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Dear Readers,  
You are reading the August issue of NCG. Due to my vacation to 
Oregon and the Gypsy Moth Caterpillar, I failed to get out a 
June/July issue. 
Many of you experienced  horrible infestations of the Gypsy 
Moth caterpillars, defoliating trees all over the county.  The 
good news is that most trees will be fine, will leaf out next year, 
with not much damage.  They have been stressed though, so be 
sure to keep them watered if we experience drought conditions.  
Late winter or very early spring, look for and remove any egg 
cases. This link will provide photos of what to look for. 
Identifying and Managing Gypsy Moth Egg Masses (FR-171a)  

Paul Hetzler, ISA Certified Arborist 

With their marvelous interpre ve‐dance rou nes, complex social life, and deli‐

cious honey, honeybees are widely respected, but they’re anything but sweet to 

wild pollinators. In fact, a surfeit of honeybees is a big threat to our na ve bees 

and bu erflies.  

A July 24, 2021 ar cle in The Guardian reports that professional beekeepers in 

the UK are asking the public to moderate the current outbreak of hives because 

it puts na ve bees at risk in some cases. The London Beekeepers’ Associa on 

issued a statement that reads in part: “The prevailing ‘save the bees’ narra ve is 

o en based on poor, misleading or absent informa on about bees and their 

needs. It can imply that keeping honeybees will help bees.” London‐based bee‐

keeper Dale Gibson explains that “Honeybees are very efficient, almost omniv‐

orous consumers of nectar and pollen; they are voracious. There is no off 

bu on. They will carry on consuming what’s out there.”  

Andrew Whitehouse of the insect‐conserva on group Buglife adds to this point: 

“We know the main reason na ve pollinators are in decline is a lack of wildflow‐

ers in our countrysides and urban areas. To increase compe on for limited re‐

sources puts a huge pressure on the wild pollinators. The popula ons of those 

wild pollinators are reduced; you have less abundance and less diversity.” Too 

many honeybees also bring diseases to na ve pollinators. Dr. Jane Memmo  of 

Bristol University says honeybee hives can be “li le ecosystems of plagues and 

contagion.” 

                    Con nued on page 8 

Curb Your Enthusiasm 



Spruce Blues and Wet‐Weather Woes 

 August 2021 

Paul Hetzler, ISA Certified Arborist 

When I’m asked to diagnose tree problems, folks naturally want the remedy. Some mes the only solu on is 
tree removal; other mes it’s a cable brace, pest management, correc ve pruning or fer lizing. But increas‐
ingly, the diagnosis is climate change. If anyone knows how to solve that through an arboricultural prac ce, 
please let me know.  

With rising temperatures, a novel weather pa ern has taken hold with longer and more intense dry and wet 
periods. In 2012 many areas had the lowest soil moisture ever recorded. Nonstop rain in 2013 led to flooding 
and farm disaster relief. A drought in 2016 set more records in some places, and catastrophic flooding hit in 
2017. Drought followed in 2018, and 2019 was another massive flood year. Prolonged dry spells cause root 
dieback, weakening trees for several years a erward. But unusually wet seasons are just as bad for trees. 

About twenty years ago I no ced a rise in the incidence of a spruce ailment called Rhizosphaera needlecast, 
arborist‐speak for “spruce needles turn brown and fall off.” This na ve fungal pathogen was always consid‐
ered weak and opportunis c. Historically, it only showed up when spruces (and rarely other conifers) had 
been planted too densely, allowing the needles to remain wet long enough for this wimpy microbe to enter 
foliar cells. The answer was to thin out the trees to make space between them so air could circulate, and re‐
move spore‐infested dead branches. This remedy was kind of like drinking lemon‐honey tea and ge ng lots 
of rest un l your cold clears up – simple, but it usually worked.  

