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The Deer tick, also known as the black-legged tick, is prevalent 
here in the Northeast and is a known vector for the blood born 

parasite Anaplasma marginale. The parasite causes Anaplasmosis 
in livestock, horses, dogs and humans. Symptoms in livestock  

include fever, anemia, weight loss, abortion, reduced milk  
production, infertility in bulls and death. Spikes in numbers of 

black-legged ticks are often seen in early fall. Anaplasmosis can 
also be transmitted thru needles, contaminated castration and  

dehorning tools, or tattoo equipment.  Make plans to attend our 
September beef pasture walk to learn more. Details on page 3 
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Upcoming Events 

Twilight Tour Summer Series 
CCE Oneida County along with Oneida County Farm Bureau are 

pleased to present the Twilight Tour summer series of on- farm tours 
and discussions.  There is no charge to attend, but registrations are 

required in order to receive complete tour location details.   
Social distancing practices will be adhered to. 

 Registrations can be placed by calling 315.736.3394 ext. 132 or by 
email to mrm7@cornell.edu.  

Thursday Sept 9th @ 7:30pm Post Street Farm,  
3460 Post Street, Clinton/Franklin Springs, NY Topic TBD 

2021 CCE Oneida County Annual Meeting  
and Stakeholders Banquet  

will be held at Daniele’s Valley View, 620 Memorial Parkway, Utica, NY 
on Thursday October 28, 2021, at 6:00 PM. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE DATE IS October 22, 2021  
Registration will be on a FIRST-COME BASIS, SEATING IS LIMITED 

Each person must register individually at  
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Annualmeeting2021-2_230 or go to our 

Events Page on the website. Www.cceonieda.com/events 
Registration at the event begins at 5:30PM followed by dinner, Board 

of Director elections, business and program reports.  
This year, we are recognizing Friends of CCE for their continued  

participation and support of the Association.  
We will wrap up the evening with door prizes. 

Beef Pasture Walk 
Saturday September 18th 11:00am at  

Towpath Farms, 6127 Happy Valley Road in Verona. Join our hosts 
Mike and Kelly Jones on the farm to learn and see a different  

approach to winter feeding, paddock management  
and discussions on herd health.   

Registration is required by September 15th.  Please call 
315.736.3394 ext. 132 to let us know your plans to attend.  

Social distancing will be practiced.  

New 4-H Club Year starts October 1st 
If you are interested in getting a youth involved in 4-H (ages 5-19) 

then consider attending one of our upcoming meetings.  Learn how to 
start your own club or how youth can join our new Oneida County Club 

that will be meeting monthly in Oriskany. 
This informative meeting is for both new and returning leaders,  

parents and volunteers. 
Saturday, October 9th @ 10am OR Tuesday, October 12th @ 6:30pm   
The meeting is held at Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County,  

121 Second St, Oriskany NY 13424 (315-736-3394)  
REGISTER HERE:  https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/4HMeet2021_230  

mailto:mrm7@cornell.edu
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Annualmeeting2021-2_230
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/4HMeet2021_230


CCE Oneida County can help you find farmland,  
or someone to farm your land 

 Farmland for a New Generation New York, is a FREE website 
tool developed in partnership between the New York State Department 
of Agriculture and Markets, American Farmland Trust, and a network of 
27 land trusts, Cornell Cooperative Extension offices, and other 
agricultural organizations, all working together to bring a new 
generation of farmers onto land across the state. 
 CCE Oneida County is one of those extension offices that can 
help you register a profile on the site, for finding farmland or to find a 
farmer to work your land. Your reginal navigator at CCE Oneida County 
is Bonnie Collins, she can be reached at bsc33@cornell.edu or 315/736
-3394, ext. 104. 
 On this site, located at https://nyfarmlandfinder.org,  you will 
find how to prepare a profile, trainings, materials, and documents to 
educate and support farmers and landowners.  
 We know, gaining hands on farm experience is an important 
step for farmers before accessing farmland. Through working on a 
farm, you can enhance your knowledge of the agricultural industry and 
gain valuable insight on the day-to-day operations of a farm. Also new 
this year is a database of Farm Jobs. 
Please call our office; 315-736-3394 ext 104 for additional information. 

