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7:00 P.M. Wednesday February 24, 2021 Minutes 

I. Call to order 

Humphreys called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM. 

II. Attendance 

The following persons were present: Brymer Humphreys, Mike Cosgrove, Paul Snider, Paul van Lieshout, Kathy 

Pilbeam, Matt Pawlusik, Marty Broccoli, and Remi Link. 

Guests: Keith Schiebel and Howard Regner 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Motion by Broccoli to approve November minutes as submitted. Second by Snider. Motion carried.  

IV. Public Hearing for Agricultural District 4 – Humphreys open the public hearing for Agricultural 

District 4 at 7:10 P.M. and asked for any comments from the floor. Mr. Schiebel nor Mr. Regner had 

comments. Humphreys ask if there are any additional comments from the board. None submitted.  

Motion to approve applications for District 4 by Cosgrove. Total number of acres to be submitted to the 

Board of Legislature for Agriculture District 4 is 27,751.7 

Second by van Lieshout. Motion carried. 

Motion by Broccoli to close the public hearing.  

Second by Pawlusik. Motion carried. 

Humphreys closed the floor at 7:12 P.M. 

V. Board Terms – Three position to the Board are needed. Nominations for Humphreys and Snider were 

put forward. 

Motion by Cosgrove to nominate and re-appoint Humphreys & Snider to the Board.  

Second by van Lieshout. Motion carried. 
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Motion by Broccoli to nominate Bill Paddock to fill the vacant position left by Cassidy.  

Second by van Lieshout. Motion carried.  

VI. 2021 Open Enrollment Application – Pawlusik presented eight applications with maps for the 2021 

Agricultural District Open Enrollment to the Board.  

Motion by Cosgrove to approve the eight applications presented. 

Second by van Lieshout. Motion carried. 

VII. Solar Discussion – Broccoli informed the Board that he recently met with OC Planning Department to 

discuss the increasing solar array projects in the county. The Farmland Protection Board has drafted a letter 

on their position towards projects. Van Lieshout acknowledged while preserving farmland through the state 

Farmland Protection Implementation Programs, solar array incentives from the state seem to be in conflict 

with that preservation program. Discussion to incorporate into the letter on the solar position of the Board 

that they do not support using public funding on projects that are on prime farmlands.  Link and Broccoli 

will work on the language and forward to the Board for approval.  

Mr. Schiebel stated that Towns are struggling with this topic and are looking for guidance. He suggested that 

the topic of solar should be incorporated into the 2019 OC Agriculture Friendly Guide. 

 Link will work with Pawlusik on a solar section to update the guide. Once updated, this information can be 

shared with the Towns electronically and posted on the appropriate websites.  

Mr. Regner provided his perspective on solar array projects. These projects can be a significant tool to aid in a 

farm’s income stream. While agreeing that siting of these projects should be on under-utilized land, he states 

that sometimes locations of prime soils can be subjective to misconceptions. He referenced an example of soil 

that is classified as prime may not be if the soil depth is shallow because of bedrock. He urged the Board to be 

impartial.  

VIII. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM. 

NEXT MEETING: TBA  2021 


