
Recent educational programming by CCE Onondaga includes:
• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Planning and Management Webinar - 3/1/21
• Landscaping for Shorelines Webinar - 5/6/21
• Invasive Species and iMapInvasives Webinar - 6/10/21 

Stay tuned for additional programming to be announced! 

Resources from workshops are posted to the CCE Onondaga website at: 
www.cceonondaga.org. If you’re not on our mailing list, be sure to sign up 
for notices about upcoming programs (1-2 emails per month): http://eepurl.
com/bQ22XP

The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to protect the water 
quality of Skaneateles Lake, a treasured resource that serves as the primary 
drinking water source for Skaneateles and the City of Syracuse. The City of 

Syracuse has funded this program since its inception in 1996. 

Keep reading for more information on water quality happenings in the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed!

Skaneateles Lake Education Program Update! 
Camille Marcotte, Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County

Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County programming in the 
Skaneateles watershed brings workshops, trainings, educational materials, 
volunteer and stewardship opportunities, and updates related to water 
quality protection to the watershed community. 

The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to:
• reduce non-point source pollution in the watershed
• improve watershed health and water quality
• connect residents, homeowners, farmers, landowners, and municipal 

officials with information and opportunities to implement evidence-based 
best practices for protecting water quality

• fulfill the City of Syracuse’s filtration avoidance waiver

Our next program on transitioning your lawn to a meadow will be held on 
Wednesday, July 14th, 2021. Details will be posted to the CCE Onondaga and 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed websites. Stay tuned for programs on topics 
like: green infrastructure and stormwater management, stream systems, and 
road salt to be held later this year.

We have been posting sustainable landscaping tips to protect water quality 
on our social media. Make sure you are following us on: 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/CCEOnondaga 
 Twitter: twitter.com/CCEOnondaga 
 Instagram: www.instagram.com/cce_onondaga 
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Land Acquisition A Win for Skaneateles Lake
Finger Lakes Land Trust

The Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) recently acquired 102 
acres nestled among the rolling hills of southern Cayuga 
County. The property is bordered to the north by Bear 
Swamp State Forest and contains 2,275 feet of frontage 
on Bear Swamp Creek, a critical tributary to Skaneateles 
Lake. The property also contains 26 acres of wetlands, 
springs and streams, mature forest, and a trail system.

The FLLT purchased the property from Brenda (Bean) 
Contento, who spent her childhood farming, hunting, and 
foraging on the land with her family. She seems to have 
memories of every corner of the property and describes 
herself as being “both sad and thrilled” to have sold the 
land and to know that it will continue to be protected. 

Conserving the property protects Skaneateles Lake—the 
source of drinking water for the City of Syracuse. The FLLT 
prioritizes securing hillsides in this area, known as the Skaneateles Highlands, especially those adjacent to Bear 
Swamp State Forest. The organization intends to transfer the property to the state in the future as an addition to 

the forest.

This is the FLLT’s seventh conservation project on Bear 
Swamp Creek, where it has already protected 4.5 miles 
of streambank. Nearby, the FLLT recently acquired a 
68 acre property that protects nine tributaries, steep 
hillsides overlooking the lake, and 4,300 feet of frontage 
on Glen Haven Road in Niles. Other conserved lands 
here include the FLLT’s Bahar Nature Preserve and three 

privately owned properties protected with conservation 
easement agreements held by the FLLT.

Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District Awarded $50,000 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service ‘Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative Grant’ for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Monitoring and Control in 

Otisco and Skaneateles Lake Watersheds
Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician, Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District

Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District (OCSWCD) has been awarded a $50,000 federal grant 
under the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. These funds will 
aid in the monitoring and treatment of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) on Eastern Hemlock trees in the Otisco 
and Skaneateles Lake watersheds. HWA is an invasive sap-sucking insect that feeds on hemlock trees at the 
base of the needles. The trees can succumb to HWA in four to ten years. In 2015, in an effort to minimize the 
spread of HWA, the City of Syracuse Department of Water collaborated with OCSWCD, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Onondaga County, and volunteers to plant 100 six-foot Eastern Hemlock trees in an effort to grow 
populations of biological controls that would feed on HWA. 

