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Noteworthy... 

NYS Food Systems: 
Bridging the Upstate-
Downstate Divide  

CCEOC recently launched 
“The Queens Project” (TQP), 
a new initiative that will 
focus on connecting Upstate 
farmers, distributors and 
food hubs with institutional 
buyers, food banks and dis-
tributors in the NYC   Metro 
Area. The goal of TQP is to 
regionalize and connect our 
food systems while keeping 
NYS profits in NYS. The    
project was funded in a   
line-item grant secured in 
2021 by Assemblywoman 
Marianne Buttenschon, 
shown above  with CCEOC 
staff in a TQP press confer-
ence at Collins Creamery     
in Rome. Assemblywoman 
Catalina Cruz and Queens 
Chamber of Commerce are 
assisting Downstate. 

Living & Working in Oneida County: 
Summer 2021 Highlights at CCE 
While it was an anti-climactic school year for many of our youngest residents, summer proved to be anything but slow starting   
according to departments at Cornell Cooperative Extension. With families and weary workers still eager to get away from          
computer screens, calls came in to see what we could offer for in-person learning and summer fun.  At the same time, the business 
of doing business continued and Summer 2021 was officially underway! Service highlights for late spring/summer include: 

Department of Food & Nutrition Services: 
 Provided Food & Nutrition Tours for 170 visitors this season at the Oneida County Public Market 
under the $9,257 Community Impact Grant from American Heart Association (AHA). Tours were         
provided in collaboration with community partners such as the Mohawk Valley Latino Association,     
Somali Bantu Community, and The Center. Food demos highlighted local, in season produce. Staff also 
distributed $2,500 in food vouchers to participants so they could choose local products to take home. 

 Is producing a second virtual SNAP-Ed curriculum for statewide use, this time for families, instead 
of teachers. New Facebook group modules including virtual lessons and food demos are under            

development for filming at CCEOC. The first course is complete and being promoted to community partners for public viewing. 
Check out the promotional video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SztVGKeuATM . 

Agriculture/Ag Economic Development:  
 Completed the first workshop series at the “Urban Farm Learn-
ing Lab” in Utica’s Union Station, REA wing. A second six-week session 
starts in September and will serve veterans in cooperation with the 
CNY Veterans Outreach Center. The working lab provides hands-on 
training for aspiring urban farmers in production, business planning, 
and direct marketing . 

   Drew 1,400 participants during three Q&A sessions with area 
farmers in a joint effort involving CCEOC’s popular “Ag Ambassadors” 
and “Farm Fest, ” one of 4-H’s largest programs. Events were virtual 

due to lingering COVID restrictions. Over 2,600 youth participated in Virtual Farm Fest, and Ag 
Ambassadors is gearing up to visit schools in-person as programming requests  come in.   

  Has hosted “Twilight Tours” at four area farms this summer in partnership with Oneida 
County Farm Bureau: Pugh Farm (Bridgewater), Collins Farm (Rome), Curtain Bros. Dairy 

(Cassville), and Post Street Farms (Franklin Springs). The concept 
stemmed from interest in CCEOC’s Young Farmers’ Discussion 
Group but was derailed during COVID. Tours are open to all, and 
readers can register for the final Tour, Th., 9/9, by calling  
315.736.3394 x132 or emailing mrm7@cornell.edu. 

4-H Youth Development:  
  CCEOC will implement its first M-F after school program this fall at 
Adirondack Central School District. Plans call for serving 60 K-5 students 
from the Boonville/West Leyden elementaries. CCEOC is pursuing NYS 
OCFS certification for school-age child care to proceed with the program. 

  150 youth displayed 4-H projects at Boonville’s Oneida County Fair 
during July. Display categories included Aboriginal art, totems, cardboard art, dioramas, reflec-
tions of Chihuly (Dale Chihuly, glass sculptor) and more. Thanks to Clinton Tractor for its $1000 
donation to support prizes for 4-H displays as well as jackets for youth entering animal shows. 

  Staff provided summer programs for 250 kids at schools, YMCAs, and libraries throughout    
Waterville/Rome/New Hartford/Boonville. Several sessions were held at each location in areas 
ranging from bees and wildlife to farm animals and NYS’ near-extinct nine-spotted ladybug.  

Child Care Council at CCE: 
 Received a child care stabilization grant from NYS Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS), 
through which staff helped child care providers recoup some of their lost earnings from COVID-19. Under 
the American Rescue Act, family day care providers are eligible for up to $20,000 and licensed centers up 
to $100,000 each in COVID-19 relief and assistance. Staff conducted extensive outreach and provided          
education and support by helping Oneida/Herkimer/Madison child care providers develop responsible 
spending plans and submit applications. Over 50% of providers in the tri-county area have already applied.  
Child care is critical to the region’s ability to attract and retain a qualified workforce, and CCEOC is proud 
to continually foster economic development in Oneida County by supporting the child care industry. 

  Council faces new requirements for 100% inspection rates in Legally-Exempt, non-family day care sites as of July. Previous-
ly, only one in five (20%) LE sites providing care for non-related children had to be inspected annually. The new state mandate 
brings CCEOC a two-year, OCFS funding increase of $1 million to implement. 

  Staff initiated on-site Opioid Prevention Education for community groups/schools in response to increased drug                
use/overdose rates during COVID-19. Curriculum focuses on local/national trends, social-emotional health, decision-making, and 
trauma-informed care, and is tailored to audiences ranging from first-graders in Waterville to educators in Rome. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SztVGKeuATM

