhood memory of the HNC my mom planted along the side of stone 
steppingstones at our house. I really admired them as a child. I was 
fascinated by how they reproduced. Each ‘hen’ produced a smaller offset, 
a chick, that was attached by a stolon or horizontal stem. When the chick 
was able it would grow its own roots and become a larger hen.  From 
there a collection of the various cultivars began and then got a bit out of 
hand, thus the mound. When visitors admire the mound with all its vibrant 
colors, shapes and sizes my mind wanders to the two remarkable women 
who inspired the mound.  
 

The rock in the center of the new mound (above, with close-up to the 
right) was on display in my parents’ house for decades. They had 
polished precious stones in the crevices. When I took the rock home it 
was for sentimental reasons only. I had no idea what I’d do with it or 
why I took it, had no intention of putting on display in my house or 
elsewhere....until I made the mound. Initially I put whatever soil would 
fit into the holes, which was next to nothing, and that was quickly rained 
out. Now the stones add beauty and trigger memories. 
 

MGV Linda Gaines:At first glance this area doesn't look 
very special, but it is!  The caladiums are from Lake Placid, 
FL.  We visited there this past June and Lake Placid (FL) 
is considered the caladium capital of the world.  They had 
a modest shop with hundreds of caladium bulbs/tubers for 
sale. I bought some and they are growing nicely.  The 
other two plants in this picture, worth mentioning, are in 
the pots.  A large elephant ear and some other tropical 
plant.  Both of these were in my son's dorm room (Vassar) 
and they are getting a much-needed outdoor experience 
this summer in my yard.  

 
MGV Ira Haskell: In the Spring of 2018 I purchased 10 
American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) saplings from the 
Dutchess County Soil and Water annual seedling sale. The cost 
was about $1.25 each, and they were around 10-12 inches 
high. 
 
A week later I planted them in various areas around our 
property, filling in spaces and adding to visual borders on the 
landscape. Today, 3 years later, 7 of the 10 are alive and doing 
well; including one that was totally mowed down but has now 
grown back to be almost 3 feet high.  
 
The tallest of the sycamores is approximately 10 feet. The other 
sycamores are between 3 and 8 feet tall. Other than watering 
them deeply and occasionally during their first year, I’ve done 
nothing noteworthy to help them thrive.  
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As my house is on nearly 2 acres of what had been the Crawford Dairy Farm in the 19th and 
20th centuries, the soil is excellent thanks to the cows, chickens and other livestock that roamed 
the fields until the 1970s. So, I’d like to share credit for this success, with Mr. Crawford and his 
animals who actually did most of the work!  
 
MGV Susan Kavy: 4’3” glads!!! I didn’t get to pull them out of 
the ground last fall and lo and behold they overwintered just 
fine and enjoyed growing conditions which were just perfect 
this spring. Dutchess County Fair winners but a month early. 
 
Note: Most gladiolus varieties are only winter hardy to USDA 
zone 7. One exception is a hardy gladiolus (Gladiolus nanus). 
This type of gladiolus features 20-inch tall plants on corms 
that are winter hardy to USDA zone 5.  
 
MGV Philomena Kiernan: This a long-time favorite grouping. 
The new part for me here are the cannas up front. It’s the first 
time I've grown them from the rhizome, and I wanted 
something dramatic here to hide the spent lily stalks - which 
they are doing very nicely! I was hoping more flowers would 
open, but at least there's one, and you can see a few other 
stalks.  

 
The bed has an odd assortment in it: Gladiolus that are 
supposed to be annual but have been coming back for 
more than a decade. Crocosmia that have been divided 
many times and always come back strong. A single 
annual Tithonia. Two Rudbeckia maxima. A rudbeckia 
nitida transplant. And with all those colors, I planted the 
nice white sunpatience in the front to calm things down a 
bit. There are more flowers in there, but that's all you see 
at this point in time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a pollinator/cutting patch that I've 
been encouraging to expand - started 
about 3 years ago with 1 standard pink and 
1 Cheyenne hybrid Echinacea, and 1 
transplanted Rudbeckia. The white 
Echinacea were planted long ago, but not 
close to this bed, but then it started seeding 
around. There's plenty of flowers now for 
little bouquets inside the house, and it’s 
literally buzzing with all sorts of pollinators. 
And it’s pretty! 
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MGV Cathy Lane: This is something I’m proud of. The wooded 
buffer between our properties is loaded with invasive trees and 
shrubs to the point where it is overwhelming when I think of 
removing them. When Ron and I had to remove our Oak Leaf 
Hydrangea last year because it had become too large for its 
spot, we put a few of the pieces in three different areas of our 
yard. In one area, I removed a barberry (one of many back 
there) and we planted some pieces in its place. Thanks to all 
the rain this year, the pieces have grown into a good-sized 
shrub. We now have a native hydrangea and native sensitive 
fern where a barberry once was.  

