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Harmful Algae Blooms:
Avoid it and Report it!

continued on next page

Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs) occur most often during hot 
weather when blue-green algae, found naturally in waterbodies, form 
cyanobacteria that are harmful to humans and animals. 

The NYSDEC advises that people and pets avoid contact with 
suspicious blooms. If contact occurs, rinse thoroughly with clean 
water and seek medical attention if vomiting, nausea, diarrhea, skin, 
eye or throat irritation, allergic reactions, or breathing difficulties 
occur. 

Never let your pet swim in a suspicious 
bloom. Pets will ingest potentially toxic algae 
by licking their paws clean which can make 
them very sick. 

Multiple Harmful Algae Blooms 
(HABs) have been confirmed in 
Rockland since 2012. HABs occur 
most often in waters high in Nutrients 
(nitrogen and phosphorus). Many 
of our outdoor activities send excess 
nutrients to local waterways. Fertilizer 
can be particularly harmful. Per 
Rockland’s Lawn Fertilizer Regulation 
Act, fertilizer cannot be applied from 

Happy Plants 
= Healthy Soil 
+ Efficient 
Watering

Our Sustainable 
Landscapes series 
continues with MGV 
Donna DeSousa 
talking about her 
not-so-secret recipe 
to keep plants 
thriving.

read more on page 3

Let’s Connect!

on on 
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https://twitter.com/CCE_Rockland
https://www.facebook.com/RockCCE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/15205028
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbNooBxcg0OndD0TEiGVgzg
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Harmful Algae Blooms: Avoid it and Report it! (continued)

Hudson River Fish Advisory

Due to PCB contamination women and children should not eat any fish from the Hudson River. 
Some fish, such as the gizzard shad, are so contaminated that nobody should be eating that fish. Fish 
Advisory materials are available FREE from the NYSDOH website.

Environment

December 1st-April 1st or within 50 feet of 
surface water without a continuous, 10-foot 
minimum natural vegetative buffer, and 
phosphorus cannot be applied unless a soil test 
indicates the need. It should never be applied 
to impervious surfaces such as driveways and 
sidewalks. Directing car-wash soap to the storm 
drain is also a contributor, as many soaps 
contain phosphorus. Always wash your car in the 
grass.
What do Harmful Algal Blooms look like?

According to the NYSDEC’s HAB photo 
gallery, HABs may look like spilled paint on 
the surface, like clumps or parallel streaks, or 
have a bright green appearance. If you suspect 
you have seen one report it to the NYSDEC 

Harmful Algae Bloom Notification Page. The 
page includes where HABs have been confirmed 
or suspected in throughout NYS.
How do we contribute to algae blooms?

• Fertilizer must remain on the lawn and not 
enter the storm drain. Do not over-apply, 
apply prior to rain, or apply counter to 
County law. 

• Car-wash soap, pet waste, sediment, and 
other pollutants which enter the storm 
drain can lead to blloms. Direct soap suds 
to the lawn which will filter out nutrients 
and pollutants. 

• Leaves & Grass Clippings will clog 
storm drains and send nutrients to local 
waterways. 

https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/health_advisories/publications
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81962.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81962.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83310.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/83310.html
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Environment

Rockland County Conservation Service Corps

CCE has two Rockland 
County Conservation Service 
Corps members on-board this 
summer to teach the public 
about the Hudson River 
Fish Advisory. Due to PCB 
contamination, women and 
children should not eat fish 
from the Hudson River. Elena 
Finelli (left) attends James 
Madison University where 
she is majoring in Geographic 
Science with a concentration in 
Environmental Conservation, Sustainability and Development, and a minor in Italian.  Alicia Spencer 
(right) is attending McGill University working toward a major in Environmental studies and a minor 
in International Development.  On June 19th Elena and Alicia attended the Suffern Fishing Derby to 
spread the word on the Advisory.  The ‘go-fish’ game was a big hit with the community!

Sustainable Landscapes continues with Happy Plants

Happy Plants =  
Healthy Soil + Efficient Watering

Thursday, July 15, 7 - 8 PM
Online via Zoom
Free to Attend, Must RSVP

Master Gardener Donna DeSousa will 
discuss the composition and structure of 
soil and how the interaction of water and 
soil helps plants live. We’ll also learn how 
to keep soil ‘healthy’ and how to water 
efficiently for plant growth and water 
conservation.