CCE Oneida County Seeks  
New Board of Director Members 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County (CCE) is looking for 
talented and conscientious volunteer board members to help lead and 
strengthen our programs. We are looking for Oneida County residents 
with agriculture, economic development, legal, finance, nutrition, 
youth development, childcare or STEM experience. If you can 
contribute your time, expertise, and leadership one evening per 
month, and are interested in exploring this opportunity, please e-mail 
your resume to Mary Beth McEwen (mm822@cornell.edu), by 
September 10, 2021.   
 
The mission of CCE is to improve the lives of individuals and 
communities through the practical application of objective, up-to-date, 
research-based knowledge.  As an extension of Cornell University, we 
deliver accessible lifelong learning opportunities to audiences that 
include children, youth, child care providers, landowners, farm and 
business operators, and local government officials.  Through our 
programs we help people and families achieve their greatest potential 
and lead healthy, safe and rewarding lives; we contribute to the 
strength of our economy; and we encourage responsible stewardship 
of the environment.  We believe that our success depends on being 
committed to excellence, accountable for results, and responsive to 
emerging needs. 
 
If you would like more information about CCE please visit our website 

at www.cceoneida.com and follow us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/cceoneida. 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
https://nyfarmlandfinder.org
mailto:mm822@cornell.edu
http://www.cceoneida.com
http://www.facebook.com/cceoneida
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Beef Expo Weekend – September 24th and 25th – Friday 4pm to 
8pm & Saturday 9 to 5 – Rodman Lott & Sons Farms, 2973 State 
Route 414, Seneca Falls (Seneca County) – Sponsored by the NY 
Beef Producers’ Assoc. Friday’s events include a fun night of friends, 
socializing, food, and games for the adults and juniors.  Saturday 
there is an awesome line-up of speakers and demos to keep the 
whole family busy!  Multiple presentations going on at the same 
time – you pick which topic interests you.  Speakers for the juniors 
too. Demos and presentations include:  NYCAMH- Tractor and Farm 
Safety Demo (incl. simulation of PTO accident); NCBA - update on 
current policy and senate hearings; Farm Credit East - Tristan 
Peterson, Livestock Revenue Protection Insurance; Ben Weikert - 
SUNY Cobleskill, Cattle Judging and Reasons, Ag Careers; Select 
Sires - Jeff Hostetter; BQA Chute-Side Training; BQA-
Transportation Certification for Farmers and Ranchers; Steve Olson 
- retail meat cuts and freezer beef sales; Hands-on drawing blood 
and building a fence corner; Other Speakers featuring fitting and 
grooming, nutrition, winter hay feeding, vaccination and herd 
management programs, parliamentary procedure, health papers, 
farm financials/record keeping, and more.  Camping available (self-
contained units only)  Hotel rooms will be reserved at an area hotel 
under NY Beef Producers’ Association. Register by Sept 8th 
https://tinyurl.com/2cp4zp9r or call Amanda Dackowsky  
716-432-9871, or email nybeefproducers@aol.com.  

Integrated Parasite Management for Goats & Sheep Workshop  
Tuesday, September 28th – 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm -  
CCE Herkimer County, 5657 State Route 5, Herkimer -  
Internal parasites are one of the largest health issues that affect 
sheep and goats across the country. A lot of producers are unaware 
how important it is to understand parasites in their flocks. In the 
interest of biosecurity please wear clean clothes and shoes to the 
workshop and plan to change them prior to doing your own farm 
chores.  Includes FAMACHA card and certification.  Speakers are Dr. 
Tatiana L. Stanton, Cornell Goat & Sheep State Extension Specialist, 
and Janice Liotta, manager of the Cornell Univ. Dwight Bowman 
Parasitology Lab.  Register by Sept 22.   
https://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1639.   
Registration $30.00 (additional attendee $15.00 ea.).  
Hosted by the CNY Dairy and Field Crops team.   

Tentative Date, Details to follow…... 

