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One hundred years is a long time in anyone’s book, particularly if you are an organization that has 
been in existence that long.  In 1917-18 Woodrow Wilson was President, the US was entering WWI, 
the Great Influenza Epidemic would sweep the world and agriculture was the number one industry in 
Seneca County. 
Five years prior, the first Agricultural Extension Agent was hired in Broome County to help better the 
lives of farmers and their families.  Cooperative Extension is NYS was born and soon thereafter 
counties across the state founded their own Extension Associations known then as Farm and Home 
Bureaus.  The documents for the association in Seneca County were signed on December 29, 1917.  
In the 1950s it became two sister organizations, both still with a mission of supporting agriculture.  
Cooperative Extension of Seneca County served an educational role and Seneca County Farm Bureau 
became a policy and advocacy organization. 
Since we are pretty sure not much of note occurred between December 29th and January 1st, we 
chose to recognize 2017-18 as the Centennial of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County 
with a kick-off event organized by the Seneca County Farm Bureau in December 2017 and further 
events in 2018 organized by CCE.  The 100 years since 1917-18 to now have seen many changes but 
as you will see in some of our pictures, in many ways they remain the same. The technology may 
change.  New crops and industries may emerge.  But the mission has not wavered. For 100 years we 
have maintained the commitment to bettering the lives of now, not just farm families, but all the 
families of Seneca County.  From promoting healthy local foods in our home kitchens and schools; to 
providing youth with the skills to succeed through 4-H; to supporting our agricultural community 
with the latest technology, research, and expertise; to providing cutting edge information on 
recycling, sustainable energy and climate change, we continue to put “knowledge to work” to help 
our residents and neighbors make decisions that will improve their lives.
We could not do that without committed volunteers like Board members, 4-H Leaders, Master 
Gardeners and others.  Nor without committed organizations like Farm Bureau, our school districts, 
sportsman's clubs, our County Fair Board and like minded groups that want to make the world a 
better place.  We are very grateful for the active support we receive from our County government 
both elected and staff as well as State Senator Pam Helming and Assemblyman Phil Palmesano.  And 
of course we are Cornell Cooperative Extension.  The strong relationships we have to campus are 
integral to our success as an Association and benefit the residents of Seneca County.  Last, but not 
least, we have one of the most outstanding staffs in the system.  Without their dedication and 
expertise we could not do what we do.

As the Executive Director I need to say a special thank you to two Board members who served the 
last year of their terms in 2018 and will be rotating off.  Jolene Steele was appointed to a vacancy so 
we were able to keep her longer than 6 years.  She has been a joy to work with and as the Treasurer 
a strong supporter of our staff and our mission.  Phil Griswold, our President the last 3 years, has 
been an invaluable source of counsel, support, and good humor to me as well as a strong advocate for 
the Association in the community.  They are both truly irreplaceable. 

As we always say, this report only skims the surface and touches some of the highlights.  It has been 
a good 100 years.  We look forward to making a difference in Seneca County for another century.

Phil Griswold  
Board President

W. Averell H. Bauder 
Executive Director



• 1886 Malt House
• AmazonSmiles
• ARC of Seneca/Cayuga
• Barbara Sessler Memorial Fund
• Buckley-Wolf Scholarship Fund
• Buckskin Bowmen’sClub
• Cabin View Alpacas
• Cafe XIX
• Cassim Farm
• Cayuga Lake Creamery
• Cayuga Lake WineTrail
• Charlie and Marchael Heitmann
• Christ Episcopal Church, Willard
• Cobblestone Coffee Roasters
• Cornell AgriTech
• CCE Associations of Livingston, Ontario, Schuyler, Steuben, 

