
Save Money, Use Less Energy, & Be More 

Comfortable in Your Home 
 

By Kathryn Ripstein, Community Energy Educator   

Did you know the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA for short) provides millions of 
dollars in funding to New York State residents 
every year to help improve their homes’ 
energy efficiency and save money on their 
utility costs? If you did not know, that’s okay, 
because most people don’t! We are hoping to 
change that! If you are struggling with high 
energy bills or have noticed cold winter drafts 
and/or moisture issues in your home, then 
continue to read because there are programs 
out there to help and we are going to tell you 
all about them! 

NYSERDA has three main programs designed to help New York residents save money, use less energy and be 
more comfortable in their homes. You might ask why New York State is offering to fund residential energy 
efficiency projects? The idea is that if they can help residents (especially residents of low-to-moderate 
income who already suffer from a high energy burden) use less energy and be more efficient, then the 
overall energy demand will drop, utilities will not have to spend as much money on transmission lines and 
substations and New York State will be one step closer to our climate goals.  There is a bit more to it than 
that, but essentially that is the big picture!  

To be eligible for NYSERDA’s energy-efficiency programs you must be served by an investor-owned utility, 
such as National Grid or NYSEG, and you must live in a home that is 4 units or less. If you meet those 
requirements, the amount of funding available to you is determined by your income and the current 
condition of your home. Below are the available programs and what they provide. 

Residential Energy Assessment Program: This program is available for all NYS residents regardless of their 
income level! It provides a free home energy assessment performed by an NYSERDA approved contractor. A 
home energy assessment is like a doctor’s check-up for your home and can be used to determine how your 
home is performing. An assessment can identify the root cause of problems in your home such as cold drafts, 
moisture issues, and even hidden health and safety concerns that you might not be aware of. And of course, 
it's FREE so why not take advantage of it! 

EmPower NY Program: This program provides a free home energy assessment performed by an NYSERDA 
approved contractor and up to $10,000 of home energy improvements. Energy improvements covered by 
the program can include attic, basement, and wall insulation, air sealing, replacement of old inefficient 
appliances, high-efficiency lighting, and ductwork. The amount of work performed in your home is 
determined by the results of your home energy assessment. To qualify for this program, you must meet the 
income eligibility requirements which are determined by annual households’ earnings and household size. 
To be eligible for this program a household must fall at or below 60% of the state median income or 
approximately $60, 226 for a family of four. Households who have received SNAP or HEAP benefits in the last 
year are automatically eligible for the program. Check to see if you meet the income requirements! 

continued... 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Energy-Audit-Programs/How-the-Residential-Energy-Audit-Program-Works
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/all-programs/programs/empower-new-york
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/EmPower-New-York/Eligibility-Guidelines
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Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 

Assisted Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® Program (AHP): This program provides a free home energy 
assessment performed by an NYSERDA approved contractor and a discount covering 50% of the cost of 
eligible energy efficiency improvements up to $10,000. In other words, a project costing $10,000 would be 
eligible for a $5,000 grant from NYSERDA reducing the total price for the customer to $5,000. To qualify for 
this program, you must meet the income eligibility requirements which are determined by annual 
households’ earnings and household size. To be eligible for this program a household must fall at or below 
80% of the area median income or approximately $80,301 for a family of four living in Jefferson county. 
Check to see if you meet the income requirements for this program! 

If you have questions or would like assistance applying for any of the programs above give us a call at 315-
788-8450 and ask for our community energy advisor or email us at ker99@cornell.edu. 

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Assisted-Home-Performance-with-ENERGY-STAR
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Assisted-Home-Performance-with-ENERGY-STAR/Income-Guidelines
https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

