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CCE Oneida County Agriculture has a facebook group 
Join our group today at:   
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Upcoming Events 

COVID VACCINES for your farm employees 
FREE, Administered at your farm 

 NYCAMH (New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health)  
is coordinating locations to give COVID vaccines to H2A OR agricultural 
workers.    

 NYCAMH staff will come to the farms to do the paperwork and give the 
vaccines.   

 Requirements: Over age 16 years old, Farm worker, H2A workers or non 
H2A workers 

 NYCAMH will assign appointments dates and times and will try to 
coordinate these with neighboring farms 

 NYCAMH staff will be present on the farm to help with paperwork 
completion 

 Bilingual safety specialists will be available to assist with the paperwork 

 NO cost to the farm or workers 

 Time away from work will be approximately 30 minutes 
If your farm operation is interested in having NYCAMH come to your farm for 
the vaccinations, please call Kathy Smith, 607-547-6023. 

Interested in Joining Farm Bureau?  
New Membership promotion!  

March – June Promotion - $129  
valid for the remainder of 2021 and all of 2022.  

rate valid March 1, 2021 - June 30, 2021 
Join online or contact your area Farm Bureau Representative  

https://members.nyfb.org/join001#vaff 

Residential Agricultural Discount Program 
Is your farm business paying more for its electric delivery service 
than it needs to? The RAD Program is an electricity rate discount 
available to farm businesses which have a residence connected to  
the same electric meter as the farm business.  
New applications, and yearly renewals if you already participate in 
the program, need to be submitted by JULY 1st,  
If you have a residence on the same electric meter as your farm  
business and you file with IRS as a farm business with either an: 
IRS - Schedule F (Form 1040) or, IRS Form 1120, 1120S, or 1065, 
you can apply for this Discount, even if you generate your own  
electricity.  
Applications are available on your utility company website, along  
with eligibility criteria and other information. Or you can contact  
your utility company directly.  
National Grid website: 
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Agricultural-Discount 
NYSEG website: https://tinyurl.com/25fuu59r  
The Residential Agricultural Discount Program is funded through 
the NY Power Authority - ReCharge New York program. 
Contact your service provider if you have questions. 

https://members.nyfb.org/join001#vaff
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Agricultural-Discount
https://tinyurl.com/25fuu59r


Upcoming Events 

Farm Flash is available in full color on our website  
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

CNY Fiber Arts Festival 

June 12-13 10am - 4pm 
$6 or 2-day pass for $10 
Children under 12 free 
Butternut Hill Campground 
6893 US Route 20 
Bouckville NY 13310  
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With Higher Ration Grain Costs Forage Quality Remain Boss 
By ML Collins 

Striving to grow, manage and harvest high quality, homegrown 
forages always has a positive impact on a dairy producer’s bottom 
line.  Enter in the challenge of rising grain prices and the continued 
volatility in milk prices and you are likely asking yourself “What 
changes can I consider to manage my way through these high 
prices?” Keep in mind the cows’ basic nutrient requirements of 
water, protein, energy, vitamins and minerals have not changed.  
But how you pool your on and off farm resources to provide the 
necessary nutrients may need to be reevaluated and changed.  
Focus on forage NDFD: 
By the time this newsletter goes to print, first cutting for silage hay 
crop will be underway.  Capturing the quality and maturity level of 
your first cutting remains important and can help set the stage for 
ensuring subsequent cuttings are captured at their peak.  Putting 
up high quality forages this growing season can give you an 
alternative to feeding larger quantities of higher priced protein 
sources.  Focus on quality, not quantity in your cuttings to ensure 
you are capturing NDFD levels.  Digestibility of your forages is key.  
If your cows cannot digest it, they cannot reap the benefits of the 
nutrients the plants are providing.  High quality, digestible 
carbohydrates fill the rumen and provide the rumen bugs with 
energy to produce microbial protein. Cows have an amino acid 
requirement, not a crude protein requirement.   This microbial 
protein is a key source for amino acids. Amino acids are the 
building blocks of protein for the cow and contributes to milk 
protein. Pay attention to NDFD levels, they are important when 
considering forage to concentrate levels.  
  
