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CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE 

 
CCEDC’s Master Gardener Volunteers are excited to announce that our Spring Plant Sale will 
offer the carefully chosen and lovingly raised plants you’ve come to anticipate every year. But 
this year you will order them online.  

The online store will be open Saturday May 8 at 8am until Tuesday May 11 at midnight.  
Curbside Pickup will be Friday May 14, Saturday May 15 and Sunday May 16, 9am to 6pm.  

Go to CCEDutchess.org/events for more information and to access the store when it is open.   

Plant descriptions and cultural information are posted now on our web site now at 
CCEDutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale to help you plan your garden purchases. All the 
information will be also available in the online store, as well as photos of each plant, so you can 
shop with your eyes too! At check-out you will schedule your pickup time at the Farm & Home 
Center in Millbrook. MGVs will collect the plants you ordered, pack them in boxes for transport, 
and load them into your car at your scheduled time May 14-16.   

The online plant store can be searched by category (e.g. annuals, vegetables etc.) or all the 
plants can be displayed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ccedutchess.org/events
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
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Each plant has a photo, summary, description, inventory and price. Add the quantity to the cart. 
Items will be reserved for two hours from when you started shopping, then the cart will expire.  

 

Your cart contents can be reviewed at any time. At checkout you will schedule a pickup time.  

  

 

 

 

Payment options are credit card, bank account or Pay Pal. 
The payment interface is totally secure and PCI compliant.  
You will receive an invoice with the details of your purchase 
including your scheduled pickup time. Please respect that 
schedule to help us ensure a smooth and safe curbside 
experience.  
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Plants are generally priced as follows:  

 Flowering Annuals and Foliage - $4.50 

 Annual Herbs in 4-packs - $2.00 (e.g. Parsley) 

 Annual Herbs in pots - $4.50 (e.g. Rosemary)    

 Perennial Herbs - $5.00 (e.g. Thyme)  

 Flowering Perennials and Shrubs – priced individually  

 Vegetables in pots - $4.00 (e.g. Tomato and Pepper) 

 Warm vegetables small square pots - $2.00 (e.g. Cucumber) 
 

The plants are growing beautifully. We’ll miss the camaraderie of our regular Plant Sale but 
thank you for your understanding and support.  

Questions? Use our Contact Us form and select Gardening as the topic. 

 

 
 

PROTECTING THE HARVEST WITH A ROW COVER   
By Master Gardener Volunteer Mary Nisley  

 

A row cover is a non-woven fabric covering used in vegetable gardens to protect plants against 
insects. Row covers come in different weights for different purposes. The lightest covers pass 
the most sunlight and are used as an insect barrier. These light weight covers minimize heat 
buildup during high summer but are too light to be used for frost protection. Heavier row covers 
protect plants against frost but pass less light. Due to heat buildup, heavy covers should not be 
used during the hot summer months. 

In this article I will discuss the lightest weight floating row cover. These light weight covers 
provide a barrier against the most voracious insect pests in my garden. 

http://ccedutchess.org/contact


May 2021 Page 4 
 
 
 

A floating row cover protects potatoes against successive pests in my garden: in May, flea 
beetles; in June, Colorado Potato beetles; in July, potato leaf hoppers. 

 
 

Some Motivation 

Have flea beetles ever killed eggplant transplants in 
your garden? Flea beetles are tiny black insects the 
size of a period. They jump when disturbed so you 
may never see one, but you might recognize the 
damage they leave behind. Flea beetles prefer to 
feed on hairy leaves, producing small holes. In my 
garden I use a floating row cover to protect 
eggplants and Chinese (Napa) cabbage from flea 
beetles. Flea beetles also chew on tomato and 
radish leaves but these plants grow fast enough 
that the flea beetle damage does not affect the 
harvest so a row cover is not needed.  

Growing kale and other cabbage family crops has 
gotten more and more challenging. In 1980 we 
only worried about imported cabbage worms. I 
remember the first time I cooked my own broccoli 
and discovered that imported cabbage worms 
turn gray when cooked. Yuck! 

 

 

 

In 2012 I saw the first cross-striped cabbage worms which 
are even more devastating. The adult moth lays her eggs 
in clusters of 20 or so and when the caterpillars hatch and 
start feeding they quickly turn a kale plant into lace and 
frass. 

 

Flea beetles and their feeding damage on Chinese 
cabbage. (Greatly enlarged to show insects.) 

 

Imported cabbage worm on cabbage. 