I was curious as to why Colorado “blue” spruce (Picea pungens) was much harder‐hit than other species. The 
reason has to do with its origins: Colorado spruce is adapted to an arid environment. In fact, its foliage is ac‐
tually green, and the blueish appearance is due to a heavy layer of wax (which you can rub off) that the trees 
make to retain moisture. So when a pathogen like Rhizosphaera that needs copious moisture for extended 
periods to become infec ous meets a tree designed to hold moisture, an unhappy rela onship ensues.  

With more and more calls coming in about this issue, by 2010 I was advising people to only plant Colorado 
spruce on open, preferably elevated, sites. But when I began to see needlecast disease in windy, full‐sun en‐
vironments, it was clear a “new normal” had emerged – extended wet periods were allowing pathogens to 
access trees in open, ideal se ngs, not just those packed too ghtly together.  

Cornell’s Plant Pathology Lab was also dealing with higher numbers of samples, and they iden fied S gmina 
needle blight and Cytospora canker, na ve pathogens that work in concert with or in place of Rhizosphaera 
to cause needle drop. The rate of disease advancement can poten ally be slowed through a series of three 
fungicide applica ons each spring. For a mature tree, this is likely in excess of $1000 per year for the remain‐
der of the tree’s life, an expense few can afford. 

Around 2017, many Cornell Extension Educators began to advise against plan ng Colorado spruce, a posi on 
I hear ly endorse. White spruce (Picea glauca), once deemed moderately resistant to needle disease, is now 
being severely affected as well. Fortunately, there’s s ll a contender in the ring: Norway spruce (Picea abies). 
Every na ve conifer species, whether hemlock, balsam, white pine or spruce, all face rela vely new and very 
significant threats.  

 As much as I prefer na ve species, I think it’s important to plant more Norway spruce – we need the di‐
versity.  
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 Blue Spruce con nued.. 
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I recommend plan ng a broad range of tree species, but only those which are s ll appropriate for our climate. 
To paraphrase some good marriage advice I once got about choosing between happiness and needing to be 
right, “Do you want to be happy, or do you want a blue spruce?” Let’s leave them in Colorado. 

For more informa on, see: 

h ps://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/60599/BranchingOut_Spruce8‐13.pdf?
sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

 

Paul Hetzler is an ISA Cer fied Arborist and a former Cornell Coopera ve Extension Educator.  
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Time Pruning to Avoid Diseases and Other Problems 

Pruning in late winter, just before spring growth starts, leaves fresh wounds exposed for only a short 
length of me before new growth begins the wound sealing process. Another advantage of dormant 
pruning is that it's easier to make pruning decisions ithout leaves obscuring plant branch structure.  

Pruning at the proper me can avoid certain disease and physiological problems: 

To avoid oak wilt disease DO NOT prune oaks from April to October. 

 If oaks are wounded or must be pruned during these months, apply wound dressing or latex paint to 
mask the odor of freshly cut wood so the beetles that spread oak wilt will not be a racted to the 
trees. 

 
To avoid stem cankers, prune honeylocusts when they are s ll dormant in late winter. 

 If they must be pruned in summer, avoid rainy or humid weather condi ons. 

 Prune apple trees, including flowering crabapples, mountain ash, hawthorns and shrub cotoneasters 
in late winter (February‐early April). 

 Spring or summer pruning increases the chances for infec on and spread of the bacterial dis‐
ease fireblight. 

 Autumn or early winter pruning is more likely to result in drying and die‐back at pruning sites. 

 Some trees have free‐flowing sap that "bleeds" a er late winter or early spring pruning. Though this 
bleeding causes li le harm, it may s ll be a source of concern. 

 To prevent bleeding, prune the following trees a er their leaves are fully expanded in late spring or 
early summer. 