Do not give up protein: 
Have you noticed the trend in 
component pricing?  Protein has 
consistently been paying two times as 
much as milk fat.  Take home 
message: DO NOT give up protein.  Do 
not be quick to pull grain out of your 
ration if it is working for the herd. Do 
not subject your herd health, 
reproductive program and peak 
lactation to adverse risks in an attempt 
to save some money.   

Starch makes milk:  
Your cows do not care that grain prices 
are rising. They still need energy from 
the ration.  Depending on how much 
corn grain your ration relies on, turning 
to by-product feeds may be a fit.   



continued...  
 
If the prices are competitive and there is room in the ration for an 
alternative feed source that helps meet the energy needs, 
consider it. Work with your nutritionist to explore some 
alternatives like hominy or wheat midds.  An additional resource 
to keep in mind and to ask your nutritionist about is the computer 
software SESAME. SESAME is a computer software developed by 
Dr. Normand St-Pierre at The Ohio State University for using 
prices and composition data of feedstuffs traded in a given area 
to estimate the unit cost of nutrients and calculate the breakeven 
prices for the respective feedstuffs.  If you decide to explore by 
product feeds or alternative starch resources, having timely 
pricing information and breakeven amounts at your fingertips can 
be advantageous.  Follow this link to download the free software: 
http://www.codestarsoftware.com/files/sesame-full-
unprotected.zip.  
 

2021 Corn Silage Harvest: Crush It! 
Yes, it is a ways off. Optimize the energy content of your corn 
silage by processing the kernels.  Do not just nick the corners, 
crush the kernel.  If you are in a position to feed your own corn 
grain, that is great, but get the most out of it.  Consider a finer 
grind because courser material may pass thru undigested. 
This is not the first time input prices for dairy rations have spiked, 
more than likely it will not be the last.  Plan ahead to avoid 
making a management change that will negatively influence your 
production, herd health and milk income potential. 

Oneida & Herkimer Counties Seek Broadband  
Input from Residents & Businesses  
Survey Now Available Online  
Oneida and Herkimer counties are urging residents and businesses 
to participate in an online survey hosted by the Mohawk Valley 
Economic Development District that will help to assess broadband 
needs and advance availability.  
“This survey is the first step in bridging the digital divide in Oneida 
County,” said Oneida County Executive Anthony J. Picente Jr. “It 
has never been clearer than during this pandemic how vital reliable 
access to broadband is to our residents and businesses. From re-
mote learning to online meetings to virtual healthcare to ordering 
products and supplies, being connected to the internet has become 
an absolute necessity. We must ensure that all of our communities 
are on equal footing.”  
The survey is available at http://www.mveddbroadband.comuntil 
Aug 7, 2021. Participants will find separate surveys for residents 
and businesses of each county, as well as an internet connection 
speed test. 
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The Cream of the Crop 
Getting your farm’s best foot forward towards consumer purchases 

By Alicia Luhrssen-Zombek 

It is the growing season and that means harvest and selling season 
as well. You may want to up your farm business game with good 
quality photos. In marketing your farm, visuals are what grabs a hold 
of your consumers' attention and gets them to the next step...buying 
your product. You need photos for all your farm streams of 
communication from your website, social media platforms, hard print 
adverts, and even retail passive descriptions.  
 

Here are some tips for great farm and farm product photos. 
 

Landscape | Farm Perspective Views: 

1. Natural light is your friend...just not too much or too little. 

 Harsh light (natural and or made) will flatten your photograph as well as 
wash out your true colors. Shadows can distract and disconnect items that 
you are highlighting. 

 A good rule of thumb, choose morning or evening light for outdoor 
photography. A great time to capture an amazing landscape photo. Great 
time for livestock and field photos.  

 Overcast days are your friend. Clouds make a great lightbox over the sun 
and soften shadows. Avoid dark, intense storm clouds for yourself as well as 
for the photos.  

1. Check your background before you click: 

 Move your lens to pick the best position. You may need to move yourself 
to avoid powerlines, fences, and compost piles, etc. 