 

Cross striped cabbage worms devastating kale. 
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Does your zucchini squash wilt and die in mid-August every year? The likely cause is the 
squash borer. The adult borer is a moth who lays her eggs on the stem of zucchini and other 
squashes. The eggs hatch into caterpillars which chew their way into the stem, then eat it from 
the inside out. To prevent squash borers, cover the plants at planting time and remove the row 
covers July 4. Squashes are pollinated by bees and must be uncovered for pollination. Covering 
the young plants may delay harvest for a week or so but the plants should survive until frost. 

 

 

 

A row cover will protect 
cucumber plants against 
cucumber beetles which spread 
bacterial wilt. Cucumber plants, 
like squashes, must be 
uncovered for pollination, so 
remove the row cover when the 
first female flowers appear. 

 

 

Mexican bean beetles are a plague in the community 
gardens. Many gardeners mistakenly protect these 
voracious pests because of their close resemblance to 
their ladybug cousins. Although shape and size are 
identical, bean beetles are orangey-brown or copper 
while ladybugs are red. Bean beetle larvae are bright 
yellow and feed on the underside of leaves. A row cover 
provides effective protection for bush beans. Beans are 
self-pollinating so the row cover can be left on the plants 
through harvest. 

 

A Floating Row Cover 

Row covers are available in widths from 4’ - 26’.  For the home gardener a 6’-10’ width is the 
most useful. 

In my garden I’ve been using Agribon AG-15 Insect Barrier. It is 118″ wide. Here is the 
description from Johnny’s Seeds.  

Lightweight grade for insect control. 

Also for heat-sensitive crops – only a minimal heat increase during the day. … 
Effective control of insect pests on potatoes, greens, cabbages, and radishes. 90% 
light transmission. 0.45 oz/sq.yd. 

What does this mean? Light weight – the row cover doesn’t need support. It is light enough to 
be supported by most plants as they grow. It is also light enough that heat does not build up 
under the row cover. I’ve kept my broccoli covered all summer, uncovering briefly to harvest. 

Mexican bean beetle adults and larvae. 

 

Cucumber ‘Pearl’ female flower. 

 

Striped cucumber beetle. 
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90% of the sunlight reaches the plants under the row cover. In full sun plants don’t notice the 
difference in sunlight. I’ve covered zucchini squash in my part-sun home garden. The plants 
might have preferred a bit more light in their youth, however they lived through a full season 
because of the early summer protection from squash borers. 

Water easily passes through the AG-15 row cover. Rain reaches the planting through the row 
cover. 

Alternatives 

Alternatives to a floating row cover include hand-picking the insects off the plants and spraying 
various insecticides. It is easy to hand-pick cabbage worms from kohlrabi because the leaves 
are flat and the crown of the plant is open and easy to inspect. In contrast, it is almost 
impossible to find cabbage worms feeding in a head of broccoli so I always row cover my 
broccoli. The insecticide Bacillus thuringiensis is rated for organic gardens and is very effective 
against cabbage worms but it must be sprayed every 7 to 10 days to protect new growth. I find it 
a challenge to maintain a regular spray schedule. 

Flea beetles are very jumpy, impossible to see and hand-pick. Squash borer eggs are laid on 
the underside of the stiff main vine of the plant which is difficult to inspect for eggs. Once the 
borers hatch, they chew their way into the stem which keeps them well hidden. 

Because I’m a lazy gardener, I choose to protect some crops plants with a floating row cover 
rather than spray or hand-pick. 

How big should a row cover be? 

A floating row cover protects crops by providing a barrier to insects. An effective barrier covers 
the plants completely from the ground, up the side of the plants, 
over the top and back down to the ground. It also covers the 
plant completely through time – from the day the seeds sprout 
or the baby plant is transplanted into the garden until harvest. 

I size my row covers to fit the plants at maturity. Vegetables 
grow quickly in June and many are full sized within a month. 

The width of a floating row cover should be the sum of the width 
of the planting area plus 2 times the height of the plants plus 
the width under the anchors. A 10′ wide row cover will cover 2 
rows of 2.5′ tall plants in a 4′ wide bed. 

My row cover is 118″ wide – just shy of 10′ wide. The potatoes 
above are planted in a bed 3.5′ wide and the plants get 2.5-3′ 
tall. There is about 6″ of row cover under the boards on both 
sides which anchor the fabric to the ground. The extra width is 
drooping between the rows, but a few weeks later that row 
cover was stretched tight. A similar arrangement works for 
growing bush beans in a 4′ bed.  

I’ve used a 6′ wide row cover to cover a single row of broccoli plants. That worked until I 
harvested the main head but afterwards the plants outgrew the row cover and lifted it right off 
the ground. I keep my spring broccoli in my garden until fall and continue to harvest side shoots. 

