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Catkill Creek Watershed Post Flood Evaluation 
Needs, Suggestions and Concerns

2012 

Synopsis 

Those who responded to the survey and via interviews indicated that there was an interest in 

attending trainings in the topics offered on the survey, which were floodplain management, 

streamwork training, value of wetlands in flood mitigation, zoning for floodplains, flood and 

emergency planning for municipalities, emergency planning for residents, landowner trainings 

for risks and responsibilities of streamside living. 

There are four target audiences for ongoing assistance.  The first is the streams themselves.  The 

second is training and technical assistance for highway personnel.  The third is emergency 

planning for municipal officials.  The fourth is education and technical assistance for streamside 

landowners.   

Streams 

Need for assessment of condition of streams and analysis of ability to restore sections of 

streams.   

There is a pervasive belief that there is a need for woody debris and gravel removal from 

streams.  This belief should be addressed, with either educational efforts or an objective 

analysis of the actual need in each stream. 

There is a pressing need for removal of human refuse that was mobilized and distributed 

throughout stream corridors. 

There is a need for riparian plantings in stream corridors. 

Highway Personnel 

There is a need for education of highway personnel on stream process, stream dynamics 

and stream restoration techniques. 

There is a demand for training of highway personnel in rapid stream assessment 

techniques. 

There is a need for trainings and technical assistance related to culvert sizing, installation 

and maintenance. 

There is the potential to create a comprehensive training program that includes a variety 

of topics; including culverts, ditching, stream work, road salt contamination of freshwater 

systems and the spread of invasive species as related to road work. 

There is a need for better communication in emergencies related to road closures in 

different municipalities (roads pass through many municipal jurisdictions). 

There appears to be a need for enhanced communication between highway personnel in 

town, county and state departments, as well as between highway personnel in adjacent 

towns.  Perhaps a watershed-wide highway coalition. 

Municipal Officials 

There is a need for emergency planning for municipalities.  There is also a need for 

coordination of emergency planning with adjacent municipalities and county 

departments. 

There is a need for a better understanding of FEMA and SEMO processes. 
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 There is a need for well-trained Floodplain Administrators in each municipality, as 

required by the NYS Flood Damage Prevention Law.  Perhaps several municipalities in a 

watershed could share a Floodplain Administrator, thereby cutting training costs. 

 

Landowners 

 There is a need for outreach and education of riparian landowners regarding their rights 

and responsibilities as related to their streamside. 

 There is a need for technical assistance for landowners who are struggling with 

streambank erosion and other issues related to flooding. 

 There is a need for education of landowners regarding what actions in their streams 

require permits from DEC. 

 There is a need for a directory that informs landowners of who to contact during stream 

related emergencies and what can be expected of various agencies. 

 There is a need for financial assistance for landowners to properly restore streams 

damaged by flooding. 

 There is a need for a certification for contractors who may be hired by landowners to 

conduct streamwork. 

 

Interview/Survey Responses 

 

Greene County Municipalities 

Greene County Planning 

States that floodplain regulations in the towns meet but do not exceed the minimum requirements 

as articulated by NYS/Federal Flood Insurance program.  But, town officials will not consider 

more stringent regulations due to  concerns over property owner rights. 

 

Greene County Highway 

When asked about needs related to future flood events, interviewees stated that the greatest need 

was for funds to replace aging and undersized infrastructure.  Other needs include more 

coordination between town, county and state highway personnel in both emergency and non-

emergency situations.  Currently there is no communication mechanism in place that allows 

different highway departments to be aware of road closures and trouble spots in nearby localities.   

 

Additionally, there is a need for improvement of communication infrastructure, as the one cell 

tower that serves the mountaintop communities was inoperable during and after the storms, 

hindering communication amongst highway personnel first responders, and others in the first 

days after the storm. 

 

Interviewees expressed the need for a county-wide evaluation of emergency response and 

comprehensive planning for future flood events.  Interviewees expressed the opinion that we are 

experiencing a climate shift and that we should expect more flood events in the future. 