 You want nothing to distract from the main purpose of your image. 
Instead, use the various landscape to promote the main highlight of your 
picture.  

1. Focus: 
Make sure your composition moves. Find the main object your viewer should 
see first, make sure it is in focus. Find the other parts of your image that 
moves the eye to your focus. We call these parts, your sub-ordinates in the 
design world. Here you can make sure these sub-ordinates highlight your 
focus and create a complete picture.  
Individual Product Focus: 

1. Use simple backgrounds. 

 Shooting photos with a very simple background will ensure the focus is 
on your product and not on whatever is behind or underneath.  

1. Create an easy and inexpensive LIGHTBOX. 

 Using some cardboard, sheer fabric, poster board & 3 clamp lights, and 
BOOM, you have a great setup that will highlight your products with well-lit 
and simple backgrounds.  

1. Add a prop or...two. 

 Using a good prop can enhance a photo and show off an item but, other 
times props can get in the way and distract.   
Use a prop to help build an understanding of an item, help with the size or 
use of the item.  
 

Let us help!  For more information, contact our office at 315 736 3394 or 
email AML439@cornell.edu 



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Corn 
Sidedress N application   
An example of how to calculate how much N to apply as a 
side dress    Total N  for corn is 1. 25 lbs of N per bu of your 
average yield  so 170 bu x 1.25 lbs of N / bu =  212 lbs of N 
(needed) . What are your sources of nitrogen:  our soils provide 65 
to 80lbs of N to our crops each year. You can locate the N supplied 
by your soil at this link http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/
tables/soils_database.pdf 
  
Your daily spread 20 tons of manure/ ac  with 2lbs of organic N 
contributed /ton = 40 lbs and you applied 30 lbs of N at planting. 
Adding the N contributed by all of the sources:  65 + 40 + 30 = 135 
lbs of N.  The total N needed minus what has been supplied = 212—
135 = 77 lbs of N.  Not every lb of N that you sidedress  is taken up 
by your crop  so some percentage is lost for example 15%  so you 
have to over supply N by that rate 1.15 x 77 = 88lbs of N. 
 
For dairy farms use 7-8lbs of N for every ton of silage harvested. 

Sod can be a significant contributor to the N needs of your corn 

crop: 

Weather 

The second year of corn following a sod plow down (25% legume)  

averaging 21 tons/ac in a lima silt loam. You applied 10 tons of 

manure daily spread with 2 lbs of organic N availableper ton. How 

much N is needed: 21tons x 7 lbs of N per ton = 147 lbs of N.  

 GDDs base 48 F Oneida County 2021  Weekly rainfall (in) Oneida County 2021 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf
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What N is available from manure, sod and soil: manure 2lbs of N 

per ton x 10 tons = 20lbs of N, 24 lbs of N from the sod and 75 lbs 

of N from the soil for a total of 20+ 24+ 75 = 119lbs of N.  Total 

required 147 lbs of N minus 119 lbs of N = 28 lbs of N.  

These are simple examples. If you want a specific N 

recommendation for your individual fields you can use  a few 

specific fact sheets  on the nutrient management website to help 

you develop your own field plan: 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet4.pdf 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet21.pdf 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf  

Black cutworm  
CCE staff have been monitoring a black cutworm (BCW) pheromone 
trap in vernon  since the beginning of May. We have caught modest 
numbers of  bcw in the trap to date (8bcw: 5/4, 4cw: and  5/11)  
Cutting damage from black cutworm caterpillars tends to occur 
about 300 degree days after these flights, so the time to scout 
might be soon after corn emerges depending on when you can 
plant. When scouting your fields, note that black cutworm 
caterpillars can damage corn from first emergence up to V4 or V5. 
For young plants, cutworm damage can look like a series of 
symmetrical holes through the leaves (see image above). 
Remember that if cutting damage is found, rescue treatments are 
usually the most efficient and economical tactic for managing black 
cutworm. 