Tompkins, Warren, Wayne, &Yates Counties
• David and Bertha Stolfus
• DejaBrew (formerly Zenan)
• del Lago Resort & Casino
• Design Connect, Cornell University
• Don & Lisa  Freier
• Don& Ann Cobb
• Empire Farm Days
• Farmers Market Federation of NYS
• Finger Lakes Cider Alliance
• Finger Lakes Culinary Bounty
• Finger Lakes National Forest
• Finger Lakes Packaging
• Finger Lakes Radio Group
• Finger Lakes Tea Company
• Fleur  De Lis Brew Works
• Frontenac  Point Vineyard
• Ian Merwin/Black Diamond Farm LLC
• Ovid, Romulus, Seneca Falls &Waterloo Summer Rec 

Programs
• Interlaken, Lodi, Ovid, Seneca Falls, and Waterloo Libraries
• Janice Serven Memorial Fund
• Jeffrey Trout
• Jim Mitchell
• John Jahna
• Juneberry Farm
• Knapp Winery & Restaurant
• Kuneytown Sportsmen'sClub
• Linda Jahna Memorial
• Lively Run Goat Farm
• Lyons National Bank 

• Marshdale Farms
• Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge
• Muranda CheeseCo.
• Myer Farm Distillery
• Niagara Label
• NY Agricultural Land Trust
• NYS 4-H STEM Project Work Team
• NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets
• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
• NuCO2 Supply,LLC
• Ovid Community Garden
• Ovid Fire Department
• Prof. Rick Evans, School of Engineering, Cornell University
• QDMA Field to Fork
• Red Jacket Orchards
• Romulus, Seneca Falls, South Seneca, and Waterloo Central 

School Districts
• Rose Flack Memorial
• Rusty TillerSauder’sMarket
• S2AY Rural Health Network
• Seneca Cayuga ARC
• Seneca County Board of Supervisors
• Seneca County Departments: Emergency Services; Health; 

Human Services;  Office for the Aging; Planning & 
Community Development; Real Property Tax Services; 
Workforce Development; Youth Bureau: Sen Co. Employee 
Wellness Committee

• Seneca Co Agricultural Society
• Seneca Co Agriculture Enhancement Board
• Seneca Co Board of Supervisors
• Seneca Co Chamber of Commerce
• Seneca Co Farm Bureau
• Seneca Co Head Start
• Seneca Co Industrial Development Agency
• Seneca Co Literacy Committee
• Seneca Co. Partners for Children, Youth, & Families
• Seneca County Shopper
• Seneca Co Soil & Water Conservation District
• Seneca Co UnitedWay
• Seneca Co. Beef Producers
• Seneca Co Substance Abuse Coalition
• Seneca Falls Community Center/Rec Dept
• Seneca Falls Development Corporation
• Seneca Falls Farmers’ Market and Vendors
• Seneca Falls Rotary Club
• Seneca Meadows/IESI
• Seneca Towns Engaging People For Solutions (STEPS)
• Sharon Nelson Memorial Fund
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Cornell Cooperative Extension puts knowledge to work in pursuit of economic  
vitality, ecological sustainability and social well-being. We bring local experience  
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communities thrive in our rapidly changing world.
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Donors and Partnering Organizations Cont.

GRANT FUNDING SOURCES
• Cornell University Cooperative Extension
• Cornell University Dept. of Natural Resources
• Ducks Unlimited
• Federal Government Smith-Lever Funds
• Finger Lakes Eat Smart NY
• Genesee Valley Educational Partnership
• Midway Foundation
• National Rifle Association
• New York State
• New York State Dept of Ag and Markets
• NYS 4-H Foundation
• Rice Award
• Seneca County Youth Bureau/Board
• Tractor Supply Paper Clover Campaign
• United Health Care
• Wal-Mart
• Waste Solutions/Seneca Meadows
• Wilman Fund

Centennial Donors:
Brewer’s Septic & Port-Johns; Byrne Dairy; Community 
Bank; del Lago Resort & Casino; DeLong Company; Farm 
Credit East, ACA; Fleur De Lis Brew Works; Hon. Michael 
Nozzolio; Meadville Farm Pumpkin Patch; Myer Farm 
Distillery; Rodman Lott & Son Farms; Schrader’s Meat 
Market; Seneca Falls Rotary; Sheldrake 
Winery; Sinicropi Florist; Three Brothers 
Wineries and  Estates; Toro Run Winery; 
Upstate Milk; Waste Connections/Seneca 
Meadows; Westwind Farms

VOLUNTEER$ CONTRIBUTION
210 volunteers contributed  9078 hours valued at

$224,2136 in support of Seneca County CCE.
.

