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It’s official: Summer is off to a hot, steamy start. Much of our region had a fair amount of rain in recent days, 
but rain fall statistics still document drought conditions, so our gardens and trees are being stressed. Insect 
pests will add to this stress.  

A Watertown Master Gardener (MG) reports leaf miners (a teeny larva that feeds between the leaf layers) 
on her turnips. Their damage is often only cosmetic but affected leaves should be removed. Of more concern 
are MG reports of cucumber beetles invading gardens in Calcium and at the Watertown Urban Mission 
Garden. These brown and yellow striped pests damage both leaves and fruit, so examine your plants 
carefully to get control as soon as possible. A floating row cover over cukes, pumpkins, melons, and squash 
plants now may be very helpful, but be sure to remove this barrier when the plants start to flower to allow 
pollination. If the beetles do appear, try Neem oil spray (kills on contact) or kaolin clay for suppression. 

Our region is currently experiencing the worst gypsy moth invasion we’ve seen in years. MGs have noted the 
oak trees at Wellesley Island Nature Center, DeWolf State Park, and the Boulder Ridge area of Watertown 
have been particularly hard hit. This pest also attacks aspen, apple, birch, crabapple and willow trees. This 
will have a compounding effect on trees that are already stressed by drought conditions. Watch for the gypsy 
moth egg masses on trees, firewood, and outdoor furniture. Manually scrape them off into soapy water, 
being careful not to let eggs fall on the ground where they may survive and hatch. 

On a much more pleasant note, the MG Urban Mission Garden is flourishing. We’ve already harvested about 
55 pounds of produce for the Urban Mission Food Pantry, including radishes, onions, lettuce, turnip greens, 
sage, arugula, and about 40 lbs. of strawberries! Cucumbers, peas, squash, potatoes, garlic, beets, and 
asparagus are coming along well, in spite of our battle with asparagus beetles. 

Local produce for all can be found in our region’s many farmers’ markets; some offer meat and dairy 
products as well. The Copley House in Chaumont is starting a Farmers Market this month. Be sure to check 
out the CCE website (www.ccejefferson.org/local-foods/buying-local) for information about these and other 
opportunities to BUY LOCAL. 

Our Sackets Harbor MG reports that the Hay Memorial Library pollinator garden project is a big success. In 
Watertown, another of our MGs is working with the New Hope Baptist Church to design gardens which will 
include a pollinator garden, and a garden celebrating military families with flowers that represent hope, 
pride, love, and service. 

We encourage all gardeners to look for opportunities to promote or create such gardens in their own 
communities. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
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