Armyworm: We have a trap in Oneida with a pheromone specific to 
armyworm and no armyworms have been found in the trap since it was 
placed on 4/14/21. 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet4.pdf
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet21.pdf
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf


Below is a partial table from the 2021 Cornell Guide for field Crops that 
lists some common pests of corn and the efficacy of some insecticides. 
One of the things to consider when selecting an insecticide is the size of 
the container and the number of acres that it will treat. For both cutworms 
and armyworm you can treat the effected area (which may only be part of 
a field) and a 40ft border. This usually means that you will have more 
product then you need. So if you select an insecticide like warrior II that 
can be used to control these and other pests in corn as well as common 
insects in soybeans and small grains then you will be more likely to use 
the product more quickly and not have to worry about storage issues. 

Slugs  Expect slug damage this year, it has been wet and 
cool and corn planting has been delayed. Slug damage can 
include some window pane (top layer of leaf removed) and 
haphazard chewing injury on leaves. Slug foliar damage is 
normally not an economic issue and Elson Shields, Cornell 
Entomologist, has stated that corn crops grow out of the damage 
and that baits like sluggo are very effective but normally not cost 
effective. The most important management to avoid economic 
losses from slugs is to make sure that the seed trench is 
completely closed at planting avoiding slug damage to seed and 
population reduction. 



CCE of Oneida County  Farm Flash                  Page  11 



Weed control—Corn herbicide Chart 

Supplies of some products may be short this year so plan ahead, 

select the combination of herbicides that will control the compli-

ment of weeds in your fields  and make your application as timely 

as possible. 
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Soybeans 

If you have glyphosate tolerant soybeans and you have secured 

enough glyphosate for your fields marking your calendar with the 

date of planting and marking 3 weeks later on the calendar as a 

time to scout the field will provide adequate time to plan your 

treatment timing to optimize weed control. If you don’t have 

glyphosate tolerant soybeans or possibly glyphosate there are a 

number of alternative herbicides to apply preemergence. Dual and 

prowl are known for grass weed control. Valor, first rate and 

metribuzin all are known for annual broadleaf weed control. All of 

these products have to be applied pre emergence for 

effectiveness. 

Soybean herbicide chart 
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Soybean aphids have not exceeded economic thresholds in 
our area for a couple of years. We cannot become complacent. It 
is important to scout fields to identify this pest early to avoid 
losses. Count aphids per plant on a minimum of 10 plants once 
plants flower. The threshold is 250 aphids per plant with numbers 
increasing  and little or no biological controls (lady bird beetles, 
lacewings or disease). 

Wheat 
Growers can use the fusarium head blight tool to determine the 
risk of scab this season. The website link is http://
www.wheatscab.psu.edu/ . You can view as heads start to 
emerge in your fields and view the risk level. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Boonville Oneida County Fair 
July 27—August 1, 2021 

http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/
http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/


Table from Cornell Guide on the efficacy of some common 
fungicides on common  wheat diseases 
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Harvest and storage preparation by Mike Stanyard NWNY 
CCE  Ag Team 
Harvest Preparation  
Know your grain moisture and have the combine pre-pared to go 
when it is time to pull the trigger. Weather and field conditions do 
not always cooperate during har-vest. Many producers will start 
harvesting at 20% and dry it down to 13%. Producers who do not 
have dryers and rely on field drying, run the greater risk of reduced 
grain quality. The first harvested wheat will have the best quality. 
If your wheat flowered that first week of June, vomitoxin from FHS 
could be a concern. Look for pink coloration and shrunken kernels 
in the heads. If these conditions are present, set the combine fans 
to high and try to blow these light kernels back onto the field.  
Grain Bin Preparation  
Storage facilities should be inspected thoroughly prior to grain fill. 
Look for openings, leaky vents, fallen supports, and signs of 
rodents. Bird nests are always a treat to find in the auger or vents. 
Stored grain insects survive in old grain so a thorough cleaning is 
the first line of defense. Clean up all remaining grain on the floor of 
the bin. Take a long-handled broom and remove any grain stuck to 
the walls, around the door, supports, ladder rungs and in the fan 
opening. If there are lots of fines remaining on the floor, clean up 
with a shop vacuum. It is amazing how many insect eggs and 
larvae are in a small amount of material. The same is true for grain 
handling equipment such as augers and drying bins.  
After the bin is cleaned out, an insecticide application will help keep 
the grain mass clean. This can be more helpful the longer you keep 
the grain in storage. We are very limited when it comes to empty 
bin insecticide treat-ments. Tempo® SC Ultra and Storcide™ II 
(see label for application restrictions) are both labeled. 
Diatomaceous earth (Dryacide®) is a non-insecticidal silica sand 
that can be applied as a dust in the bin and below the floor.  
Spray the floor and walls inside the bin to the point of runoff. Spray 
some through the fan under the false floor of drying bins. Spray 
around the outside base of the bin and eliminate any weeds and old 
grain debris within 30 feet of the bin. Insects and rodents can 
survive on weed seeds too. 