MGV Mary Nisley: Cucumbers yellow as they mature. The 
most likely reason for finding yellow cucumbers in your garden 
is that you missed them during previous harvests.  A mature, 
yellow cucumber will have a thick, tough, very bitter skin and 
seeds like cardboard. Mature fruit on a plant may prevent it 
from setting any new fruit as it puts all its energy into maturing seeds. 
 
The cucumbers in the photo are a variety called Salt & Pepper developed by Cornell and sold 
by Johnnys. ‘Salt and Pepper’ is a white skinned, pickling cucumber. These were harvested 
from the Edible Landscape at the Farm& Home Center. In 2011. The patch had not been 
harvested in two weeks, so there were many cucumbers ranging from slender, tender white 
skinned babies to glowing yellow zeppelins. I also found some rodent damage to cucumbers 
laying on the ground; we are guessing voles did it. Rodents are a good reason to grow the 
cucumbers on a tall trellis.  
 

What do you do with yellow cucumbers? Pick them and hope the plant will 
resume producing fruit. I was going to throw them in the compost but was 
stopped by several other Master Gardeners. They wanted the fruit for Yellow 
Cucumber Pickles and Cold Cucumber Soup. Both recipes call for peeled 
cucumbers with the seeds removed. Find the recipes on the internet.  

 
Salt & Pepper cucumbers: top - overly mature; bottom - harvested at the correct time. 
 

MGV Victoria Rolfe: These hydrangeas 
bring me great delight, not only because 
they are beautiful, multicolored, prolific 
bloomers each and every year but also 
because I started with two purchased 
plants (different varieties), which I have 
over the past few years propagated into 
these five big lush blooming frenzied 
plants. This is my most successful and 
satisfactory plant propagation ever! I 
love them and it gives me great pride to 
and joy to appreciate them throughout 
the summer and even show them off to 
my magical gardener friends. 
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MGV Kathy Smith: I have been working on this hill for 8 years, planting 1000s of pachysandra 
plants.  It just has not taken off for many reasons – the hill was covered in a foot of woodchips 
about 8 years ago depleting the nitrogen from the soil, the slope is so step that water runs off to 
the bottom for the weeds to grow, I never water the new plants, I had 3 large trees cut down so 
now there is not as much shade, etc.  So this year, with the help of a friend, we terraced the hill 
to keep the soil in place and added compost then planted Pachysandra and Nepeta (catmint), 
mountain mint, and Echinacea – any quick growing plants to add organic matter and hold the 
soil!  Voila!  The transformation is amazing.  I am fortunate to have a gardener friend and lots of 
rocks on the property!! These photos are from April and July.  

 

Other favorites of 2021. 
Clematis ‘Blue Light’, 
Achillia (yellow yarrow) 
and Iris pallida 
(variegated iris) make a 
lovely combination.  

Yellow Garden with stone 
walkway …beautiful!   

 

 

 
 Amsonia, Peonies, 

Nepeta, Salvia, Sedum 
rupestre ‘Angelina’ and 
Geraniums make a 
beautiful spring blooming 
hill. 
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Flanders Poppies:  It took me years to figure out that poppies love sandy soil and heat.  So I 
mixed sand in the soil (about 1:3 ratio of sand to soil).  The poppies now bloom for about six 
weeks in May and June, reseed themselves and bloom again in October…and then repeat this 
amazing performance again the next year.  
 
MGV Johanna Tomik: I am proud of this picture not 
because of the plants in it, but because of the absence 
of particular plants!  This wooded area in our front yard 
that was filled with celandine, garlic mustard, multiflora 
rose, Oriental bittersweet, jetbead, Japanese barberry, 
and more!  In most cases I replanted the invasives 
with native plants but there was too much area to 
cover and the invasives were regrowing and getting 
the better of me!  As my goal is to make the yard kid-
friendly, a maze seemed the perfect solution to keep 
invasives out and bring kids in! 
 
MGV Jeanette Tully-Baker: My garden is probably 
not as impressive as many other MGVs, but I'm pretty 
proud that I did it all myself (including lugging 10 yards 
of garden soil from the driveway into the backyard). 
 
From Monoculture to Native Paradise:  
Fifteen months ago my small backyard was a 
monoculture of grass with a white picket fence. As a 
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follower of Doug Tallamy ("Nature's Best Hope"),  I planted dozens of native plants (after 
covering the grass with cardboard and fresh garden soil). My goal was to turn my yard into a 
native paradise for birds, butterflies, native bees and various lepidoptera. No hummingbird 
feeders needed this year! 