2018 Revenue through November: 
$725,581

Seneca County Cornell Cooperative Extension is supported by a 
unique partnership of  county, state and federal governments. This 
support includes both direct dollars into  the operating budget and 
indirect dollars paid in the form of fringe benefits, university  
resources and special project funding by Cornell University utilizing 
both federal and  state monies. Other sources of revenue include 
program participation and enrollment  fees, outside grants and 
contracts, restricted contributions and interest income. Since 2010 
we have grown the budget by approximately $150,000 and been 
able to reduce the County Share from 59% to 45.8%.

• Sharon Secor and Reed Balewski
• South Seneca Extended School Day Program
• Stan's Restaurant
• Three Brothers Winery
• Tastes of Wine Country
• Tractor Supply Center, Seneca Falls
• Vance Metal Fabricators
• Vandervoorde Memorial
• Waid’s Honey
• Wagner Valley Brewing  Co.
• Waterloo Container
• Waterloo Celebrate/Commemorate Committee
• Waterloo Farmers' Market
• Waterloo Rifle and Pistol  Club
• Waterloo Rotary Club
• Waterloo VFW Women’sAuxiliary
• Wegman’s
• Westwind  Farms

A Year of Farewells
We had several staff changes this year . In May 
Ag Economic Development Specialist Derek 
Simmonds resigned to take a position.  Derek 
was hired in 2013 and has left his mark on our 
county, particularly with his idea for the Finger 
Lakes Craft Beverage Conference, taking over 
the Finger Lakes Ag Report on WGVA, his 
work with Guy Lister and assistance to Juneberry 
Farms, and his programming co-ordination 
including scheduling successful workshops 
utilizing Cornell experts, Celebrate Seneca County Ag Night, and 
our bi-annual County Ag Tour.  in Auburn with the Cayuga 
Economic Development Agency as their Business Development 
Specialist.   A Farewell Reception was held during Celebrate 
Seneca County Ag Night at the Fair.

Nutrition Educator Sue Petersen Sue Petersen resigned her position as the Farm to School and General Nutrition 
Educator at the end of June.  Sue has been a great addition to the staff with an outstanding background 
in nutrition and an ability to work without direct supervision.  She was able to identify areas of need,
workshops to design, and groups to reach out to on her own.  

Susan Coyle resigned as 4-H Youth Development Educator to take a position at Monroe CCE . 
This was an opportunity for her to grow and move up with greater re-sponsibility in a larger area. 
To say she will be missed and has made a huge positive impact on the development of our animal 
science program and has been a positive influence on you youth and volunteers would be a 
massive understatement.  



2018 Programs

Agricultural Economic Development
With our vineyards and wineries, dairy and swine farms; acres of corn and soybeans 
and more, overseen by “English”, Amish, and Mennonite producers, we have a rich 
diversity of agriculture, making it the number one industry in Seneca County.  
SCCCE supports this industry with our Agricultural Economic Development 
Specialist, and  the four Agriculture Specialty Teams. Seneca County dollars are 
leveraged by bringing high level expertise to the  county with these regional teams 
specializing in vegetables, grapes, dairy, livestock, field crops, and small  farms as 
well as product processing.  The teams provide nearly 20 specialists to support our 
County producers.  

