
Conservation and Forestry:  
 
Erin Petit is a NYS DEC Forest Ranger 
for Otsego County. She was inspired to 
go into conservation and forestry while 
attending SUNY ESF. Growing up she 
always was an “outdoorsy” person and 
when she learned about the SUNY 
ESF Ranger School program, she was 
intrigued with the curriculum. She went 
on to graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in Natural Resource 
Management and an associate degree 
in Forest Technology. According to 
Erin, most people get into the field of 
conservation and forestry after being 
exposed to the job while attending an 
environmental college (like herself) or 
have always wanted to be a forest 
ranger due to their love of nature and 
wildlife. Some entry-level jobs that 
people often hold before attending the 
academy include forester, wildlife 
technician, assistant forest ranger and 
more. Really any job in the 
environmental field is a great way to get 
experience. 

Erin Petit 
 
As a forest ranger, her main responsibility is the protection of lives and resources. Forest 

rangers are there to ensure that people are prepared for when they head out into the wilderness and 
ensure that our natural resources are not being exploited. They are also involved in wilderness search 
and rescues, wildland firefighting and enforcing environmental conservation law. On a typical day, she 
wakes up and gets to decide where she wants to patrol! She can head out to the forest and hike, 
kayak, snowshoe, cross country ski, conduct snowmobile patrol and so much more. She works 
independently almost every day; this means that she needs to be very self-motivated and comfortable 
with being by herself in the woods. To be a forest ranger you must be able to navigate through the 
woods and communicate well with people. This job involves dealing with the public almost daily 
through incidents, recreation or law enforcement.  

To become a forest ranger, she had to take the Forest Ranger Civil Service exam, a physical 
ability test, go through a background investigation, psychological exam, interviews, and then a 7-month 
academy. Following her graduation, she had a 2-month training program and then was out on her 
own. Becoming a Forest Ranger takes a lot of hard work and motivation, but Erin says to never give 
up! In the end it is totally worth it, and she says that you will have the best job. She took this job to 
help people and protect our resources and says that she would not trade it for anything else.  
 