Crop Congress  
is being planned for Friday January 7, 2022  

Complete details and registration information will be in the  
next issue of farm flash or you can check our  

website events page at www.cceoneida.com/events 
this years Crop Congress is sponsored by Clinton Tractor 

mailto:nybeefproducers@aol.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcnydfc.cce.cornell.edu%2Fevent.php%3Fid%3D1639&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb9b0f69d53cf4ce7e6d308d9529420be%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637631618427232241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo
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Corn Silage Cutting Height: It Depends… 
By. ML Collins 

 Looking ahead to corn silage harvest there is a great deal to 
consider and prepare for.  On the equipment end of things, you may 
find your crew trying to determine the cutting height for the 2021 corn 
crop.  One school of thought I recall hearing was to use a high cutting 
height during prolonged periods of drought to avoid nitrogen toxicity in 
the feed.  Safe to say that is not a concern for us here in Oneida 
County. Your farms’ forage inventory status and to some extent how 
your feed is stored and managed, may be an indicator in helping you 
determine the cutting height for corn silage.  Do you tend to have 
inventories that carry over three months or more? Are your existing 
corn silage inventories of poorer quality, in tight supply or are other 
forages in limited supply? Will your game plan consist of trying to aim 
for quality or quantity of forage? A recent Penn State Extension article 
claims that dry matter yield decreases by 7.5% when corn is 
harvested at a higher height. Heights can vary amongst farms but for 
comparison in this example, let’s call a low cutting height 10-12” and 
higher cutting height 18-24”.  
 What about losses to corn silage quantity.  You could also look 
at this from the standpoint of what can you gain in quality? We did 
receive adequate moisture after silking, setting the stage for good 
pollination and ear fill.  Perhaps choosing a cutting height on the high 
end will increase the proportion of grain in the finished silage. Now, 
more than ever, it makes more sense to capitalize on homegrown 
feeds and maximize the amount of digestible energy available to the 
herd.  Kernel processing capabilities come into play here as well, but I 
digress. We were discussing quality concerns. 
 The Virginia Tech forage lab measured the difference in NDF 
(cell content) and NDF digestibility of plant material taken from 
different cutting heights.  The NDF concentration ranged only from 
48.8% to 50.1% indicating that tissue composition was not extremely 
different between the lower and higher cutting lengths. NDF 
digestibility is significant in that ultimately it serves as a tool to predict 
energy values of our forages. More importantly, NDF digestibility levels 
will dictate how much dry matter our cows can consume and how 
much milk is produced. Dry matter intake drives production.  In the 
Virginia lab, it was discovered that NDF digestibility differed by 4.3 
percentage points between the lower cutting height and the higher 
cutting height. Lower quality or lower NDFD values are found at the 
lower cutting height, and while the difference was significant it was not 
EXTREME. If you are in a position of low forage inventory perhaps 
having the goal of harvesting as much as possible far outweighs any 
sacrifices in quality. 
 Growing degree days continue to accumulate, long range 
forecast is calling for a milder fall for the Northeast begging the 
question: Will your farm and harvest crew be ready for corn silage 
harvest? Now is the time to assess your current inventory levels for all 
forages included in your feeding routine.   



Save the Farms, Save the Food Campaign  
submitted by Maryellen Wiley 

 The COVID-19 pandemic had a tremendous impact on the 
agriculture industry locally and nationally. Producers were hit with 
declining sales and increased input costs, were being forced to dump 
milk, dispose of perishable products, and hold onto cattle due to supply 
chain disruptions. At the same time, consumers were dealing with 
localized food shortages and rising food prices.   
 Locally we had many producers feeling the impact of Co-ops 
putting production caps in place, dumping milk and meat processors 
being overbooked and understaffed. At CCE, we saw the impact COVID-
19 was having on our area producers and we wanted to help! The “Save 
the Farms, Save the Food” campaign was created to raise awareness of 
the importance of agriculture to our community and to each of us 
individually,  with an ancillary goal of raising money for area farmers. 
Through t-shirt sales, Oneida County CCE awarded three $1,200 grants 
to area farmers. The awardees were selected by a committee of 
volunteers who reviewed the grant applications anonymously and 
selected the award recipients based solely on their stories.  
 Located in the Unadilla Valley, Nina 
and Gene of Ambrosia Farm were selected 
as one of our award recipients. We had the 
pleasure of visiting Nina and Gene to hand-
deliver their reward. As two dedicated 
farmers for 30+ years we enjoyed our visit 
and hearing their stories. Their mission is 
land preservation of 120 acres, organic 
vegetable production, agritourism, hay 
sales, and organic starter plants for home 
gardeners.  
 Through direct sales, via small 
business outlets locally, mail order, and WhatsGood online marketplace, 
Nina and Gene market their organic heirlooms vegetables, specializing 
in Italian heirloom hard neck garlic and Gene’s handcrafted woodwork.  
They are also experimenting with a UPick CSA model that they hope to 
expand in the future.  The pandemic impacted their ability to sell their 
goods, as local stores closed down and events like “Open Farm Day” 
that was canceled which all were factors that contributed to the loss of 
income. 
 In addition to their daily farm chores, Nina is on a team of 
Healthcare Heroes working to save lives during the Pandemic. Gene is 
Master Carpenter and Craftsman, specializing in the restoration of dairy 
barns and old farmhouses. You can see examples of Gene’s work below.  