 Never remove more than 1/4 of the live foliage. Examples include: 

 All maples, including box elder 

 Bu ernut and walnut 

 Birch and its rela ves, ironwood and blue beech 
 
From: Pruning trees and shrubs | UMN Extension  

 



Many thanks to our business sponsors: 
 

Cook & Gardener 
Duprey’s Feed & Supplies 

Flowering Meadow Nursery 
Garrant’s Vegetables 

Giroux Poultry 
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Growing Strong 

 

 
By Jane  Desotelle  
website: h ps:.underwoodherbs.com 
 
 

Since 1978, I’ve been selling herb teas from the Adirondack region 
and I s ll love it! The interest in herb teas and wild foods has never 
been greater in my life me. 
I hope to keep this interest alive by helping people learn about the 
value of the plants around them. Pla sburgh Botanical Sanctuary is 
about 1/2 acre lot inside a city block behind my house with 400 vari‐
e es of medicinal and wild food plants. 
 
I hope to keep this interest alive by helping people learn about the 
value of the plants around them. Pla sburgh Botanical Sanctuary is 
about 1/2 acre lot inside a city block behind my house with 400 vari‐
e es of medicinal and wild food plants. 

 
I take people on 
guided tours by 
appointment and 
hold some work‐
shops.  
 
Private plant tours guided by me at private homes and 
businesses like The Great Camp Sagamore and the Ausa‐
ble Club are offered. 
 
 

 
 

Some Master Gardeners go foraging with Jane  
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Roadside and Meadow Weeds 
WILD PARSEY, CORNELL WEED IDENTIFICATION 

It may look nice, but it’s anything but; Wild parsley is hazardous to your health. When exposed to skin, wild 

parsnip sap causes phytophotodermi s, or a chemical burn 

from increased sensi vity to sunlight. The compound causing 

it in the sap, furanocoumarin, is produced within all the 

aboveground plant parts including leaves, stems, flowers, and 

fruits. Essen ally, the condi on causes a severe sunburn. This 

reac on results in intense burning, blistering, skin discolora‐

on, and/or rashes with symptoms varying based on the expo‐

sure and the individual sensi vity. Symptoms of exposure to 

wild parsnip can last up to two years. If exposed to wild pars‐

nip, cover the affected area immediately to prevent the reac‐

on and wash the area with warm water and mild soap. The 

exposed area will con nue to be sensi ve for around 8 hours 

a er exposure and should be kept covered. If working in wild 

parsnip, be sure to cover all areas that may be exposed to sap 

by wearing long sleeves, pants, and gloves. Make sure if pulling wild parsnip to cover the wrist area where 

gloves and long sleeves may not cover. If exposed to sap and blisters start to form, cover the area with a cool 

wet cloth and keep it away from sunlight. In addi on to being a skin irritant, both wild parsnip and its seeds 

are toxic if ingested by livestock and should be man‐

aged within pastures. Burns on the skin can occur 

a er inges on when the furanocoumarins are in 

blood vessels of animals. 

CHICORY—UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS EXTENSON 
One of these showy weeds or wildflowers ‐ depend‐
ing on your personal biases ‐ now in bloom is chicory 
(Cichorium intybus). Where did it come from and 
how did it get so widely spread? 
Chicory is a member of the daisy family and a close 
rela ve of dandelion. It's a perennial herb with a 
long, dandelion‐like taproot and a whorl of oblong, 
broadly toothed, milky‐sapped leaves. When it flow‐
ers, it produces 3‐ to 5‐foot tall, erect, zig‐zagging 
flowering stems with ves ges of a few leaves and a 
profusion of sky‐blue flowers. 
The flowers are mul ‐petaled and produced during 
much of the late spring and summer period. The 50 cent‐sized blossoms open as the day awakens but close 
as the heat of the day becomes intense. Plants remain in bloom for several months and a field of chicory 
viewed in the right light looks like a heavy fog se led in a valley. Like dandelion, the seeds are spread freely 
by wind. Also, like dandelion, the foliage is concentrated in a whorl of leaves just above the soil surface so 
plants tolerate highway department mowing without flinching. 
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Queen Anne’s Lace and Look‐Alikes 

 
Did you just read this no ce?  

