
What to Do in August 2021 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 
 

August 9 
 
Perennials: Summer perennials and flowers such as asters, bee balm, dahlia, rudbeckia, sedum and sunflowers 
are in full bloom and will be developing interesting seed heads that support some songbirds. These plants love 
the heat and also attract pollinators.  
 
Flowers: Time to freshen up hanging flower baskets and window boxes if you haven’t done so recently. Cut 
back leggy stems, fertilize plants and you’ll be rewarded with fresh new growth. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Keep up with harvest in the vegetable garden. If you will be away, arrange for someone 
to continue the harvest, enjoy or donate the produce, and water if needed. Pick up and destroy fallen apples 
weekly now through harvest. Apple maggot larvae develop within the fruit and removing those that drop may 
reduce the potential for maggot injury next year. Blackberries and other cane fruit do not hold up well on the 
plants once they are ripe. Keep up with the harvest.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Keep an eye out for the invasive spotted lanternfly. This invasive pest is spreading from 
Pennsylvania, where it was originally found, to other states in the Mid-Atlantic, New England, and recently as 
far west as Indiana. The spotted lanternfly has been confirmed in all boroughs of New York City, and some 
areas in the Hudson Valley. To learn more about the impact of this invasive pest, including how to spot and 
report any lanternflies you may find, see https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-
pests/spotted-lanternfly/  and  https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly  
 
Lawns If the grass is growing enough to mow, cut it at least 3½ high (or set the mower blade to the highest 
setting), especially now. This will help to protect the grass crowns, which in turn helps to lessen stress to the 
lawn during the hot August temperatures. Chinch bugs are most common in July and August and may cause 
brown areas in the lawn when active. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice. 
 
Houseplants: Vacationing these last few weeks of summer? Don’t forget to ask a friend or neighbor to water 
the plants.  
 
General: Take plenty of pictures of the garden this time of year, to help you remember what looked great and 
pinpoint areas that need help next year. (I swear I’ll remember every inch of ground come winter and spring, 
but I never do.)  
 

August 16 
 
Perennials: It’s not too late to divide bearded iris, a task to be tackled as plants become crowded and begin to 
flower sparsely (every three or four years or so). Discard any old center parts or those gnawed by iris borers. 
When you replant, place the divisions in groups of 3 or 4 with leaves facing outward, spaced 1 to 2 feet apart, 
depending on the size of the fully grown plants. Set the tops of rhizomes just an inch below ground level, pack 
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the soil around them and water them in. If the plants are covered or settle too deeply, they won’t bloom well in 
the future.  
 
Flowers: Order hardy spring flowering bulbs now, before popular colors and varieties are sold out. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Keep up with the harvest in the vegetable garden. Check peaches and early apples for 
ripeness and harvest promptly. Spotted lanternfly is attracted to grape vines and may also be found on fruit trees 
such as apples. Keep an eye out for this invasive pest. To learn more about the impact of this invasive pest, 
including how to spot and report any lanternflies you may find, see 
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  and  
https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly   
 
Trees and Shrubs: Continue to deadhead roses. Hold off planting until the weather begins to cool. Heat stress 
can reduce establishment and lead to planting failures. Plant needled evergreens in early fall. Deciduous trees 
(those that lose their leaves) may be planted through late fall.  
 
Lawns: If the grass is barely growing now, don’t feel compelled to mow it.  
 
Houseplants: Shape and prune houseplants before bringing them back inside. Move tropical houseplants 
indoors before the weather cools. 
 
General: Scorch is a common problem in fickle hot weather, especially before plants are fully established. (One 
sign: Leaves have brown edges or tips.) Wilting plants that don’t perk up at night are often a sign that plants 
need water in a hurry, but excess soil moisture that causes root rot can also cause wilting. Be on the lookout and 
water the roots if needed; stressed plants are more susceptible to disease and pests. Make sure to water plants in 
the early morning, so any foliage accidentally sprayed can dry before dark to help prevent the spread of plant 
diseases. Wilted cucumbers, squash, and other plants that don’t perk up at night may signal pest problems, 
especially if they have access to an optimal level of soil moisture. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for 
advice. 
 

August 23 
 
Perennials: Now’s the time to divide and transplant peonies and other spring flowering perennials if they are 
too clumpy. You can also plant containerized ornamentals at this time if water is available. 
 
Flowers: Keep beds nicely edged and weeded. You can also add more mulch if needed.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Keep up with the harvest and remove plants that are finished producing. Are there 
holes where the crops have finished in the vegetable garden? Scout out places for fall crops now. You can set 
out transplants of quick maturing broccoli and cauliflower. As the weather begins to cool, plant seed of late-
harvest veggies such as beets, carrots, and turnips. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Continue to keep an eye out invasive for spotted lanternfly adults through the end of the 
season. To learn more about the impact of this invasive pest, including how to spot and report any lanternflies 
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you may find, see https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  and  
https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly 
 
Lawns: Some annual lawn weeds, such as crabgrass, may begin to die off this time of year. Some weedy lawns 
may be largely brown, and not from drought! Chinch bugs may still be active; contact your local Cooperative 
Extension for advice. Plan to reseed or overseed the lawn as the weather cools through September, when grass 
seedlings have the fewest competitors. 
 
Houseplants: Before you consider moving pots indoors, gradually wean plants from the great outdoors. Move 
them to a shady spot outside for a few days, then you can bring them inside. 
 
General: Many home composting piles don’t get hot enough to kill weed seeds. (That means that if you throw 
weeds there and then use the compost in the garden, weeds can sprout galore.) Municipal compost heats up 
enough to kill many weed seeds. Send or bring weeds in paper lawn and leaf bags to a municipal recycling 
center. 
 

August 30 
 
Perennials: Check new plantings and water as needed. Remove faded leaves and flowers. 
 
Flowers: For nice color this fall, plant late-season annuals such as ornamental cabbage and kale. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: If you are not using the space to start a fall garden of fast growing, cool season 
vegetables, plant cover crops like clover or rye in bare areas of the vegetable garden. These help to keep out 
weeds and add organic matter and nutrients to the soil. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: The health of suburban forests, and common tree diseases and insects, are the subjects of a 
free virtual seminar on Thurs., Sept. 9 from noon to 1 pm. “Urban and Suburban Landscapes: What Can Go 
Wrong” is sponsored by the Westchester County Soil and Water Conservation District, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Westchester County, The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College and the 
Watershed Agricultural Council. Register here: 
https://cornell.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrcO6uqTooHNwESFpZe_b2Zjc7E-m7c3dS  
 
Lawns: If the grass needs renovating, now through early October is the best time to do it. Get a soil test if you 
haven’t had one in a few years, dig up dead patches, level low areas, and incorporate compost (and other 
amendments if indicated by the soil test) and spread new seed. If possible, time this project just before rain is 
forecast.  
 
Houseplants: Check houseplants for bugs and other pests before they come indoors. If you find them, contact 
your local Cooperative Extension for advice on management. 
 
General: The shortening days mean that plant growth slows. Begin to back off watering.  
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