
 

 

 

 

The Master Gardener  

Demonstration 
 Garden 

 

Located at the Robert C. Parker School in 

North Greenbush, it is one of Rensselaer 

County’s very few public gardens. Master Gar-

dener volunteers designed this outdoor class-

room to demonstrate how different plants can 

create a variety of stylish gardens. The garden 

is open to the public during daylight hours. 

Please respect the school grounds during your 

visit.  

The New York State  

Master Gardener Program Mission: 

We prepare volunteers to be peer educators who 

build relationships with community audiences to 

integrate local experience and research-based 

knowledge in planning for and initiating steps to 

manage gardens, lawns, and landscapes with an 

emphasis on food security and environmental 

stewardship. 

GPS Address:  

4254 NY-43, North Greenbush, NY 
 

Directions: From Interstate 90, take Exit 8; 

proceed east onto Rte 43 (approximately 2.1 

miles); turn left at the Robert C. Parker 

School. 

“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator 

recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 

Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities.” No endorsement of products is 

implied. 

Who are the Master Gardeners  

of Rensselaer County? They’re a group 

of community volunteers who share their pas-

sion for gardening with their neighbors.  All 

are graduates of Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion’s 12 week training program and commit-

ted to donating volunteer service time each 

year.  These efforts include the Gardening 

Hotline, working on gardens in public spaces, 

conducting the annual Spring Garden Day 

event, orchestrating the annual Rensselaer 

County Garden Tour in various communities 

across the county, and sponsoring continuing 

education classes throughout the year. 

Visit other gardens maintained by our Master 

Gardeners in Rensselaer County: 

Hospice Garden - 295 Valley View Blvd., 
Rensselaer, NY 12144 

911 Memorial Park - 112th Street and 1st 
Avenue, Troy, NY 12180 

Leslie’s Garden – 71 Adams Street, Troy, NY 
12180 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

 of Rensselaer County 

61 State Street, Troy, NY 12180 

(518) 272-4210 

http://ccerensselaer.org/ 



Our Gardens 

A.  Herb Garden: Tucked within a rustic wood-
en fence, the raised bed herb garden provides an 
aromatic sanctuary.  Although there are annual 
herbs to be found, much of the garden is planted 
with perennial herbs that are winter hardy in 
this region. 
B.  Outdoor Gazebo Classroom and Vertical 
Gardens 
C.  Screen Garden: A demonstration of using 
plantings for a special purpose. In this case, the 
bed separates the main garden area from and 
blocks the view of the trash bins.  A mix of 
spring bulbs, perennials, shrubs, and small trees, 
both native and introduced, are found here.   
D.  Prairie Garden: This mature garden is open, 
windswept, and very sunny. It is planted with 27 
varieties of tough, flowering, herbaceous peren-
nials which require only minimal maintenance.  
E.  Ornamental Grass Garden is circular in 
shape with the largest grasses, including several 
types of maiden grass, in the center.  A wide va-
riety of forms, textures and colors are repre-
sented by these plants, which look especially 
dramatic in the autumn. 
F.  Fragrance Garden: This formal garden is 
designed in four symmetric quadrants.  Plants 
were carefully chosen for their beautifully scent-
ed blossoms, or their fragrant leaves.  The time 
of year or day can affect the aromas. 
G.  Sign Garden: A mix of sun loving perennials 
surrounding the in-
formation kiosk.  
Newer cultivars and 
updated versions of 
old favorites can be 
found here. 
 
 
 

H.  Vegetable Research Garden: This en-
closed area contains 11 raised beds.  Each 
year a different theme explores a new aspect 
of vegetable gardening.  Past projects have 
involved working in conjunction with Cornell 
to collect data on “Climate Smart Vegetables” 
or “Big Yields in Small Spaces”.  In 2019 elev-
en varieties of tomatoes were grown and taste 
tested, and in 2020 members of the onion 
family were featured, after which a cover crop 
display was planted.  Produce from these pro-
jects have been donated to local food banks 
and soup kitchens. 
I.  Pollinator Garden: This garden blends 
trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals to pro-
vide everything a pollinating bee or butterfly 
needs, including food, shelter and water.  
Plants featured cater to each pollinator’s 
needs:  black swallowtails dine on dill; the 
tiger swallowtail prefers lilacs, ash tree and 
black cherry; and the monarch only eats milk-
weed. 
J.  Composting Center:  Weeds and plant de-
bris from the garden ends up here, where 
backyard gardeners can see how to turn this 
year’s garden waste into tomorrow’s organic 
soil amendment. 
K.  Green Roof:  The tool shed was specially 
constructed to support a green roof.  Using 
coir as a planting medium, it features primari-
ly plants in the genus Sedum which are low-
growing and heat and drought tolerant.  
L.  Native Plant Beds:  Coming soon! 
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