Your poten al customers did too!   
Publish your business card in this 
space by calling us at 561‐7450 

 

Are you curious about all that’s going 
in our 4-H program?  
Check out the  Clover Express at the 
link below! Call our office if you’d like 
to find out more about how you can 
get involved. 
http://www.ccecc4hce.blogspot.com/ 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Queen Anne’s lace. Photo courtesy of Joshua Mayer/Crea ve Commons.  
 
Queen Anne’s lace is na ve to Asia and Europe, but invasive in North America. If you have sensi ve skin, 

contact with Queen Anne’s lace may cause skin irrita on. Others may not experience any nega ve interac‐
ons. Before you consider handling this plant, make sure you're posi ve that it's not one of the similar‐

looking species listed. This plant typically measures one to two feet tall and some mes has a small     

reddish flower in the center. Stems are fuzzy with small grooves . 
 
 

Beware of these look‐alikes: 
 

Cow parsnip  Spo ed water hemlock Poison hemlock Giant hogweed 
    4‐10 feet tall 3‐6 feet tall      3‐8 feet tall   6‐18 feet tall   
    Na ve     Na ve        Invasive    Invasive  
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Curb Your Enthusiasm cont... 
Closer to home, Dr. Sco  McArt, a bee specialist at Cornell’s Dyce Laboratory for Bee Research, says there are an 

es mated 416 species of wild bees in New York State. When I es mate stuff, it tends to be less exact, such as 

“more than three but less than a thousand,” just so I can be right, if not helpful. But I’ve met Dr. McArt, and I 

trust him on this count.  

Dr. McArt is quick to point out that wild cri ers take care of things just fine in most places. A mul ‐year (2013‐

14) Cornell University study of apple orchards throughout NY State assessed (among other things) the impact of 

honeybees on pollina on rates. The conclusion? Honeybees have no appreciable effect on pollina on. The 110 

species of wild bees cataloged visi ng apple blossoms orchards did the real work.  

In sterile, impoverished se ngs like California’s almond planta ons and North American suburbs, wild bees can‐

not find enough food to survive. But outside of these environments, wild bees and other insects do a bang‐up 

job pollina ng crops, provided there’s enough variety of wild plants (i.e., messiness) around to keep them fed 

the whole season. 

Beekeeping is a rewarding hobby in many ways, but we need to remember that the wildflowers in any locale are 

already spoken for by na ve pollinators – it’s not some uninhabited land that honeybees are free to use without 

consequence. Backyard beekeepers absolutely must plant more flowers to compensate.  

Another thing needed to save bees of all stripes is a change in mindset regarding aesthe cs. Increasing the en‐

tropy on one’s property is as easy as falling off a log (which of course is an example of increased entropy). Polli‐

nators need flowers which bloom at all different mes, grow at various heights, and have a mul tude of shape. 

For greater abundance and diversity of wild flowering plants, all you need to do is stop mowing everything. 

Choose some places to mow once a year in the late fall, and others where you’ll mow every second or third year. 

Stop using herbicides, both the broadleaf kind and the non‐selec ve type.  

Coltsfoot and dandelions, essen al early‐season flowers, will come back. Asters and goldenrod (which by the 

way do not cause allergies), highly important late‐season sources of nectar and pollen, will likewise return. Milk‐

weed will begin to flourish, a rac ng monarch bu erflies. 

However, you may choose to help this process along by sowing perennial or self‐seeding wildflowers like purple 

coneflower, foxglove, bee balm, mint, or lupine. You’ll not only get more wild pollinators, you’ll also see more 

birds. Redstarts, tanagers, orioles, hummingbirds, catbirds, waxwings and more will be a racted to such glorious 

neglect – no feeders required. 

Honeybees provide us with food, medicine, educa onal opportuni es and more, but this comes at the expense 

of na ve pollinators unless we provide addi onal forage through plan ng and/ or by le ng much of the land‐

scape go wild. 

Paul Hetzler is an ISA Cer fied Arborist, and a poster child for entropy. 