The Trend Toward Diversification for Market Growers 
By Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

There is nothing new about diversification and that includes the many 
generations of growers within our county. It has been stated 
throughout the years that spreading risk across multiple endeavors 
provides greater security and provides an opportunity for good use of 
the land you have. 
 
Today, it is especially pertinent regarding market farmers where 
diversification may be the key to survival as a vendor. As we know, this 
helps if one variety of your most important crop fails, another might 
succeed, and so on. Succession planting is another example in a 
possibility of you losing a crop to a late frost, you would have another 
coming along behind it! Market tides fluctuate. If economic problems 
reduce sales at your main market, you should know where else you 
could sell your products. This means diversifying your market as well as 
stimulate some new ways of thinking about your farming operation. 
 
Diversification can be applied across every facet of your growing, 
outreach, and distribution processes. Here are several main key points 
to view now when you are in the harvest season and close to planning 
for the next growing season.  
 
Crop Variations 
By definition, a market farm grows a variety of crops to sell locally. 
Even so, you may want to try other crops you have not previously 
grown to add to your mix. This Fall/Winter, review crops and breeds to 
see if, there will be anything that might fit well with your current 
production. If you are a greenhouse for commercial horticulture, could 
you try something new, for example, hanging baskets, tropical indoor 
plants such as pineapple, dwarf fruit trees, etc. 
 
Variety Selections 
The weather is constantly in flux and can be unpredictable.  Reviewing 
different varieties and how they respond to change in heat, cold, insect, 
and disease pressure can improve your new selections that can handle 
more issues that connect to your land’s weather pattern. 
 
Time Diversification 
At this point, succession cropping is a very important component. You 
can, if you plan well, have several crop successions by planting 
varieties that can help weather transition. You can if you aren’t already 
using hoophouses, greenhouses, and low tunnels. These structures can 
assist in the prevention of several bacteria, fungi, and pests. 
 
Geographic Diversity 
Between microclimates, different soil types, and various sun-facing 
“sides” of your land, you may be able to split production between 
different pieces of land. A possibility in renting land to take advantage 
of specific growing conditions such as soil type and wind production can 
add to your options in exploring other varieties.  
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Market Diversity 
Depending on what you can sell also important in choosing what you can 
grow. If there are limitations on seasonality marketing, you can open up 
new possibilities for schedule crop selections by sourcing other markets 
and expanding beyond seasonal constraints. Food Value Added, shelf-
stable choices are a possibility as well. Small local food store vendors and 
local food aggregates are also an opportunity.  Connecting with Farm to 
Institution programs can assist in selling beyond the typical wholesale 
opportunities. 
 
New Venture Opportunities 
Jumping into shelf-stable choices builds new venture opportunities. This 
process can assist in the bottom line and often provide year-round, 
valuable work. Some examples include farm stores, on-farm restaurants, 
on-farm wedding venues, buying and reselling other farm products 
through CSA or delivery services, freezing, drying and canning food 
products, crafting seasonal decorations, bread baking, soap making, 
mushroom growing, tree farming, cheese making and more. 
 

Whatever direction(s) you start heading into,  
let the CCE Oneida County Ag team assist! 

315-736-3394 

The link below will take you to the website with the latest margins 

https://dairymarkets.org/Tools/MILC-MPP.html 

https://dairymarkets.org/Tools/MILC-MPP.html


Crop Shorts:  Weather 
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Oneida County Rainfall (inches)  1994 to 2021 

Growing Degree Days (86/50)  Oneida County 2021 



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

I sent out my 16th weekly crop report 8-5-21. No earth shattering 
differences from the previous weeks report. Saturated soils have slowed 
root functions, cooler temperatures over the past 2 weeks and cloudy 
skies have combined to at least temporarily slow crop development.  
Local corn fields developed tassels from  July 19 to July 24th. A number 
of soybean fields are between 3 and 4 ft tall with about 1/3  at the R4 
stage (late pod ¾” pods at the top of the plant) and the remainder in 
the R3 stage (early pod 3/16” pod at top of plant). Wheat has just been 
harvested with growers reporting average to above average yields (80-
90 bu/ac) with many fields that had sprouted. Oat fields are about 
ready to harvest, some stands look really good. Hay yields and quality 
are highly dependent on when growers started 1st cut.  Growing degree 
days at this point in the season  from May 2nd are about in the middle to 
upper third for the 26 years that we have been tracking the weather 
and lets not talk about rainfall especially in July. 
 
