
In May, the 4-H Military Partnerships and Outreach Support 
Program continued with another in-person professional 
development training for Child Youth Services staff at Fort 
Drum, Fort Hamilton, and the United States Military Academy 
at West Point. May’s training was focused on the 4-H 
Sustainable Polymers curriculum. This curriculum utilizes 
engaging activities to guide youth to explore the way they 
utilize plastics in their daily lives, consider the lifecycles and 
environmental impacts of these materials, and reflect on how 
they could be used more efficiently. In addition to providing the 
training to 40 CYS staff in New York State, 4-H also provided to 
each installation a kit containing all necessary materials to run 
the program.  

4-H Livestock Readiness 

The 4-H Livestock Readiness virtual education program concluded 
at the end of June, with youth having received a comprehensive 
overview of principles involved in raising livestock for participation 
in a 4-H Livestock Auction. Participating youth learned about topics 
including selection and planning, recordkeeping, nutrition and 
weight maintenance, required vaccines and withholding, handling, 
and marketing, and finding buyers. Additionally, youth participating 
in the 2021 4-H Livestock Auction at the Jefferson County Fair 
attended a special training to receive their Youth for the Quality 
Care of Animals, or “YQCA”, certification.  

By Chris Yarnall, 4-H Youth Development Educator  

4-H Youth Volunteers will be gathering on Saturday, July 17th from 9 AM -12 PM, to volunteer their time and 
effort to give back to Thompson Park! Participating 4-H’ers will help clear brush from trails, cut back invasive 
species, and clean up trash from the park. Saturday’s work is part of a larger effort by the Friends of 
Thompson Park to expand the park’s trail system, clean up the trails that already exist, and reconnect 
residents to the history of the park. 

By Kathryn Ripstein, 4-H Youth Development Educator  



 

 

August/September 2021 Green Ink 
 

Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 

Thompson Park was designed by famous American landscape 
architect, Frederick Law Olmstead, the very same architect who 
designed Central Park in New York City. For over 100 years since 
the park's construction in 1899, Thompson Park has served as a 
valuable recreational resource for the residents of Watertown. Its 
rolling green hills, stone steps, and paved pathways offer 
residents countless opportunities for walking, hiking, biking, 
picnics, cross-country skiing, sledding, snowshoeing, visiting the 
zoo, and swimming. Most importantly, Thompson Park provides a 
refuge for the community to escape the hustle and bustle of the 
city.  

The importance of Thompson Park to our community is why 
volunteers from all over the county are coming together to give 
their time to its upkeep and improvement. Are you interested in 
joining us? 4-H’ers and parents alike are welcome to participate. 
We will volunteer every third Saturday of the month from 9 AM – 12 PM, July – November! To sign-up to 
help contact Kathryn Ripstein at ker99@cornell.edu or 315-778-8450 ext. 232.  

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://twitter.com/cce_jefferson
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/
mailto:ker99@cornell.edu

