
Agriculture Educator  
  

Rayne Ives is an Agriculture Teacher 

and FFA Advisor at Remsen Central 

School. Growing up, Rayne lived on a 

dairy farm and knew that she wanted to 

be involved in agriculture for her future 

career. When going to college, she 

originally never even had agricultural 

education on her radar! She received 

her associates degree in Ag Business 

from SUNY Cobleskill and bachelor’s 

degree in Animal Science from Cornell 

University.  

Afterwards, she worked at Farm 

Credit East as a loan officer for 2 years. 

Following the move of the Farm Credit 

East office location, she learned about 

Remen starting an Ag Program. She did 

not have any teaching experience prior 

to starting, so she began by just jumping 

into it. She received her first teaching 

certificate due to having adequate work 

experience, and then was required to 

complete her master’s degree. She now 

has a Master’s in Ag. Education from 

SUNY Oswego.  
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As an agriculture teacher and FFA advisor, Rayne must have a diverse knowledge of agriculture, 

a passion for education and enjoy working with students. She teaches 5 classes a day and teaches 

grades 7-12. Every day is completely different. Typically, there are also multiple FFA activities each 

month. Her days are spent teaching, lesson planning, learning, researching and working on what she will 

do in her classes in the future. She says that as an agriculture teacher you must be willing and able to 

continue to learn new things every day and embrace change. There is so much to learn in ag education 

and about the ag industry. You also have to be patient with yourself along the way as you learn new 

things.   

Most people get into this career field by being FFA members themselves in high school. Then, 

people interested in this career can get a teaching job after college or finish their master’s and do student 

teaching, then find a program to get hired into. According to Rayne, working as an agriculture teacher is a 

wonderful career opportunity! She says that there is something new every day, and it is always exciting. 

Working with the kids has been very rewarding and when there are challenges, she says that you 

absolutely cannot find a better support network than other Ag Teachers! The NYAAE (NY Association for 

Ag Educators) and various Facebook groups for Ag Teachers are great resources for student’s 

professional development.  