Corn   
We haven’t seen evidence of northern corn leaf blight or any of our 
common foliar diseases in local corn fields at this point (8/2). We had 
sufficient rain both before, during and after pollination and moderate 
temperatures. This would normally equate to good pollination. Check 
out a few ears in your fields: cut off the butt of the ear (about ½ inch) 
gently peel the husk off. Shake the ear to dislodge silks. Those silks that 
are still attached have not been pollinated. Too much rain at pollination 
can have a negative impact.  A farmer in Taberg has been monitoring 
western bean cutworm  in 2 traps. The last counts were 28 moths in 
one trap and 49 in the second. In comparison some traps in northern NY 
have over 1000 moths in 1 week. This pest lays its eggs in pre tassel 
corn and  the population of moths may have been late enough to avoid 
major problems this year. 
 We hope that growers noted the time of tasseling in their fields 
and have used the climate smart farming GDD calculator  to follow GDD 
progress and sample their fields near harvest moisture (about 800 
GDDs after tassel) to confirm  when their fields will be at harvest 
moisture. We included an article from Ev Thomas in a previous issue of 
the Farm Flash that showed a significant advantage (additional lbs of 
grain per acre)  from delaying harvest until the crop is at the ideal 
harvest moisture for your storage. If we estimate 120 GDDs per week 
from 8/8 onward then many of our fields will be at 800 GDDs post tassel 
some time during the 1st week of September. 
 I didn’t observe any significant silk clipping by Japanese beetles to 
date (8/2) and have not observed any significant number of corn 
rootworm adults.  Many local corn fields harvested for silage remain 
unprotected from damaging  wind and rain losing tons of valuable topsoil 
through erosion. Broadcasting  80-100 lbs\ac of oats or a combination of 
oats and winter rye immediately after silage harvest can make a huge 
difference. These cover crops can take up unused nutrients, trap manure 
nutrients, reduce weeds, increase microbial populations and prevent tons 
of soil loss. One study from Iowa in a field with 8-15% slope documented 
that rye planted after corn silage harvest reduced runoff by 67%, soil loss 
by 81%, P loss by 94%, and N loss by 83%. 



If you plan on bringing a corn sample to our Dry Down Day at  
Richardson’s farm 5959 Skinner Rd, Vernon Center on Sept 1st.  
10am-2pm, Make sure to take the sample that morning, cut at 
chopper height and bring 6 representative plants from a field. Write 
your name and cell number, the name of the variety AND planting date 
and town where planted & attach it to your sample. 

 It will be imperative to utilize a processor when harvesting corn 
silage this year to obtain the best utilization of the grain. Aim for ¾ inch 
theoretical length of cut and  take periodic samples  to evaluate kernels. 
All kernels should be shattered otherwise changes in roller spacing, 
knife spacing or sharpening should be considered.  
 This year there would be a greater return on investment in 
applying an appropriate inoculant. If you have bags or upright silos and 
remove 8 to 12 inches per day then a good homofermentative  bacteria 
like lactobacillus plantarum  will help accelerate the fermentation 
process. If you have a bunk, don’t feed 8-12inches per day off the face, 
or have any other situation where there is exposure to air on a regular 
basis you should consider using a good inoculant with  lactobacillus 
buchneri which improves aerobic stability.  

Wheat  
Hopefully you are able to plant in late September. For winter annual 
broad leaf weed control consider applying 1.5 pt (2lb/g1l) bromoxynil or 
0.45-0.9oz of harmony extra (after 2 leaf stage). If you had Horse weed 
in your soybeans consider applying huskie at 13.5 oz/ac when 
horseweed is 1-4 inches tall. 
Soybeans 
Most local soybean fields  are at R4 stage now with a few fields at R5 
stage. I consistently find Japanese beetles, grasshoppers and some 
soybean aphids in most fields when scouting but not in quantities that 
would impact yield. I have not seen white mold while scouting but have 
anticipated that we will see some white mold this season. 