Register online for Sustainable Landscapes.

About the Sustainable Landscapes:
The series features 9 sessions on topics 
that help residents reduce water waste at 
home, including: water-wise plant selection, 
managing lawns, rain gardens, and more.

https://cornell.zoom.us/webinar/register/6416251682316/WN_xLDjgpylQbqAxNOgQg2N0A


Horticulture

Sotted Lanternfly Spotted in Rockland County

The Spotted Lanternfly is an invasive species that 
has come to the Northeast United States from Asia. 
While the outbreak originated in Pennsylvania, it has 
now spread to New York including, Rockland County. 
These insects destroy crops, affect quality of life, and 
have the potential to rob the New York agriculture 
of millions of dollars. They also reproduce very 
quickly. We need your help to spot new infestations 
in Rockland County before the population is out 
of control. At this current time in the season, most 
Spotted Lanternflies are nymphs, as pictured below. 
If you see one of these, please take a picture, note 
the location, and send this information to the email 
spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov. You can also 
contact CCE Horticulture Educator Kristen Ossmann  
kno7@cornell.edu 845-429-7085 x 108

Spotted Lanternfly Photo taken by Marcus Octaviano on June 21, 2021 in Orangeburg, NY

Upcoming Events

Senior Citizen’s Day at the Lab

Every Wednesday
CCE’s Horticulture Diagnostic Lab

Contact the Horticulture Diagnostic Laboratory on any 
Wednesday and mention this ad to pay just $5 for your 
first diagnostic service ($10 per sample for each additional 
sample). 

mailto:spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov
mailto:kno7@cornell.edu
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4-H & Youth Development

Rockland County 4-H Member Wins Invisalign® 
ChangeMakers Award

Rockland County 4-H Member Harrison 
Gerson was selected as one of thirty 4-H 
members nationwide to win this esteemed 
$5,000 award that celebrates and highlights 
teens making an impact in the community. 
Through his involvement with his Jewish Youth 
Group, Harrison committed to championing 
inclusivity and ending bias. He wanted to 
challenge his peers’ ideas about people with 
disabilities by partnering with Best Buddies 
and integrating the Jewish and disabled 
communities at his school. Together they 
played games, talked about their differences 
and even prepared Hannukah packages for 
service members. Harrison also made a global 
effort towards inclusivity by connecting with 
youth group chapters around the world:

• Partnered his school with indigenous 
youth from the Navajo Nation to foster 
understanding of each other’s cultures

• Served as Global Partnership 
Coordinator for his youth group’s 
International Board

• Worked with the Jewish Abayudaya 
tribe in Uganda through virtual events

In Rockland County 4-H, Harrison actively 
participated in Teen Leadership Rockland, 
Building a Community Legacy Together, 
Cornell Career Explorations, and the 4-H 
Showcase in Rockland County and the New 
York State Fair. He recently graduated as 
salutatorian from North Rockland High 
School, and will be studying Sustainable 
Development at Columbia University. We are 
extremely proud of Harrison for his service and 
leadership, and congratulate him on all of his 
honors and achievements!

For more information about the Invisalign® 
ChangeMakers, go to the Invisalign 
ChangeMakers website and join the virtual 
ceremony on Invisalign’s YouTube channel on 
Saturday, July 10th, 2021.

ChangeMakers

https://www.invisalign.com/changemakers/
https://www.invisalign.com/changemakers/
https://www.youtube.com/invisalign
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4-H & Youth Development

Youth Raise Pheasants with DEC Program By Olivia Rose, age 13

Sisters Olivia Rose and Rebecca Rose, 
independent 4-H members and participants 
in the New York State 4-H Animal Crackers 
Program, volunteered to raise pheasants with 
the Department of Conservation’s Day-Old 
Pheasant Chick Program. For this program, 4-H 
members with proper brooding and outdoor 
facilities are encouraged to raise ring-necked 
pheasants for release on approved sites. The 
purpose of the program is to provide educational 
experiences for the youth, while also providing 
hunting opportunities for hunters, observational 
opportunities for the public, and habitat 
improvement projects for release sites. The Rose 
sisters received the day-old chicks in late-May 
from the DEC Richard E. Reynolds Game Farm 
near Ithaca, NY, and have been actively caring 
for the pheasants since then. 