Potatoes under a row cover. 
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The 10′ wide row cover is wide enough to cover the broccoli until 
fall. 

In this picture a mix of rocks and boards holds the row cover 
against the ground. The extra width of fabric is held under the 
boards on the right and released slowly as the plants grow. 

When should a row cover be installed? 

A row cover should be installed when the plants are planted. If you 
plant seeds, cover the planting before the sprouts are visible. 

Unprotected plants are very inviting to insects. Bean beetles and 
cabbage moths quickly find the crop and lay their eggs on the 
underside of leaves where they are difficult to see. Covering a 
crop that is already infested creates a bad situation because you 
can’t see the pests and the row cover blocks their predators. 

 

 

How is a row cover anchored to the ground? 

I use old wooden fence posts as shown in the 
pictures. I carefully remove all staples and nails 
which might snag and rip the row cover. I also 
use rocks. I stretch the cover tight between the 
rocks, pleat any excess fabric and place it under 
the rocks. 

I always anchor excess fabric to the ground under 
a board or rock. That stops the fabric from 
blowing in the wind and rubbing excessively on 
the plants.  

I planted a mix of seeds and transplants under 
the row cover to the right. The printing goes down 
the center of the fabric and I gathered about half 
the fabric (everything to the left of the printing) 
under the boards on the left side. 

Does a floating row cover ever need support? 

Recently our springs have been very windy. I support a row cover when my transplants are very 
small or if the plants have been protected in a greenhouse without exposure to wind. The 
support should be something smooth that will not snag the fabric. As the plant grows under the 
row cover the new leaves become accustomed to the movement of the fabric. Remove the 
support when the plant is taller than the support. You can make reusable support arches from 
heavy wire. 

What about weeds? 

In the community gardens, red root pigweed grows to 5′. It can grow right through a row cover. I 
control weeds by mulching early and thickly with shredded leaves. I mulch transplants 
immediately, leaving a clear 1″ space around each stem. I mulch big seeded crops like beans 

A newly installed floating row cover. 

A row of broccoli protected from cabbage worms. 
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before planting. I cover the entire planting area with shredded leaves then clear a strip 3″ wide 
and the length of the row to plant the seed. There is very little weeding needed after the plants 
emerge. 

Watering? 

Water flows right through the row cover. It is best to water the roots, not the leaves, so I water 
my entire garden with soaker hoses. 

How long is a row cover useful? Is there any use for an old row cover? Agribon AG-15 
lasts one gardening season. By autumn it’s developing thin spots and tears. Row covers used 
for only a couple months, for example, over squashes, should be useful for another year. Save 
an old row cover to protect germinating corn or other seeds from chipmunks and other small 
animals that get through fences. 

 

 

PERIODICAL CICADA 
By Joyce Tomaselli CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
You’re probably hearing about Brood X of the Periodical cicada (Magicicada) which will be 
emerging this year. But will we hear them in the Hudson Valley? No. The only place Brood X is 
established in New York is on Long Island. The periodical cicada which exist in our area is 
Brood II which last emerged in 2013 and is expected again in 2030. 
 
Although they may start tunneling to the surface of the 
soil sooner, the majority of the periodical cicada 
emerge when the soil temperature reaches 640 and 
often after a rain. The New York State Integrated Pest 
Management Program (NYS IPM) Network for 
Environment and Weather Applications (NEWA) 
reports soil temperatures each day. Click here. 
Currently the soil in Dutchess County is 53-560. 
Typically, temperatures reach 65 in late May to early 
June.  
 
The cicadas we will hear in August are the large, 
greenish “dog-day” cicadas (Neotibicen) found 
throughout the U.S. in the summer. Non-periodical 
cicadas are often called “annual cicadas” because in a 
given location adults emerge every year. 
 
Cicada in general can be annoying but they cause no 
harm. They do not sting or bite. They feed on woody 
vegetation and lay their eggs in small slits in twigs. Leaves on those twigs may die but mature 
trees withstand the damage. If you are concerned about young trees, protect them with floating 
row cover.  
 
Read more about these amazing insects at https://cicadas.uconn.edu/general_information/ 

Photos courtesy of the author.  

http://newa.cornell.edu/index.php?page=soil-temperature-map
https://cicadas.uconn.edu/general_information/
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Pandemic Vegetable Gardening Series by Cornell Horticulture Chair, Steve Reiners. 
Arbor Day – Grow Trees, Don’t Just Plant Them 
UConn: How to Disinfect Used Tomato Stakes 
MSU: 142-Year-Old Seed Germination Experiment 
Going Beyond the Traditional Window Box 
 

 
HUDSON VALLEY GIVES IS WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 

Will You Help, Please?  
 
