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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia & Greene Counties 
Board of Directors Meeting (via Zoom) 

June 1, 2021 
 
Present:  Billy Greer, Matt Maraglio, Alicia McCagg, Linda Levitt, Paula Van Meter, Roberta Keller, Virgilia Tegiacchi, 
Rebecca Pinder, Virginia Benedict, Josh Lipsman,  
Absent:  Nicole Bliss, Margaret Coyne, Bryan Frisbee, Sandra Gardner, Matt Luvera, Ryan Skoda 
Staff:  Evon Antonio, Angela Tallarico, Shaylyn Decker, Connor Young, Bipul Saha, Rebecca Polmateer, Linda Tripp, Abby 
Langdon 
Guests:  Katelyn Barnes, Valerie Lewis, Melina Jeune, Noshin Tasnim, Jordan Kammeyer 
 
Call to Order – Bill Greer, Association President, called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 
 
4-H Scholarship Award Presentations – Linda Tripp, 4-H Youth Development Issue Leader introduced this year’s 
scholarship awardees.  Each recipient introduced themselves and spoke about their future plans. 
Paul and Maria Morra Scholarship Trust: Katelyn Barnes, Valerie Lewis, Melina Jeune, Noshin Tasnim 
4-H College Scholarship: Jordan Kammeyer.  Following the presentation, the recipients left the meeting.  
 
Approval of meeting agenda – Josh Lipsman moved to approve the agenda; Matt Maraglio seconded.  Approved 
unanimously.   
 
Approval of May 4, 2021 minutes – Josh Lipsman moved to approve the meeting minutes; Virgilia Tegiacchi 
seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Executive Committee Report – Billy Greer, Association President 

• Association Constitution – Danielle Hautaniemi, CCE State Extension Specialist, advised Evon that a new 
template has been developed for association constitutions.  When she returns from vacation, Danielle will 
meet with the Executive Committee to review the process for updating the constitution.   

 
Finance & Human Resources Committee Report - Virginia Benedict, Committee Chair 

1) Financial Statements – April 2021 (board approval required).  Bipul Saha reviewed this monthly 
report.  Virginia advised the board that the committee discussed scheduling a meeting with Columbia 
County re: appropriation cut and advocating for restoration of prior funding level.  Virginia then 
requested a second to the Finance & Human Resources Committee motion to approve the April 2021 
financial statements.  Josh Lipsman seconded; no one opposed; no one abstained; approved 
unanimously. 

2) The new financial system, Acumatica, requires an alternate individual be authorized to sign off on 
transactions in the Executive Director’s absence.  Virginia asked for a second to the Finance & Human 
Resources Committee motion to authorize Connor Young as the alternate.  Billy Greer seconded; no 
one opposed; no one abstained; approved unanimously.   

3) Due to impending retirements, check signatories need to be updated.  Virginia asked for a second to 
the Finance & Human Resources Committee motion to remove Angela Tallarico and Linda Trip as 
signatories and add Shaylyn Decker and Rebecca Polmateer.  Matt Maraglio seconded; no one 
opposed; no one abstained; approved unanimously.  

4) Staffing Update – Evon Antonio advised the board that Shaylyn Decker has been selected to assume 
the role of Office Administrator.  The post for the Program Director has been extended.   
 

Program Reports – 
• 4-H Youth Development – Roberta Keller reported that the staff is busy with summer programming and 

preparing for the Fairs. 
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• Climate Change & the Environment Committee – Virginia Benedict advised the board that the committee 
hopes to hold the next meeting in person at the Siuslaw Model Forest.  Virginia then turned it over to 
Connor Young to provide programming updates.  Connor invited any interested board member to attend 
the committee meeting and take a tour of the SMF.   

• Agriculture and Natural Resources – Matt Maraglio reported that the committee is scheduled to meet on 
June 29  so there will be much more to report on at the next board meeting.  The staff is busy with many 
great programs.   
- Master Gardener Volunteers – Linda Levitt – first Master Gardener meeting with Sandra Linnell, the 

new Community Horticulture Program Coordinator, is scheduled for tomorrow.  Plant sale went well.  
Master Gardeners are present in the offices.   

• Family & Consumer Sciences – Josh Lipsman – the committee is scheduled to meet next week.  We are 
collaborating with ten other CCE’s on an anti-poverty initiative.  In our community it will be called Move 
Forward Columbia and Greene.   It's part of the poverty stoplight an international program to help people 
lift themselves out of poverty 

• Taste NY Market – Shaylyn Decker – reported that the Memorial Day weekend was very successful, 
exceeding 2019 figures.  Despite being down several employees, the staff did a great job. 

 
Government Relations – no reports. 
 
Executive Director Report – Evon Antonio 

• Provided an update on latest protocols related to COVID.  Josh Lipsman asked about resumption of in-
person meetings.  Discussion followed.  Hybrid approach may be considered. 

• Evon approached the Dyson Foundation about an implementation grant for the strategic plan.  They were 
receptive and asked him to submit an application.  

• Evon informed the board that there are quite a few things that need to be addressed at both facilities.  
Patrick Whitt, our new Facilities Coordinator, has been doing a fantastic job and provided a thorough 
needs assessment for both campuses.  Evon will schedule a Facilities Committee meeting once 
recommendations are finalized. 

• Linda Tripp’s retirement – Evon and Billy acknowledged all that Linda has done for the youth in our 
communities over these many years. Her work with 4-H has been extraordinary and she will be missed!  
Linda then shared some thoughts.   

 
New Business  
Billy asked those present if they would prefer to reschedule the July board meeting since it comes right off of the 
July 4th holiday.  No one indicated a desire to change the date so it will remain July 6. 
 
Adjourn 
Josh Lipsman moved to adjourn the meeting; Matt Maraglio seconded.  Approved unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes prepare by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 
 
   
 
 
 
 