Scientists uncover a resistance mechanism to glyphosate  Dr 

Lang Pan, Qin Yu and Heping Han discovered that an ABC 

transporter was involved in conveying resistance to glyphosate. 

They used CRISPR to splice another ABC transporter into a rice 

plant resulting in susceptibility to glyphosate. This is an important 

first step in recognizing a mechanism that is involved in providing 

resistance to glyphosate. Scientists can investigate if a similar 

mechanism is involved  in other resistant plants. This can open up 

potential to overcome the resistance.  



Economic comparison of conventional and regenerative 
agriculture: David Brandt, Ohio farmer and president of the non-
profit Soil Health Academy, was commissioned by the Ohio 
Ecological Food and Farm Association to conduct the three-year, on
-farm profitability study. 
In addition to operating his own farming operation, four years ago, 
he and a handful of other soil health pioneers created the non-profit 
Soil Health Academy to teach farmers and ranchers across the 
globe how to harvest the multiple benefits of transitioning from 
tillage- and chemical-intensive conventional agriculture practices, 
to nature-mimicking regenerative agriculture practices. 
But many farmers remain unwilling or unable to make that 
transition. 
“A major barrier to convincing more farmers to follow the 
regenerative path is deeply rooted in whether or not it can compete 
with conventional agriculture when it comes to yield and profits,” 
Brandt said. 
To help directly answer that question, Brandt was commissioned by 
the Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association to do a side-by-side-
by-side comparison of conventionally farmed corn/soybean/corn 
rotation cropping system; a no-till corn/soybean/corn rotation 
cropping system; and a no-till with cover crops with a corn/
soybean/wheat rotation cropping system. 
The study differed from traditional academic “test plot” research 
studies because Brandt’s study featured working farms of 
significant acreage—farms that were in close proximity to one 
another. Brandt applied The Ohio State’s University’s custom rate 
charts for costs associated with tillage and collected actual fertilizer 
and herbicide costs from the farmers participating in the 
comparative study. 
“The objective was to see how the systems compared in terms of 
costs, yields and profit-per-acre,” Brandt said. “Yield has been 
marketed for decades as ‘The be-all end-all,’ but profit per acre is 
the ultimate barometer of success. Money in the bank account is 
better than ‘bushel bragging rights,’” he said. 
In a three-year-period of time, the study showed that the no-till 
with cover crops and a corn/soybean/wheat rotation system yielded 
more than a $125 per-acre increase in profits over the no-till/no-
cover-crops operation and more than a $130 per-acre increase in 
profits over the conventional operation featuring tillage. 
The study further revealed that although the per-acre profit of the 
wheat crop was significantly lower than both the corn and soybean 
crops when compared to the corn/soybean rotation systems, the 
added cropping diversity provided by the wheat crop boosted yield 
and profitability of the corn and soybean crops in the cropping 
system that featured no-till, cover crops and the three-crop 
rotation. 
“The combination of lowering overall input costs by utilizing cover 
crops to make nutrients available to the cash crops and by adding 
additional cropping diversity appears to provide an additional 
improvement in soil function,” Brandt said. “As importantly, it 
clearly provides a profit advantage.” 
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As president of the non-profit Soil Health Academy, Brandt hopes 
this study, and a growing volume of other comparative studies, will 
incentivize more farmers to consider the relative advantages of soil
-health focused regenerative agriculture. 
“Even without adding grazing animals, stacking enterprises or en-
gaging in direct-to-consumer marketing efforts, the combination of 
soil health-enhancing practices like no-till, cover crops and in-
creased cropping diversity, provides tangible bottom line benefits,” 
Brandt said. 
He said that although there is no “magic wand” for the economic 
challenges facing many family farms, the study suggests there is a 
real and profitable path forward. 
“We’re increasing seeing that once farmers begin making the re-
generative agriculture transition, they realize monetary benefits 
quite quickly and those benefits increase over time,” Brandt said. 
“The fundamental challenge is providing farmers with the 
knowledge and confidence they need to make that transition—
something that SHA and our partners continue to work to address.” 

