
What is a Public Presentation? 
 

Demonstration- The presenter shows and explains how to do to make something. Models 

or illustrations are used as needed to explain information, show steps and the process 

being demonstrated, show larger scale replica of something that is too small for the 

audience to see, reveal a finished product, etc.  

Examples: How to juggle, do basic dance steps, build a kite, bake cookies, care for a pet  

 

Illustrated Talk- The presenter uses visual aides to tell about the topic. The effective use 

of charts, pictures, posters, slides. PowerPoint slides, overheads, graphs, examples, 

models etc. play a major role in communicating the presenter’s message.  

Examples: Common garden pests, different types of bicycles, fashions of the 1930’s 

 

Speech- The presenter aims to persuade, motivate or inform the audience without the use 

of visuals. Proper use of note cards is acceptable.  In this category, the presenter chooses 

and researches a topic of choice.  A speech is written in the presenter’s own words; 

however, poetry, quotations, humor, or imagery may be incorporated to command 

attention or emphasize a point. 

 

Creative Communications- Recitations and Dramatic Interpretations 

 Recitations: The presenter, with vocal reflection and body language as 

communications tools, delivers his rendition of a piece of a pre-written material. Props 

should not be used, but appropriate dress subtly represent the character or mood of the 

written piece is acceptable. Memorization is expected, but notes are permitted.  

 Dramatic Interpretation: The presenter or team delivers a re-enactment of a piece 

of scripted material. The content can be taken from plays, movies, sketches, and 

monologues. Props need to be simple and minimal, not detracting from the strength of the 

presenter. Original pieces written by the presenter are acceptable in this category.  

 

Interview: This is for teens 14 and older. The 4-H teens will attend a mock interview and 

be evaluated on their appearance, resume and interviewing skills.  

Source:  Oswego Co. Public Presentations Project Materials 

 
Format for Public Presentations 

 

All types of presentations share the same three-part format:  an introduction, 
body, and conclusion or summary.  The content and presentation techniques 
used in each part differ somewhat for each type of presentation. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Introduction of the Presenter 
Senior presenters are required to provide a 4x6 card containing the following 
information:  Name, Age, County, # of years in 4-H, # of previous public 
presentations, and a short biographical sketch to share with the audience.  If 
there is no teen assistant, presenter will introduce the next presenter before 
meeting with evaluators   



Junior presenters will introduce themselves that will include a greeting, their 
name, age and number of years in the public presentation program and title of 
their presentation. 
Introduction of the Presentation 
The presenter will begin his/her presentation by introducing the topic in a manner 
that creatively catches the attention of the audience while stimulating their 
curiosity and motivating them to think about the subject to be presented.  Use of 
the Title can be a part of this introduction. 
For Creative Communication categories, the presenter(s) should identify the 
source of the creative piece and its author and may allude to, explain, or 
challenge the audience to discover the message it conveys prior to beginning.  
Setting the stage for either a recitation or dramatic interpretation will often serve 
to stimulate the audience as well as help them to “feel” what is being presented.   
In addition the presenter’s reason for choosing this particular piece may also be 
included at this point if so desired or if it lends to a better understanding of the 
piece being presented.  These introductions should not attempt to “interpret” the 
piece for the audience, be too lengthy, nor “overshadow” the content of the 
recitation or dramatic interpretation. 

 
BODY 

This is the main part of the presentation.  In a Demonstration a technique or 
steps of a process are shown.  In an Illustrated Talk or Speech, the main points 
are identified and explained.  In a Creative Communication presentation the 
creative piece is performed. 

 
CONCLUSION OR SUMMARY 

The presenter emphasizes or re-emphasizes the message of the presentation.  
In a Demonstration the most important steps are summarized.  In an Illustrated 
Talk or Speech the presenter concisely recaps the message of the presentation 
or draws conclusions.  In a Creative Communication presentation the nature of 
the conclusion depends on the type of creative piece and how it was introduced.  
In both a Speech and a Creative Communication presentation, a conclusion 
may be built into the piece itself or the message may be emphasized through a 
simple comment, a brief analysis, an expressive body movement (i.e., lowering 
one’s head, stepping to one side, creating a noticeable pause, etc.) or even 
through dialogue with the audience.     

 
** Please note that this part of the presentation is called a summary in a 
Demonstration or Illustrated Talk* and a conclusion in a Speech, 
Recitation, or Dramatic Interpretation due to the fact that one type of 
presentation actually calls for a summary of the material presented and 
the other types require the presenter to bring the talk to a conclusion.   
 
*It has been observed that in a few cases, depending on the subject 
being presented, an Illustrated Talk may also come to a “conclusion” 
rather than providing a “summary.”  (Example:  an Illustrated Talk on an 
event in history may find concluding remarks more appropriate and 
stimulating than a recapping of what has been presented.) 

 

 