• Farm visits and consultations
• Corn Congress at the Quality Inn
• Soybean & Small Grain Congress at the Quality

Inn
• 2nd Annual Juneberry Festival in Willard
• “Celebrate Seneca County Agriculture” at the

Seneca County Fair
• Seneca County Ag display at Empire Farm Days
• Log-Based Mushroom Production Workshop
• Finger Lakes Craft Beverage Conference
• Seneca Produce Auction Assistance
• Beginning Maple Production workshop
• Finger Lakes Agriculture Report radio program
• Vineyard Tailgate Meetings

Response to August Floods
On the night of Monday, August 13 into 

the morning of the 14th, 2018 as the result of a 
severe weather event, over 7 inches of rain fell on 
the towns of Covert, Lodi, and Ovid in a matter of 
a few hours.  This resulted in dangerous flash 
flooding that lsent cars and homes into Seneca 
and Cayuga Lakes, forcing some people onto their 
rooftops for rescue. While the news media, state, 
and relief agency response focused on the 
residential devastation, less was known about how 
the storm affected the numerous farms with a 
variety of crops as well as vineyards supporting 
the Finger Lakes Wine industry in this area.  

Although temporarily without an 
agricultural agent on staff, utilizing the resources 
of the statewide Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Disaster Education Network, (EDEN) we 
responded to both the immediate and longer term 
needs caused by the flash flooding.  Working with 
members of the local Farm Bureau we responded 
to the flash flooding by conducting Ag Damage 
Assessments of fields and vineyards throughout 
Lodi, Covert, and Ovid that were then reported 
directly to Ag and Markets Commissioner Ball.  
We determined that although there were pockets 
of catastrophic damage such as the destruction of 
5 acres of organic corn seen on the left, 
agricultural producers fared better than expected 
with most of the damage occurring to farm lane 
ways, drainage tile and culverts.  This immediate 
action gave state decision-makers real time 
information and helped frame the state’s response 
to this latest severe weather event in our region. 
Additionally, the educational resources of the 
EDEN were adapted to provide residents with 
flood recovery information via social media and 
the "One Stop Shop" event at Sampson St. Park  
organized by NYS Senator Pam Helming that 
provided affected residents access to information. 
from NYS agencies and other aid organizations. 



Harvest New York's goal is to expand and enhance Cornell Cooperative Extension's 
regional agriculture programs to spur agricultural economic development in NYS. 
The team began in 2012 in Western New York,
expanded into Northern New York in 2016, and

now extends into New York City to better serve all of New York. Six
project areas are covered by Harvest New York Specialists: Dairy 
Food Processing and Marketing, Local Food Distribution and
Marketing, Urban Agriculture, Farm-Based Beverages, Livestock
Processing and Marketing, Farm Strategic Planning.  They are taking
 a lead role in assisting producers in Seneca County and across the state to prepare to meet the new 
Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) which requires farms and businesses producing foods to 
adhere to food safety standards. .

The Northwest NY Dairy, Livestock and Field Crops Team 
is one of the outstanding regional agricultural CCE programs in New 
York, serving a 10-county region in the western part of the state. 
The team's specialists work together with Cornell faculty and 
extension educators areawide to provide service to the farms large 
and small whether dairy, livestock, hay, corn, wheat or soybean 
focused. In 2018 a Precision Agriculture Specialist shared with the 
CVP was added to the team.  They are also lending support to area 
producers engaged with the state's exploration of industrial Hemp 
as a commodity.  The team continues to annually holds 2 regional 
meetings at the Quality Inn in Waterloo, the Corn Congress and the 
Soybeans and Small Grains Congress. 