 
Left to right) 
Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks' (from Tori 
2020) (not yet in bloom) 
Monarda didyma 'Jacob Cline" 
Echinacea purpurea Veronicastrum 
virinicum 'Lavender Towers". Love it... 
loaded with bees! (from MG Plant Sale 
2020) 
Vernonia noveboracensis (NY Ironweed) 
(ready to bloom soon) 

 
 
 
Front to back: 
Agastache 'Blue Fortune', 
Pycnanthemum virginianum (Mountain 
Mint) 
 

 

 

WATCH FOR THESE NEW INVASIVES: SPOTTED LANTENFLY AND 
BOX TREE MOTH, A PEST OF BOXWOODS 

 
The first major infestation of spotted lanternfly (SLF) in New York state was detected in Staten 
Island in August 2020. The pest has also been reported 
and confirmed in Sloatsburg, Rockland County; Port Jervis, 
Orange County; and in Ithaca. The pest is now reaching 
the adult stage. SLF are not strong fliers but they are 
excellent hitchhikers and can travel on vehicles for miles.   
 

To learn more about 
SLF including a map 
of the extent of their 
spread click here. 
For additional resources including a checklist to help stop 
their spread click here. If you think you found Spotted 
Lanternfly in New York  report it to NYS Dept. Agriculture 
and Markets, using the Spotted Lanternfly Public Report.  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly-resources/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
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Box tree moth, native to East Asia, was found in Europe in 
2006 where it has become a destructive pest defoliating and 
killing boxwoods. It was found near Toronto, Canada in 2018 
and has spread to nearby areas but has not yet been found 
infesting US-grown boxwoods.  
 
On May 28, 2021 USDA-APHIS confirmed box tree moth 
(Cydalima perspectalis) for the first time in the continental US 
imported on nursery stock from Ontario, Canada. The plants were shipped to the US between 
August 2020 and April 2021 to 7 states including New York and have since been more widely 
distributed. The insects have not yet been found in New York. The US has halted all imports of 
potential host plants (Buxus spp., Euonymus spp., Ilex spp.) from Canada. Federal and NYS 
Dept. of Agriculture and Markets officials are tracing and destroying these imported plants and 
following up with pheromone trapping and surveys.  
 
The moths can produce several generations between June and October, so quick action is 
needed to prevent this damaging pest from becoming established here. If you bought a 
boxwood plant this spring, follow three simple steps:  

1. Check any boxwood plants you bought this spring for signs of the box tree moth.  
2. If you find any signs of infestation, report it to your local USDA office or state department 

of agriculture.  
3. Please allow agriculture officials to place a box tree moth trap on your property, if 

needed. 
Learn more on USDA’s box tree moth web page and fact sheet. 

 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Invasive Spotted Lanternfly is Spreading  
Keep Watch for Spotted Lanternfly 
NYS IPM: Boxwood Moth – MAJOR New Pest Threat to Boxwood 
The Oddities of Too Much Rain 
Cornell Ornithology Statement on Unidentified Songbird Illness   
Pandemic Vegetable Gardening Series by Cornell Horticulture Chair, Steve Reiners. 
 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, August 11, 7 pm Cooperative 
Extension Putnam County will hold a 
screening of the award-winning 
documentary film The Pollinators on, at 
Tilly Foster Farm in Brewster. Join us for 
a panel discussion with Peter Nelson and 
local expert beekeepers following the 
screening.  
   
Tickets $10 in advance: Click Here 
$15 at the door; seating is limited.  
 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wcm/connect/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_plant_health/domestic-pests-diseases/sa_pests_and_diseases/sa_insects/box-tree-moth
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/alert-box-tree-moth.pdf
https://www.morningagclips.com/the-invasive-spotted-lanternfly-is-spreading/
https://www.morningagclips.com/keep-watch-invasive-destructive-spotted-lanternfly-spreads-in-ny/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2021/07/14/box-tree-moth-major-new-pest-threat-to-boxwood/
https://www.morningagclips.com/the-oddities-of-too-much-rain/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/statement-new-songbird-illness/
https://cals.cornell.edu/school-integrative-plant-science/school-sections/horticulture-section/outreach-and-extension/pandemic-vegetable-gardening
http://putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events/2021/08/11/the-pollinators
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Monday, August 9, 6:30 pm, Pleasant Valley Library “Building a Backyard Wildlife 
Habitat” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit 
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/ 
 
Saturday, August 21, 11 am, Pleasant Valley Library “Learn to Compost” event for adults 
and families with Jean Curlee, of Pleasant Valley Climate Smart and Master Gardener 
Volunteers Kathy Smith and Cathy Lane. Registration is required, click here.      
 
Thursday, September 2, 7 pm, Beekman Library online, “Bulbs for  All Seasons” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Linda DiGasper. For more information, visit 
https://beekmanlibrary.org/ 
 
    

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
  
 

LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials.  
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
This is a piece of a pest. It is the head and 
first thoracic segment of a Gypsy Moth larva. 
Something found the rest of it quite yummy.   

This is another cool insect dispatching 
another garden pest. Can you ID them?  

 

https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=PVFL&EventID=6728408&sw=1344
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is staffed on Wednesdays, 9 to noon. Diagnostics 
questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134. Written questions can be 
submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select 
the topic of Gardening. Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as 
possible.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  

 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 
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