
June is Dairy Month 
 

By Gabby Domagala, Dairy & Livestock Specialist  

Once again, it’s time to celebrate one of Jefferson County’s key industries -- Dairy! Since 1939, our 
community has celebrated the hard work of our local dairy farms and processors during the month of June.  

Dairy farming has been a staple in our community since the arrival of the first European settlers around 
1805. Local farms have been passed down through multiple generations for decades and even centuries, 
preserving a long-standing tradition and way of life. According to the 2017 Census of Agriculture County 
Profile, dairy and dairy-related sales account for a whopping 94% of total agricultural products sold in 
Jefferson County. Of these, 96% are family owned and operated. Although the look of the family farm and 
the technologies have advanced, the same values for caring for the land and animals remain. Today’s larger 
dairy farms also allow siblings, children, and other family members to earn a living together while preserving 
their family’s – and our region’s – rich agricultural heritage.  

According to the 2019 Ag & Markets NYS Dairy Statistics Annual Summary, there are 146 dairy farms and 
28,000 dairy cows in Jefferson County. The average dairy farm size has close to 200 cows. In 2019, 
63,753,000 pounds of milk was sold in Jefferson County, averaging 437,000 pounds milk sold per farm. 
Jefferson County is ranked #5 in overall milk production in New York State.  

This steady and stable supply of milk is critical to many businesses and is one cornerstone of our local 
economy. Dairy-related businesses employ hundreds of people. Dairies sell fluid milk to local cooperatives 
and milk processors who pasteurize it and ship it to supermarkets throughout the region.  Businesses such as 
Kraft and Great Lakes Cheese process milk into everything from cream cheese to aged cheddar to string 
cheese, which are marketed throughout the nation. Smaller businesses are also profiting. Local equipment 
dealers and feed suppliers are critical to our local farms. Eager to build upon local traditions, Jefferson 
County is seeing a new generation of small farms and local businesses process milk into value-added dairy 
products such as bottled milk, cheeses, yogurt, and ice cream. Increasingly, consumers can purchase items 
directly from the farm.  

Local dairy farms are more committed than ever to ensuring animal welfare while providing a safe, steady 
supply of dairy products. Dairy farmers’ commitment to providing high-quality milk begins with taking good 
care of their cows. The happier the cow, the better able they are to convert grass and hay into sweet and 
delicious milk. This requires that our dairies work diligently 365 days a year caring for their cattle, come rain, 
snow, or sun. Our dairy farmers are also dedicated to protection of our agricultural land, ensuring that 
pastures and hayfields remain healthy and rich for decades to come. Much of their work is done without 
fanfare and recognition, so be sure to show your appreciation for everything that our local dairy farmers do.  

Jefferson County is kicking off the Dairy Month Celebration at the Dairyland Festival Parade, Friday, June 4th 
at 7pm. Everyone – from school children to seniors – are invited to celebrate Jefferson County’s most 
important agricultural sector! Finally, be sure to raise a glass of pure milk in celebration as a thank you to our 
local dairy farmers for their tireless work.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://twitter.com/cce_jefferson
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