The Cornell Vegetable Program serves a multi-county region in the 
western and central parts of the state. The team's Vegetable Specialists 
work together with faculty and Extension Educators to address the issues 
that impact the industry. The CVP provides educational programs and 
information to growers, processors and agri-business professionals, arming 
them with the knowledge to profitably produce and market safe and 
healthful vegetable crops, contributing to the viability of farms and the 
economic wellbeing of NYS. Specifically, our program focuses on food 
safety, variety evaluation, market development, pest management, and 
cultural practices.  The use of cutting edge technology and research  such as 
drones is a hallmark of the program. CVP staff continues to support the 
Seneca Produce Auction and actively work with county producers

The Finger Lakes Grape Program (FLGP) is a regional extension program of CCE serving the grape 
and wine industry of the Finger Lakes. The FLGP provides unbiased, research-based information to the 
region's grape growers in areas including vineyard and pest management practices, new vineyard 
establishment, farm business management, marketing and business development and more as a means 
of supporting the industry's growth and long-term sustainability.  Given the challenges of a changing 
climate and new pest concerns, the expertise and research provided by the program is critical to the 
County's wine industry, which ranks second in the state in the number of wineries.  SCCCE’s Executive 
Director continues to serve as the Chair of the FLGP’s Administrative Management Group.



County Recycling Education, Sustainable 
Energy, Climate Change Education
& Seneca GR&EEN

In 2018 for America Recycles Day we rolled out the revised county recycling 
website that was done by a group of students through Engaged Cornell.  The highlight of the 
site is a Google Map of Waterloo and Seneca Falls that much more clearly 
indicates when residents' pick-up day is.  We  again ran “clip and save” 
half page ads in the Seneca Shopper in April and November and the United
Way issue of The Reveille Between the Lakes that goes to every county 
household listing what can be recycled in the county.  We also purchased a
number of recycled ad specialties/promotional items to urge recycling in 
the county and the website.

• Seneca GR&EEN (Generating Recycling & Energy Education
Now) continues to present at Outdoor Education Field Day, our
CCE Legislative Day in Albany, Empire Farm Days, the NYS Fair
and other school and public events.  This year seven present and
alumni members, as well as CCE staff participated in the
Environmental Footprint Day for all South Seneca Middle
School students.  In addition to the opening presentation that set
the tone for the day, workshops included recycling, sustainable
energy with the energy bike, analyzing your carbon footprint,
climate change, college experiences and opportunities as well as
career opportunities in Environmental fields.

Outdoor Education Field Day Celebrates 50 Years
While the Association celebrated its Centennial, one of its cornerstone 
programs noted its 50th Anniversary.  Our Outdoor Education Field Day 
has been educating the county's 6th graders since 1968. This year it was
 again held at Sampson State Park and hosted 300 6th grade students 
from all four school districts. A day meant to expose students to a wide 
range of environmental and conservation issues, topics included, 
Watershed Management, Invasive Species, Tree Identification, Food
Systems and Climate Change, Black Bears in NYS, Geology and NYS Rock Types, the Carbon 
Cycle, Striving for a Sustainable Seneca County, Mammals of the Finger Lakes and others.  
Collaborators included the Cornell Institute for Climate Smart Solutions, Museum of the 
Earth, Montezuma Audubon Center, NYS DEC, NYS Parks and Recreation, Wayne County 
Gem and Mineral Club, CCE Seneca County, CCE Yates County, the Finger Lakes Institute, 
Ontario County Soil and Water, and Seneca GR&EEN. Kudos to 4-H Educator Susan Coyle for 
all of her work making this such an outstanding event that runs smoothly and truly reflects 
outdoor education topics.  A grant was procured from Seneca Meadows that allowed us to 
give each student a backpack that noted the 50th anniversary.    



4-H Program Spotlights

CHFFF: Choose Health: Food, Fun, and Fitness is a curriculum that 
teaches elementary age students healthy living and eating habits.  Our 4-H Issue 
Leader Rachel Williams is a lead trainer and thanks to funding from Wal-Mart and 
United Health Care run through the 4-H Foundation we are able to offer these 6 
hours of lessons in every school in the county.