(continued on next page)

Parcel acquired in Niles in December 2020; photo credit: Bill 
Hecht

Bear Swamp property; photo credit: Rob Howard 



(continued from previous page)

Eastern Hemlocks are a crucial species to the Otisco and 
Skaneateles Lake watersheds which provide drinking quality water 
to 485,000 residents of Onondaga County. Eastern Hemlock trees 
grow on steep slopes providing soil stability (protection from soil 
erosion) and a unique ecosystem for flora and fauna. With these 
funds, approximately 1,500 Eastern Hemlock will be treated across 
the watersheds. OCSWCD is partnering with the Otisco Lake 
Preservation Association and the Skaneateles Lake Association 
(SLA) to implement this grant.

“The late and great lake ecologist and SLA board member 
Robert G. Werner coined it most appropriately that if we lose the 
Hemlocks, we lose the lake,” said SLA Executive Director Frank 
Moses.

Currently, the District Arborist and Assistant are preparing trees for 
treatment in the next few weeks.

New Finger Lakes “Coalition” Hosts Lake Friendly Awareness Event 
Skaneateles Lake Association

From May 2nd to May 8th, the newly established Lake Friendly Living Coalition of the Finger Lakes hosted their 
inaugural ‘Lake Friendly Living Awareness Week.’ 

Seven Finger Lakes collaborated to educate and engage watershed residents, local governments and businesses 
to adopt practices that protect and preserve our lakes for sustainable water quality, recreational use, and 
tourism. The week of events included multiple free resources and virtual education sessions with experts 
discussing topics related to lake friendly living practices.

The event was also an effort to encourage residents and businesses to show their support by “Taking the 
Pledge” to incorporate lake friendly living practices into home and/or business activities. They can also serve as 
Lake Friendly Living advocates by posting yard signs provided by the associations. 

Local experts from Skaneateles Lake provided various presentations on how to help our lakes. Camille Marcotte, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County, presented on shoreline landscaping. Dr. Dana Hall, Skaneateles 
Lake Association (SLA) board member and President of the Owasco Lake Watershed Lake Association, presented 

on saving Eastern Hemlocks by addressing the invasive forest 
pest Hemlock Woolly Adelgid. SLA Executive Director Frank 
Moses shared ways to engage as a citizen scientist. 

Other presentations included: “Nature’s Best Hope” by Doug 
Tallamy; “Creating an Earth Friendly Landscape” by Janet 
Allen; and “Native Plants: Lake-Friendly by Nature” by Dan 
Segal; and more. Links to recordings of the presentations and 
information on why and how to take the “Lake Friendly Living 
Pledge” for each participating Finger Lake can be found at 
www.flrwa.org/lake-friendly-living. 
 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid on a Hemlock branch

http://www.flrwa.org/lake-friendly-living
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This newsletter was created by Camille Marcotte of Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga 
County and Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse Water Dept. Special thank you to our partnering 

contributors.
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programming in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed is 
provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Stay connected! 
Join our Water Quality List-serve to receive digital WAVE Reviews, event announcements, and more. 

Skaneateles Watershed Residents and those looking to protect water quality
in their community are encouraged to join.  

List serve accessible through this direct link http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP or by visiting our website at 
www.cceonondaga.org and searching for our ‘Skaneateles Lake’ landing page.

 
Don’t forget to check out the new Skaneateles Lake Watershed website at www.skanlakeinfo.org

Important Contacts for the Skaneateles Watershed

Cayuga County Health Department 315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department 607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits (Onondaga & Cayuga) 315-426-7438
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits Sub-office (Cortland) 607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response 800-457-7362
NYS DEC Region 7 Water & Wastewater (Stormwater, Dam Safety, Flood Control) 315-426-7500 
Onondaga County Health Department 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles) 315-448-8366

http://www.skanlakeinfo.org

