
Master Gardener Report 

Spring seemed to arrive a bit late this year, but the seasons are making up for lost time by moving right along 
to summer-like conditions. Here are some reports from local Master Gardeners (MGs) in Calcium, 
Watertown, Sackets Harbor, and Champion. 

• Our fickle weather, which has varied cold and wet to hot and dry, is affecting vegetables planted early. 
For example, Master Gardeners are reporting curling leaves on pepper plants. Deep, even watering and 
fertilizing on a regular basis will help plants overcome this transition to hot, summer conditions. Two of 
our MGs suggested using dilute Epsom salts, which contain magnesium, either added to the soil when 
planting or added to water for hand-watering. 

• Throughout the county, MGs are finding lily leaf beetles on their true lilies (i.e. those growing from 
bulbs). These small red beetles chew foliage, lay eggs on the underside of leaves, and quickly do a LOT of 
damage. If you have just a few plants, our Master Gardeners recommend the “catch-and-squeeze” 
treatment for the adult beetles, and the “scrape off-with-fingernail” treatment for the eggs. That said, 
you must be quick. When the beetles sense movement, they immediately drop to the ground, so it is best 
to catch them by holding one hand under them, and then crush them. You can also let them drop into a 
jar of soapy water. If the infestation is large, our Master Gardener in Champion recommends Captain 
Jacks Dead Bug, a pesticide containing Spinosad that is approved for organic gardening. It is available on 
Amazon and at Aubuchon Hardware (Carthage, Gouverneur). Note that Spinosad is indeed toxic to bees, 
so it must be APPLIED IN THE EVENING to allow it to dry before bees are active. Whatever method you 
use, scout your plants a couple of times a week. 

• Our Calcium MG reports that wild strawberries, a common plant “pest” and garden weed, are growing 
well this spring. She recommends pulling them out before they can mature and spread seed widely. 

• It’s time to plant your veggies! There is a lot of variety in our Master Gardeners’ home gardens and in our 
Urban Mission Garden. Potatoes, peas, beans, spinach, chard, arugula, kale, onions, carrots, turnips, 
parsnips, beets, and cabbage are now in the ground. Warm season vegetables such as tomatoes, 
peppers, and eggplant will follow. Strawberries have begun flowering. Asparagus is up tall and garlic 
planted last fall has proven to be a great success. To our surprise, due to the recent cold weather, the 
garlic planted just this spring in our Urban Mission Garden is almost as tall as our fall-planted garlic! One 
Watertown MG has harvested his first radishes. As the season is just beginning, we expect bountiful 
harvests to come.  

• Our Sackets Harbor MG is helping to establish a new pollinator garden at the library. We encourage 
everyone to consider planting these gardens in your own community. Nature and wildlife organizations 
have noted a decline in our pollinator populations nationwide. Community and home pollinator gardens 
will go a long way toward helping to prevent further loses. The Jefferson County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and the Master Gardeners are happy to provide information and pollinator gardening tips to 
help you and your community. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu.  

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://twitter.com/cce_jefferson
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