4-H TIME TRAVELLERS- finished up their first year of study of life in the 1860s with a trip to Gettysburg and
a Living History Weekend at Rose Hill Mansion.  ED Ave Bauder, Leader Allison Sacheli, and her children Lucien
and Lydia who serve as Jr. Leaders, organized the Gettysburg trip for 12 adults and 13 youth who visited museums and
toured the battlefield with Ave and Allison acting as guides.  As a culmination of their club activities, the group had an
overnight camping experience on May 11th at Rose Hill Mansion in period tents.  The next day the youth demonstrated
to family and the general public many of the activities they did over the course of the year.  In 2018-19 the group is
focusing on One Room School Houses and what children learned in school in the 1860s.

4-H Tractor Safety
We mentioned last year the return of the 4-H Youth Tractor 
Safety program to Seneca County.  This summer at Empire Farm 
Days the NYS Tractor Driving Competition was held and first 
place was taken by Josh McGall who took our class last spring  
beating out a number of FFA participants.  Thank you to 4-H 
Volunteer Leaders Jared Marshall, Marshdale Farm, and Curtis 
Horning, Horning Dairy Farm, for coordinating and teaching the 
five week course and Susan Coyle for pulling the class together.

SOUTH SENECA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
In the fall we entered our 3rd year working with the South Seneca 
Central School District as part of their Extended Day Violence 
Prevention Grant.  Our 4-H After School Educator, Robin Houseworth 
is facilitating 4 different groups, a STEM groups at the Middle/High 
School in Ovid and separate groups for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grades at 
the Elementary School in Interlaken.  The groups have completed a 
range of 4-H curricula and activities including Rocketry; Choose 
Health: Food, Fun, and Fitness; Community Service Projects; 
Robotics; and Animal Science. 



HOME HORTICULTURE/MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM
Seneca County CCE Master Gardener Volunteers (MGV) were active in many ways throughout the county 
in 2018.  Every year they host a “Let’s Garden” Day on the first Saturday in March with three speakers on 
various topics. We had great speakers talking about container gardening, how to grow and use herbs and top 
gardening tips from the master gardeners.  We had over 35 people attend for a fun day of learning.

Shelley Pletcher, MGV, is very active with the Ovid Community 
Garden and hosted a “Garden Chat and Snack” at the Ovid 
Library for people to come and ask garden questions and get 
ready to plan their gardens.  She then was available throughout 
the growing season to help people who had plots at the garden 
who had questions or needed some research based information 
from CCE.  

The MGV’s also had displays and handouts available at the five 
Seneca County libraries that changed as the year progressed from 
seed starting and planning your garden, to helping with weeds 
and insects and diseases to putting your garden to bed.  There 
were also free seeds available.  This is a great way to get 
information out to all areas of the county.  

MGV’s also host a plant swap in early May so people can bring plants they have divided or grown to 
exchange with others so they can get some new and different plants for their gardens.  There are perennials, 
annuals, bulbs, houseplants, vegetable plants and even shrubs.  We had over 40 people attend and take home 
some new items.  The MGV’s are there and available to answer questions about any of the plants and what 
might work best for someone.

MGV’s did some community service by designing and planting a garden at Pathway Home in Waterloo, a 
comfort care home.  The gardens will be visible from the patients’ windows and also from the back porch 
where they and their families can visit.  It will be maintained by volunteers at the home. 

MGV’s are always present at Celebrate Seneca County Ag Night in July and at Empire Farm Days in 
August to hand out fact sheets and answer questions.
MGV’s also answer questions all year long when residents either call or stop in with bugs to be identified, 
plant diseases to be diagnosed or lawn and tree problems to be figured out.  Typically we answer well over 
100 questions throughout the season.  
 We also have a couple of MGV’s who make site visits to help with 
problems that are too big or complicated to be answered via a description 
over the phone.  Residents are always very grateful that we took the time 
to care about their landscapes and gardenshe Home Horticulture 
Department participated in the Cornell Garden Based Learning 
Leadership Certificate along with the 4-H and Nutrition Department.  We 
collaborated with the Ovid Library and South Seneca Schools to develop 
a school and community read, garden planting and a community 
celebration of sharing.  The community read book was “Seedfolks”, a 
collection of garden success stories involving diverse locations and 
people. This developed excitement in the community garden and 
promoted diversity in the school and community.  It was a successful 
collaboration between CCE and community groups that we hope to 
develop in the future.