Olivia, age 12 shares: “It was fun to watch 
them interact with each other and listen to them 
talk. I always thought I would learn a language 
like Spanish and French, but never thought I 
could become fluent in pheasant! I would be 
lying if I said they were easy to take care of, 
with them being so fast and flying around. It 
makes me sad that the pheasant population 
has decreased, but I’m glad that I can make a 
difference.”

Rebecca age 9 shares: “They eat ticks and 
there are lots of ticks! I like that I got to see them 
as one day old chicks and see them learn new 
things.” 

When they are old enough, the pheasants will 
be released to live free and wild…and eat ticks. 

Visit to the Day-Old Chick Program website 
for more information about the pheasant chick 
program. For information about 4-H programs, 
please contact Kristin Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.
edu  or visit the 4-H & Youth Development page 
on our website.

YCA Youth Identify Invasive Species in Kakiat Park

On June 10th, Youth for Climate Action 
members visited Kakiat Park to identify invasive 
species with Ann and Jerry Barry of the NY-NJ 
Trail Conference Invasive Strike Force. On 

their walk, the group observed mile-a-minute 
vine, garlic mustard, Phragmites (common reed 
grass), multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet, 
burning bush, and several other invasive species 

continued on next page

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7271.html#:~:text=Day-Old%20Pheasant%20Chick%20Program%20Through%20DEC%27s%20Day-Old%20Pheasant,the%20day-old%20chicks%20in%20April%2C%20May%2C%20or%20June.
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
http://rocklandcce.org/youth
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4-H & Youth Development

Young (and Adult!) Explorers Nature Hikes Return

This spring, youth and adults explored 
nature during hikes in Harriman State Park 
and Kakiat Park with experienced leaders, 
Jeff Solomon, founder of the National Camp 
Association, and Dr. Regina Alvarez, Assistant 
Professor of Biology at Dominican College. On 
these hikes, youth ages 8-13 joined Jeff S. and 
Dominican College students, Bethzabeth, Tania, 
and Madison, to learn about the various forms 
of life in the forest. Among their observations, 
the youth identified native and invasive species, 
differentiated evergreen from deciduous plants, 
and discussed interactions within the ecosystem. 
New this year, the adults went on separate hikes 
with Dr. Alvarez where they discussed invasive 
and native plants, the ecology of the areas, plant 
diseases, animals, and various organisms. 

The Young (and Adult!) Explorers Nature 
Hikes will continue twice a month through the 
summer and fall. Our next hike is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 14, at Harriman State Park. If 
you are interested in joining this hike or others, 
please visit our Young (and Adult!) Explorers 
Nature Hikes page or contact the 4-H Educator, 
Kristin Ruggiero, at klf37@cornell.edu.

that are harming the local environment. The 
facilitators explained how climate change 
can facilitate the spread of these species, and 
described ways that youth can combat their 
growth. A huge thank you goes to Ann and Jerry 
Barry for devoting their time and resources, and 
sharing their knowledge and experiences. For 
more information about invasive species and 
actions you can take, please visit the Invasive 
Species page on our website.

Youth Identify Invasive Species in Kakiat Park (continued)

http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/05/02/young-and-adult-explorers-nature-hike
http://rocklandcce.org/events/2021/05/02/young-and-adult-explorers-nature-hike
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
http://rocklandcce.org/environment/invasive-species
http://rocklandcce.org/environment/invasive-species
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4-H & Youth Development

Teen Leadership Rockland Class of 2021 Graduates

After a challenging year, the twenty-nine 
members of Teen Leadership Rockland Class 
of 2021 joined in celebration during their 
graduation on June 8th at Bolzano’s Italian 
Restaurant in Congers. For many, this was the 
first time seeing their peers in-person after seven 
months meeting virtually or in small groups.