 

Interviewees expressed the need to remove gravel deposition and woody debris from streams to 

avoid additional damage to infrastructure.   
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Concerns were expressed related to NYS DEC regulations only allow debris removal fifty feet 

up and downstream from road structures and there is a need to remove debris from a larger area 

to avoid future problems.  Interviewees feel that in response to the flooding, DEC needs to 

review and revise regulations.  Interviewees are willing to provide further input, if requested. 

 

Catskill Village 

Members of the Board of Trustees have expressed deep concern over the status of the Village in 

an era of climate change.  The Catskill Creek runs through the Village and is influenced by the 

Hudson River Estuary’s tides, creating high risk of flooding, particularly during high tide, heavy 

rainfall events.  The Village government is in need of assistance in identifying strategies to cope 

with high precipitation events. 

 

Waste Water Treatment - Like many riverfront communities, the Village of Catskill’s waste 

water treatment plant is located in a flood-prone area.  Yet there is currently no plan to relocate 

the wastewater treatment plant.  In fact, there is a proposal to expand the sewer district that is 

served by the plant to the Town of Catskill’s Hamlet of Leeds in an effort to address issues of 

untreated sewage entering the Catskill Creek. 

 

Black Bridge – Funds for the full restoration of the bridge are needed to assure the safe passage 

of water, sewer and gas lines.  Full restoration will allow the reopening of the bridge to 

pedestrian traffic, which is a vital component of the Village’s waterfront revitalization plan. 

 

Catskill Village has completed all repairs to infrastructure, but indicates ongoing needs for funds 

for flood recovery.  Indicates a need for garbage and debris removal on private property and a 

need for tree plantings on “impacted areas on Catskill Creek” (do not specify sites despite 

request for specifics).  Indicates that the Village is interested in hosting trainings on all topics 

listed in survey (floodplain management, streamwork training, value of wetlands in flood 

mitigation, zoning in floodplains, flood and emergency planning for municipalities, emergency 

planning for residents, landowner trainings for risks and responsibilities of streamside living). 

 

Town of Cairo 

Cairo Highway Department Superintendent Bob Hempstead indicates that he will direct his 

personnel to attend any trainings that are offered.  There is a need for training on emergency 

stream work for highway personnel and emergency contractors.  Mr. Hempstead also indicates a 

need for trainings related to culvert sizing and assessing the safety of culverts, as well as a need 

for highway personnel to create a GIS database with location and condition of all culverts in their 

jurisdiction.  

 

Additionally, Mr. Hempstead expresses a need to remove flood debris from streams and address 

visual impact of streambank erosion.  He states that damaged stream corridors are visually 

unappealing and have an economic impact on the tourism based economy of the region, in 

addition to the environmental and infrastructure concerns related to the damage. 

 

Mr. Hempstead expresses that there is a need for a coordinated emergency response and 

communication mechanism for town, county and state highway departments.  There is currently 

no mechanism to inform personnel in other jurisdictions as roads are closed due to flooding. 
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Mr. Hempstead expresses the need for emergency preparedness trainings for municipal officials 

and highway departments. 

 

Town of Durham 

Durham Highway Department Superintendent Alan Beechart indicates that infrastructure repairs 

have not been completed and estimates that they may be done by October, 2012.  He indicates 

that the municipality is still in need of funds to complete repairs.  Sites on the Ten Mile and 

Catskill Creek are in need of garbage pick-up and tree planting (unspecified sites, specification 

requested).   

 

Indicates need for all training except for zoning in floodplains.  (floodplain management, 

streamwork training, value of wetlands in flood mitigation, zoning for floodplains, flood and 

emergency planning for municipalities, emergency planning for residents, landowner trainings 

for risks and responsibilities of streamside living). 

 

Schoharie County Municipalities 

Schoharie County Planning 

Interviewees also expressed concern that many towns do not have an adequately trained 

Floodplain Administrator and they may have not updated floodplain maps.  A suggestion was 

made that communities in the Catskill Creek watershed may consider pooling resources to hire 

one Floodplain Administrator to represent all of the municipalities. 