SENECA COUNTY HUMAN ECOLOGY NUTRITIONPROGRAM

At a Glance- The Human Ecology Nutrition Program at SCCCE continued to serve Seneca County 
residents through a highly competitive New York State Ag & Market’s Farm to School grant.  We hired a 
new Farm to School Educator in the late summer, Candace Riegel, to help facilitate the program (15 hr/wk) 
along with the Farm to School Coordinator, Moira Tidball (12 hrs/wk).   This team also wears the hats of 
“Nutrition Issue Leader” (Mo) and “Nutrition Educator” (Candace) to offer additional food and nutrition 
programming for Seneca County.  Programing includes: food pantry nutrition education, The Wild Harvest 
Table, Food Preservation workshops, a monthly radio nutrition interview with Ted Baker on Finger Lakes 
radio group, nutrition activities with area schools and other partner organizations, the Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program, and nutrition education to the public in a number of venues like Empire Farm Days, 
news articles, Waterloo’s Celebrate Commemorate Memorial Day, and other local health fairs and festivals. 
Topical food and nutrition workshops for the public were held at our office throughout the year, such as a 
Sprouts Workshop, Baking Bread Workshop, Let’s Preserve It workshop series, and Yogurt Fermentation.

Farm to School– SCCCE received two more years of 
funding, 2018/19, from a NYS Agriculture and Markets Farm 
to School grant to work with all four school districts in the 
county, integrating local farm-fresh foods into the school 
meal system, promoting nutrition education in schools with 
the goal of increasing literacy around nutrition, health, and 
local agriculture. The SCCCE farm to school team introduced 
new local produce items to students by offering taste samples 
in the cafeterias of items, such as roasted Brussels sprouts, 
cauliflower, and melons. Recipe cards were created and sent 
home for families to try. We also work with the food service 
on special farm to school events, such as Farmer Fridays, 
where a NYS product is served as part of school lunch.  
Seneca Falls Central School District took part in the 
statewide Big Apple Crunch event and Senator Pam Helming 
participated as well (photo).  A quarterly Farm to School 
Newsletter is sent out and a Seneca County Farm to School 
Facebook page was created to share information throughout 
the county.



The Wild Harvest Table
Hunting and fishing is enjoyed by many residents of Seneca County and the 
Wild Harvest Table program is a resource for nutrition and preparation 
information to safely bring wild game and fish to the table.  This program is a 
perfect example of combining campus research with community needs. The 
program teamed up to pilot Field to Fork in NYS with Quality Deer 
Management Association which taught new hunters how to harvest and 
prepare white tailed deer.  Mo contributes a wild game recipe for the NYS 
Conservation Council’s newsletter and continues to share this Seneca County 
resource with the rest of the state.

Dietetic Intern
For the 7th year in a row, we were chosen to host a 
Dietetic Intern from Cornell as part of the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics testing requirements. This past 
fall we were joined by Becca Brennan who was a true 
asset to our office, helping with Farm to School, 
Farmers Market Nutrition Programming, wild game 
nutrition research and so much more.
Best of Luck, Becca!

Food Preservation Workshop Series
The Human Ecology Team offered a series of Food Preservation classes that covered techniques such as 
pickling, freezing, dehydrating, canning, pressure canning, and fermentation.  The NYS Master Food 
Preserver (MFP) training was offered in Seneca County in September as part of this workshop series and 
was sold out!  Taught by the NYS food preservation experts, Judy Price and Diane Whitten, this three day 
workshop graduated many new MFP volunteers to serve Seneca County. 

For the third summer in a row, FL Eat Smart New York was able to 
provide us with funds to hire a summer nutrition educator. Teresa 
Gable, who is also a local science teacher, provided education at 
the Seneca Falls Farmers' Market, food pantries, summer rec 
programs and other public venues.