Combine Settings 
Source: Ohio State University 
A few simple combine adjustments can help to prevent grain damage 
and harvest loss. Consider, two important points: 

• 4 soybean seeds per square foot equates to a 1-bushel/acre 
loss.  Acceptable harvest loss is 3% or less (approx. 1-2 bushels/acre) in 
soybeans, but improperly adjusted combines or an operator not paying 
attention can generate errors of 10% or higher 

•    80% of harvest loss occurs at the header 
Total harvest loss can occur in three areas: 1) pre-harvest soybeans, 2) 
header and 3) combine. One should check these areas within different 
locations in a field.  Checking behind the combine represents total 
harvest loss but one must check pre-harvest loss before combining an 
area as well as just in front of the header (header loss).  Combine loss 
equals the total harvest loss minus the pre-harvest loss.  Checking all 
three areas determines if and what combine settings must be adjusted, 
especially header loss.  
One of the first items for the season is to review the owner’s manual 
and/or consult your local combine dealer for help on proper combine 
settings specific to the crop and harvest conditions.  The following are a 
few suggestions on adjustments and operation factors in variable and 
short soybeans: 

1. A floating, flexible cutter bar and automatic header height control 
can improve the ability to maintain the header low and level to the 
ground during harvest. 

2. Take time and slow the combine down.  Slowing 0.5 to 1.0 mph in 
areas where harvest loss might be risky.  

3. Keep the cutter bar as low as possible for short soybeans and those 
that are dry.  This point is important in areas with low plant 
populations and where more pods are on the lower portion of the 
plant, nearest the ground. 

4. Shorter soybeans require smaller clearances between the reel, cutter 
bar, auger and the feed conveyor chain, to ensure stems are feeding 
through the platform and into the feeder house. 

5. Check knives, guards, ledger plates and wear plates.  Keep spares 
handy in 2015.   

6. Ensure the sickle is sharp. Dull sickles tend to push stems over 
rather than cut them cleanly. 

7. Make sure to properly adjust guards and header to proper 
engagement angle as outlined in the operator’s manual. 

8. Check that stems are being cleanly cut across the header.  If not, 
check for dull blades, improperly set header angle, other incorrect 
header settings, or reduce your ground speed. 

9. Keep an eye on reel speed and adjust to match soybean conditions 
and ground speed within the field.  The rule of thumb is to keep reel 
speed ~25% faster than ground speed.  

10.Make sure the feeder house relative to the header is at the proper 
adjustment to keep material feed as efficient as possible. 

11.Importantly, make sure chains and bearings are properly lubricated 
and serviced on their stated time intervals.  Belts should be tight and 
checked routinely. 



Recent studies conducted at Penn State evaluated broadcast 
application of a few species of cover crops at R6 (yellow leaf stage) 
versus drilling after harvest. The first conclusion was that wheat and 
winter rye were the best choices for cover crops when compared with 
balansa clover, annual ryegrass, rape, forage radish, crimson clover, 
red clover and hairy vetch. The second conclusion after the single year 
of research was the greater biomass production from  cover crops 
drilled after harvest  versus the earlier broadcast application even 
though the R6 stage broadcast application occurred 14-46 days earlier. 

Hay 

Unfortunately, potato leaf hopper numbers have been sporadic from 
field to field this season with some fields exceeding thresholds. It 
continues to be important for growers to check their new seedings and 
good alfalfa fields for PLH. 

Growers that harvested 1st cutting in late May and were delayed in 
taking second harvest until the end of July should be taking their 3rd cut 
32 days later to optimize hay quality. They don’t have to worry about 
root reserves because the crop went to full flower and beyond before 
they could take their second cut. 

Those  growers who took their first cut in mid May and have been on a 
30-32 day cycle for subsequent harvests should be taking their 3rd cut 
on the 32 day cycle but allow 4th to flower before harvest to allow for 
accumulation of root reserves. 