 

 

Note:  ENTROPY is a ‘lack of order or predictability; gradual decline into disorder’ 
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Official Na onal Tree of the USA 

Cornell Coopera ve Extension  
Clinton County 

Our office, located at 6064 State Route 22, Suite 
5, in Pla sburgh, is open from 9:00 am to 4:30 
pm Monday through Friday.  All safety  precau‐
ons are being  followed.  Please wear a mask if 

you come to the office. 
We will be closed from December 24 un l the 

Monday, January 4th. 
 
 

Trees.com 

In 2004 the oak tree was designated as official national tree of the United States of America.    

According to Senator Ben Nelson  “The oak tree represents our na on's strength, as it grows from just an 
acorn into a powerful en ty whose many branches con nue to strengthen and reach skyward with every 
passing year."  

The oak is cherished for it's beauty, abundant shade, and top‐quality lumber. 

              

Did you know? 

There are over 600 species in the world, 90 are na‐
ve to the US 

Acorns make great flour and trail mix 

Oak trees can make money for homeowners, US 
Forest Service es mates at least 1% increase in 
home value 

 

Check out the visual describing types of oak trees 
at  

h ps://www.trees.com/oak‐trees#fun‐facts  

 
  
  

     
                                                                                  
      `          Found on Pinterest 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The  Master Gardener Volunteers of Clinton    

County are actively working in the community to 
bring programs to our residents at no charge.  If 
you would like to schedule a program for your    

organization, church, or neighborhood, contact us 
for ideas.  We tailor our programs to our audience.  

We also work with senior living centers and       
children to enable them to garden and appreciate 

nature. 
 

Contact Jolene at 561-7450.   
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SOIL pH  
 Jolene Wallace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardeners should strive to maintain a soil pH between 6 and 7. When the soil pH is in this proper range...  

 Major nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium are available to plants. At high and low 

pH levels, some of the essential nutrients are chemically "locked up" and are unavailable to plants.  

  Beneficial soil microbes are more active. These microbes are needed to break down organic matter 

making the soil "rich and loamy" and to help aerate the soil. Microbial activity is greatly reduced at 

very high and very low pH levels.  

 Overall soil quality is improved. An experienced gardener knows that the soil looks better, feels better 

and is better for plants when the proper soil pH is maintained. 

Although many people have their soil pH tested in the spring before planting, the ideal time is in the fall.  

If it’s necessary to lower your pH with elemental sulfur or raise it with lime, making applications in the fall 

gives the lime or elemental sulfur adequate time to work. 

We do pH testing in the office for a charge of $5 per sample.  Here’s a link to the pH brochure with       

instructions on taking the samples.        Cornell Cooperative Extension | How to Take a Soil Sample (cceclinton.org)  
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Soil pH con nued... 

Taken from the soil pH brochure distributed by Clinton and Essex County 
 

 Fall is traditionally the best time to get your soil tested. If the pH is low and you decide to add lime to 
correct it, the lime will have several months to break down before the next growing season. 

 

 Even if you use the correct fertilizer and follow all the proper gardening techniques, if your soil pH is not 
in the proper range, your plants will not do as well as they could.  

 

 The most important factor determining the effectiveness of lime is placement. Lime is only slightly solu‐
ble and does not move through the soil.  

 

 Spreading lime on top of the ground will not affect pH very much. It is important to work the lime into 
the top 4‐6 inches of soil before planting.  

 

 Acid rain, the use of conventional chemical fertilizers, and using mulches like peat moss and pine needles 
will lower the soil pH over time.  

 

 Azaleas, rhododendrons, blueberries and conifers thrive best in acid soils of pH 5.0 to 5.5. Vegetables,  
   grasses and most ornamentals do best in slightly acidic soils of pH 6.0 to 6.8. � Wood ashes can be used 
   In place of lime but twice as much has to be applied to change the pH. Coal ashes or ashes from charcoal    
   (e.g. your barbecue grill) should not be added to your soil.  
 

 Sometimes your soil pH is too high. The addition of elemental sulfur can lower the pH.  
 

    
Get specific recommendations from your local Cornell Cooperative    
Extension office.  
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