
Master Gardener Report 

This summer is certainly living up to its early promise of tropical temperatures and humidity. Our region has 
also received much more than our normal allotment of rain. The excessive rain translates to poor pollination 
for corn and the wet/hot combination creates favorable conditions for insects and disease - not exactly 
pestilence of biblical proportions, but bad enough! 

The list of woes reported by our Master Gardeners is impressive: powdery mildew on tomatoes and squash, 
rust on ornamental flowers (fungal infections); tomato hornworms; corn borers; squash vine borers; snails 
and slugs; even an infestation of ground beetles in the home of our Master Gardener in Calcium. We’re not 
seeing as many Japanese beetles, though they continue to be noted on flowers such as cannas and white 
dahlias. The populations of spiders (weaving impressively expansive webs), crickets, grasshoppers, and 
stinging insects (as usual at summer’s end) also seem to have significantly increased this summer. These 
critters can be annoying, and even dangerous for those allergic to insect stings, but at least they don’t 
generally pose a threat to our veggies. 

In spite of weather and pest challenges, the MG Urban Mission Garden continues to provide excellent 
produce for the Watertown Urban Mission Pantry. We’ve suffered the predictable tomato blight (seems 
worse this year) but have had success with leafy greens, herbs, potatoes, cabbage, green and yellow beans, 
carrots, broccolini, and peas. Garlic planted in the spring grew well, though the bulbs were smaller than 
those from garlic planted last fall. We anticipate that the garden will continue to yield into the late summer 
and fall with squash, cucumbers, more carrots, second-planting peas, and beets. 

Of course the insect world is also bringing some joy to our gardens. Our MGs are pleased to report butterfly 
beauties including fritillaries, black swallowtails and monarchs. 

And let’s not forget our larger beasties. Our Sackers Harbor MG spotted a garter snake in her front garden - 
not particularly surprising, except that it was in the process of swallowing a goodly sized toad! Other MGs 
report visitations from groundhogs (causing considerable damage to lawns and gardens), foxes, more rabbits 
than usual, and coyotes which have been heard “singing” even in the daytime. Our MG living close to the 
lake has been treated with frequent sightings of bald eagles. 

Yep, it’s a jungle out there! 

So make frequent inspections of your flowers and veggies. Take special care if you have allergies to stinging 
insects. Keep an eye out for less common critter sightings. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