Cutting practices and root reserves Jerry Cherney, Cornell Univ.,  
did some extensive work that evaluated cutting practices and stresses 
on alfalfa stands and their impact on stand production and longevity. 
Boiling it down: he would ask a grower  

• how old the stand is, younger stands  1+ yr old can handle more 
stress 

• what kind of stresses has the stand endured 

 drought 

 excessive moisture 

 insect pressure like potato leaf hopper, alfalfa weevil 

 how short was the cutting cycle 

• if there are no stressors, then letting the stand flower once during 
the year is sufficient to provide adequate root reserves 

• if you had multiple stressors like excessive moisture, PLH over 
threshold and a short cutting cycle then he would suggest that the 
grower be conservative  and not cut at a time when plants would 
regrow using what might be more limited root reserves and then be 
hit by a killing frost before root reserves are rebuilt. 

• Growers who harvested first cut in mid May  just recently took their 
3rd cut (early August) They should be considering letting their fields 
flower before taking their next harvest. 

• Growers who harvested first cut in late May or early June and were-
n’t able to harvest 2nd until after it had flowered should shoot for a 
32 day harvest cycle for higher quality 3rd. 



Maximize Winter Forage Yield  by Tom Kilcer 
 
This year we have had more reports of farms that harvested 4 to 5 tons 
of dry matter from flag leaf winter forage. The weather helped maximize 
yield but the key steps that these farms had followed set the crop up for 
a potential high yield in the first place. In normal years many farms are 
achieving more than 3 tons of dry matter before planting their summer 
crop. In each case, the farms are carefully following the top manage-
ment steps.  
1: The first step goes without saying: you need a field with good fertility 
and pH, that has not had its structure beat to death with tillage and 
heavy harvest equipment. The flip side is that if you have a severely 
compacted field and the soil is dry, the best step is to deep till and im-
mediately plant winter triticale. The roots will stabilize the loosened soil 
as the first step in improving production. The research found corn in-
creased yield by 4-7% on normal soils after a winter forage cover. Clay 
soils are further helped by increasing surface permeability 7 fold.  
2: Select triticale for top yield and quality. The early triticale varieties 
are only a day or two later than rye. You can push the spring nitrogen 
and get 20% crude protein with triticale while the rye at that nitrogen 
rate would be flat on the ground. Triticale is only 2/3 the height of rye 
but has many more tillers to support high yields. Just like with corn, a 
longer (later) season variety will yield more than an earlier one – provid-
ing they are both planted on time. By selecting varieties you can spread 
out the harvest interval. This is becoming more critical as larger farms 
plant several hundred acres of the potentially heavy yielding crop. 
3: Select a top-yielding variety. In our variety trials, the top commercial 
variety was 40% higher yielding than a cheaper older common variety. 
Buying Variety Not Stated (VNS) out of a farmer’s bin is even riskier as 
you don’t know what steps they took or did not take to maintain the 
germ for a high percentage that will actually sprout. It is like buying a 
steer to breed your cows, it doesn’t work. My multiple-year replicated 
research has not seen any advantage in planting over 100 lbs. winter 
triticale seed/acre. Planting 120 or 150 lbs. of seed as some suggest, 
just means you are paying 20 -50% more to establish the same crop. If 
you are forced this year to plant later than the optimum two weeks be-
fore wheat grain planting; instead of spending money on extra seed, 
spend it on having a 3-way fungicide seed treatment applied to the seed. 
In my replicated trials at the on-time planting date, the treated seed 
yielded 15% more than the control of untreated seed. For the late plant-
ing date, the treated seed yielded 28% more than the untreated seed. 
Seed treatment has proven results and is cheaper than planting more 
seeds. We use seed treatment on our corn, alfalfa, and soybeans; why 
not winter forage.  
4: PLANT EARLY! Plant at least 2 weeks before your wheat planting date. 
This is an absolutely HUGE impact on the yield potential for the next 
spring. My 20 years of winter forage research backed by multiple re-
search projects across the Midwest and Northeast confirm planting date 
is the biggest driving factor in potential yield for the next spring. The 
Sincerely, Thomas Kilcer, Certified Crop Advisor 172 Sunnyside Rd 
Kinderhook, NY 12106 Tel: 518-421-2132 tfk1@cornell.edu The Helping 
Hand to Better Agriculture early planting increases the number of tillers 
produced in the fall. It is simple: the more tillers the more yield the next 
spring (providing there is enough water and fertilizer to support them).  
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By planting earlier (10 days to 2 weeks before wheat for grain) it 
increased yields 35%. The planting date can also affect harvest date 
with 2 days later harvest for roughly every week later you plant.  
5: Feed the crop in the fall. Our research found that up to 60 lbs. of 
nitrogen/acre in the fall increased spring yields 43% on a field 
without prior spring manure. The early planting and fall nitrogen 
available significantly increased the number of tillers that set the 
spring yield potential. Even with fall nitrogen application, we suggest 
sulfur ( 10 nitrogen :1 sulfur). Do NOT delay planting the winter 
forage to spread manure. My research and that from Penn State 
found that you lose more delaying planting than you gain adding 
manure.  
6: If you have a sod manure injector you can apply all the spring 
nitrogen and sulfur needs as manure in November until the ground 
freezes. Some farmers in NY were still injecting into early January this 
past year. The nitrogen in manure is in the ammonia form which will 
attach to the soil particles and not leach or denitrify. When in the 
spring the ground warms, it will convert to nitrate and immediately be 
taken up by the winter forage which is already green and growing. 
Depending on the injector type, you may need to roll the field after to 
assure a smooth surface for spring mowing. For more information 
click on March 2021 Finally for fields that are flat or dish-shaped and 
spring runoff collects, they are susceptible to snow mold that can kill 
the crop in that area. We have fertilized those areas just before 
snowfall with 2 quarts of liquid sulfur fertilizer and a spreader sticker. 
We have found that snow mold was suppressed where we fertilize this 
way. 
 We had plot studies in Oneida County including increasing 
rates of spring applied nitrogen for 2 years at local farms  who grew 
triticale. We did not see the influence of the 4000 gallon rate of 
manure applied and incorporated in the fall pre-plant in either yield or 
% protein in the triticale stand. We did see a significant response to 
spring nitrogen applications  in both yield and % protein in the crop in 
both years. The economic rate of fertilizer N was determined by the 
cost of the nitrogen fertilizer, the increase in yield and the value of 
additional protein based on soybean meal price. In both years, at the 
two different farms the economic rate of N was 90lbs/ac. 

