
 

By Amy Wright, 4-H Afterschool Program Coordinator  

Summer is a time when families can be together, enjoy time 
outside, and relax. It is also a time when many youth take a 
break from school and reading. When youth do not continue to 
read during the summer, they can lose many academic gains 
they achieved during the school year. To help with this, the 4-H 
team at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County has 
partnered with Stewart’s Shops and 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers to bring a Summer Reading Fun program to 
Youth in Jefferson County. 

The 4-H Summer Reading Fun program provides youth, and their 
families, with all of the tools they need to be successful readers over the summer. Youth involved in the 
program receive books, a literacy guide, and an opportunity to attend virtual or in-person programming that 
focuses on Scholastic’s Seven Strengths of a Super Reader. 

The Scholastic Seven Strengths of a Super Reader are designed to 
help encourage youth to have confidence in their reading abilities. 
The seven strengths are belonging, curiosity, friendship, kindness, 
confidence, courage, and hope. Scholastic, in partnership with 
LitWorld, believe that “by naming their own strengths—from 
curiosity to courage to kindness—children begin to see themselves 
as readers who are facing struggle with joy and purpose. This shift in 
perspective changes the learning landscape for children. Suddenly, 
when confronted with a challenging text, they know they have the 
skills to overcome difficulties and tackle the content rather than feel 
defeated. Super Readers are bold and brave and not afraid to push 
forward into new territory to discover new meaning.” For more 

information on scholastic seven strengths of a super reader visit https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/
articles/teaching-content/7-strengths-super-readers/  

We also encourage youth and their families to visit their local libraries this summer and see what exciting 
opportunities they have to help encourage summer reading. To find a library in your area visit the North 
Country Library Systems website at https://web.ncls.org/. The North Country library system supports over 65 
libraries in the tri-county area and provides many resources to help families encourage reading at home.  

4-H youth enrolled in the 4-H Summer Reading Fun program will receive a variety of grade-level books sent 
right to their home!  

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/7-strengths-super-readers/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/7-strengths-super-readers/
https://web.ncls.org/


By Heather Shue, 4-H Afterschool Program Educator   

Do you recall the most famous reindeer of all? Of course you do, it’s Rudolph, 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer! This famous Claymation film made in 1964 paved 
the way for all future Claymation movies, such as The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (1993) and The Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009). Not only are these films 
wildly popular, but they are great examples of how the craft of Claymation 
has stayed true after all these years.   

Claymation: A type of animation where clay figures are filmed using stop 
motion photography. 

Stop Motion Photography: An animation technique where an object is 
physically changed in each frame, and each change is photographed so that 
when the images are viewed in a sequence, it appears the object moves on 
its own. 

The 3rd grade students in the Beaver River 4-H Afterschool program were able to 
make their own stop-motion Claymation shorts. Claymation films require about 
24 frames per second, meaning the clay characters must be moved 24 times for 
every second of the film. Stop-motion film making takes time...a lot of time! The 
students were very engaged in the creative exploration of stop-motion 
animation. They developed technological literacy as they learned to use the 
camera and animation software. Additionally, they practiced communication and 
collaboration skills as they worked together to produce their short Claymation 
films. From storyboard to post-production, students worked through the entire 
creative process with their own Claymation creations. 

By Cindy Fields, 4-H Afterschool Program Educator   

Students at Belleville Henderson 4-H Afterschool program participated in a Bicycle and Road Safety Program.  
The lessons were divided into 6 sessions and were led by 4-H educator, Marques Charlton. Safety First, Bike 
Safety, Learning the Rules and Knowing the Signs, Stop-Look-Listen, Road Smart, and Bicycle Obstacle Course 
were the six topics covered. 

Students learned the basics of bicycle safety, including proper clothing, appropriate shoes, and protective 
gear. They also learned how to correctly adjust and wear their bicycle helmet. Air pressure, brakes, and 
chains are the “A, B, C’s of Safety.” Knowing how to check the air pressure in the tires on the bike, knowledge 

continued... 



 

of the brake system, and the condition and proper tension of the 
drive chain all make for safe riding.   

Students learned that it is important to know and obey all road 
signs. They also learned 10 different road signs, including one way, 
railroad crossing, stop, and the flashing yellow light. Students 
learned that before entering an intersection or crossing the road, it 
is very important to first Stop, Look, and Listen to avoid being hit by 
someone or something.  

Students learned the importance of checking for hazards on the 
riding surface. First, visually looking around for large obstructing 
signs, tree branches, or parked cars. Then checking the surface area, looking for broken glass, loose gravel, 
trash, or potholes that can cause the rider to lose control of the bike. Lastly, looking for moving hazards such 
as moving vehicles, trains, people, dogs, or animals and many other distractions.  

On the final day, students practiced what they learned by riding through 
a bicycle obstacle course. The course was designed for students to 
practice their hand signals, plus balancing on their bike while practicing 
Stop-Look-Listen before entering an intersection.   

The 4-H Bicycle and Road Safety Program was a lot of fun for the 
students plus they made valuable real-life decisions. Additional 
information on bike safety can be found at the following websites: 

• https://www.safekids.org/bike  

• https://bit.ly/3f6OEI4  

• https://www.safewise.com/bicycle-safety-for-kids  

By Rachel Thomas, 4-H Afterschool Program Manager 

It’s that time again! We are planning and preparing our 4-H Afterschool 
programs for the upcoming school year! This year we are excited to see our 
programs beginning to shift back to the normal program structures and 
capacities. With that comes open enrollment for the fall!  

New this year is a completely digital enrollment form! This process makes it 
quick and easy for parents/guardians to enroll their students with just a 
simple click of a link or scanning a QR code!  

The photo to the right shows the new base page to the enrollment form with 
the basic information you will need to know for your student’s afterschool program! 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 

 Here is the list of schools that currently have 4-H Afterschool Programs operating in them: 

Antwerp Primary School (Indian River CSD): 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6hf1FYwL6tV1rIa 

 

Beaver River CSD: 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQr4bfo0MlAQNSK 

 

Belleville Henderson CSD: 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eeXIVkg7THdrPCK 

 

Case Middle School (Watertown CSD): 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eaoTN6j9oX3l31k 

 

Copenhagen CSD: 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9nlpSMNfWOzPCtg 

 

Immaculate Heart Central School: 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJw0UerEwqJxXaC 

 

LaFargeville CSD: 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dbDPd5KfRMmZG0C 

 

Wiley Intermediate School (Watertown CSD): 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0BMJwMEVSeewTNI 

 

For more information on any of our afterschool programs, visit http://ccejefferson.org/4-h-youth/4-h-
afterschool or call the office at 315-788-8450. 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://twitter.com/cce_jefferson
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6hf1FYwL6tV1rIa
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bQr4bfo0MlAQNSK
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eeXIVkg7THdrPCK
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eaoTN6j9oX3l31k
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9nlpSMNfWOzPCtg
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJw0UerEwqJxXaC
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dbDPd5KfRMmZG0C
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0BMJwMEVSeewTNI
http://ccejefferson.org/4-h-youth/4-h-afterschool
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