
Meet Your Farmer

C r o s s  I s l a n d  F a r m s

Crossing the

Thousand Islands

Bridge to Wellesley

Island holds the

promise of

excitement and

adventure, 

of traveling to 

a new land.  

VISIT THE FARM STAND:  
44301  CROSS ISLAND ROAD,  WELLESLEY ISLAND

Fruit  •  Vegetables •  Beef •  Eggs •  Pork •  Herbs •  Goat

To bui ld  an
ecological ly,
economical ly,  and
social ly
sustainable farm

That Cross Island Farms, run by

farmers Dani Baker and David

Belding, waits on the other side

of the St. Lawrence River makes

the drive even sweeter.

We expected to jump right into

the interview as soon as we

arrived but David had other

plans and put us to work

cuddling weeks-old baby goats.

As they nibbled on the fabric of

our clothing, David gave us a lay

of the land. 



In the pasture on the southwest of the farm are rustic camp sites

available for rent. Looking out to the south, a deep blue pond sparkles

in the sun lined with solar panels that help Dani and David produce

most of their own energy, along with a wind turbine. Along the path

from the pen of rambunctious goats are the self-sufficient “Large

Black” pigs, an official breed. David drove the hogs up to the farm

from Purdue University as part of an agricultural project. To the

distance in the northwest, a beef herd wanders the large pasture,

while in a nearby pen the bull cow and goat bucks bask in the sun. 

Visit Cross Island Farms for tours,

camping, U-Pick, and their farm stand. 

Call ahead at  (315) 482-3663 for

availability. 
 

Learn more at

www.crossislandfarms.com
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Dani and David share that they see themselves as stewards of the land.

This vision shapes some of the practices in place on their farm, including

the philosophy of permaculture. Some hallmarks of practicing

permaculture include regenerative practices like rotating crops to build

soil health, water conservation and using resources efficiently, and

integrating livestock (hence Dani & David’s nickname for their ducks-

“Slug Patrol”). Permaculture is an ever-evolving field of land

management that can be implemented in different ways, depending on

the farmer and the farm. 

In addition to the row crops and livestock, Dani cultivates the Enchanted

Edible Forest on the northwest piece of the property. Dani describes the

Edible Forest as a “sculpture in four dimensions” - the three dimensions

of space plus time. As of April 2021, the Edible Forest is home to over

300 varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, flowers, herbs and berry bushes, but

as the garden grows and rearranges itself, new species are being

added. Before introducing a new species, Dani considers how it will fit

into the existing ecosystem, its effects on the soil chemistry, and how it

supports beneficial insects and animals. The Edible Forest is always

shifting and growing, creating a new experience every time you visit!

When it comes to

agriculture, according

to Bill Mollison,

permaculture is “the

conscious design and

maintenance of

agriculturally

productive systems

which have the

diversity, stability, and

resilience of natural

ecosystems.”