Getting a Jump on Next Year’s Spring Rush  by Tom Kilcer 
 
Before you get into the fall harvest rush, now is the time to sit down 
and plan your rotation. Yes, now, not in the winter. This sets you up to 
get off to a better start next spring. A critical step is to NOT plow sod 
fields for corn. A fall-killed sod makes spring no-till planting the 
earliest corn you can get in the ground. The already decaying sod is a 
dream to plant in as the soil is usually the consistency of potting soil. 
Issues like hard surfaces are nonexistent. Problems such as armyworm 
and slugs are non-existent. Spraying sods rotating to corn between  



"Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities” 

Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

We need your help!   
We are trying to update our database to better serve 

you, Please email Linda Wightman LW343@cornell.edu 
with your information…..name, address, phone.  

Thank YOU! 

October 1 and October 15 (Albany, NY area, adjust for your climatic 
region), when there are at least 6 inches of vegetation, catches most 
tough perennials when they are translocating into their root systems 
for winter storage. This brings the herbicide to the deep root systems, 
to get a sure kill. We have consistently gotten excellent results 
with .75 of glyphosate (the 1 qt. original Roundup®) and a quart of 
2,4, D. The vegetation slowly breaks down over winter so I have 
found had little to no erosion the next spring. The ground warms 
much faster with the excess residue decayed over winter. In the 
spring, farms then no-till their corn directly into the mellow soil. 
There are little or no problems with penetration. Hair pinning is not a 
problem. The BIG advantage is that you can successfully no-till plant 
without wasting critical time, fuel, and a pile of money tilling the 
ground during one of the busiest times of the season. As soon as the 
ground is at a minimum temperature at planting depth you can 
simply plant without all the hassle. Spray it and you are done. Our 
repeated research results clearly show that this system is far superior 
to spring kill no-till or even worse – harvesting haylage first and then 
planting into harvested sod. What little haylage you get is offset by 
lower corn yield and difficulty getting good stands 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots, 
Carhartt and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith              PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service    Morrisville, NY 13408 
 

315-447-7579 (Mobile) 
Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

 David Mondi 
David Curtin 
Loren Curri Barletta 
 
Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 
Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Organic/Grass Fed Certified 
Wholesale/Retail 

Bridgewater, NY 

Member FDIC 
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