Centennial Happenings 
The Charter establishing the Seneca County Farm and Home Bureau was signed on Dec 29th, 1917, so we 
marked  our "Centennial Year"  with events that began in December of 2017 with the Seneca County Farm 
Bureau but then continued throughout the year.   

The Farm Bureau organized event on December 9, 2017 at the Lott Farm 
had a great crowd, and good conversations as 
people looked at our displays and slide show. 
We received a proclamation from Sen. Helming 
and Assemblymen Kolb and Palmesano. The 
staff and volunteers worked hard to make this 
event a success and was a great kick-off to our 
Centennial year festivities. 

A major endeavor for the year was the production of The Seneca County 
CCE Centennial Cookery Book which was spearheaded by Nutrition 
Educator Sue Petersen.  We compiled 100 year old recipes from 
individuals and historical societies which we then combined with Seneca 
County agricultural facts from the 1910 Ag Census and figures on 
commodity prices from the 1918 era.  Original language was retained as 
much as possible with a "translation" list for things like a "pinch" and tips 
for how to work with old recipes .  We rolled out the book at the County 
Fair and also produced recipe cards for some select recipes that we used 
for samples.  Copies are still available for $10!

Celebrate Seneca County Agriculture Night
The central event in our Centennial Year was Celebrate Seneca County 
Agriculture Night at the Seneca County Fair.  The evening was extremely 
successful in large part thanks to the assistance of VP John McNabb who 
urged and then helped us make it like a Taste of Spring event emphasizing
 chefs pairing with local producers to create dishes to sample.  In addition 
to John representing Knapp’s Winery Restaurant, Café XIX, Stan’s, 
Wegman’s, and Mo with a Wild Harvest Table dish all participated. Our 
Eat Smart NY summer educator Teresa Gable also had samples and 
healthy recipes.  With the addition of beverages from Myer’s Farm Distillery, Cayuga Wine Trail, Three 
Brothers Wineries/War Horse Brewing, Fleur De Lis Brew Works, Finger Lakes Tea Company, Seneca 
Coffee House, Cobblestone Coffee Roasters and our Centennial Cake it made for a festive evening. We had 
displays and samples from Juneberry Farm and Riegel Family Farm, as well as our own Master Gardeners.  
Cabin View Alpacas, The Seneca Falls Farmers Market, Seneca County Soil and Water, Seneca County 
Farm Bureau, our Regional Ag teams including Cornell Vegetable Program Leader Julie Kikkert, and our 
vari-us CCE Seneca programs all had displays as well.   We stopped the festivities to present a certificate to 
Derek for his service and Farm Bureau President (and CCE Secretary) Ann Heizmann presented plaques to 
the Centennial Farms.  It was especially gratifying to have State Senator Pam Helming attend and present us 
with a Proclamation recognizing our Centennial.  With that we cut the cake and continued a great evening.  
Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a success.
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Bakery, Waterloo, NY, late 
1800’s
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The More Things Change the More They Stay the Same



“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, 
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities”

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Seneca County
308 Main Street Shop Centre, Waterloo, NY 13165

315-539-9251  www.senecacountycce.org

SENECA COUNTY CCE STAFF

Top Row:
W. Averell H. Bauder, Executive Director; Rachel Williams 4-H/Youth Development Issue Leader; Miora Tidball,
Human Ecology Issue Leader, Derek Simmons Agricultural Economic Development Sr. Resource Educator; Patti Paine,
Home Horticulture Subject Educator ; Susan Coyle, 4-H Youth Development Subject Educator
Bottom Row
Nancy Lamberson, Finance Coordinator; Sue Petersen, Nutrition Educator, Christie Brewer, Sr Administrative Assist.,
Robin Houseworth, 4-H Afterschool Educator; Candace Riegel, Nutrition Educator; Becca Brennan, Dietetic Intern

CCE Seneca Staff at the 2018 SBN Staffapalooza

http://www.senecacountycce.org/
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