Teen Leadership Rockland (TLR) is a 
collaboration between Leadership Rockland 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension designed 
to help high school sophomores develop 
leadership skills to support their communities 
and prepare for future careers. During this 
year’s program, students analyzed their 
leadership styles, practiced their ‘elevator 
pitches,’ evaluated their curated selves, met 
with legislators, and visited the Clarkstown 
Police Department and Clarkstown Court. 
Additionally, the youth participated in three new 
sessions including Healthcare and Emergency 
Services, Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion, and 
Making an Impact: Nonprofits and Community 
Service. A highlight of the program included 
interviews with local community leaders who 
offered a wealth of information about leadership, 
choosing careers, and living well. Though 
this year was unconventional, the youth were 
actively engaged, and we are extremely proud 

of their accomplishments and dedication. 
Congratulations to all of our participants, and 
thank you to the families for their support and to 
all of our presenters for devoting their time and 
resources to this exciting youth program!

Visit our Teen Leadership Rockland page for 
a list of the 2020-2021 facilitating organizations 
and topics. For more information about Teen 
Leadership Rockland, please contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu or by phone at 
(845) 429-7085 x 103.

YCA Members Share Experiences at Community Celebration

The thirteen members of Youth for Climate 
Action celebrated their year with a community 
celebration on Friday, June 11th, at Kakiat Park. 
During this event, the youth showcased their 

service projects and highlighted climate change 
issues and solutions related to invasive species, 
plastic pollution, vaping, and tree-planting. 
Joined by family, friends, program facilitators, 

continued on next page

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/teen-leadership-rockland
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
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YCA Members Share at Celebration (continued)

and community members, 
the youth were recognized 
for their accomplishments 
and service to the 
community. 

This celebration 
concluded the first year of 
the Rockland County 4-H 
Youth for Climate Action 
Program, which began in 
December, 2020. Designed 
with local community 
leaders, this program 
provided opportunities 
for youth to explore climate change issues on a 
global and local scale through demonstrations, 
discussions, and community science projects. 
The youth visited sites including the Clarkstown 
Solar Field, Minisceongo Creek, and local parks, 
and they connected with peers and community 
leaders to design, create, and implement service 
projects centered on climate change.

We are sincerely grateful to all of our YCA 
members, program facilitators, mentors, and 
advisory committee members, along with the 

families and community members who made 
this program possible. We are looking forward 
to starting our second year in December, 2021. 
Visit our Youth for Climate Action page if you 
would like to learn more about the program 
or join next year’s program, or contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu or by phone at 
(845) 429-7085 x 103.

4-H & Youth Development

YCA Members Plant Trees to Address Climate Change…
and Seek Information about Theft

On May 29th, Youth for Climate Action 
Members Ben Heilbronn, Andrew Shapiro, 
Sabat Ali, and Samantha Lee planted fifty white 
pine seedlings and two Eastern Redbud trees 
in Kakiat Park to address climate change. With 
the support of the Rockland County Division of 

Environmental Resources, the youth applied for 
and received white pine seedlings from the DEC 
School Seedling Program, and planted them in 
the pine stand on the Old Mill Trail to replace 
fallen and aging pines.

Additionally, after speaking with local 

http://rocklandcce.org/youth/youth-for-climate-action
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
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YCA Members Plant Trees (continued)

professionals, the youth chose to plant native 
Eastern Redbud trees to enhance the park’s 
diversity and attract pollinators. One tree was 
transplanted from Kennedy Dells County Park, 
while the other was purchased from Down to 
Earth Living with funding from the Rockland 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
With the help of the supervising Park Rangers, 
the students planted the trees in a location near 
the pavilion that would be visible to park visitors 
and educational groups. 

Unfortunately, the youths’ project did not 
have a happy ending. The two Eastern Redbud 
trees were stolen only nine days after the 
planting. As explained by the members, “We 
hoped to spread awareness of climate change 
and encourage others to plant trees. We cannot 
believe that someone would steal these trees, 
considering the amount of effort that went into 

planting them. We are hoping that the trees can 
be returned.” Anyone with information about 
the tree theft is asked to contact the Rockland 
County Division of Environmental Resources at 
845-364-2670, at which time the information 
will be provided to the Rockland County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Despite the theft, we are extremely grateful 
for the support from Marcy Denker, the Nyack 
Tree Committee Chair, Michael DiMola, the 
Park Operations Manager, Supervising Park 
Rangers Thomas Starr and Timothy Trimble, 
the Department of Environmental Conservation, 
and the Rockland County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. This was a great learning 
experience that could not have taken place 
without their time and dedication.

