
 

By Sabrina DeRue, 4-H Camp Wabasso Director 

We are excited to announce that 4-H Camp 
Wabasso is working towards ACA accreditation 
this summer!  

What is ACA accreditation? 

The American Camp Association (ACA) is the only 
nationwide accrediting organization for all types 
of organized camps: youth camps, adult camps, 
residential camps, day camps, and so much 
more! ACA standards focus on health, safety, 
and risk management policies. Accreditation 
provides a framework that offers camps best 
practices in policies and procedures, and helps camps to strive for continuous improvement.  

Working towards accreditation indicates to the public that 4-H Camp Wabasso has voluntarily allowed a peer 
review process in which our practices are compared to standards established by professionals and 
authoritative sources associated with the camp industry. Once accredited, it will show the community that 4-
H Camp Wabasso meets industry-accepted and government-recognized standards that go above and beyond 
the New York State Department of Health standards. 

So, what does ACA accreditation entail? 

4-H Camp Wabasso staff members have been working behind the scenes over the past year preparing for 
ACA accreditation. The ACA outlines 266 standards of camp operation in 7 key areas: core/foundational, 
administration, facilities, health and wellness, staff training qualifications and supervision, program design, 
and program aquatics. Each standard has a detailed overview, background information on why the standards 
exist, and compliance demonstration. 198 of the standards require written documentation as part of the 
compliance demonstration: from policies in writing, to staff trainings outlined in detail, and everything in 
between. All 198 of these standards were due for 4-H Camp Wabasso by May 15th and the written 
documentation is scored prior to an on-site visit. 

What is the on-site visit? 

During camp season, an ACA visitor who is also a camp professional will visit 4-H Camp Wabasso. The visitor 
will see camp in action and see all that we have to offer! The visitor will look to see if we are practicing 
everything that we already submitted, and be looking for more information specific to programming, 
supervision, and facilities that could not be seen electronically. 

What happens next? 

After the on-site visit, the ACA visitor(s) will review everything 4-H Camp Wabasso has provided on all 266 
standards and determine if we have met the industry standards to become ACA accredited! We will know in 
the fall of 2021 if we receive accreditation, and we are very excited for this opportunity! 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 

For more information about ACA accreditation, see a fact sheet found at ACA-ToolKit-The-Value-of-
Acceditation.pdf (acacamps.org). 

For more information about 4-H Camp Wabasso, visit www.4hcampwabasso.org or contact Sabrina DeRue at 
sld95@cornell.edu or 315-788-8450 ext. 229.  
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