Hay 
First harvest should be completed early this year. We were 
running about 10 days earlier then an average season due to the 
warmer temperatures in April and adequate rainfall in May. We 
don’t usually have a problem with alfalfa weevil in second cutting, 
this may be the year that we could find some damage. Its easy to 
scout for alfalfa weevil. Look for shot holes in the leaves.  Grab 50 
stems at random. If 25 or more of the stems have weevil feeding 
and the weevil larva are still small (less then 3/8 inch) consider 
making an application. 

Potato leaf hopper 
We had a  significant  infestation of 
potato leaf hopper last year in our 
second cutting of alfalfa. Scout your 
fields this year to prevent any losses.  

 

PLH can reduce yield by as much as 1/2 
ton per acre and also reduce the protein 
content of your hay. It is one of the 
most significant pests of alfalfa in our area. Remember that if you 
see leaf hopper burn you have already lost yield and quality.  
 

The only way to  prevent loss is to scout fields regularly and that 
means sweeping your alfalfa fields.   You start by purchasing or 
making a sweep net  that is 15” in diameter. Walk 50’ or more into 
one of your alfalfa fields, swing the net in a pendulum motion in  
front of you keeping the net in the top 3-5” of  the stand counting 
out 10 sweeps as you move forward into the stand (that is one set 
of sweeps).  You can picture that you just took a sample of the 
insects that are in the top 5 “ of your alfalfa’s canopy about 6’    
wide by 15’ long.  



When you get to the end of your last sweep  give the net a quick 
snap down and up shaking all the insects to the bottom of the net. 
Then grab the net about mid way trapping all of them in the bottom 
of the net.  Push your fist upward through the hoop of the net  and 
turn so the net is in the sunlight. Quickly observe the rim of the net 
and count any PLH that you can see above where you have 
grabbed the net. With you other hand pull the  net from the center 
upward exposing a little bit of it at a a time so that you can count 
the PLH in the net. They can and will fly out of the net.  
 

Count all of the PLH until you have looked 
at the entire contents of the net. Turn the 
net inside out walk towards the center of 
the field on a diagonal and repeat the 
process adding each additional PLH to the 
count  and repeat one more time at the far 
end of the field. You should take a ruler and 
mark the base of your handle at 3”, 8”,  and 10”. At each site 
before you sweep you should measure the height of your alfalfa 
determining if the alfalfa is < 3”, 3-8”, 8-10” or >10”. Look at the 
chart below  to determine whether you are over or under the PLH 
threshold for management.  
 

If the number of PLH you counted is at or less then the number in 
the N column of the chart associated with the  average height of 
the alfalfa, then you are under threshold. If the number of PLH is 
higher then that in the “N” column but lower then that in the M 
column you must do another set of sweeps adding to your count 
and comparing the total with the chart and the number of sets of 
sweep. Repeat these steps until you have a definitive number that 
is either less then or equal to the number in the N column and you 
are under threshold or equal or greater then the number in the M 
column and you are over threshold. 