4-H & Youth Development
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Horses-R-Us 4-H Club News

4-H Members Bring Ag to the Classroom By Charlotte Slavis, age 10

Our 4-H group, Horses-R-Us participated 
in this year’s Agricultural Literacy Week. We 
read both 2020 and 2021 books virtually to 
Strawtown Elementary’s two kindergarten 
classes. 

The books we read were “Right This Very 
Minute: A Table-to-Farm Book About Food 
and Farming,” by Lisl H. Detlefsen, which tells 
about the different farmers who provide different 
foods. The other book was “Tales of The Dairy 
Godmother, Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish,” by Viola 
Butler. This book explains how people make 
ice cream. The kindergarteners really enjoyed 
having us read to them and were asking some 
crazy, silly questions too! 

I thought this was a fun and I would do it 
again! 

About Agriculture Literacy Week: 
Agriculture Literacy Week takes place every 
March, and is designed to teach youth about the 
source and value of agriculture as it affects our 
quality of life. During this week, volunteers read 
a book with an agricultural theme to elementary 
students and lead hands-on lessons with 
follow-up activities. The book is then donated to 
the school or classroom library.

Due to COVID-19 precautions this year, the 
event was held virtually. Volunteers read the 
book through videoconferencing platforms, and 
teachers received online resources, activities, 
and videos to supplement the book’s message. 
In Rockland County, 150 books were distributed 
to local schools, connecting thousands of 
elementary students to New York State 
agriculture.

For more information about the New York 
State Agriculture Literacy Week, visit the 
Agricultural Literacy Week page. To get involved 
in next year’s program, please contact Kristin 
Ruggiero at klf37@cornell.edu.

https://ny.agclassroom.org/programs/literacy/
https://ny.agclassroom.org/programs/literacy/
mailto:klf37@cornell.edu
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Horses-R-Us 4-H Club News

Horses-R-Us Volunteer at Equine Rescue  
By Jennifer & Charlotte Bodkin, and Marcy Camacho & Charlotte Slavis

The members of the 4-H club, Horses-
R-Us, started volunteering at 13 Hands Equine 
Rescue in Clinton Corners, Dutchess County, 
NY. 13 Hands rescues abandoned, abused, 
and slaughter-bound horses. They provide 
rehabilitation and retraining to the horses 
before finding them their forever home. Horses-
R-Us visited the equine rescue in April and 
June to help with whatever chores need to be 
done around the farm. They particularly enjoy 
grooming the mini horses that tend to grow 
very thick coats during the winter months and 
need some help shedding the extra hair before 
the warmer weather comes. The 4-H club even 
helps with picking the paddocks (disposing of the 
horse manure), which is a never ending job with 
over 50 horses on site! In April when the group 
was volunteering, 13 Hands received two new 
horses. The Horses-R-Us club was thrilled to be 
able to meet the new rescues and be the first to 
groom them and show them some love!

In addition to horses, 13 Hands also has full 
size and mini donkeys, rabbits, chickens, cats 
and some very friendly goats. The Horses-R-Us 
club plans on continuing their volunteer work 
at least once every other month at 13 Hands. 
The members enjoy learning more about horses, 
horse rescue, and what it takes to run a farm. 

As explained by 4-H Member, Charlotte 
Slavis, “I loved when we went to 13 Hands. It was 
so much fun! I loved how we got to groom the 
horses! At 13 Hands we pick paddocks, which 
means to pick up horse waste in the paddocks, 
and we groom horses and socialize them. All 
of the workers there are volunteers. I think 
it’s amazing that they take in animals that are 
unwanted and they bring them back to good 
health and then they try and get them adopted.”

If you would like to learn more about 
13 Hands and their beautiful horses up for 
adoption, please visit the 13 Hands Equine 
Rescue website.

https://13handsequine.org/
https://13handsequine.org/