Are you familiar with Giving Tuesday? It’s the Tuesday after Thanksgiving when people give to 
their favorite charities. The Hudson Valley has its own nonprofit giving day on Wednesday, May 
19 sponsored by Hudson Valley Gives. 
 
Hudson Valley Gives is a day of giving fueled by passion, collaboration and the power of social 
media. You can think of it as a type of digital telethon that benefits hundreds of much-deserving 
nonprofits in our area. Hudson Valley Gives is an initiative of the Community Foundation of 
Orange and Sullivan, in association with other great organizations that support the nonprofit 
community. Nonprofits include such organizations as Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Dutchess County,  SPCA, Abilities First, Hospice, United Way, Land Trusts, Children’s 
Museum and over 100 others. 
 
CCEDC hopes to raise $20,000 and this is where you come in. We ask that you follow this link 
and donate what you can to help the extension provide all the great programs you support 
including the Master Gardener program helping you be a successful gardener, the Agriculture 
programs helping our local farmers, the Green Teens who work so hard growing their own crops 
and selling them, 4-H who teaches our youth to be responsible stewards of our land and 
animals, or purchasing from our local farmers who carefully tend their crops of vegetables, fruits 
and meats so that we have an abundance of local, delicious food to enjoy. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. We look forward to putting your contributions to work for 
the entire community. 

 
  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Friday May 7, 2 pm Tivoli Free Library online, “Create a Pollinator Paradise” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit http://tivolilibrary.org/ 
 
Tuesday, May 18, 10 am Stanford Free Library online, “Create a Pollinator Paradise” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero For more information, visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Tuesday May 18, April 13, 6:30 pm, East Fishkill Library online, “Create a Pollinator 
Paradise” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chis Ferrero. For more information, visit 
https://eflibrary.org/ 

https://cals.cornell.edu/school-integrative-plant-science/school-sections/horticulture-section/outreach-and-extension/pandemic-vegetable-gardening
https://www.morningagclips.com/arbor-day-should-be-about-growing-trees-not-just-planting-them/
http://ipm.uconn.edu/documents/raw2/362/Disinfecting%20Tomato%20Stakes.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/21/989333092/the-secret-mission-to-unearth-part-of-a-142-year-old-experiment
https://www.morningagclips.com/going-beyond-the-traditional-window-box-garden/
https://www.hvgives.org/p2p/198720/master-gardener
http://tivolilibrary.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
https://eflibrary.org/
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Sunday, May 23, 20214:00pm EST, The Beatrix Farrand Garden Association hosts "Native 
Pollinators and the Native Plants That Feed Them” online. To learn more and purchase a 
ticket visit https://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/online-lecture-series 

Tuesday May 25, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library online, Poisonous Plants: Friends, Foes & 
Folklore by Master Gardener Volunteer Anthula Natsoulas. For more information visit 
http://www.laglib.org/ 
  
Thursday, May 27 11 am, Clinton Community Library online, Poisonous Plants: Friends, 
Foes & Folklore by Master Gardener Volunteer Anthula Natsoulas.  For more information, visit 
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ 
 
Monday, May 31, 9am, Beatrix Farrand Garden Spring Plant Sale, Online shopping begins. 
In-person plant pick-up will be at the FDR National Historic Site on Sunday, June 6th 9am-
11am.  For more information visit https://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/ 
 
Saturday, June 5, 10 am, Millbrook Library online, “Home Composting” by CCEDC Master 
Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information, visit https://millbrooklibrary.org/ 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Would you like information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this newsletter?  
Send an email to Joyce Tomaselli jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included 
in the next month’s newsletter. Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost 
and contact information for more details.  
  

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
Carpenter ants in this stump are attracted to 
the damp rotting wood in which they build 
their nests. A pileated wood pecker has been 
feasting on the ants. 

This is a native tree. Thornless cultivars are 
often planted as street trees. Do you know 
what is is?  

https://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/online-lecture-series
http://www.laglib.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
https://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and get 
involved go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to COVID-19 our office is not open to the public. We not accepting soil or diagnostic 
samples to be brought to the office without prearrangements. Please email Samantha Vacchio 
at sv453@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is staffed on Wednesdays, 9 to noon. Diagnostics 
questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134. Written questions can be 
submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select 
the topic of Gardening. Questions can also be emailed to Joyce Tomaselli at 
jdt225@cornell.edu. If a photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as 
possible.    
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
mailto:sv453@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

