
EIGHT YEAR REVIEW OF BROOME COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 

Did you recently receive a letter from Broome County informing you of the Broome County Agricultural Districts review and 
proposed consolidation? The purpose of the letter is to inform  property owners, municipalities, and other interested parties 
about the review and proposed consolidation and request proposed modifications. Here’s why, and what you can do. 

What is the purpose of an Agricultural District? 
Agricultural Districts were established in Broome County in the mid-1970's.  Agricultural Districts are meant to identify 
agricultural lands for the purpose of defending and supporting farmers who are within the District by providing protections 
against nuisance lawsuits involving their agricultural practices and against overly-restrictive local laws that would inhibit a 
farmer’s ability to run a profitable farm business.  Being within or outside of a District has no impact on taxation or the 
ability to use your land as permitted by local regulations. 

Why is Broome County conducting an Agricultural District 8 Year Review? 
NYS Agriculture and Markets Law section 303, requires counties to conduct a thorough review of the lands contained within 
their agricultural districts. The purpose of the review is to determine if land within the districts is viable farmland and/or used 
for agricultural purposes.   

Why did I get a Letter?   
Each affected landowner was mailed a letter informing them of the agricultural district review and proposed consolidation of 
Broome County Agricultural Districts 3, 4, and 5 into one countywide Broome County Agricultural District 5. During this 
process, landowners can elect to have their property removed from, or request to add land to the agricultural district. Please 
note, that while every year during the annual enrollment period, property owners can request to add land to the agricultural 
district, land can only be removed during the eight-year review process. If you would like to remove or add property to the 
agricultural district, complete the Broome County Agricultural District Review Worksheet and identify the parcels proposed for 
removal or addition by August 30, 2021. Once the review period ends, the Broome County Agricultural Protection Board will 
evaluate requests and submit any proposed modifications to the Broome County Legislature for their consideration. The 
Legislature will then hold a public hearing to listen to feedback on the proposed modification.

What do I do with this “Agricultural District Review Sheet” form?
Please fill out the form to the best of your ability online, or at one of our public information sessions. The County is required by 
NYS Agriculture & Markets to report a summary of “census” data for the farms in the County’s Agricultural District once every 
8 years when we conduct the required review of the district. The information provided on the form will help us provide this 
summary to the State and capture a “snapshot” of the current state of agriculture in our county. All personal information and 
parcel identifying information is kept strictly confidential.

When are these "public information sessions"?
(1) Tuesday, August 17th: 11-1pm at Dorchester Park East Shelter; (2) Wednesday, August 18th: Noon-2pm at Roundtop Park 
Sunset Shelter; or (3) Thursday, August 19th: 10am-noon at Cole Park Shelter 3. These meetings are an opportunity to discuss 
any questions landowners have about the review and proposed consolidation and paper copies of the form will be available if 
you would like to complete there.

My property is not farmed, what effect does being in the Agricultural District have on my property?
There is no effect on non-farm properties by being in the Agricultural District. Being in the district does not affect property 
taxes, property values, or property assessments for any parcel regardless of use; nor does it guarantee that any parcel will 
receive any tax exemptions. Land in County Agricultural Districts are protected by the State’s Right-To-Farm Law.

Where can I view a map of the proposed Districts and get more information? 
A GIS analysis will be conducted during the month of August to determine if there are any modifications based on size and land 
use for consideration. Maps of the proposed modifications can be viewed online at www.ccebroomecounty.org/agriculture/
agricultural-districts. Paper copies of the map can also be viewed at the Broome County Planning Department located at 60 
Hawley Street, 5th Floor, Binghamton, NY 13901.

I still don’t understand and or need more information:
You can contact Cornell Cooperative Extension Broome  County at (607) 584-5007 or email
lw257@cornell.edu to talk to someone who will discuss your particular parcel with you. Agricultural Districts are coordinated 
by Cornell Cooperative Extension Broome County, via the Broome County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, on 
behalf of the Broome County Department of Planning and Community Development.

https://www.orangecountygov.com/268/Eight-Year-Review


What are the benefits of being in the Agricultural District?
Agricultural Districts are formed under the provisions of the New York State Agriculture & Markets Law and are 
designed to protect farming from a variety of non-farm activities that can make farming more difficult and contribute to 
the conversion of farmland to non-farm uses. Some benefits to farm operations located in a County Agricultural District 
include:

• The obligation of State agencies to encourage the maintenance of viable farming in agricultural districts;

• Limitations on the exercise of eminent domain;

• Limitations on the siting of solid waste management facilities on land dedicated to agricultural production;

• Local governments are required to avoid unreasonable restrictions in the regulation of farm operations when
exercising their powers to enact and administer comprehensive plans, local laws, ordinances, rules and/or
regulations;

• Agricultural Land owners may be eligible for an agricultural property tax assessment and/or agricultural property tax
exemption provided they comply with certain requirements of NYS Agriculture & Markets Law;

• Agricultural Land owners are protected from private nuisance lawsuits so long as they are adhering to sound
agricultural practices as determined by NYS Agriculture & Markets and by requiring the disclosure to prospective
buyers of real property that the property is in an or adjacent to an agricultural district.

Why is important to remove lands that are not viable farmland and/or used for agricultural purposes?  
NYS Ag & Markets Law states that Agricultural Districts must consist predominantly of viable agricultural land.  On average, 
districts statewide contain approximately 70 percent farmland. 

Why might someone want to take their property out of the Agricultural District?
A property owner that wants to develop their vacant land for either commercial or residential development may
want to remove their property from the County’s Agricultural District if the property is currently restricted from
hooking up to public water or sewer service by being in the district. For example, when towns and villages establish
a new water or sewer district that includes parcels located in the County’s Agricultural District they are almost
always required to adopt a lateral restriction law for that new water or sewer district. Essentially this means that
any vacant parcel that is in both the water or sewer district and in the County’s Agricultural District is prohibited
from tapping into that water or sewer line to receive water or sewer service as long as the parcel remains in the
County’s Agricultural District. The only time a property owner may remove their land from the County’s Agricultural 
District, by law, is during the 8 year review of that district. If you’d like to remove your property from the County’s 
Agricultural District a removal request form, available from the County Planning Department, must be filled out and 
returned to the County Planning Department by August 30, 2021; otherwise you will have to wait another 8 years to do so.

What if I don’t want my land removed from the Agricultural District? 
No problem.  If, after discussing your particular parcel with the Planning Department staff, you want your land to remain in 
the agricultural District, let them know and they will be sure it stays in the District.  

What is the Deadline? 
August 30th, 2021 is the last day to delete parcels from the 2021 Agricultural District 8 Year Review Proposed 
Modifications. The Broome County Legislature will vote on proposed modifications in November 2021 so that the Revised 
Agricultural District No. 5 can be certified by the New York State Commissioner of Agricultural and Markets on or before 
the deadline.    