If over threshold 
and within 10 
days of harvest 
consider 
harvesting early. 
Otherwise 
baythroid and 
mustang are 
labelled for use 
in mixed swards 
of grass and 
alfalfa. 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

        Crop Height 
    

Sweep   <3"   3" - 7"   8" - 10"   >10" 

Set   N    M   N         M   N         M   N         M 

1   *          *   *           *   *           *   *           * 
2   *          *   *           *   *           *   *           * 
3   2    *    9   9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 
4   4    *   11   14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95 

5 
  5    *   13   18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6   7    *   15   23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 
7   9    *   16   28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 
8   11  *  18   33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 
9   13  *  20   28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195 
10   19      20   49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 
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Cash Flow Swings 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

Adapted from THE FARMER’S OFFICE BOOK, by Julia Shanks 

Farming is one industry that has major cash flow swings. Vegetable 
and dairy farms bleed cash in the winter and spring as they plan for 
the growing season and without proper planning you will get 
yourself into a cash crisis. 
Do you know how to track cash balances, so you know how much 
you have in the bank? Do you know how to create a weekly cash 
plan during the lean times? Do you know how to create a cash flow 
budget for long term planning? 
Why cash flow management? We can not take profits to the bank, 
only cash, we want to pay our bills, and we want to plan for capital 
purchases.  
How do I know what cash I have? Do I look at my bank statement, 
call the bank, or do I have records that tell me what I have? While 
the bank statement and bank numbers may be true at a point in 
time, you must remember that there can be lag time between this 
information and what your recordkeeping system is reflecting. For 
example, the bank may reflect I have $25,000 in my account, 
however, it does not reflect the $5,000 check I wrote, but has not 
been cashed. 
The recommendation is that you have a recordkeeping system that 
will reflect all checks written, so you do not spend cash you do not 
have, in addition to being sure all revenue and fees are recorded in 
your system.  Preparing a monthly bank reconciliation is an 
important task and tool that will help reflect all transaction to show 
you where the cash is.  
Reviewing your Balance Sheet is another tool to review, as you look 
to what bills you have outstanding and what customers may still 
owe you. This is used to help in the planning for future cash needs.  
Weekly cash planning can be a useful tool, especially during lean 
times. This is a tool that will guide you on what cash needs to be 
set aside to meet all your business obligations.  The tool begins 
with knowing your beginning cash balance (this would be a 
reconciled bank balance), what bills are due for the week, 
payments and other cash required outlays that are expected (i.e., 
payroll taxes), next what cash is expected this week (sales of 
goods, government payments, etc.), this will determine what 
amount of cash would need to be set aside for the week.  
What decisions do I need to make if I find I am falling short in cash 
in a week?  One option is there any friendly suppliers who you 
could hold payment until the following week, while being cautious 
not to disrupt our supply chain? Are there customer invoices we 
might be able to call in for early payment?  
What are some long-term plans might we consider during lean 
times for cash flow? Perhaps a line of credit or increasing savings 
during weeks of surplus cash.  



Contact Information for Local 
Agencies that support Agriculture 

 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

 
Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 

 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

 
Oneida County Farm Bureau 

1-800-342-4143 
 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

Tracking growing degree days for your fields  Cornell 
climate smart farming  can help you to track GDD accumulation in 
your fields during the growing season. 

Climate Smart Farming 
Submitted by Jeff Miller 

I obtained this graph on May 10th looking at a specific site in 
Waterville. The green line in the graph indicates the GDDs 
accumulated  from the planting date that I selected (march 30) 
until the current time with the GDD base that I selected. You could 
select your field location, base 50F for corn and the actual date that 
you planted the field and you follow the GDD accumulation during 
the growing season. You could use the GDD for maturation of your 
variety and scale out when it will hit black layer. Growers have 
reset the GDD clock to the date that tassels emerge to help track 
GDDs for silage moisture harvest. Use the link below  
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/ 

http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith              PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service    Morrisville, NY 13408 
 

315-447-7579 (Mobile) 
Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

 David Mondi 
David Curtin 
Loren Curri Barletta 
 
Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 
Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Organic/Grass Fed Certified 
Wholesale/Retail 

Bridgewater, NY 

Member FDIC 
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