 

Interviewees state that town highway departments would benefit from training on stream 

processes and emergency stream work.  Schoharie County Highway Department personnel 

attended the Greene County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Post Flood Emergency 

Stream Intervention Training in March 2012.  Suggests that offering this training in Schoharie 

County would be helpful to assure attendance of town highway personnel and county emergency 

contractors. 

 

Albany County Municipalities 

Town of Rensselaerville 

Rensselaerville Highway Department Superintendent Randy Bates admits that streamwork was 

conducted in a way that is not advisable (bermed banks, etc.), but that the highway department 

did not have guidance on proper techniques.  Since he has taken office in Jan. 2012, he has been 

seeking guidance on the topic and would welcome local trainings on stream process, stream 

assessment and emergency stream intervention.  Funds and technical advice for stream 

restoration projects is acutely needed. 

 

Funds are needed for debris (woody and human refuse) removal from streams. 

 

Mr. Bates expresses strong concern that all streams in the town are unstable and should be 

inventoried.  He states that debris build up in channels and floodplains will mobilize in the next 

storm and damage infrastructure.  He states that damage to Catskill Creek is as bad as streams on 

the mountaintop, and yet is getting little or no attention. 
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Mr. Bates expresses that riparian landowners require outreach and information related to 

allowable activities in streams.  He states that people are unaware that they can remove woody 

material without a permit if they are not using heavy equipment. 

 

Mr. Bates expresses the need for municipal officials to receive flood and emergency response 

training and have an emergency response plan in place.  He suggests a FEMA 101 course for 

municipal officials and suggests that towns have FEMA coordinator who is trained in FEMA 

protocols in place at all times 

 

New York State 

NYS Department of Transportation 

Need to communicate to landowners and towns that NYS DOT drainage ditches are designed to 

handle road runoff and cannot accommodate stormwater from developments.  Town Boards, 

Planning Boards and developers need to do their own plan for on-site stormwater mitigation. 

 

Also articulates need for public education on DEC Stormwater Prevention Plan (states that plan 

indicates if you disturb one acre of you have to have a SW Prevention Plan in place) and 

Riparian Rights Document (states that this is a land survey document that says property owners 

have to maintain stream to prevent damage/hazards both upstream and downstream). 

 

Resources 

 Randy Bates from Rensselaerville Highway Department may be able to leverage funds 

for culvert and stream trainings.  He offered to host trainings. 

 Bob Hempstead from Cairo Highway Department was formally the Greene County 

Highway Superintendent.  Bob is an instructor for the Cornell Local Roads Program and 

offers networking and educational resources. 

 Joseph Slezak from Albany County SWCD offers assistance in any projects related to 

riparian plantings and streams.  They have training and experience in natural channel 

design. 

 Pete Nichols from Schoharie County SWCD has experience in natural channel design and 

stream restoration projects.  He is a member of the Catskill Creek Watershed Advisory 

Committee and is willing to assist with future projects. 

 Joel DuBois from Greene County SWCD has has experience in natural channel design 

and stream restoration projects.  He is a member of the Catskill Creek Watershed 

Advisory Committee.  Greene County SWCD offered a Post Flood Emergency Stream 

Intervention Training in March of 2012 and may be a resource for offering future 

trainings. 

 There are two active flood recovery groups in Schoharie County – Schoharie Long Term 

Response (SALT) and Schoharie Recovery.  Project Hope has been active in all flooded 

areas.  These organizations may provide help with landowner assistance/outreach. 

 Hudsonia, Inc. is in the process of completing a Catskill Creek Stream Corridor Habitat 

Mapping project that was commissioned by the Hudson Estuary Program Biodiversity 

Unit before the storms.  Hudsonia is updating maps to reflect changes to the stream 

corridor and will be creating a presentation that focuses on the benefits of wetlands and 

riparian buffers to the human-built environment. 

 


